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i determined not to know any thing among you, ſave Feſns Chriſt, 
# and bim crucified, x Cor. 2. 2, 
eChriſt is all in all, Col. $. 11+ 
As the Father bath loved me, ſo have 1 loved you, Joh, 15. 9. 
'Oud'ty 37s Ot mgraniduor, ws dj m, du nv x) dvyparres * 
2918, %) we 281 Suva Ts Umikoos. Ifidor. Peluf. lib.r, Epiſt. 10, 
i AuT?s wi 3 Sa, x, &vr)s jus 31 mTHp, 1 urs wi bas mT, 
* Macar, Hom, 16. p. 237- 
© Zefus Chriſtus totus ſuavis oft, totus ſalu*ris eſt, totus deleFFabilisy 
totus denig., ſecundum Sponſe vecem, deſederabilis, Bern. Sers 
2, poſt Epiph. p. 22. 
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To bu Chriſtian and Dearly Be- 
loved Friends in Yor «, 


and elſewhere : 


THE AUTHOR 
(as a publick and permanent Teſtimonial 


| of bis unfeigned affeSiion to them, and 
. real Gratitude for their Reſpe&t 
and F avour towards hin ) 


Humbly dedicates this enſuing Treatiſe (being the 
Firſt-fruits of his Labours in this kind : ) 


Earneſtly beſeeching the God of all Grace, that he 
' mould grant them [uch a knowledge of ,this ( in it 
ſelf) incomprehenſible Love of Chriſt, as may 
tend unto, and end in their being filled 
with all the fulneſs of God- 


| And that (through the concurrence of his Spirit and 
Bleſſing ) this poor Treatiſe may be made ſome 
way uſeful and ſerviceable thereunto, 
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# «4 


this adventure ..to- appear thus pubs, -.- 
A lickly, it-is, That] might £vangeli- | 

Zare manu, & ſcriptionez and ſpeak 
among the pegple ( with whom't have » - 
been converſant ) when I am dead and * © 


| E you would know why Lhave made 


gone, For though Speech hath* a won, | "Haber , 
derful ſecret Energy accompanying of it; Sf wn 
and * a lzving voyce is more affetting and He vi- 
, perſwaſivethana dead letter (and there- j5.79 © 

fore God hath appointed Preaching to be di/tipus ge 
a ſtanding Ordinance in his Church, 'as 449% "oo 


the moſt ready and likely way of conveys 77 /yyp4: - 
ing Sacred Truths zo the minds and ſont; Fer. 


hearts of men) yet berein * Writing hath , 22's 
the advantage of Preaching, that where- vox affcir. 
as this is confined only to a few , that is PlinEpilt, 
extended to many ; and whereas this re- nit 7 = 


quites preſepce,'and continues but for, a Nep.p.9s. 
while, that hath: its uſe in abſence, and is a - Met 
{ morepermanent, - Sermons are.like fhow- * v.1d, 

| iers'of rain, which. water. for the inſtant. CES: 
! Books are like Snow; which lies longer on "neg 
, heEarth z theſe 'may preach, whe the »:«:. 
[415 A4  Authar 
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Author cannot, and (which is more) when 
he 1 not.- | 
As for this preſent Book, it Treats of 
a Subject altogether unexceptionable , it . 
being as noble, ſweet, and of as neceſſary 
concernment, as any I could pitch upon. 
4 What Subjet more Noble than Feſws | 
_ Chriſt * ? in whom are hid all the trea- | 
Fuldo" fares of wiſdom and knowledge *, Ti 
tib.n.cap.4, Whom all things appear fall of mercy, 
p. 8. ow! f and full of marvel, God before all Eternt- 
4d: fil. x ty, and yet made man'in times, born of a 
p.133- Woman, ant yet 4 Virgin, wrapped in ſwad- 
F262: ling bands, and yet glorified by tht Upngels, 
Delicia Gtc, What more ſweet than Love £ 
onnibu> And what love moreſweet, than the love | 
Smes a. of Chriſt This is that which the 
mares tos Church ſayes *, & better than Wine, and 
eMC: makes his Name 4s Oyntment poured forth - 
© £o the attracting of hearts to himſelf. 
' Cant. 3. This is that * firm pavement on which 
b | 3®- Believers may ſtand confidently without 
» Cant, 2. fear of falling, That viRtorious * Ban- 
is 9-4 per, under the ſhelter whereof they may 
1 6 fit down chearfully , without fear of be- - 
3 ing foiled by their Efiemies , andfind hs | 
I . | Fruit ſweet 4o their "taſte, * What is of} 


' 


G Zreater comcernmment 10 us , than-to' now | 
= this loye of Chriſt , -as we -ought-to; 
| know it, fo as in heart and life, in; 


: 


| ® m 
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affetion and converſation, ro be in 
ſome meaſure aſſimilated and conform- 
ed thereunto Our preſent Fuſtificati- 


' on andiSaxdification depend upon it; for 


by his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſer- 


vant juſtifie many *, (ayes the Lord by *%. $3. 


his Prophet, 
And our future fal- 


to know the trueGod, and Feſus Chriſt, 
whom he hath ſent , ſaith our Saviour. 
Theſe are the matters here Treated of, 
which1 confeſs are fitter for a David to 


handle , * The man raiſed on hich , the * + Sam. 
anointed of the God of Facob 4 the ſweet 27. to 


And * by knowing him , « phil.. 
we become conformable to bis death , 10. 
' fayes the Apoſtle. 


vation no leſs; for * this 7s life Eternal, « Jobn 17. 


Pſalmiſt of Tſrael : Or for'a. Panl, * who + 2'Cor: 


was caueht up into Paradiſe, ' and heard ** 


&ponTa GijuotrTe, unſpeakable words , than 
for one every way ſo inconfſiderable as ] 
am: Nay; ns more fitfor one of thoſe 
Pure intelligentie,, the Angels that are 
about the Throne, than for any dark and 
dim-{ighted Mortal to diſcourſe of theſe 
things, - And therefore the-ſenſe of my 
own weakneſs and inſufficiency,hath been 


all alonga/grand diſconragement,and ſtill -- 


4 groundof ' fear rome, leſt-this excel- 
tent Subje& ſhould be too much debaſed 
In {o lop a hand, and proye to be but 

tho ola te ea 


4* 
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 Ornamentum inluto, by ſo mean hand-: * 
ling of it, Yet ſuch asit is, I have ad-' | 
ventured it ro publick View ; and when: 
I have added a tew Lines,to give the Rea-. | 
ders ajuſt account concerning my ſelt and; 
ic, I (hill. diſcharge them of any further: 
trouble by way of Preface, And for my. 
ſelf, I have this to ſay, That chough { 


3 fall ſhort of what ſhould be done: upon 


ſach a Subje&, and might bedone by 0- 
thers of greater abilicies; and better /ac- 
compliſhments ; yet I have done as I was 
able, nor ſerving Chriſt and his Church 


:. * miththat which cot me nothing, which (I | 
' © rroft) isaccepted with the Lord, and ſhall 


be with his people, Indeed 1 can chal- 
lenge little for my own, beſtdes the Me= 


 thed and Subſtratum, having gathered 


moſt of the enlargements and ſuperſtructure 
elſewhere , which I the rather choſe to 


do, becauſe Ithought ic might perbaps 
render the wholethe more acceptable to 


ſome Renders; nor ſhall I herem (1 
hope) tacur from anythat arecandid and 
ingenuous,the impuration of Plagiariſm, 


becauſe I pundtullly and fairhtully quote | 


* Pl.” the Authors themſelves ;:and.:thereby * 


Emilie 0 
Vefþ:1f.bec. 
fore his '+ 


NaH. made to many Friends jo general, wichour 
| | mcen- | 


confeſs by whom 1 have profited, The rea- 
ſon of the filent Dedication. foregoing, 
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- mention of: any one in particular - (if dy 


be inquiſitiveabour.it ). was'this, becaue » 74; Lady 


that * truly honourable! perſon towhom May Li- 


it was intended, * was entred into:pence, = 


-and brought to reſt.in:therhed rof  (ilende!, william 


before I could ger it publithed, and:therer Ter of 
by madeuncapable of 'it g:but infinitely ;, Gaye, 
to her advantage, who (l verily believe) in York- 


- was taken from ſtudying to know the Lowe Pt who 


exchanged 


of Chriſt on Earth, tharſhe might beSk i», #7 


ledwith all the fulne(s of 00g lin Heaveo), fo a bet- 


where leave.herz and haying givengbis | > 


account of my ſelf, halladd;wtiatI-have + ia.g7. . 
to ſay concerning the preſent work, and * MN 94 


* . . rerum ma- 
its this : It was never intended to pleaſe ,;, ,.am 


the” captions;.but to profit the conſcienti- verborum 
0s; nor tO tickle the fancies of -the-gy- 71mm. 
74014; but to warm the hearts of IE is _ 
wvout and prows; and therefore I have 246i: 


eftamur, 


ſtudied *. ſound matter , rather than fine, ;.* 


words; and to be profitable, rather than ſcriptiun- 


: culis noſtris 
planſible, So that if you are xice and j* ns 


delicate, and ſeek after ſtrong lines, quaint nizeſſe 10- 


expreſ[ions. high notions, and * the enticing !nu, ſtd 
4 ſl » PIg m5, s g remedias 


words of mans wiſdom,here is not for you; ,. $1, 


Þur it 'you are Fm, and ſollicitons for de Gub. 


ſavoury and w/ olſoms Truths , theſe I can P*Przte 

promiſe you, which meeting with a quick * ico. 

_ and good digeſtion, may (through = 4: 

the bleſſing of God ) to be * Spirit = * John 6. 
ife 


63, 
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tf to your ſouls; And that they may | 
beſo, I would adviſe every oneof you, | | 
that when you” to read this Baak. 
you 'would at leaſt (end up ſome hort - 
0 * Hoſt, Ejaculation'eo that God, * From whom af 
"our fruit is found;chat there may be a bleſ- 
in it to our ſelves, and all others inco 
whoſe hands it ſhall come , in the attain- 
ment wheyeof, I ſhall think my labour - «, 
well beſtowved,and abundantly recompen- &e 
ſed, eſpecially i you will gratifie with Se 
| your: remembrance at the Throne of ©T 


| Grace, the-unworthy Author, who is F: 
RA OY AEST Rl, — p #1 

# Tonr Servant 
YORK, De- : Ti 
-\xetnber 24 for Feſus ſake, Se 
G 5. IJ1.; 266.4, + Ti 7 
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EPHES, 3. 19, 
251 - The former part of the Verſe: 


2 And to know the love of Chriſt, which paſ- 
271 ſeth knowledge, 


— 


GRHAP IL :Se& 


IE} 


% © 


Be Heſe words are a branch of the 71, cc. 
Apoſtles Prayer for the Epheff- rence of 
ans, begun at the fourteenth the Texr 
Verſe, and reaching to the end —_ the 

; 6 -® of the Chapter, made indeed , ©. -. 

- . 'S. g010 3. 
* upon deſign, buta holy and good one, viz. To 


6. 1% ub _ 


; prevent their fainting at his preſent tribulations 
: for the Goſpel; v. 13. 14. 7 aefire that you faint 
; not at my tribulations for you, which 1s your glo-" 


a1 ry. For this canſe I by my knees unto the Father 


; : p. $o. of 
. O. 


Z The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


a Ridicati 


provter a- knew, that the experimental knowledge of the! 


gricstz- love of Chriſt, would be a ſpecial means to keey 


ram, {«#- them cloſe to Chriſt and his Truth, notwith.” 


dai 000 
fer ad {t- 


927 mij. tbe Text) 10 know the love of Chriſt, which pe 
dy 


eudines, ſeth knowledge; which love, duly ard righ: 


bet, exp/i= g00d rooring doth to a Tree, anda firm founda. 

min! quam 
rmay & 0" | 

4 5 MWg TEIEEN IQ EO, rooted and grounded (1 Lhe. 

debear «ſe 17th. Verle ) do import. 

32 nobss pk 

eharitas; Paulus vu't cam pent'ns an'mis miſti us infixam effec, ut ſi 

quaſs beae f1autum ed ficium, & profuada plantazto. Calv. in loc, 


\ 


Seq. 2, 


The ſeve- UT I come to the words themſelyes, ant 
ral Read- I meet with ſeveral readings and interpre. 
ing. tations of them among Expoſitors , which: 
ſhall. mention, and pirch upon that, which ! 
conceive molt agreeable tothe Apoſtles meanin; 
inthis place, ' 
but cez- (1.) The Syriack Tranſlation ( as I findik 
= = A rendred by (b) Tremel;us) runs thus, That ou 
w-. :hari.. 1ay know the greatneſs of the love of Chriſt. Thi 
ratis Ch;z. 1s good, thoſe two words ( paſſing knowledge 
fi. Trem! being ſupplyed by one word ( greatneſs : ) ye 


I? 


. of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. And becauſe he! | 


tion to a Building: for ſo the words{a):e17Gpm 


(4 


auſe he: 
> of rhe! 
tO keep 
Irwith.” 


among 
rooted 


Ompre- 


h, and 


S1ICISI0 


ch aſe. 
righch | 


ent, a 
ound. 
GN | 
'1n the 


c, ut i 
0g loc 


\ 


towards the Children of Men, 


ic ſeems to be defettive ; for (according to the 
ſ-nſe of this pl:ce) there is nor only a poſitive, 
bur a ſuperlative greatneſs in the love of Chriſt, 
an exceeding greatneſs, as is expreſſed concern- 
ins Gods Power, Eph. 1. 19. 

(2.) The valgar Latine runs thus, Scire eti- 
am ſuperemiaentem ſcicntie charitatem Chriſti : 
which Era/mns (trom the ambiguity of the 
word ſcientie, being both the Gemrive and Da- 
tive Caſe) is doubrtul how to paraphraſe, whe. 
thcr according to the Dative Caſe, Ts know the 
love of Chriſt, which is greater than can be known, 
or according to Ambroſe, which exrell:th, or 
hath the preheminence of our knowleage , or elſe, 
accordirs to the Genitive Caſe,To know the ex- 


cellent Iove of the knowledge of Chriſt : (c ) but he c poterior 
enclines to thisl:ztrer ſenfe, as molt agreeable to /rnſus mas 
the Greek. Ofthis Reading 1 ſhall ſpeak mores q#a&ar 

14Gr ecurt 


: have this to ſay againſt Era/mr his drawing Era 


under the next Head ; and inthe mean time I 


of the Vulgar Tranſlation to this ſenſe, That I1cc, 
much queſtion whether it be agreeable to the 
mind of that Interpreter, whoever he was : for 
its likely; if he had intended any ſuch thing, 
he would haye otherwiſe placed che words, nor 
Scire ſupereminentem ſtientie charitatem Chri- 


* ſti, but Scire ſupereminentem tharitatem ſcientia 


Chriſtz. Beſides, the great Patrons of this Tranſ- 
lation, ( I mean the Papiſts ) carry the ſenſe 
quite another way, at leaſt thoſe which I have 
ſeen, as Dion, Carthus, Eſtins, Tiriuus, A La- 
pide, of whom more afterwards, 

( 3. ) The next Reading, is thac which was 
even now mentioned, UVt4, ſcirets eximiam 
B 3 41Veft ones 


27 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love ! 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. And becauſe hi! 


a Ridicati 


propter a- knew, that the experimental knowledge of the, 
love of Chriſt, would be a ſpecial means to keet” 


£1Gi'ti- 
ram, /un- them cloſe to Chriſt and his Truth, notwith. 
dart 9 ftanding all diſcouragements theretore,amon 


fer ad {t- : 
cation.m, Ol her things, he prayes, That they being rooted 


Aug. 


ny, P length, and depth, and haight, And (as itisity 
7 


7/*. .,. the Text) to kaow the love of Chriſt, which paſ-' 
_ ſeth knowledge, which love, duly ard riphd 


quas adh'..t:kenin, would tend to their eſtabliſhmenc, @ 
bet, exp-i- 600d rooring doth to a Tree, and a firm found. 
Penh uy tion to a Building: for ſo the words(a) :6610044emn 
conftans 194 TEJEENIa{avor, rooted and grounded (N the: 
debeat «+ 17th. Verle ) do import, 

3 nobis pe 

gharitas; Paulus vu!t £7 poni'ns an'mis noſis infream eſſe, ut þ* 
quaſs bene fi61d1tum ed ficium, & profuada plantazto. Calv. ig loc, 


Se. 2, 


( 
The ſeve- JD UT I come to the words themſelves, an 
ral Rexd- I meet with ſeveral readings and interpre; 
ig. tations of them among Expoſitors , which: 


ſhall mention, and pitch upon that, which' 
conceive molt agreeable tothe Apoſtles meanin/ 
in this place, 


but cex- (1.) The Syriack Tranſlation ( as I findit 
= e125 , rendred by (b) Tremelins) runs thus, That Ju 
= S chari.. 14) knoW the greatneſs of the love of Chriſt. Thi? 


ratis Ch;z. 15 good, thoſe two words ( paſſing knowledge | 
fi. Trem! being ſupplyed by one word ( greatneſs : ) y 


and grounded in love, might be able to compres 
Fpit.1:0 hend with all Saints, whar is the breadth, an( 


ici 
on 
u 


ve 


towards the Children of Men, 


ecauſe he ic ſeems to be defective, for (according to the 
ge of thy! 1-nſe ofthis pl:ce ) there is nor only a poſitive, 


15 tO Kee} 
notwith. 
'e,amony 
18 roOOte( 
cOMpres 
dch, an( 
(as IC1S1t7 
hich paſ-' 
f ly 


d righ: 


menc, 2 


found. 
e1Coprrn 


d (inthe 


eſſe, ut þ 


7.10 loG 


\ 


VES, anc 
nerpre J 
bhich F 
vhich' 
neanin; 
I and 
hat Ju 
F. Thi 
leage | 
;) " 


! bura ſuperlative greatneſs in the love of Chriſt, 


an exceeding greatneſs, as is expreſſed concern- 
ins Gods Power, Eph. 1. 19. 

(2.) The valgar Latine runs thus, Scire er;- 
am ſupereminentem ſcicntie charitatem Chriſti : 
which Eraſmus (trom the ambiguity of the 
word ſcientie, being both the Gemrive and Da- 
tive Caſe) is doubrtul how to paraphraſe, whe. 
ther according to the Dative Caſe, Ts know the 


' love of Chriſt, which is greater than can be knows, 


or according to Ambroſe, which exrelleth, or 
hath the preheminentce of our knowledge, or elle, 
accordirg tothe Genitive Caſe, To know the ex- 


cellent Iove of the knowledge of Chriſt :(c) but he c poterior 
enclines to thisI:trer ſenfe, as molt agreeable to /1nſus mas 


the Greek. : Of this Reading 1 ſhall ſpeak mores” Hm 
Y MEU 
monem., 


under the next Head : and inthe mean time I y 


14G 


have this to ſay againſt Eraſmrms his drawing p,.c ;0 


of the Vulgar Tranſlation to this ſenſe, That I toc, 
much queſtion whether it be agreeable to the 
mind of that Interpreter, whoever he was : for 
its likely; if he had intended any ſuch thing, 
he would haye otherwiſe placed che words, not 
Scire ſupereminentem ſcientie charitatem Chri- 


ſti, but Fcire ſupereminentem tharitatem ſcientia 


Chriſti. Beſides, the great Patrons of this Tranſ- 
lation, ( I mean the Papiſts ) carry the ſenſe 
quite another way, at leaſt thoſe which I have 
ſeen, as Dion, Carthus, Eſtins, Tirinus, A La- 

pide, of whom more afterwards. 
( 3. ) The next Reading, is that which was 
even now mentioned, Utg, ſcirets eximiam 
B 2 dileftionems 


|  . 
a Oo _ Nt YO. I. Len Aiots Ch 
<A + Y o 
* 
bs » *; , = i 


ud; tranſcendency of Chriſts 'Love 


e0 Chriſt ;/ thoſe 
lent love of the —n_ mw Be) ſelve 
'n- know the exce 1n owning of 1t- { : 
rerpretatua, _ Is coun Hierome. (e) —_— ſe, That. well 
eximiam ec. ersit U unds1t tO this ſenſe, He” 
dil:&io- ſtify for ir, and exp 'þ ir kyowleage, and under-", yied 
cog - ayes for their ud ut way. 
fi. Ber. ſtanding of that ex briſt exhibits and declares | 
ſti, Bez. m ſheakable love, which C " ie rolls chew 10h wa 
, 4 # be , . 
© bee © to the Sons of —_ ; fr erſting is not againſt! => 
v005 2yG@- owledge of himfe f- ſame ſenſe. ( g) Gr _ ” 
alt ky - ds itcothe ſame | hey” read 
wm rue and expounds It his ſenſe of it, That rhey 
Tw vgs It, ir, and gives this | n themſelves. Tok 
Bevery allows it, % #4 experience in ich arid ch 
amy T ioht know , r Neighbour, whic Fra. 
open d and their Neig Ils us of; the y 
206TeWs Te that love of Go led e of Chriſt ; . He _ - * nor < 
Xewss # le th from the _-_ % rg are thus, TRY "—— La 
bar«ig ati 221 £ in whic [ bas oh XQISY , AN bk 
zcellen- MSG yo Tis Copies in} Axg, 
t:m, at 2, paMsgy . there were ſome ( he ] thoy 
Japerem's ayes, Sen —_— had, ic thus, becau = *Com 
RET frets time, ur Engliſh Annorator, } _ 
— expounds it. And ' (Dr. Hammond) makes oo 
_—_ ho treads in his ſteps, (Dr. | wherein the *me 
fionis Chir- w Or fa 2. S. of the Kings, 
fi. Hoc'ſt mention of a AJ. S. 


from 
ind-ed if the words 
ſo placed. And ind-e 
ad cogaiti- 


dil FFionem C0 Wits Ch its, And that 0 
j Ie 4 
d Hiern- 


(7 


SIE - #be th 

| ngit is other-/ 
indiſputably ortheir ſide; but —_—_ reſerving} ( 

nos w0cae MMAnp I crave leave to diſſent, Authors fore.. *the 1 

vit, cxh's wiſe, ce.to the learned Au 

bu't,ac dt- 11] due reverence. 


| bY That Chr: 
_ 1oned) to conclude with Beza, ( 
Coug -_ mentioned) 
bis Chr 
AMDIJEIS 


Engl 
<p at Apo- ;E 
, TORS POE _ No: fo QUE - 

, ( I his Ve b poteſs ou pe. 5 q : avbs ,you | 
ſtirs. Heinſ. in =. charitatem ia ipſd Chi mam i!lam dil. ionom, 1 paſſe 
folus, excellent m NR. Schol. ir loc. ons oritur, Grot. in loc. $ (wh 

utioif. Clucere. Vo! S . OY COM one C WHT: Hicronymus, | 
C9 OEY Y rmt, qite , > £, "ſerunt, ut mon 
Det fcilic:t, & pro licando lure fruſtra ſe to s Chriſlt, obſcuro ſenſty uſt 
h Luidam in bor ew dil. ionem cogn: tun ofſit Beza in loc. Ju 

. . 2.0 s 

Ge 

: LL ia UV! - 
OX frajcciione !!t 


thoſe TI ſhe 


F 


-——+ 


(4 
; maj) . Yowards the Children of Men." by, 


rift ;" thoſe who go this way, do but in vain trouble them- 

Bea} ſelves to produce an obſcure ſenſe of the words, not 

renG without a more violent tranſpoſition than can be 

T hat. well admitted, efpecially ſeeing they may be car- . 

marr" yied without any ſtraining, to a better ſenſe another I 

1d un © way. | 

ares?  ( 4.) Another Reading isthat of Ambroſe, 

tothe who renders it, Scere etiam ſupereminentem [ct- 

zanlt” extiam charitatis Chriſti, as 1f it were not 

rot114' areas, but TW woo, And thus Auguftine 

+ rhej” reads it in his 120th. Epiſtle, ( mihs) p. 697. 

elves To know the tranſcendent knowledge of the love of 

b Ark : Chriſt : But this requires a greater mutation of 

; us Of; the words than the former, to make it good, 

/T*e-7 nor do I find, or hear of any Original Copy to 

and * countenanceit, asthe other hath. Beſides this, | 

nes in} Anguſtine mentions it only 5 tranfitu; and s 

ſe he} though Ambroſe thus renders the words, yet his 

ator, } Comment is wholly agreeable to the ſenſeI aim 

nakes at, if it were his, (which yet (i) many learned i Bellar. 

n-the #men do queſtion.) I ſhall produce inſtances de ſcripr, * 

zords from him afterwards, and in the mean time ſhall n ccleſ. p. 

were Jleave this, and come to that which I conceive to 3.4, p,. 

ther- Jbe the main. rrolcg. p. 

vings (5.) lnthelaſtplace therefore, Bezareads 281. 

fore- #the words thus, Cognoſcere charitatem illam _ 

T hat Chriſti omni cognitione (uperiorem , which Our j"'2 cap. 

e 4po- Engliſh Tranſlatours follow, and render it as ,g,* 

 aobis you read, Axd to know the love of Chriſt which 

nM \paſſeth knowledge. Now from this Tranſlation 

no jc which is ſo generally known, and reccived a- 

Nenſw \mong us ) I amnot willing to recede without 

vc. {juſt occaſion, which not finding as to this place, 

thoſe I ſhall cloze withit, and give you that which 
i. B 3 Conceive 


4 


.b The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


conceive to be the true and proper ſenſe, and ork 

meaning of the words. 14 

int - —_— FF 
h 

Set, 3. [” p 

dot 


: HE Apoſtle prayes, That they wht” 
: ner f 0 know,) thatis, (k) not by a bare notional, ( 
© ords. , butaffeRtionare knowledge, ſuch as is accompu., £7. 
k Pe/ 2419* nyed with defire,approbation and love; (1)by at Gb 


Ce experimental knowledge; (m) that they might 


nada ex Know, ſoas to embrace with the heart, and hn 
ex no- eſteern according to its d;gnity and worth, thy 

tizza, ſed Joye of Chriſt. 

q_—_ T he love of Chriſt,) which ſome extend 07 q1, 

cam def*- Chriſt and God the Father, (n) others to Got 


eh... in Chriſt; (0) others leave it as indifferently a het 
dil: fiozc plicable to the love which God hath ſhewed i he 
conwti3. hisSon, as Fehr 3.16. Rom. 5.8. Orthar low cr 


Gen, Ha" \;ith which Chriſt himſelf, he Son of God, hat 


Joan14- embraced us, as-7ohn 15.13. (p) Ambroſe tt bu 
17. (mb; ſtrains it to the love of Chriſt ; After the inf ,; 


1 


* P+933- nite, and incomprehenſible knowledge of Gol y;f 


ev, the Father,and his unſpeakabl: mercy, bewoul! 
be eft in 2 ? "= an! 
ſemet exp: have us alſo acknowledge the love of © brifs Ch 
riri. Grot, (q) Thelike doth A Lupide,and Eftines:The lor” thi 
in loc. < on 

m Ht poſſit rs ferre, tl iſt, animy Ccorp/ f', & pr1 dignitatc eftimi\ 
Echaritatem Chitge, E's in locuni, n Cart. ater Ch fit, &> ® wei 
Patris eand:m intel 89 Rolloc, in !« cum, o<Q4um Cliifive, © tab 
Ders per Chrifin A nybjs (rbitunt, Tirinus in loc, M1} exhib tc 
#obs Deus in Chriſto, 1 qu41 Chrifins ipfe. F lins Dei nes complets Tu 
| eſt. Bez. in IOC Þ Poll De! Patris tafrautam, & 1:comprehenſibill ſun 
'—_ Copnitiontm, &> 1903.5 rabilem clement? ans Chil q 10G, aenoſcere # Q7! 
vitt charitatem, Amib:of. in loc, q Charitatem Chriſti, quam £xbi 1 ( 
pobr. A Lapide in locym, wud nos dilcxit. Eſt, in loc, *' ; 


towards the Children of Mes, o_ 


"3 of Chriſt, which he hath ſhewed to us, and* Yd. 
nſe, and; wherewith he hath loved us. And in this ſenſe _— 
”] ſhall take ir in the enſuing diſcourſe, having ;;,.* 
——— ſpoken of the loye of God in Chrilt from ano. xv Saxcy, 

ther place, 1 John 4. 9,10. \ Charita- 


Which paſſeth knowleage. ) This admits of a '*” 444 


Love 


| COTS 
” miekl double interpreration. frog _ 
es, (1.) Totake wacwe, knowledge, «bjetive- ;,n rerum 


ly, for that habit of knowledge, which a man excedir coe- 
(1)b o ach attained in other things, and uzygExMa@y 3ton m. 


t F CN Theoph, 
' 1, fOrexcelling, asit is uſed 2 Cor, 3.10. and then , ” _ os 


x Fe the meaning is this, He prajes, that they might om 4:4. 
» by know that live of Chriſt, the knowledge whereof ſto'us ſti- 
» > excels all other knowleage in the world Whatſoe- ©n:1am 

Tor AF h + fc Charitatis 
ver, Now thisis a great truth : for our Apo- 


d Chr:/jl 
{tle elſewhere, as a Miniſter, prefers it before all pr ge Ne. 
other knowledge, 1 Cor. 2. 2. and asa Chriſtian, ;/; ea - x- 


before all other things, Phil. 3. 7, 8. for which «p:727c om- 
he had ventured the loſs of all, and in compari- * ” tam * 
ſon of which, he reckoned no more of any thing 1/5" 
which he had parted with,orbad yet befideshim, $.-.."* © 


b or, 
bur as loſs and dung, (r) oxvparag, dogs meat, : Vider 
; as the word ſignifics. A very low, and dimi- 4w/c17:po- 
of Go! niſhing term, yet hardly low enough to expreſs ** 4poſto- , 
+ WOU? anything by, which comes in competition with —O—_ 
Ns \ Chriſt, and the knowledge of him. (£) Nor are ji, 44; 


there wanting ſuch as countenance this expoſi- hoc ſuverbs 
, 7 name ſeſe 
efims 993 ( And ſome apply it particularly to that —_ / 
» OI weim:, & ſcientid, quum 5 previiariter vend'tab mt; utitur enim v0- 
Aw, © abulo Yrunas, wide yrwaz; Atquilonge maus | (cirs charita- 
exbus tem Chiiſti, utpote que wi ve; ſam Gnnilico nin, acmiumg, Philoſopho» 
01 pler run ſcientian excedit, q 13 mytorinm chavitu ts Clrifti, qud ſemectip- 
enſebil ſur pro nobis tradid't, in cor honinis cujuſqaim 01 a[cend't, ficut in 
ſcerews gence de hu 'uſmodi wyfferiis ſapientie Chiiſttane teftatus Apoſtolus, 
exbiw x Cor, 2, Eſtuts in loc, Sec likewiſe Dc, Hammond on the place. 
B 4 kno ledge 
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| The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
| Onan, knowledge which the Gnoſticks boalted of} 
. Japerar cag- thinking that the Apoſtle, in the word yywowayy 

91079” had a particular reſpeR tothe. b 


nempe bus | PAY: | 
CIs (2.') The next interpretation is to take 


4, adco 
Amgelican:. 
Zanch 


Joc. 
w Sic a/ih; MEAN 


> Ry: 
£ 
A 


(4- 


' OMRCM 
ſenſum, c1t- 
{lgdtar C9i'= 
dz weſtra, | | | : 
Phil. 4. 7. the words. , To this ſenſe the generality of Bx-' 


bove the reach of humane un 


A 
plain 
fore 
writ 


knowledge ſwubje&ively, for the faculty of knows: rich, 
Z: ing, and vxggpuM\z(Gy for exceeding, that is men 
+ 1 25weread it, pz/ing, or ſurpaſſing, and then be pret 

ng is this, He prayes, That they mightF ther 
pax Dui, know that love of Chriſt, which for its infinits} cult, 
- qe ſuperat greatneſs is without the compaſs, beyond, and as do] 
derſtanding , nay, it to d 
ſurpaſſeth all knowledge that 1s pnire, not only? Exp 
Humane, but Angelic:l,as (u) Z anchy notes on); late 


: OW! 


Calv. in poſitors, both antient and modern, Proteſtants} me: 


bac, and Papiſts, (which I have met with) do inter-FJ ledy 
Paulus t0- h Ia \ \Þ , dTh h Laſh? bl 
tens fenifg. Pret the place ; For Am roſe and T heophy ; g 
& bf among the Ancients, I ſhall have occiſion ta} tha 
— exem'ci citethem in theenſuing diſcourſe , for others, [7 anſ 
pcompre”. refer the more intelligent Reader ro the Mar,, dat 
oy _ 7= gin, (w) where he may findtheir ſenſe in'their y {til 
" ſha 
conſuevii OWn words. 
loqui; fic Phil. 4. 7. Sic bos taco irfin tatem biuqus chavitatis exp/i- | 0! 
* MEAS, at, cam ſupertar.m mn; c(62n';2940 Rotloc, Vue ſ-:p:rat 7 
bumus in:9:nii coptum, ut quidem pleas an'm». 03:10: j0Jit, Bets Or 
Que ſc:cniiam nojiram ſuperats ſeu quan nuwnuzan [4's bac 18 vide go, 
cognoſcere 21 exp rdcre poſſumns, Baldvin, Scire Omtatens Chitſtt | 
nofram notitiam ſui magouturine exeeden 8, Dion. Carthuſ, Eve ks 
cedentem no!ttiam noftr 1m, ac majorem cart tr pentius a robs into Phe 
ligz poſſit ; ita pauld infertus dicutu', Dem poſſe omn'a facere ſupra kn 
quam intelligin ns. Eftius, Excedentrm omn'm human un cogn:itio« | pr; 
wm, ſeu que mio; fit, quam ut perfefte ſciri, intell'gi, vel come" tic 
prichenaz poſſit. Tirinus. Qu1ſ diceret, chaittas Chriſty tan'a efty : 
ut ſuperet om2'm huninum cgniionem, & ſcientiam, ALapide. Þ 
Thus among the Criticks lately ſer forth together, Scire charitatem Þ led 
Chrilit ſupe-nttm captim humanum, ve excilentiorem quam ut cog- Y tht 
no/cy poſſit, Var, Q's tum in_nseſty iu 0mm bommun ; cien/iam ſu- : 2 
peret. 1id.'Clar. MIN x Among 


ve | +. rowards the Children of Men. : Bs 
ted of} Amongtheſe, (x) Bez4 commends this as a * Ff autem 
4rwA plain expoſition, alrogether agreeing with the "<* Mane 
7 foregoing Metaphor, andwith chat which was pg 
0 take writren in the 8th. Verſe of the unſearchable ge/jore Me- 
knows; riches-of Chriſt, (y) Eſtix in like manner come rapbori 
hat is7 mendsir, asthe expoſition of the Greek Inter- provſus 
en the! preters, and that both eaſie and plain, ſo that (0/ati- 
might® there is no need of adding any other more diffi- ::jam cum 
»finits) cult, and leſs probable interpretations. Nor. eo quod 
an4 a3 dol find any thing oppoſed ſo confiderable, as /*7p/t /*: 
ay, it! to dillwade, me from aſſenting to them in this oY verl. 
© only? ExpoſitionÞ®-As for what is objeted by that "ogg * 
tes 08; late Reverend and learned (z)Annotator of our y Hec 
of Ex! own, wha thinks this cannot probably be the Grcorum 
:ſtants? meaning of the place, rhat this paſſing know- expoſerio 
inter-? ledge ſhould ſignifie unſearchable,and unintelli- 7 err 
hylathy gible,becauſeche Apoſtle at the ſame time prayes perfficus; 
on ra; thatthey may know it, it hath been long ſince ue noe ſr 
hers, I! anſwered, nor do I think it ſufficient to.inyali- 97s altor® 
Mars, date this interpretation, Yet leſt 1t ſhould lye — 
-their; ſtillas a tumbling block in the Readers way, I probabiles 
ſhall endeayour the remoyal of it, and ſo proceed ;x:erpreta-, 
:>p,j. - to that obſervation which I mainly intend. tiones bis 
[:p.rat + Tn this ſenſe therefore the words contain an 44": 
s _ * Orthodox Paradox : for the Apoſtle gives the _ = 
©4,:4; . love of Chriſt this character, T' hat it paſſeth.,1, no- 
Er. knowledge, and yet atthe ſame time makes1t his mond on 
int-l.1, prayer tor theſe Epheſians, That they might the place. 
[ora 7 knowit; and both true; nor doth he makea vain 
7-2:9- + prayer, which I ſhall labour to clear in thieſe par- 
a ef, | ticulars, 
wide. # (1+) Thelove of Chriſt paſſeth the know- _,,, 
:atem | ledge of every natural man, His natural capact- 
- A tics can never reach the underſtanding of it; it 
\ | is 
mong # ; ; 


_ ge fit on- 


* bumana 


e's 4 F & ,* 
» 1 © F > 
,- £© F "+6 WV "Pp 


| $24 


ſcientiam  rnane knowledge comprehend how, or why it 


The tranſ, cendency of C hriſts Love * 


n Paulus is riot obyious to ſenſe and reaſon, nor can a hu. 


? 


its fu 


biefatwt, ould be, or whatit is : (a) If it did not exceel; ** 6 


24 not1t14 


ſuperior, © Apoſtle Wonld never havg prayed for it as agifi 


& metd; fromGod. And if he bave a notionthar itis, at* 


w4am ſs bye 


fede may from the light of Scripture, yet hisnatu-: 


_ mind keeps him that he cannot knoyy ir, and the! 
lus ipſe, ©vity of his heart keeps him thfhe will not? © 


87i.Caly, But he writesto believers, and prayes for them, 


in loc. ſuch as hecalls Saints, and faithful in Chriſt Je." 
Object. ſus, Chap. 1.1, | "1 
Anſw, They werea viſible Church, wherein probably 
all the members were not real Saints, though inj 
the judgement of charity he writes to them,and' 
prayes for them as ſuch : But grant they were all' 
real Saints, yer the love of Chriſt might be ſaid' 
<< pals their knowledge : For 
' N 2 (2.) Though by the help ofthe Spirit every 
* has, r. believer doth know, and that not only notional-, 
5.  Iy, buttexperimentally, by ſpiritual ſight, talte, 
c <Quiſs, and feeling the love of Chriſt : ( for the Spirit of 


Fs rus Deb (44 doth make believers (b) know the things that : 


etus pro 


modulo ſus ®Y e freely given them of God, and (c) ſheds abroad \ 


tantum this love of Chriſt into their hearts, fo that ever) 

percipiat wne who ts partaker of the Spirit of Chriſt, doth ac« | 
Seer: cording to his meaſure perceive as much of this | 
ſt ſatis ad , | 
ſalutem, ove, 4s 4 ſufficient to their ſalvation.) Yet. 
Bez. in their preſent conditiou being imperfeR, they | 
{or cannot now perfectly comprehend this loye in 


ral corruptions keep him from any ſaving ac-* *2 
conſcende- Quaintance with it, from any taſte and experi,: 
ret, fruftra ence of it, 1 Cor. 2. 14. The blindneſs of his} 


its 


the comprehenſion of mans natural abilities, thi "x y 
* fed 


ven, 


(e) 


p 


hu, 
why jgits fulneſs and dimenſions: for(d)whar we know, 
 excrel we know but in part, and what We ſee, we ſee but 
es, ou 4s through a glaſs, darkly in this life. The per- 


# 


IT 
dx: Cor. 
I3. I 3s 
e 2 The. 


I, IO, 


towards the Children of Men. 


Ol gif " fe&t knowledge of this love is reſeryed for Hea- f chariears 


if 1s, ai” 
S NATL» 
ng ac-. 
XPeti.. 
of his! 
ad the; 
ill not® 
them, 
it Je." 


bably. 
gh in} 
1,and 
re all* 


» ſaid" 


very 
2na[-, 
alte, 
it of 
that : 
road - 
ver) 
Als > 
this? 
Yet : 
hey | 
» jn? 
its} 


ven, though even there Chriſt in hislove will be bancChrifti 
(e) admired as much as apprehended : and there- ns Pu- 
fore I think (f) Camero itates the matter right, 70, 
when he ſayes, The mind of man ( even of him _ at gg 
who is moſt ſpiritual, and moſt clearly enligh- ;x co capt, 
tened : for to him apply it ) doth receive this 4#0d rapi- 
: "Sie nog (1 ad- 
love of Chriſt, and doth not receive it, receiving © - =. 
it ſo as to be drawn into admiration, ſeeing ava) pr gary 4 
ſomewhat remgining, which he can perceive in- liquid ſu- 
deed, but yet not ſo, as to be able to explain the periſſe, 
Whole of it : Thus he. And to this ſenſe doth 4#947%- 
(8) T heophylatt expound this, place : for pro-/' — 
pounding this Queltion, Seeing it paſſeth know- teſt, atta- 
ledge, how ſuall we know it ? he gives this Solu- men noni? 
tion, Firſt, The Apoſtle ſayes indeed, that it paſ= pt! cipcre> 
ſeth knowledge, that tr, humane knowledge : but poſſe expts- 
Ju ſhall know it, not by humane knowledge, but ED 
by the Spirit. Again, He doth not ſay that you Eccleſ. 
foall know this love, how great it is, but only that ( mibi) p, 
it :r great,and paſſeth all knowledge. And (h) A- 220- Erin 
{elm excludes the beſt from a perte&underſland- MYr%-P- 
ing of it here : There z none ſowiſe ((ayes he) in - *E-md 2 
this life, who can perfefly conſider ſo great love, vapizes 
but in the world to come it ſhall be knows, TOs 
E : 2g hs VIWT5Wgy 
TW 5 Y1W0Þ (iS Heuels Dep Ty N 5p yYw08sw5 U api mauTyl 
$17W, &Ypomrns ddd), Uuiis 5 s of dySpwnirms yveotos » 
02 Na, wmiiuwaTy Emyvuaros Tavra, "Emre, uy fi t1- 
nw, on yet dumhy morn Tis Go, aN duro Tim On w- 
1Au 6a, x, on vafins moons dota. Tir Wow Unis 
2d TEi"uars wayey. Theoph. in loc. h Nullus ſapiens eft 
deg m bac vita, qu poſſit perfecte tantam charitatew conſederare, ſed 
Mfuturo ſeculo ſcietnr bes charitas, Anſel, in loc, Objeſ, 
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© Ht: 3.205. EB Ls tins... A Vo. ee Ae C4 —_ ——_ —— ——— ——_ ____— 
bats. AC NH 4 


_ cogmiionz of the love of Chriſt in this life, is "_ of}. Th 


mus, quim-reftion of the dead, And thus he prayes here 


ſz The tranſcendency of Chrifts Lowe ; 
i Eiein  Objeft. But if they knew the love of Chrify 
bic uuZ already in part, and could not know it perfeRty,: 
preſent: to what purpoſe dottfhe pray for it ? k 


plenum by- S0'E 
qurei ntc Anſw. To m__ purpole ; For | 
ſenſum, nec (3, ) That knowledge which the Saints hays, ' 


thomgh|. 


affequanur fyrcher meaſures and degrees, (i) an 


ofa perf they could not know it perfeftly here , yet thryſi,, pas 
ritwm Dci might know more of it, and know better what they}, Few 


ſanttum in had already known , and this is that which the 
ejxſ4em Apoſtle prayes for, that they might have a fur: 
a>. te] they, and fuller meaſure of knowledge of this 
one profici.. love of Chriſt, whichin it ſelf is, ſo great, as 
mus, ut ex that it cannot be perfetly known in this life, 
ipſs effe= and indeed Chriſtians ſhould in their prone 
TE: and deſires, bereaching after that, both in re- 
cauſam & 1p<R of grace and comfort, for themſelves and 
forte bunc others, which they ſhall not fully enjoy, till 
dilefionis they come to heaven, Thus Pas! for himſelf 
1/077, & reached after ſuch a meaſure of holineſs, as the 
wy _ Saints ſhall have at the reſurreRion of the dead , 


ipſo ftlatua- (k ) If by any means 1 might attain unto the reſur- |. 


#: ab ullo for theſe Epheſians, That they might know the . 
corde bu= Ie of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, and be * 
mano, ab A 
ullointets filled With all the fulne(s of God. , 
legþu crea- »n th 
to tota ejus amplitude ci poſſity & contineri, Bodius in Epheſ.p.401, * 
k Phil. 4. 11. Thar perfeion of holineſs, that aceompanicth the 
oftare of the reſurreRion, Trap, 


towards the Children of Men, 


C , 
fectly,) | Set. 4; 
* 'Y 
y Pp: this time I hope you perceive the Apo... The ſenſe 
d files meining. He prayes, that theſe E.. f the A- 
*< pheſians might know, that 1s, know more, with ww A114) 
« more clearneſs, certainty, experience and aſſu- 
rance of the love of Chriſt , that ſingular, emi- 
** nent, excelent love, which Jet init ſelf ts ſo © 
* preat, that it ts. without the reach of humane 
* anderſtanding, even that which i moſt ſaniti- 
* fied, to comprehend it fully in the dimenſions of 
"it 


Having given you this account of the words, The Ob- 
he Obſervations which I might draw from ſervations 
hem are three, railed. 

T hat the love of Feſus Chriſt to mankind, is an 
> Exceeding great, and incomprehenſible love. It is 
alled love pafſing —_—_ 

T he knowledge of this love, and improvement (+4.) (> 
herein, ought to be the ſtudy of every Chriſtian 
n this life. The Apoſtle prayes for it, as that 
bich*they ſhould long and labour after for 
hemſelyes. 

' Acquaintance with eſus Chriſt int the great= (1) 
meſs of his love, us an eXtellent help to ſtedfaſtneſs 
3» the profeſſion of the Goſpel, amidſt all the diff 
h the Enlties and diſcouragements of the world. Thats 
he ground of his prayer. 
It is the firſt of theſe which I mainly intend, 

et inthe handling of this, I ſhall have occaſion 

£0 ſpeak ſomething of the other two. 


A Aquod emnia ſo the love of Chriſt is the Center of all that 
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CHAP II 


The Point then is this; ſt 


Fat the love of Feſus C Writ, which he hatl loy 
Do. ſrewed to the Children men, is an exceedin nei 
4 great and incomprehenſible love, A love thaf Sali 


paſſeth knowledge. 


- — 


Se. 1. i, 


_ _— ——_ 
—_—_— tc — 


hn Tare- HE very firſt letter of his Name js Wond | 
duRion to k ful, lat and he is as wonderful i oy 
= hand- hislove asin any thing elſe. This isthe Gold: 
| mg © X{inein the deep thinss of God,1 Cor.2.10.T aff 
 areunſearchable riches in Chrift, Eph. 3.8 .: 
1 Tixes Ibis isthe vein that runs through all theſe rich 
ex-74us- The Apoſtle calls Goalineſs a myſtery, a g 
Teror>ulti- myſtery, © Tim. 3. 16. and this love of Chil 
4); 7-2 is the golden ring that runs through all thel 
trams Serip. »yſterzes, and on which they hang togethe! 
eure, ad (1) As Chriſt is the Center of the whole Scriptun 


1 la 


—_— ** circumference of g50d things, which poor Chrij 
+5, * ans have, or hope for by him. A love, as fark 
Gech. Ex- yond the thoughts and anderſtandings of ment *._ . 
eg.d- Sacr. comprehend, as it is beyond their z2erits tO 
Scrip. P» ſerve: ſothatinbandling hereof, 1 may ſay s 
_ ".._ Cm) Fatih 


he hat 
xceeas 
We ft 


3.8. 
ſe riches 


4 Or 

f tÞ l 
all thel 
ogethe! 
craptun 
that wv 

 Chri ; 


towards the Children of Men. 5 
(m)Father doth upon the ſame ſubjeR,7 am /ike m Chry/oft. 


Ya} 4 man digging in a deep Spring , I ſtand here, and ** he is ci» 


the water riſeth upon me, 1 ſtand there, andthe _ by Mrs 
rap on 


water ſtill ri(eth upon me, and no hopes of ever fa- 

thoming this Aby(ſe of love. But fron fo wee a—_ 
then do you take ſuch a ſubje& in.hand ? Ian- 

ſwer, Though we can never know it all, yet we 

may, and muſt grow in the knowledge of this 

love of Chriſt, and dive into this Sea, that hath 

neicher bank nor bottome, and where, as in the 

Salt Waters, he deeper the ſWeeter., So that the 
myſterious depth, andunſearchableneſs of this |. 


loye, is no Smperſedeas to our ſtudying and 


preaching, nor to your hearing and earning of 
it, We cannot preach Chriſt, but we muſt preach 
love, for he is Love : you muſt give us leave 
therefore to ſpeak of ir, though we do bur bal- 
butire, ſummer it out, tor we can do no more; 


] wecantell yourhat it is exceeding great,though 
how great it is we cannot tell : only becauſe it 
paſſerh knowledge, you cannot think we ſpeak 


too highly of it : for (n)) Chriſt admits of no Hy- n Chrifts 


perbele;, and if we ſpeak not all, you cannot 9% patituy 


ame us, for whocan declare it ? neither Men 0% 
nor Argels, And yet in ſpeaking and hearing x 
of it, we may ſay, t zs good to be bere, that when 
we cannot comprehend this love of Chriſt, we 
_ be comprehended by it, which is worth our 
F, 4 


Inthe proſecution of this point, I ſhall few The Mos 


ny you what love I mean, and give you arguments of *hod r0- 

03 oy” ehenfibizneſs, and 10 appt) it. po 1dcds 
ſay 4 

ir SeR. 


1) Fatly: 


4.1644 


' obſtante 
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Se, 2. 


What love 


ane O fhew you what love I mean; 1 rold yC 


mean, it was the /ove of Chriſt before, andT me 


tionand ſalvation of ſinners, (which work la 
mainly on thg hands of Chriſt, as to the manage 
ment, and accompliſhment of it ) a work ap 


pointed and undertaken on purpoſe to magnifies 


fall 
hel 
no! 
ſto. 
EVe 


the 


v will 
In gene- in general, his Redeeming-love, that love, whid 
ral. he hath manifeſted and magnified in the redemp 


love and grace, as the work, of Creation was t0 wa 
nifie power, which it doth, in an unſpeakablg it... 


and 
and unconceivable manner. 
More particalarly, 
In particu- | 
har, ' (71.) I mean that /ove of the Lord Peſw 


whereby, when from all erer»:ity he was the dj 
eProv.'8. ling aud delight of his Father,(o Jever by him, 
Jo- one brought up with him, and was daily his dt 
v. 31, fight, rejoycing alway before him, yet event 

» Hoe ta- bus delights were the Sons of Men. (p) Notwitl 
men fel. ſtanding his moſt bleſſed condition with his Father 
6iſſimo non yet ſo great was his Philanthropie, his love t 

by mankind, ' that he was ſo delighted in us, as tobi 
Pm 9 willing to converſe with us, and communicate al 
patiem fru- , _* 
ebar Batu, kind of bleſſings to us. 
fe filiis o- (2.) That Ie, whereby he fo freely an 


—_— des readily undertook the great, and coſtly work 
tftoi, ut Sh | , E. 
ewm iis verſari lubet, & bencaiftiones omni genere communi cart 


Cartwright it loc. 
y fall 


y £00 


who 


towards the Children of Mep, 17 
fallen mans recovery : that when mas could not 
help himſelf, and a// the Angels in Heaven were 
not able to adminiſter ſaffictent help for his re- 
| ſtoration, bur mans redemption had ceaſed for 
ever, inreſpec of any poſlible aſſiſtance from 
the creature to advance and effe& ir, then be 
& willingly ſubmicted to it, (q)that whey ſacrifice 1 Pſa1.48. 
and Ring, burm-efferings and ſacrifices for ſin 4 * s. 
Would not do, then he ſaid, Lo, I come to ds thy , = oF 
will, OGed, Yea, it was his delight to do this 
will of God, in ſaving loſt man, and this Law 
rk ap ( though a ſavgainary Law to him, and that 
agnifies which was co colt him his hearts-blood, bis 5 " JO a 
was t0) was within his heart, as the Pſalmiſt expreſlerh Sins oy 
akablez it, He was content to be a bored Servant for the «f, neg 
3 good of mankind : Afine ears hajt thou opened, jure per9*- 
| or digged, ( ſayes hein his Type, v. 6. ); a# al {#9 ns 
lafon, (r) as ſome think, to that cuſtome among wid wtf 
| the Jews, mentioned Exod, 21.6. Deut.g 5.17. gt a 
| Feſuſ] who bored the ears of their Servants, who liked, rem de qud 
he dar{ and were willing to abide in their ſervice, That Deut: 15+ 
hin, al when he lookgd, and there was none to help, and he 17* _ 
\ bis dr4 Wondered that there Was none to uphold, then his gy 2 
ven thai own arm brought ſalvation, to allude to thats ga. £33 
otwith{ of the Propher (1): (t) As his divine power made 5. 
Father} him able to effett what he offered, ſo bs love and © v922 
love th pity moved him to offer his aid for mans Redemp- | "_ 
as to bis than, : Po 435? 


Cate 4b 


jd ye 
I me 
 whic 
edemp 
ork la 
anape 
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» fattus eſt God Was made liketo his own Servants, Howe- 
 Fmilis: yerhisocher Atcributes of Majeſty, Power andf"* 7 
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(3) [ Hat love, whereby be took our », 
INES ” rxre upon him, (uv) not the nature ff Yb! 
wW 4 Cor. Angels, but the Seedof Abraham, (w) That hy od | 
$8.5 who was rich, ſbould for our fakes become poor in 
x Joh, 1. thathe (x) who was the Word with God in the bes 15 
D314: ginming, andwas God, ſhonld be made fleſh, and bow, 
: . '+ dwell among 4, that he who was the eternalÞ7- 
z Phit. 2. Son of God, ſhonld #» the fulveſs of rime (y ) bef* of 
6, 7,8. made of a Woman, whom himfelf had made,Fo<0 
a Des 4- that he (z) who was in the form of- God, ana fren 
pot thong ht it no robbery to be equal with God, ſhouldF* ki 
nes, won't make himſelf of no reputation, and take wp On him FJ f 
is bomines, the forrs of a Servant, and be made in the likeneſiÞy 9% 
fatins eſt of men, and be found in fufvion as a man. Thidfo®/t 
vor was loy2, and this love was exceeding great :F' # 
inviſtbilis (a) It was in love only, that God came unto menf*e 
ſervis ſuis #mto men, Was wade man; in love, the invifrblep%uc 


Aug. Man. Glory were eclipſed, yer this of Kindneſs and re) 


Cap Z1, 


bT:-3 4. Love had a great and clear E piphany, (b) Theſe, au 
cVelat'o Rinaneſs and love of God onr Saviour, towards|aſce, 
Deutatis, man, appeared, ſayes the Apoſtle, (c) Ther 
her atio weiling of his Deity, was the revealing of his Ivor. FT 
COAaritark. . . 

d ubi enim (4) And when bis humanity was made known, 

Dei innatc= #15 kinaneſs conld not be concealed : nor was it 
{cit huma. ordinary kindneſs and love neither, for { as that 
mitas, 147 

benign as {at S107; foteft, Bern. in Epiph, Ser, IL. 16; p. 19. 


* 4A 


arvent 


towards the Children of Men, 9 


_ Krvont F ather goes on) (e) Wherein could he «© In 91c0 
ommend his love more, than by taking my fleſh ? 19815 com- 
mine 1 [ay, not Adanis, . ] mean that which he paged: 
4d before the Fall. What can ſo mnch declare poterar be- 
Dur 1M mercy, as hus taking upon him miſery it ſelf ? SR 
tare off hat is [o full of goodneſs, as that the word "of ſuſcprends 
That God ſoould be maae withering graſs ? (for our 77m me- 
16 poor ; ſeſh is no better, 1/a. 40.6, 7.) Lord! what _ 
| the bes man, that thow ſhouldeſt magnifie him ? that - _—_; 
ſh, andiphon ſronldeſt ſet thine heart upon hinz ? Job 7, Ada _— 
eternalÞ7. Here man may confider how great Gods care non 
(y) beſo of him, hence he may learn what to think, What grate ille 
made, vconceive. Acknowleage, O man, bow much he abut anze 
d, andffremed whee, by what he was made for thee, that Suid tax- 
 ſhouldfÞ% kindneſs tay appear to thee from his bumani-'opere de- 
on him * for by how wuch the leſs he made himſelf in claret m:ſe- 
theneſ, ip Pawanity, by ſo much the greater ſhewed he rICordiam 
Thief#m/elf in his | 65g . and by how much the low-- Far” ro 


or me, by ſo mach the dearer. he ts ſuſcepit mi= 


TT 


great : i WA 

o wen fome. Thus he : and with him I conclude this £149” ? 

viſrhlepuriculgr, Ovid ita 

4 owe- pretate pl-- 
LLP qudm 


er and$%%« Dei Verbum propter nos fatlum eft fanum ? D: mine ' quid eft 


f andÞ quia reputas eum f aut quid apponis (rea ewm cor tuwn ? Hi 
| } f Hic 
) The ttindat homo, quanta ſit cura equs Deo; binc ſcaat quid de eo cogi- 
et, aut quad ſegtiat uantz fec þ > 
. Luantz fect re, ex his que pro te ſafins eff ag- 


WardsPuſce, ut appareat tibi benignitas ejus ex humanitate Buanto ent 

) Theorem ſe fecit in human'tate,tanto majorem exbibuit ſe in Ronin, 
« love © 4#4ntopro me viliar, tanto mm charior eſt, Bern, ub ſupra. : 
OWN, 

was it 

s that 


Rr C 2 Sec, 


OK? 
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Sea. 4. 


Hat 2ve, whereby he took our ſin life | 

mmm tx "wy wank: him, (f) x6 made under thij # fri 
ei LIE: Law, (g) made Sin for us, (b) made a Curſyy $70 
h Gal. 3. for 1) He Was {ent in the ſimilizude of fi love, 

3* forws, (1) : — 
od ful fleſþ, and chough he had no ſin of his owny ' 
yo wh 'yet (k) the iniquities of us all were laid, or mai _ 
\ che homes wpon him, infomuch as (1) Luther ſaycy $ 
ſummus - he-was the chiefeſt of ſinners ; not that he comm ); 
Pfceutol'5 red any himſelf, (for he knew no ſin) but becanſ ( 
—— rook upon himſelf the ſins which We had com way 
xi Ara mitted, and bore them in his own bod), ou the tyet = | 
peceata;ſed for the ſatrsfaFtion of divine Fuſtice, as Our Spomy vi 
quad ca' a for and Sarety. Thus he was a mas of ſorrow bw ” 
nobls com- 0d acqnainted with grief : but he bore on #im 
pede griefs, and carried our ſorrows; he was wound a = 
—_ ſu. ed for our tranſgreſſions, and braiſed for our in , C 
x. Luth, quities, the chaſtiſement of our peace was pn _ 
Loci. him ;, . he was oppreſſed and affiifted, numbr not 
Char with tranſgreſſors;, hs ſoul was made an offerin you 
prim, p. . for ſin, and poured ont unto death : but it wa _ 
35-36. forthe as. &, "xy of his people thatabe was th Mk 
m Iſa. 3. frichen, asthe (m) E vangelical Prophet bath i = 
2+ 9272 (n) Thus he hambled himſelf, and became obty 0 ; 
nÞh dens aient to death, even the death of the Croſs, an ww 
01 Pet, 1. redeemed #s, (0) not with corruptible things, «aj aj 


1 J ol . 4 
rm, a4 


, . hrs 
af. (mi... more efþecially conſidered inthe P aſſion of C | 

4 RT The Seffering it ſelf, the Manner, po” y 
auſe, 


ur ſin 


der th 


| Car| 
f þ 
 -QWT 
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ſayes 
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can 
{ com 
be tyer 


$ His whole /;fe, from firſt to laſt, was but oxe con- 


_ - 


 towafels the Children of Men, 21 
Cauſe; in the Saffering bis Patience, in the 

Manner his Humility, in the Canſe bis Love is 
commended. Here was leve then. {ſt was not a 
forced, but a free undertaking. 7 /ay down my q Job. 10. 
life (laith (q) he) for the ſheep ,, no wan taketh "5 

it from me, but ] lay it down of my ſelf ,, and the *' " 
ground of this undercaking was his pare and meer 
love, it was his kind heart that killed him, ne- 

ver was his love {0 plainly and fairly written, as 
ia the agen ++ that blood which he ſhed on 
the Croſs, which he that runs may read : for (tr) r'Si nor 
if he had not loved, he Would never have ſuffered. 4uec/et, 
(1) Hereby perceive we the love of God, becanſe 1" 
he laid doWwn his life for us. Therefore we, find |; 4. © 
his love and his ſuffering joyned together in pal. cap. 
Scripture : (t) #ho loved me, and gave hins(elf 4". p- 73- 


4 for me. (u) As Chrift hath loved us, and given + Joh. 3. 
ml himſelf for us, an offeritg and ſacrifice to God, of , 1 .. 


a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour. (%) As Chriſt loved ,,, 


4 the Church, and gave himſelf for it. And this uEph. 5.2. 
al Jove was great, exceeding great: for if he had 


WU 25. 
not loved much, he would never have /affered /o + 99. 


muchas he did ; (x) the greatneſs of his love may yan; 


g be conſidered in the greatne/s of his Paſſion. BUt magnitude 


here how eafily might Iloſe my ſelfin fo large a conſedere- | 
Field, were not confined? letir ſerve there. !#/ 4 


l ; ha tatss. Bcrn. 
foreco tell you in general, That his paixs were ju 


and 5ntolerable, his ſorrows unutterable, his whole 17 ulnera 
| Paſſion nnconceivable by any but himſelf, who Chriſti ſunt 


» amore. 
. . fulgida, 
tinzed Paſſion : but the extremity of all, was in -.— 


by enduring, was fully GR with them. 4olore {tw- 


4 the cloze of all, which dath more eminently mil.Pairs- 
| bear that name, Oh! how doleful a Tragedy p+ 805: 


C 3 was 
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— y Term wasthis | what dreadful things did he ſuffer then 


pro, op" fromall hands! Heaves, Earth and Hell, Go | o 
A Aenand Devils, all laying load on him. (y)Hefp x9 


14. 32,24, endured much in his Body, by ſpitting, prickingÞ ,,. 
Sant buſfeting, ſcourging, racking, nailing, Piercing els 
are all trill it was all bt one wound : but he endured 
__—_ more in his Soul, (which indeed was the ſoul off j,, 
Sauba, his ſufferings) infomuch as he was (7) ſore ama}, 
aMuoray, £4, and very heavy, exceeding ſorrowful, ev 
elrvms wnte death, and being (a) in an agony, his ſweat — 
viva, Of was as it were great drops of blood, falling doWn 
which © ;othe ground, this made him cry out, (b) 24) 
words ſce L 


Dr. Pear- God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? till a 


* fon onthe laſt (c) he bowed his head, and gave up the Ghof(s. 


Creed. Bleſſed Lord ! whither did thy Ive carry thee 
(mM) Pp. ind how great Was that love, which carried thi him 
Cartwright Fhus far for ws! The Jews ſaid, when he ſhelf gi 
on the tears over dead Lazarus, Behold how be lovell Thy 
Creed. p. hin! Joh, 17. 36. but with much more reaſoy fait 
__ may we ſay, when he ſhed his heart-blood ovetfjand 
Ch. «+, Us that were dead in trefpaſſes and ſins, Behol wor 
a Luk. 2.2, #0W he loved 45 ! Becauſe of that exceſſive lou{ gra 
44» ( faith (d ) Bernard) wherewith God loved ul San 
b Mar. 27+ weither the Father 5þared the Son, nor the Sf Ad: 
47k tg himſelf, that he might redeem a Servant ;, trulſſtion, 
30. © exceſſive, becauſe it exceedeth all meaſure, dithe 
dProptcr bounds, avd plainly ſurpaſſeth all things. Mither 
nimiam there was n0 ſorrow like to his ſorrow, ſother{ «: 
charitates.. was no love like to bis love. In the Greek LitmfIn : 
F-r..ir De. £7 IDErciS mention made (and that juſtly) of hif and 
ws, ne pa. #1knewn ſufferings : be ſure then they were thibioo, 


ter filiognec fruit Of his nkyown love : nothing but love coulunts 
- fibu filius | 


, Wpſe vepercrr ; worn mmiam, quia & menſuram excedit, modum ſujt it 
, 


rat, plane {.epcr-emimncns mois, Bern, Serm, in Pafl. P. 34+ 


may 


towards the Children of Mes, 27 


0ve 
fer then : hi b 
's make him /»ffer, and nothing but great love 
ell, Go could imeoh/ [offer ſuch grievous x. un as he < Per wil. 


(y) - *# did for our ſakes. (ec) #e may diſcern his boyy. **'* raiſes 
ricking els of love through his Wounds ;, he bled love at "a ——- 
piercing every vein; his drops of blood were love-drops, pare 4. p. 
_ and the more blood he ſhed for us, the more love he 495. Pare. 


ftewed tous, and the more love he deſerves from '» Pp. 447» 
Wwe ama 


ul, ev 
os ſweat ———— - — 
ng aoWn 

(b) 2h Sec 5, 
e Ghif4(s5.) Hat love, whereby in his own due 
ry. thee time be (f) calls, and coverts unto Ia, 55.5. 
ried the himſelf his E/e&, who from all eternity were Rom. 8.30. 
he ſhelf gives him by the Father, and by yermue of _ NN 
be lovell Union with his Perſon, through a Firit of "44a 
: reaſon faith, gives them communion in his bleſſings 1 Joh, 3, 
00d oveJand benefits, as they are able to receive in this 24. 

Behol world, giving them from his own fulneſs , * ©. 7. 
ſrve lou grace for grace ;, Wiſdome, Righteouſneſs, Eoh. b. 3. 
wed wi Sanftification and Redemption; Acceptance , Joh, 1.16. 
the Sup Ad tion, Remiſſion, Obſignation , Regenera- 1 Cor. x. 
t; truliftion, Santtification, Liberty, Peace, Foy in Ar 
wre, djthe Holy Ghoſt, and whatever may make ,* _ 
gs. AMfthem happy in this world, and hopeful, Ti.,,"; 
ſo ther. heirs of eternal life, in the world to come. Eph.y.25, 
& LitmIn a word , that whereby he loveth them , 26527. 
1) of if and waſteth them from their fins in his own 1h: 3:36. 
veretplod, ayd makes them Kings and Prieſts y / s 
ve COulunto God , and his Father , which de- x, 

ſerves that Doxology which is there annexed to Tir. 3. 7, 

lum ſup it, tobe breathed forth by all who baye an in- Pl. u0.3+ 
"es s C 4 tereſt 


may 


'/ 


VT or Ir re EO 95ers + >>, 
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Ezck. 16. tereſt in it, 7 o him be glory, and dominion, f 
'B. ever, Amen, Indeed it is 4 day of porter, 
+ non & which a ſoul is brought into the participation 
Non lawn- heſe priviledges; yet it is power mixt With ly 
ſet, ni di-called therefore a time of love. © Chriſt dra 

texiſſet, fortiter & ſwaviter, ſtrongly by bis power, at 
ri yet ſweetly by his /ave. And though this lo 
- puſtea 4. M3y lye bid and concealed for the preſent, | 
texit, ſid reaſon of thoſe convelſions and terrours whit 
prizs di- accompany ſome mens converſion, yet it lye 
exit, & arthe bottome, riſethup, breakerh forth ar laſ 
poſtea '%= \hen the wooed foul is won to Chriſt , ar 
vit. Rich. 4h + 9 

de $. Vic- f[porſed to him as a chaſte Virgin, and hat 
tore in lcc. taſted the ſweetneſs of his fellowſhip, and knoy 
ur citatur the r;chueſs of thoſe poſſeſſions and priviledpes, 


a Gcrh. in which he hath eſtated her : then, I ſay, it ap 


il. 1 | 
_ pears, and leavesthe man full of gratitude, ye 


m5 p.804. Of adrmiration,upon ſenſe ofthe exceeding pre 
x :Tin«-3. nels of thatlove, which hath brought him t04 
x3. this, Thus j was with Par, (x) who ups 
Le} | * conſideration, that he who was a b/aſphemer, 

Pre ardorc perſecntor, and injurious, ſhould obtain merc) 
er: mipit iz and (Rat Chriſt Feſus ſhould come into the wor 
tam > to {ave him, the _—_ of-ſenners, 1s raiſed al 
Fenn? evenraviſked with the thoughts of jt, and crye 
2+. Out, (y) Thegrace of our Lord Jeſus was e 

2 ha qui- Creatug abundant towards me with faith, and lo 
6:15 ſear which us in Chriſt Feſus , and then, as if he want 


£r3!2/49:- ed words to expreſs bis gratitude, he breaks oy 


ZW EXPrt- + þ a, 
rag, 1890 taole ſignificant expreſſions of his afﬀeR 


Fp:phoze=" On, *(Z) To the King eternal, immurtal, invi 


ata p ecipue locun habiaty ub! abrurperc orationen cgimur,q!ts is 


1.4 Git tudo ſu,erat. Quad autex Pauli converſione adnmria lus? Quit 
9.4N aps femil prnes admonet ſuo exemplo, aunquam de gy aita drvilt 


"0cationny elſe cogitandium,auin tan{ew efferamur admirat:one, Cale 
3 fibiey. 


H loc, 


15 not 
life on 


is the | 
dation 


$ »ihtration of Angels, he keeps t 
{ hath thus ca4ed, and converted unto that K ing» b Joh. 10. 


| them, (F) going before to prepare @ place for them, 
4 from whence, (s) whes the times of refreſhing and d Heb. g. 


1 were 11 hand, and preſent Poſſeſſion. All whic 


towards the Chilaren of Men, 25 


| (ble, the only Wiſe God, be Honour and Glory, 


for ever and ever, Amen, 


—— EET 


Sect, 6, 


| ——_— 


T Hat love, wp through his (a) _ 2 Joh. 17. 
ceſſion, grace, (b) power, ſpirit, and (c) mi- 11, &c. 
hole whom he Hed. 7.25: 
dome, Glory, Inheritance incorraptible, undefiled, _— . " 
and that fadeth not away, which he hath (d) 14. 

purchaſed , and is reſerved in heaven for them Plal. 91. 


: . IT, 12- 
whither he entered, as their (e) fore-runner for 1 Per. 1.45 


reſtitution of all things ſhall come, (T1) he will de- 12. 15. 


i ſcend witha fhont, with the voice of the Arche © Heb. 6. 


20, 


angel, and with the 77amp of God; and (i) will 5.4, 1 .- 
come again, and take them, with all his memberg 4 "4 
to himſelf, that where he ts, they may be alſs, not g AQs 3. 
being ſatisfied, as not being compleat without 19: 27- 


{ them, who are (k) his body, the fulneſs of him ** The 


that fills allin all, A matter of tirong conſola. John 14 
tion to believers, that all they have by Chriſt, ;. 


{ is not confined to this world : for (1) :f in this k Eph» 1. 


life only We had hope in C hriſt, we were of all men Y <q 


_: moſt miſerable, and that their hopes and rever {i- 15.19. 


ex; by Chriſt inthe world ro come, are fo ſecared m Biſhop 
dy him, that they are as ſafe and ſare, as if =_- ner 
on ria, 


is the fruit of admirable love : (m) for the foun- pour 


| dation of all our mercies, preſent or future, enjoj- 4g. 


e 


# 


The tranſcendency of Chrifts Love 


ed or expefted, is an over flowing of love in Chrif 
without ſtiut or meaſure ;, a tmruing of heart, 
rowling and ſounding of bowels, a love which ſu 2, ;$ 
paſſeth knowledge, which is as much beyond th 
thonghts or comprehenſions, as it # above the my *FÞ 
rits of men. Toconclude this, As there wasa 
#»finite price laid down to purchaſe Heiven a 
> a forus; and an infinite power laid out, i 
calling and keeping the Ele tothe poſſeſſion of ' 
the purchaſe : ſoit was, andis no leſs than ; M . 
finite love, that enclined Jeſus Chriſt to /ay dow ,,eatne 
that price, and ſtill enclines him to lay ont thaf 7.4 1, 
power on the behalf, and for the benefit Of dear! 
bought, and as dearly beloved ſouls. This is tht 
love thatI mean, andif the devout and diligent ___ 
Reader would be further affeRted with it, 1 re 
ferre him to the holy Rapture of Biſhop Hall on 
this ſubjeR, firſt Printed in a ſmall Volume 
with another Treatiſe, called Chriſt Myſtical y T ;, 
and now inſerted in the third Volume of hi Þ jv. 
Works, # Folio. f oh of C 
21, As 
be (aid 
he beins 
T7 be 5»fin 
| himſelf, 
be caps 
: bu 
were C 
Chriſt þ 
(which 
| thoſe y 


ſhame ; 


ve towards the Children of Men, 27 


hyil 


ARA EANAAMMMAY 


\ wy A 

4 CHAP, IIt 
2 ll 
N Y next work is to give youthe 4rgu- _ (2) 
T s ments, by which the incomprehenſible ** '*- 
lon greatneſs of this love of Chriſt may be confirmed 1... Ghic. 
we | ENNDIC 

and demonſtrated. neſs of 
arh And they are ſuch as theſe : Chriſts 
the love co- 
rem | Et, fit med by 
a - ' bes 4 Argu= 
/ onf Se, -T; Mr 
me, | ; 
cal, [ T muſt needs be greatandincomprehenſible Arg. 1. 


love, paſſing knowledge, becanſe it us the 
Ive of Chriſt. It was ſaid of Gideon, Judges 8. © 
21, As the man ts, ſos his ſtrength ,, and it muſt 
be (aid of Chriſt, As he is, {o z his leve. Now 
he being an i»finite perſon, his love muſt needs 
be 5nfinite love, or elſe he would not love like 
| himſelf, He was 14a indeed, 'that he mighe 
be capable of loving us in ſucha way as we need- 
p ed: but he was Ged alſo, that he might accom- 
pliſh the ends and deſigns of his love, which * Quos ſu 
were our Redemption and Salyation : now _— 
Chriſt being God, and fo infinite in his nature _—_ 
( which is a piece of every Chriſtians Creed, and Dei $t;us. 
| thoſe who deny it now, will * feel it to their Acer. 
ſhame and ſorrow another day) that love which pg _ 
| ic 3- P, 


=y 


by 


fo 7 
Chri#t 


23 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love | 
n Infnitis, isin him, and inſeparable from his Eſſence ( fo 
ſecundum Gd ;5 Love, 1 John 4. 16. ) is undoubtedly ix 
quod 12f” ite; and as ſoon may (n) finite creatures (1 of our 


O__ as we are ) comprehend that whicli is infinite, 141 err 
B-d. Ax. be able to comprehend this love of Chri _ 
OC WW 4 


Philoſ. p. Alas ! there are lower and leſſer things whi 
97. puzzle and non-glus the moſt reaching head the He 
mong us, and how ſhall we then be able tore of q he 1 
o Vide this? (0) The natural Works of Creation an ** "7 
Leffiili- Providence have many ſecrets which we candy ©” ophe 
_ wt dive into, many ridales which we cannot maket 
ja re : * fold: for (p) he doth grear things, and unſearc{ 2m 
fant | . moſt d 
ec. able, marvellous things without number, W Fin 
Glanvils can anſwer the 2 #erics put by the mighty Gd © mp 
hn ed tO (4) fob? (r) who knoweth the way of th} Ota 
ah”? Spirit ? or how the bones do grow in the Womb " H | 
Þ Job g, g. ber that is with Child ? The formation, quid (7) Ht 
q Job 38. ning, growth of a Child in the Womb, is a my - 
3949.41, fteyy tous. Whois there thar is fully acquaing* ** ry 
—_— 5 ed with the introdu(tion, nature, and workinf Mori 
21's. Ofhisownſoul? which, asnowit is, is (1) DS 
ſJer. 19,9. ceitfhl above all things, and deiÞerately wicke wy þ 
tEzck.1, Who. can know it ? Who can ſee the (t) weſt 
3 6: within the wheel, the ſecret ring of Provident ras 
that moves and turns the many, and ſeeming ** Jon 
u Pſal. 77. ly croſs revolations in the world > (v) Who oY a 
19. . ® . Ja8find( 
trace Gods Way in the Sea, and his path in t 1; 
reat Waters, and hu feotſteps, which are 1 Gra 4 | 
wTob 11, = ? and how then (w) can we by ſearchi 
3+8,9. findout God? canwe findonut hs love to perfelh 
| on? It is as high as Heaven, What can We « 
It #s deeper than Hell, What can we know ? T 
meaſure thereof ts longer thaw the Earth, 4 
broader than the Sea, tO allude to that of Zops 
( 


_ towards the Children of Meg, 29 


(kf ,bk. How can we underſtand the /ove of 
ly; | Chrifts heart, who are ſuch ſtrangers to the /xſts , ——_ 
of our own hearts ? for (x) who can underſtand ,, , 


(d [9 erronrs ? layes the K inely Prophet. Let him 

h;al8 that thinks to attain unto ur, firlt (y) meaſare y la. 49. 
whic #he Waters in the hollow of his hand, and mete out "** 

ead þ the Heaven with a fþan, and comprehend the duſt 

read of the Earth in a meaſure, and weigh the Monn- 

» anfl tains in ſcales, and the Hills in a balance, as the 

ann Prophet ſpeaks, Study it-we may, and: muſt 

ot of Make it the chief of our ſtudies, ro know it ex- a 

- arc perimentally and favingly : bur yet after our 


moſt m_— ſtudy, and the higheſt knowledge 

1G of it, which we can attain unto inthis life, we 

of i muſt fir downcontent with that learned mans z 
# Motto, in reference to Science in general, n_ - 

7nich, (z) How much us there Which we &now not ! and fomm Bs 

4 \ ay 4s Father Pax/l of Venice was wont to. ſay, Quo mayis 

nains 7 #* more we ſtudy it, the more we ſee, how little Audits in« 


alng , Ik 4 - 
. |} or nothing We underſtand of ir. Even Agar him- vim, 
'S'$ ſelf though: a yery wiſe man, yet in his ow ge 
1a. * | _} S OWE Os v1de- 


thoughts, in reſpect of the xnowledge of God'j,,;, 9:34 
ck and Chriſt, was but at the firlt beginning of his hal F "3%. | 
lems Catechiſm, (a) What is bis Name * and what 15 996, Bc- 

his Sons Name ? But t& Tut: uy. chis, As foon'?e3 EP 


Qo!.Q.ecſt, 


\0 4 ay a man find out Go, who is unſearchable, 1. 7,7. y;. 


n 0 find out the love of Chriſt to perfeRion : for 4x. p. 86. 
7 God us love, and Chriſt is God, and his love likes Prov.zo- 
ychi bimſelf, infinize, 'lhat's the firſt, 4+ 

rfelln 

pe dl 

#, | SECT, 


.. 4 


roph 
( 
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* [T Kn 


| RS —.$toanc 
© ſome 
Sect, 2, the cc 
(c) 1M 
b Omnia Y next Argwment ſhall be formed our $#bus, 
«iligit De- of Chriſts own words, Joh. 1 5, 9. As the(2t4) 


»s que [e- rather hath loved me, ſo have 1 loved you. From 


cit, Of ite 
2/24 ma. WRENCE I thus argue, 


gis diligit , If ( hrift hath loved us as his Father loved 
creaturas him, then hs love ts exceeding great and 
wy _— incomprehenſible. | 

eas ampli. But Chrift hath loved % 4s his Father loved 
KS, que 178, 


ſunt mm. Therefore, &C. 


bra wnige- The Afinor is proved from the place foremen- 
tioned, which will ſtrongly conclude that which 


mt ſur, 
multo Nas 


ei ipſwn I bring it for. There is no doubt, but as the 


anigen's Father is Fons Deitatts, the Fountain of the Dei- 
tun.Gerh. ty, ſohe is Fons amors, the Fountain of love; 
loc. coin. and as he isthe Fountain of love, ſurely he lets 
_ " out the largeſt meaſures of love upon Peſm 
Auguſtin. Chriſt. (b) The Father loves the Sen accord: 
© God loves 51g to both his natures ;, according to his divint 
all he © Parwre he loves him ſo perfeftly and ardently as 
a " himſelf, that tis, With an anmeaſurable love; 
nero according to his humane nature, he loveth him 


creatures; With & principal love, above all the creatures bt 
more elpc- Jes, Now Chriſt ſayes bere, that he ha:h lo- 


_ 5 _ ved us, as hug Father loved him, which queſtion 
bur 2bove 1el8 isin a moſt tranſcendent manner. 

all his only begotren Son. Pater di/igit fulium ſecundum utramg, tm 
aituram, quia ſecundum naturam divinim diligit eum tam perfette, 
e&+ fervide ſicut ſeipſum(viz. )amare imm:nſo ; ſecundum naturam vi 
1d a{ſumptam diligit enm amore pracipno, magis (viz.) quam cunt 
ſimul creata, Dion, Catth, in loc. (mibi) p, 854. 


he lai} 
briſt, 
ble Ar 
is if & 
ove 10! 
s but « 
Father 
nave lo 
FAIR, 
reters. 
o liebe 
5 love 
im in | 
ved 
elaſt 
lieyer 
t for 
(1. 
It 1: 
162.4 Wi 
we. *r 


wards 


(2) 


Procum 
PIetes C2 
# facere 


towards the Children of Men. 3k. 


or 
! Tknowthereare that expound this Scripture 
__*roanother ſenſe, which muſt not paſs without 
ome conſideration, that it may not prejudice 
the concluſion which 1 would draw from it. 
(c) Maldonate would have the words to-run 
ous hus, As the Father hath loved me, and have <— . 
Ip : paratte 
« the Woved Yor, ſo continue in my love ; taking love int onis mcn- 
rome lai} clauſe, for that love, by which we love 6, Sicuc 
briſt, and che two former branches for a dou- exit mc 


"Me ble Argument, to urge continuance in that | = - _ 
- ans if the meaning were, (d.) Continue in = F {ext ; altc- 


we tome, becauſe my Father loveth me ; and it rum v3, 
4 but equal that you ſhould love him whom the Man'te in 
Father loves ſo much, and likewiſe, becauſe 7 ©*f#ions 
ave loved you, and therefore you ought to love me po ood. 
men #2415. Bur he confeſſeth, (e) that all the Inter- tvs a8 6; i.. 
ohich$!*1*7- which he had read, do take the compariſon gendum ſe 
s the 0s {i berwixt the love of the Father to himſelf, and hortatur, 


. bs [ove to his Diſciples, and I ſhall not follow id$, duas 


loved 


LS. f . | : 
/ove $M in his Sugularity, whenthe commonly re. mg, 
« leg ${ived ſenſe is ſo clearand plun. Nor is vein quid ſe 


elaſt clauſe to be taken for that love, which 9*94, pates 


lievers bear to Chrift, as he would have it, #2 ©: 
t for that /ope which Chriſt bears to them. o—_ % 


Lvme 
ly as ( 1.) The very 'words found to this fenſer 1igane, 
love; Yr It IS MaveTe & Ti any Ti El, which quem parer 


, hin $4 Well tranſlates, Afanere in illa mea chari> *'ntopere 


te; Continue in that my love, (t ) which I bear _—_ _ 


war ad j 
ih le #%4 as you, as heexpoundsit, | — qudd oof: 
. | ( 2+ ) Beſides, this beſt aprees with that which 914»; cos 
7 altgat,ita 
p"ocum eos (bi amorem debcie, dem, e Omnes quos legerim in= 
6 3, ej pretes exiſtimant comparationem Chrifium non nit inter ſe & pie 
rfefte, $® facere, Idem, £ Incharita;:, q44 go vos proſequer, Ber ig loce 
ram Ve | 
| Cuntbd 


it £003 


: | | 
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| 
hich comes after. | 
| re, and chat w , 'S [oveto th us WAY 
Vide plura ark before he command [ach 
m7 Gerh. A efore this cannot we king care for i ;r w 
pay wg ng her ſenſe, than their h may contin ſelf 
—_ any 10, Taco 7 tie as mp tary Ls: 2 thenf fi 
S1Cut the __ experience of his mpares his Fat cauſ 
penſe & ; yer immediately after 3 _—_ X and preſcrib war, 
anfinile m s own again, v.10, and pre loi infin 
dilexit p4- jp = they _ for abiding mY - 
I CP them rv ſelf uſed for _— = hers lf his ( 
/ eo nf -"_— iz. Obedience. —_—_ 1n one part ls, 
nite diligo, love; 6. his Fathers Love to = ther patt, fidl bur. 
Cart, Har. ſight ne ſo Chriffs love in the 0 then by thef] »a/, 
ro $1 wy = love to them. Itap FOE them is hel nite 
_ P +47 mane that Chriſts _ a ſerh for the Ger 
h Signficat CONINdE | ument which he he ore ny; 
_ eant; the Arg is drawn fromthe grea] ny 
non v1/g4 Meat ring in his love, is cof ie would bool eh 
vS my continuing in reſpe& whereo _ to ax ine 
—__ neſs ub duty but their 448 e oo ſors fort of th 
| nequeflany Only t and the greatneſs of ch becauſe he coulf red. 
ralemquas 10 It ; of compariſon, whic humane comil hea? 
lis ee ſolet by y/ on earth, (for as to any I ſhall ſhe aſſ 
pron _— is altogerher matchleſs Fox b one frog /r2e 
creatuid iſon 1t 1$a & he fercheth on Lis 
romonaxs ,7 Co afterwards ) 45S his Fats us t/ 
7 dtalem you m0 ſayes, heloved them as / It ane a di 
be is heaven, and ſayes, {t needs be with a h 
eſſe, CUE 4 him an chat mu Jl love. Sol8 Chi 
eft c —_ 44 ning at. and ——_— ' a taſte whetd tur 
} + T5 1 _ CEE, I | 1 j 4h; 
" ye. Notakerpteters ee ſome of cheq hin 
iritar Chri- Of I ſhall give y 


(8) As my Father hath loved me greatly anay £ 
ſlum non Z 


nfanitell 
and infinite! enty 
remum 05 Exnitely, fo do I love oy tray an it, (b4 
pricrem di. _ doth Mr. Cartwright BY : x Joh. 4. 19 

; IT t Dr40i 
lexiſſe, Git 1mMs Cum, quia ipſe = _— , ills Dez: amor, buc 
eſt, nos dilig 1s £1ga nas amorem, qual in Johan, p. 796» 
etiam talem Kh rae ebenſoblem, &6, Rolloc, in Jo! fenf 
infinitum, & Wt 


Love towgrds the Children of Men. 33 
r. Imy fynifieth ( ſayes Rotlec in le. ) that bis love tor 


co then} wards them was not common and ordinary, nor 
undediy /ach as is wont to proceed from the creature, but 
re for tf ir was [#ch as is the love of God the Creator him- 
contin /z{f ; Note therefore, that Chriſt dic not only love Al 
ds thenf as firſt, as it rs 1 John 4. 19. We love him, be= 
$ Fathnll cauſe he loved us firſt, but alſo, that his love to- 
reſcrid$ wards #s, ts ſuch as ts that love of Ged, that ts 


his Ionff infinite and incomprehenſible. The love of Chriſt 

Fathe twards his ovon, (as Mr. Hutcheſon oblerves in; c;y;g;41y 
hers ln his Comment on this place, DoF. 3.) i matth- autem ex 
e part /eſs, and can be reſembled by no love on earth, V9cultimo 
aft, figf but s like his Fathers love to him, as being eter- wp : Fw : 
| by thelf nal, fncere and intimate, incomprehenſible, infi- _ Ry F 
m 1s hey nite and wnchangeable., as the other is. Let chrinus 


for the Gerhards note on the place ſeal up this teſtimo. ones vr? 
he greaf ny; (1) We may gather from hence (ayes he } credentes 


| be nf chat Chriſt loves believers with the higheFt and ry 


 corttin} ineffable love, ſeeing he loves them ſo as he is loved ,yg1,o v1. 
ſets for of the Father, than which nothing can be decla- (rquitur, 
he coulf red more ſweet, more pleaſant to a godly contrite þi quidens 
7 com heart : for what can we defire more, if We are ''* tg! 


; - C0s, it ip{E 
all aſſured that we are ſo loved of Chriſt, as he ts 2 patre di- 


ne fro loved of the Father ? Who can doubs, but that it ligitur, g:10 
#5 Fatty ts the higheſt and incff able love ? There is indeed nibit quic- 
tht ane a difference in this, That 'the Father loyeth 9%” 4- 


p * PSTT. 17; 
, Sol Chriſt our Mediator, as God, per naturam, na- CHF Ra 


e whety turally , becauſe coeſſentia/ and coequal with ,,,u; ,; 
of chef * himſelf; as Man, per oratiam #nion;s, Þy the & contrico 
ly andij prace of Union, becauſe the humane nature is nia; 
rfanite) Se poteſt; q.1ct 
(hb) entn #tYius deſpderdire poſſumivs, ſe certl ſums, hds 11.4 a C hriſto ag, 
: at. ipfe  patre diligitur, quam. nomo dubitare poteſt cſſe ſumman boy 
4.19} ineffilcm dilefiionem 7 &c, Gerb. Harm. y, 10408 


or, buct 
D aſſumed 


796. nc 
pgnÞ ha 
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aſſumed into the perſon of the Word. By 
- Chriſt loves believers by grace and adoption |. 
But there is an agreement in this, That fir | 
AC asthe Father loved Chriſt from eternity, ky - 
Chriſt hath loved us from eternity. Secondhf ; 
Asthe Father loves Chriſt truly, ſincerely anfj ,., 
ineffably, ſo Chriſts love to us is true, ſincere T 
and ineffable. Thirdly, As the Farher out o (7 
k £49m0- love beſtowed all bleſſings upon Chriſt as May 
brem vere ſg Chriſt out of lovebeltoweth bleſlings of a 
, kinds upon us, Fourthly, As the Father love 
45.3.” Chriſt conſtantly, and for ever, ſo Chriſt alk Fir 
Chriſti om-loveth us conſtantly and for ever : ſo that upoy 
#:m buma; the whole matter we may conclude, as Mr " 
—_ m!'!* Cartwright doth his Comment on this placy 41 
ſiverere, (K) That it is truly ſaid, as it is in the Tex iq | 
Cart. Har, That the love of Chriſt paſſeth all knowledg I 
, pr 

p 93o. That'scheſecond Argument. ? 
? of t 


— 


So NOR RT : why 


Sect, 3, ; and 


eArg.3. M Y third Argument for the exceedins for 

| greatneſs, and incomprehenſibleneſs of thi 0®t 
love of Chris, ſhall be drawn from the infinith fro 
falneſs of it, in refþeft of its dimenſions : (1) pha 
hath pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all ful tht 
eſs awell, andall falaels of love, as well as an)! hea 
thingelſe. The Apoſife ſpeaks ſomething off V- 2 
the dimenſions of it, in the Verſe preceding the} an 
Text, v. 18, where he aſcribes /exgth and COT 
depth, breadth and height to it, and then tor 
concludes it to be a love Which paſſeth knowleder] *f * 

| 


] Colt, I'9. 


,0VE 


d. By 
doption} 
hat fir 
nity, { 
econdly 
rely and 

ſincere 
>r Our of 


towards the Children of Men, 25 


I know that ſome of the Ancients have applied m Paulus 
chis co ſeveral things, which I willingly omir, nihil per 
as not conducing to my preſent purpoſe, nor 7'® _ 
indeed agreeable te the Apoſtles ſcope, which _ 5 
is tO magnfie the love of Chriſt, and engage the juim Chri. 
Epheſians in the ſtudy of it; and therefore ſt! charira- 
(nm) Calvin, with other Expoſitors, conceive '*,% 914 
1s Marl that the Apoſtle underſtands nothing by theſe =» 22m tl 
gs of a dimenſions but the love of Chriſt, ot which he ;n 1c. 
ſpeaks ſo immediately aſter : Only the Queſti- B15 ter- 


er lovetl® *_. | 
| on is, From whence the expreſſion # taken, 13:05 ad 


ariſt ally - ir#, Some think it may be an alluſion to the © 4- 
lefF:onem 


go, bi nu Fang WAVING * Offerings among the trans{ert, 
ne r under che Law, which you hind mention- Arer. 
wn ed, Exoa. 29. 26. On which words (1) Fagims Log ſab. 
leet 1 his Annotations upon the Chaldee Parg- 7 71, 
5 phraſe hach chis note out of the Hebrew DoFors, ankbe—Brny 
That there was a double Ceremony: ufed in: ſome ary pong 
of the Fewiſh Sacrifices, and particularly in this, ipſ1m Dei 
_ : which was for theconſecration of their Prieſts : wiſts, 

* The one was an heawving wpward and downward, D&MEGIENS 

# and this was called (Terumah) from (Rum) pu rome nay 
| Elevite, to heave; The other was a-moving rents, 
rceedins forward and backward, on the right hand, and & ſubjetta 
{s of thi) on the left, that is, from Eaſt to zeſt, and then *(# men:1o, 
» infinits from North to South, and this was called (Tenx- rn 
(1) 1} phah) from (Naph) 4gitare, towave. Thus af I 
{ al ful the ſhoulder of the Ram of Conſecration was tobe gium in 
las anj}, h2aved, and the breafF Waved before the Lord, \ocum. 
hing off V- 26. 27. called thetefore the Heave-offering, o Vide Ly. 
ling the} and Wave-offering, Theſe Ceremonies ( ac- — trunnigg 
th and} cording to (0) Rabbi Solomon) were thus per- A nnor. in 
thenas formed, Moſes did put his hands under the hands Exod. p. 
Wieage of Aaron and his Sons, who held the things that 3% 

| 


D 2 were 


 \ 


' 
X . . ec ; 
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nd firſt lifred thens upward, diene 
p Ad defiy- Were to be offered, y ard, and afterwards wy 
naudum, they drew them yi Northward unto 
qu04a f- them Faſtward , We s had a good meaning love 
/ _— Sourhward. The orvhers Was ſignified, T ; 
_ '& theſeRites: ( P) gr fi en and Earth. All 
q44401%" we may make a g00 m hence, how Wu : 
s parti- = ld lrarn fro bey foul firm 
LG 5* 145 wad your th albthrir ſtrength t p4 Wo 
_ x og: thee Geca 18 fore 
nat. Lyr. BH bemſ(clues unto the Ser f nifeld aff0That 
Care. Fapg. gzve : . h labour, and ma ; | 
uc lupra. Church, with mac _ of or [alvation PEandt 
q Ainſ- ions, OVER AS the ongh affiion ; o Cor, © ſayes 
: a _ | 
Ns ea 1 Ralf ect 
Land. . 2.10. , - 14 enla en 
bor ain in 5 a =O learn, how with raiſed and a» wor 
eonfiderati= People woul lea - Pould be converſant all 
on:m qud jp 1. and minds ad LIE d(r) River points payee 
organs pond things of God, as t 1a (ſ) Chriſtian Int his o\ 
h; PR unto; who-alſo tells 490 iſt, that hereby mi: to the 
agita- —_— 
_ Sis: preters refer ths Rite ry or ", and benefit for & 
ris, armi , ſhown, how large Jn hat i the amplitudtT he co 
exaltattone Chriſt ao extend, ana. and Grot is think, t 'roth 
feaſts the Apoſtle mou ng * dly, Others take} 103, 
opere invi= place, an nfrom(u) Ma | | | 
$landum 15 be a Metaphor _— __ of ſolid bout} wox! 
Eſſe dtiot- ho make the. im d th wh have 
- evcis- Gt; W length and depth, 
K-52 0 be the bredth and wh _ 7. 
to [empet by ypretes Ch, iſtiani cum RiatemY 
gr miht pe 1159. | gh gat atcat eq1es bolt pony ty, 
gegen t indicelur, quam late p *m. ibid. t Vid? bY 
Ch/iflum idfersaty u ill 48 amplitifo, dem. 1 h:maticas & unto 
by > que ſi regnt ill us ic ſunt, a Math:m = bes 
meritums © a c. u Que addita bic ſu d od habcat Lally tiog, 
Grot. & Bol. in lo 5 dum corpus ſere ſic at fin T kk ad Chriſt perf 
mpta ſunt qut ſo tl, aAuns Lent 
þ11p : i, 94 ef pref und atct s 4 
nem, longttidinem, 


{ * / 've. &c, on the plact 
1t. Arct hes Ba'du'in Roles, XC fav, 
Kfiom:m [rYAR\FCT, . 


dimenſ10 | 


\ 
ove |  yowards the Children of Mex, 37- 

#pWark,dimenſions the Apoſtle transfers to the /ave of 

EChrif, and one more than is uſually attributed 

4 uno bodies, viz. height : (w) for indeed the w Infzita 
eaningB ve of Chriſt is beyond all natural dimenſions : '* _ 
'd, Tifbur wherherir hath reſpe& co one or the other, *"/*7 4 


hb. Mor both of theſe, the application oftheſe dimer- ,, prop 
,( LT to the /ove of Chriſt, according tothe ſenſe p. gg, 


y Wh of Interprecers, will ſerve abundantly: to con- 
vey foi firm chat which 1 bring ic for. Thus there- 
c& 1 fore it is expounded by divers of them : Firſt, 
old afji That the Length of Chrilſts love notes its eternity, 
119% Wand that borch a parte ante, backward : thus he 
Cor, &f ayes, 1 have loved thee with an everlaſting love, 
ſtevs [Jer. 31. 3. and hes delights were with the Chil- 
enlaryh dren of 3Aen, before they had a being, or the 
ant in ti World its beginning, Prov. 8.31. And alſo x 
POINLSW parte pof?, forward: thus its ſzid, Having loved 
an Inti his own, Which Were in the World, he loved them 
-eby mi. ro the end, John 13. 1. £16 Tec, 5n perpetunm, 
enefittf for ever, according to (x) Chry/eftomes gloſs, x*E waves 
Mitudt be continued al way loving them, Thus accordi & 20.78 
nk, WF roche Hebrew, (La Netzech) and ( Le Gnolam exo 5. 


. : Gcrh. Har. 
LO 1N UP. 297 finem, and 52 eaternum are all One, as P/al. = 


inloc, e 

's takef 103.9. and ( as (y) one obſerves) the [cope of Chrytoſt. 
1ematits res ſpeech is to ſhew, hoVp Chriſts heart and love yDr.Good- 
d bod) would be towards them, even for ever, &c, You y Bo: _ 
, Wh have both pur together, P/al. 103. 17. where Chrift in 
the mercy of the Lord is ſaidto be from everlaſting xxcaven, 

: toeverlaſting upon them that fear him. Second- exc, y. 8. 


The breadth of Chriſts loye notes its extent 


Ritim 


| perſons. Thus he is faid to-be the ſame yeſter- 
Hay, to day, and for ever, Heb, 13.8. and wow!d 
"+ 0 have 


38 
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have all men ts be ſaved, and come to. the know. 

ledge of the truth, that is, all ranks aud ſorts of 
men, 1 Tim. 2. 4, wherefore he bids his Apor} 
Ales go, and teach all Nations, and preach the 
Goſpel to every creature, Mat. 28. 19. Mark 16, 
15. For there ts no diffcrence betwixt the few an, 
the Greek, but the ſame Lord over all xs rich in, 
mercy 10 all that call upon kim, Rom, 10, 124 
There us neither feVW nor Greek, Circnmciſua) 
nor Uncircumcifion, Barbarian, Scythian,” 
Bond nor Free, Male nor Female, but Chrij 
5 all in all, and they are all one in Chriſt 7eſu,; 
Col. 3.11. Gal. 3. 28. Thiraly, The depthd 
it notes 1ts condeſcen{ion to the loweſt depths, ti} 
draw (inners from thence, of which che Pſalmiſ% 
ſpeaks, Pſal.86.12,13. 1 will praiſe thee, 0: 
Lord my God, with all my heart ,, and 1 will gls 
rifie thy Name for evermore : for great 15 th 
mercy towards me, and thou halt delivered my; 
ſoul from the loweſt Hell, Fourthly , Tit 
height of it notes its reaching wp to the 19cs0 
Heaven and happineſs, and carr3ing »p ſouli 
thither : 7 will come ag ain, and take you to m 
ſelf, that where I am, there may you be alſi} 
John 14. 3 Father, 1will that thoſe alſo whin; 
thou baft given me, may be with me, where [| 
am, that they may behold, thatis, enjoy my gl 
77, John 17.24. You ſee the Dimenſions 0 
Chrilts love ; Now leta poor Chriſtian ſer hin- 
ſelf abour the meditation ot this love in theſe ity 
dimenſsons , he may ſooner loſe himſelf, th 
find ont this love to perfection, - Alas ! 1f a put 


finite, ſhort, and dim-ſighted creature begin th - 


took backward into eternity paſt, to find out 


towards the Children of Meg, 39 


riſe ofthis /ove ; and then /ook forWardinto eter- 
nity to come, to.tollow the reach of it, how ſoon 
mult he be fain to ſir down, and aknowledge 
himſelf far /hort, and atrerly wncapable of ever 
reaching the length of it ? 1t he again conſider, 
how much love every poor ſinner needs, and how 
' the love of Chriſt hath filled, and furniſhed ſo 
# many chouſands and millions of ele ſouls in all 
ares paſt hitherto, till it hath lodged them ſafe. 
lyinglory ; and chen conſider agzin, how ma- 
ny more are yer to ſpend uponir, unto the end 
of the world : he will rather cry outinadmira- 
tion, Behold ! what manner of love ts this ! 
how great ! hi #nmeaſurable ! than be ableto 
ſay, he hath' meaſared the breadth of it. And 
then if he conſider, from how great a * depth of * It is wore 


a --},z thy of that 
miſery it redeemeth, and to how great a height xr ren 


of happineſs it ra5/eth poor ſinners, viz, froma , + he al 


cloſe Priſon tO a choice Palace, from a low Dan- devour 
geos tO Aa high Throne, from preſſing Chains toa Biſhop 
pleaſing Crown, from the blackeſt darkneſs to Halt in his 
the brighreſt light, from intolerable torment tO cs 
unfeakable joy, from moſt grievous bondage tO Oh love, 

| the molt glorious liberty, from dolefnl and car- and mercy * 
| ſed communion with damned Spirits, tO delight- more deep 
| ful and bleſſed communion with God 11 every per- —_ 7 
ſon, and glorified Saints and Angals, from a rink # 
# fate beyond expreſſion Or conception for ſhame haſt ſaved 


M ard- »;ſery, toa fate nnſpeakable, and wncon- me, and 


ceivable tor glory and happineſs, in a word, 70 Nighs 
from the loweſt Hell to the higheſt Heaven, he {520 
may well conclude with the Apoſile, Thar it is yhich 
' 4 love which paſſeth knowledge + ſooner may the thou haſt 
i - &cepeſt head, the cleareFt eye, the largeſt heart RR | 


D 4 be 


YO 


* Dile(110 
Chriſti #0- 
bis pri pon! . 
turin (jus 
weditatione 
ms CXC Ce 
anus dics 
ac antes, 
& im qua 
yas qt 't 
aeme: ga 
mus Calv. 
in Eph. 3+ 
38+ 


Aa 


he /wallowed' up of this love, . than be ablet 


T he tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


cond . 
comprohend it fully in theſe dimenſrons : for (af be mt 
* Calvin well notes upon theſe words ) The lnff (1.) | 


of Chriſt which :s prodounded tous, ts fo largel is, W 


ſabje, that we may exerciſe our ſelves in thi $#th 
meditation of it day and night, and plunge ouf Then 
ſelves into this bounaleſs, bottomleſs Ocean, tilf 44 10t 
we be ſwallowed up of it : but We can never pri benefit 
fey mnderſtand it, That's the third Argifj my, \ 
ment, "| him; 
juries 

— . | reſpec 
derec 

Set, 4, to his 

bath ; 

M Y fourth Argument is this, The foyf which 
of Chrilt mult needs be txceeding grea is N 

and incomprehenſible, becanſc ir never had, n bis lif 
5s Capable of a parallel inſtance among the Sons of Will 1a 
Alcan, If Men wereable to exprels ſuch a /n 9%;d 0 
as this of. Chriſte, they might be able to kun (9 the 
his /ovs, as I can wnderſtaxd the iove of many Ie Ni 
man, becauſe I am able to expreſs the famet them, 
others : . but Chriſts love never was, nor eveſ dere. 
can be paralted: his love to mankind is 1 that b 
much above theirs one to another, as the He fl 
vens are above the Earth, 1fh, 55.8. g. If allthq® the 
affeftion ot the whole-Creation were reſident | evemie 
one particular perſen, yet it would lie as rhid} (4)'"g 
fort of the love of Chrift, as finite doth of inf ma 
gdite and: therefore our Saviour fetcherh'{ *CriPt 
compariſon from Heaven whereby to ſer i mou 
forth, and: ſayes; He loved us, as his Fathe fe 


toved bim,' John I 5-9. which I made my righte 


conf 


towards the Children of Men, 


cond Argument. * The degrees of love are to * Gerbard 
I þ: mealured both by the obze&t and matter of it, Harmon. 

of (1.) In reſpe& of the objett ; the loweſt degree ©* 1956: | 
$ is, whena man loves one that loves him, and 


doth good to him, Mat. 5.46. Luke 6.32, 33. 


{ Thenext is, when one loves. him by whom he 
J . not beloved, and from whom he receives no 


benefit , The higheſt is, when one loves his ene- 


# #7, who doth not only zot lave him, but hate 


him; nor only doth him xo good, bur heaps in- 
juries upon him, Mat. 5.44. Luke 6. 35. (2.)In 


| reſpect of the marter three degrees likewiſe may 


bereckoned : the /oweſt, when one doth good 
to his Neighbour, out of the ſubſtance which he 
hath ; the zexre, when he beſtows all the goods 


{ which he hath, of body, mind and effate- upon 
| his Neighboar ; the higheſt, when he /ayes down 
of his life, Now though there may be found, who 


will /ay ot themſelves, and their eſtates for the 


4 20:4 of thoſe who /ove them, and are beneficial 
I t0them,; nay of thoſe that: /ove them not, and 


are no way beneficial to them , yea that hate 


$ them,and have done them i/ rarns , yea, though 
4 there may be ſome (but very rarely) found, 
$ that bave /4id down their /:ves for their lovers 


anc friend wy where can we find an inftance 
of thoſe who have laid down their /ives for 


4 enemies, and injurious ones, lave this of Chriſts 


laying down his life for us ? The height of all 


mane affeftion is expreſſed in two places of 
Scripture, Fohn 15. 13. Rem. 5, 6. which 


18 amounts to no more thanthis, . The laying down 
of-4ife for friends, for good men, ſcarcely for a 


righteous man, Which circumſtances render it 
EY” woworthy 


- 


L ſum ponat pathetically,* Greater love than this bath nom 
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* Majorer: wrwor thy to be laid in the ballance with the lnfvhicl 
chart.atem of rhy;ft, who laid down his life for the nngodiÞt CY 
ranges for ſinners and enemies, Rom. F. 6, 8, 10, iro 


bet, quam þ s 
ut 1ivam conlideration whereof, Bernard breaks out thi ugh 
| m 


wu lor 


| oug 
et pr 
ept1o1 


qius p'0 that a man lay down h1s life for his friends : þ 
o 21#3. thou, O Lord, hadft gAuter love, Who aid8+ li 
wy " down thy life for thine enemies : for when 

Domine, were yet enemies, we were reconciled by thy deat mo 
pon-as eam both to thy ſelf, and to thy Father. What othp"0 10 
pro inimi- [ge either i, 07 Was, or ſhall be ſeen libe to thiÞ"ly 


> i love? Scarcely for a _—_ man will one ay th 


faint - bat thou ſufferedſt for the nngodly, dying for wf9*5 
ſemus, per '|t ns, who cameſt to juſt ifie ſinners freely , to mals D 
mortem tu-"ferwants brethren, captives co-heirs, and Eepavat 
am &- tivi ;1o, 'K ings. Thus he, Give me leave heream 
fc lay before you ſome examples of the love of thi af 
patri, : children of men towards one another, as thepa! 
<Q'/enam aterecorded in Sacred yrit, or in other Hiſpere 
«a vide- yies, and weſhall ſill find the love of Chriſt bf - wy 
7 ..; Yondthehigheſt and nobleſt of chem. | 

> + pg ; (1.) W 8 wo of thoſe who have gone far alled 
fore buic ove to their Countrey, and the people with whoqp*7t 
fim-lis cha- they have lived. Moſes and Panl,for their Conf 11 
ogg '”  rreymen the Pewvs, the one ſayes to God, If th hens 
iuſto a wilt not forgive their ſin, blot me, 1 pray th V4 
maritur; oftt of the Book which thou haſt written, Ex0J*"+ 
tu pro im- 32.32, Theother ſayes, I could wiſh that n ne" 
pius paſſus ſelf were accurſed from Chriſt for my Brethraſ- 
ot + Wy K 1mſmen according to the fleſh, Rom. 9.1 e ſac 
propter de. F'} 14 3 * in 
(1a 10- i kk | 
ſtra, qui veniſti juſtificare gratis peccatores, ſervos facere fratiaſ?® 1 
captivos cahareder, Exutes .Reges, Bern. de Paſf, Dom, (milÞuthi 
Dp 34 55 ef; of 


wil . 
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the /yhich words, ( whether we underſtand them 
ungod(pt a temporal death abſolxtely, according to 
\ Io, Sficrome, Or of erernal death conditionally, if it 
our thÞvighe be, if ir were poſſible, as others cake 
) no maſthem) (y) were words of eminent and ſtupendi- y Yoc's 1t- 
'd; : bu love, as the learned River obſerves, who, {* [474 
1:47 ($hough he ſaw no inconvenience neither lene, jo _— 
when od& preferreth the former, as leſs liable to ex- — Ri 
hy deat eprion, and attended wich fewer aifficmlties, ver. in Ex- 
Lt oþhnd ſufficient toexpreſs the affeRion of theſe 99- (17h) 
e to. thvly men, who choſe to dye, rather than live to F* S0J0: 
YL ay ee cheir People deſtroyed and rejefted. (z) It » Multum 
7 for uſp#S great love and affection in David towards charitatis 
* to maſÞþ's People, when he deſired chat the Lords iſto Rege 
4nd Egarnd might be ſtretched our againſt himſelf and - ate 

e heretFamily, rather than againſt them, 2 Sam. 24. 8 va 
ve of thÞ7, It was zo leſs love that moved Eſther to ha- ! : 
- as theſfjard her own /ife, for ſavixg of the Fews, who 

er Hiſpere her own Comnntreymen, and deſigned to 

-hrif bÞeſtruRion by the plot of wicked Hamas, re- 

Polutely venturing into the Kings preſence nw- 

ne farif{aled, and againſt Law, which, if the golden 

th whoaScepter had not been held forth, had coſt her 

Sir Cop life, Eſther 4.16. Even among the Hea- 

1, If th hens there have been found thoſe, who out of 

ray theſovero their Conntrey and People, have parted , | 
», Exoſvi-" the /ives of their Childrev, yea their own Je d;21s, 
> that wþ'9*5. (a) C. Marius waging War againſt the faZliſy, 7 
Brethrfcimbrians, was warned in 4 dreans., that sf *moras- 
om. 9. Þ* ſacrificed his Daughter Calphurnia, ke foonld > 5: cars 
btain the Viftory, which he aid, .and overcame mr PS 
bs enemies, Thelike did Erefers; as the ſame 
thor informs me, and adds, 7hat the great- 
eſs of his love fo his C onntrey, overcame his fa- 
£4 therly 


ere fratit 


2m, (m 


whid- 


h4- The tranſceudency of Chriſts Love 
b Yaler, therly affetion towards his Daughter. (b) Cu 
Mx. lib. 526 and Decins among the Romans are famous: 
Fn _ The former for leaping into the. Earth, Wheni 
. 244 till the beſt thing in Rome were caſt imtoit 
T he latter, for ruſhing into the miaſt of the Em 


lives for the preſervation of their Conntry 
(c) Cudrxs likewiſe among the Greciars is te] 
nowned, who being King of Athens, and under} 
Standing from the Oracle at Delphos, that thi 
War which then greatly waſted thar Country} 
world not be ended, unleſs he were ſlain byti 
hand ef the Enemy, ventared incognito into th 
Enemies Quarters, and by a wonnd given to 
of the Souldiers, .proveked, and procured his ol 
acath. 

(2 ) We read of thoſe who have venture 
far in love to. their friends, 7onathans loveti 


< Jdem this 
Atm. Ps 
26 4, 


life in his- excuſe and defence, v. 27, tO 34. Ore 
4Valer. 
Max, ib. 
4- <ap. 7. 
P. 213. 


Pythagorean Philoſophers : for when one of t 
Was condemned to” death-by Dionyſius the T 
rant, the other offered to dye for hin : But gre? 
er the love of thoſe who did indeed dye for the! 
c 14m ibi- friends, (e).as Uolmmnius did for Lucull 
dem. p. Who hearing that M.gAntonius had ſlain bi 
_ friend, becauſe he took part Vaith Brutus and Cit 
lius, made great lementation for him, and ci 


261, 262, opened it ſelf,” and, 4s was ſaid, would not be cli 


mues, when bus party were like to be overcoment 


Battel by them, both to the /oſs of their owg 


David was Wonderful, paſſing the love of wi 
en, 2.Sam. 1. 26. He loved him as his omf- 
foul, 1 Sam. 20. 17. inſfomuch as he incarreſſ} 
bis Fathers diſpleaſure; and hazarded bis owf.. 


was the love of (d) Damon and Pythias, twif: 


FUMG 


Accent, 


and th 


to pref, 
ſon: b 


fulneſs 


"of my } 


EYrann: 


roivards. the Children of Men. 


tinned ſoto do,. till he was brought before Anto- 
rius, to whom he ſþake after this manner, Com- 
vhenifl mand me, O Emperonr, to be forthwith carried 
bechfj to the Body of Luculius, and flain there : for 7 
to it ought not to ſurvroe him, who have been the canſe 
e Emi of his unhappy Warfare. This was no ſooner 
-oment acked but it was graxted, and he being roges 
r Op rothe place where his dead fricnd lay, after he had 
wntro kiſſed bis right hand, and taken has head into hs 
5 1ST6f boſome, he was preſently beheaded beſedes him. 
wndr{ Thelike friendſhip was betwixt T.apers and Zc- 
at thy gixs in the Kingdom of China, and the like fate 
entro} happened: to them, as I:tind it- recorded by a 


by ti hate (f) Author, Tapevus being by the Empe- f _ 
u5 HOT, 
Siz'ce, 

Dec, prim, 
p.816,117, 


1t0 thif rour condemned 'to dye for no juſt cauſe, Zogins 
; to ns nat able to bear it, and being moved With the ca- 
1s on lamity of h#s friend, expoſed himſelf to apparent 
danger on hs behalf, of ten: rebuking. the. Empe- 
nturey 'rowr for it with great freedome, ho at laſt bein 


ovetlff exraged, ſara, T hou openly diſtovereſt thy felf ro | | 


if Wh be aTrayter, who to favour a Friend, art.uot 
;5s om afraid to. offend a King. To which Zogias.for 
} -yindicating- of himſelt, anſwered boldly, Yor 
ol -are miſtaken; O Emperonr : He that is trueto 
hy Friend, Will be ſo to you;, nor 151t fidelity tor 
wards you," to forſake a Thiltleſs Friend. Tow 
have condemned to death my Friend, who 15 in- 
necent, convitted of nocrime, againſt all Laws, 
and the cuſtome of goed K ings.” 'Becanſe I defire 
if 20 preſerve him, 1 came under. ſu$þition of trea- 
ſon : but what affinity hath Rebellion with faith- 
i» Wy fulneſs, goodneſs and love ? I defend the cauſe 
"of my Friend, that yot may not deal unjuſtly and 
tyrannically, being faithful to both, but more to 


MILE 


45 


at 


46 


p Clark's — 


M irror. 


The tranſcendency of Chrifts' Love 
-y0# 3. for both he that preſerveth the innocent dyfand 
welb hat he that reflifies the erroneous doth bettaff)ove 
Then the Emperour in a fury ſaid, Z:rher lk 
ff your prating, or dye with your Friend. WWri/ 
whom Z ogirs anſwered, It doth not become fit 
honeſt man, for the prolonging.of his life, to ia: 
fore that which is lawful and right , wor, for tpith 
wording of death, to confute by his deeds ffi ls 
things which he hath ſpoken agreeable to reaſaf, 
T he things which I have Spoken tend to thifpht® 
T hat you may ſee how unjuſt a death you occaſpome 
fo Tapeus : for where there is no fawlt, there © 
-n0 r80m for puniſhment, The Emperour vena 
at ahis conſtancy, commanded them: both pre1Wa 
ſently to be ſlain, nor knowing ( ayes the Hpade 
ſtorian } That: it is more glorions to dye 1x 1paun 
maintaining of friendſhip, than to preſerve bath 
tife-by unfaithfulveſs. W wa 
:(3.). We read of great love amang othe#as1 
Relations, - (pg) Vrbinizs Papmianthe Roma late 


fol. p. 209 imd a Servant, who hearing that the Sould dhe. 


k Valcr, 
Max. P. 
ZO2, 


were about to ſlay him, came to him, and chaſf®rs, 
geld Apparel with him, took, his Ring and puta 
en bug own finger, and letting him out at the bat nſ1b 
abor, Went and lay down in his Maſters Bed, Fe < 
that when the Souldiers came, taking him (| 
the Maſter, they. flew him, Who willingly chlf®*<0 
death to ſave his Maſters life. This was gram 
love in a Servant.. (bh) Tiberius Gracchus kf. 
wing found two Snakes in his Houſe, was tal 9% 
that upon letting go the Male it would be ſudae* 
death to his Wife, and to himſelf upon letting Ov 
the Female : but he preferring hus wives life "8 
fore his own, commanded the Male to be kill Joh, 
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\cent dalland himſelf dyed ſoon after. This was great 

th betrMlove of a Husband to his Wife, (4) Cabadis j clar4's = 

her leaKing of Perſia being Depoſed, and ſont np in cloſe Mirror. 

nd. TWriſen, and his Brother Blazes ſet up in his room, *% P-293- 

ecOme '4/ Wife of Cabadis firſt Procures Horſes fo be 

fe, to (din the wayes, and then ingratiating her ſelf 

r, ford with the Priſon-Keeper, got leave often towifit 

deeds her Huehand, At laſt ſh: changed Apparel with 

to reaſelfpm, and he getting thereby ont of Priſon, fled 

A to thipon thoſe Horſes, and at laſt recovered his King- 

# occalome again: but ſhe being diſcovered, was*by 

re. ther be command of Blazes cruelly pat to death, 'This 

Dur ver$"as great love of a Wit to her Husband. 

both oefIwas great love in David as a Father, which 

s the Knade hum mourn as he did fot Ab/olom, though 

dve injnungratetul and ungracious Son, and to wiſh 

ſerve mfhathe had dyed for him, 2 Sam. 18.33. And 

| "y gon oo of - Son - p —_ which 

mo of ewed by one of T ofeao (a5(k) Faltoſns 

oh aFclates the tory) whoſe Father Fl LIES he: 

Souldiaſp te, he never left entreating by prayers and 4, p. 159. 

and chaſtars, till be obtained that his Father might be 

and put teaſed, and himſelf kilked in his room. Tam 

the bad{hlible how far beyond+my firſt intentions I 

rs Bed, Fe enlarged my ſelf inthe mentionof theſe 

o him * ples; and therefore craving the Readers 

;uoly c don for this excarſion, I ſhall quickly ac- 

vas greſommodate the whole to my preſen@#$pur poſe; 

\cchus 22 Ihave given one inſlance more of brother= 

was til ve among Chriſtians, the rule whereof is 

be ſudif-very high, Thar from the conſideration of 

letting oveof Chriſt, inlaying down hislifefor us, 

ves lifeh ought to lay down our lives for the Brethren, 

; be kill$ 19-3. 16, and this example which I am now 
- £9 


_— 


z 


43 ' The tratl{cendency of Chriſts Love 
to. mention, Comes up tO it. . In the ſevent 

| Clark's - Perſecution under Decizs, (1)at Antioch, Theol a i 
getieral . dora a godly Virgin, refuſing to' ſacrifice to t j00ns 
darye®” Idols, was condemned by the 7 udge to the Ste! butC 
The fame Which Sentencebeing executed, there were ma he v0 
ftory 1 find wanton young 7c ready at the door, #0 preſs inf . (3 
in Ambroſe the Houſe Where fe W4s 7 but one of the Breing Were 


mean ren, called Didymus, PutHING 07 4 Souldiers bf #'*), 
cerning "" bit, would have the firſt adm: tance, and coming 19rd, 
Virgins; 9, he perſwaded her to change garments Wi for 2 
only the him, and-ſo foe +he Souldiers habit eſca) liere 
names of pay *4nd Didymus w4s left to the-rage 4 | 
js, wondring of the people , being found a m 
mention- FHerewpo® he was preſented t0 the Preſident, $/i, 
ed Operim yhom ne preſently confeſſed the whole matt Poſer: 
Tom. 4+ profe fig himſelf to be a Chriſtian, and ſou brea 
(mn) v- Condemned , which Theodora hearing of, tt 
Maſons " ing toexcuſe him, ſbe came and preſented her | 
ARs of the to the. Frage 45 the guilty party, de fr ing that his o 
Church. might be © ndemnead, and the 0:Þer excuſed: 
[tt rhecruel Judge neither con{idering the vert 


Marc. M1- 
. the.perſons, nor the innocency of the cauſe, whi 


rul. Spa'at. 
dc eufitus. inhumanely condemned them both, rſt to bel Our 


hens vi- headed, and then bur#ts which. As accordin 


vends, lib. executed. Here Was great Hove; and -indert 
3- cap. 2. haveall along (ingled-out the moſt eminent 


. 236. . =" 

And: Hoi- ſtances which I have met WK, of yve am 

4o-f, Thea- the Childge® of Men... But yer all this 1151 _ 
n 7: 


:-um Hiſto- ſhort of Chriſt s loverowards us : FOr 
ricum.(mi- (1.) Therels ſo yaſt a difference betwiltF tur; 


bi) p.493- perſons ſuffering, that the beſt of them ar 
to be compared with Chriſt, who 15 wort 
thouſand of 14, and the life which he laid d( 
infinitely more yaluable chan ten hon 
ours. CT (2 


—_— 


Love 

» (event 
h,Th 
hee to tf 
ve Ste\ 


ere ma 

preſs inf} . (3-/ The objet#s for 'which they Tuffered, 19% ani- 
he Braif wereamiable and obligipg :* It was for 2 Conn-;,,,:0. 
[diers| rey, for (m) Fricnar, 'f ra't/ife, for a Hs tus pro Kt 
1d comin 9d, for a faſter, for a,Child, for a Father, *2 quis mg- 
fot a fellow- Chriſtian : but it was otherwiſe!/27, 4t 


: b*. > - ; ; K $ 0 
7 "Foway as The Childres of M _ 43 
(2) The' death which they underweng; 'wasm Fateer 
a bt'which mult have been paid by al ofthem equidees | 
_— ere oo Bows  JAgA hd 
(0ner or, Jacer; whether they would or no't;;. 5, ft, 
bubCHelſt lay underno dip aticn 0 dye, only cn quis 


ents Wi | 
t eſcapſliere.> Chrift died for wngedly ſinners and che" —_ : 
rage af ies, as Told you before : fothat if we conlti- wa |, 
d a may «&r Chrift in the; g#eatnefs and glory of. his per=quis quis 


dent, $1" | S inim 
e matt Pojerion' "tO himſelf; and, then conſider. /aveP%* 9 = 
nd ſow orcaking forthfrom Chrift ſo far rowards ſuch [47s 

; | t I I om Meg. Cfiſ> 
of, thing © One, aStO feed his blucd,' and liy diwrn bis life modi amor 
ed her | for him, and that upon no other account, but in!cr homi- 
7g that his owt free ard wndeſerted love, it may make 1s repert- 


#ſed: (cry our with admiration, How great & bigs: Ore 


flus antem 


vertu | goodneſs ! how great ts his love ! This'is that), ; 3,5; 
| pro inimis 

ſe, wh Which raiſerh the love of Chrilt ſo far above, «<5 ſus 

to beny Our of our feht ard reach: (n) That ſo freat mortuus 

ccordin a perſon ſhould love ſo loW, ard vile ones, as we ; e780 

1-indeef #2; ſo march, and that freely : For ( to uſe T5) 


minen{ the words of (0) Ambroſe) who can gather 4 yore, cujus 


Ve Al  exemplum 
his [1.5] P:Lan extat intcr bomines, nos orc{ £45 ct, Rolloc. in Joan. p. $088 
: n Tantthy nos dilexit tan tim, & gratis, tantillos C# tal!s. Ber, de 


arwixt! dil, Deo. p. 296. © Vas cnim poteſt colligere myfteres huns chars- 
A tatic yationem, ut & Deus buminis cauſ,i home u: ſcerctur, deinde mo- 
em are reretur. p10 hominibus, pro ſervis Dominus, pro creatui Creators pid 
worthy impisPrus ? Proprey quid iti nos dil-xit ? Aut ut quid noſtrum b4- 
laid dc beret, gui nnllius indiget ? nunquid non charitas hec ſup2 ſerentbams 
onfan — eſt? Aut quis hominun poterit bane chaiutatern alicut exbt- 
L 8 ere, quanguam zinpar ft, ac ptr bog ſup:1emms| bmana tommenta ? 
(2.) F Ambror in Tem, RB Hi . rea/ort 


he v4/19tarily undertook it tor our ſakes. þ:0 amics 


ſut, and Manin his meanneſs, vilcneſs ard op-pro inimics | 


Ls 


52; The tranſcendensy of Chris Lave 
p Nopenin reaſon of the myſtery of thes love, that God þ, 
eff paterz X{gns [ake ſhould become Man, and then aye fs 
non Ma'"'> Men; the Lord for. Servants, the Creator 
308 aMt- 4 df & uy * hou 73S 14: | 
cus, non a. bis Creatzere, the Holy One for the Ungoah! 
tims quiſ» Wherefore gid he thus love us 7 What was ith 
quam, q4 gain of ours, who himſelf flands in need of mh 
Pos at thing? Is not this lyve above the knowleape i 
erm ailex- , Wh he Aapoard 
cit, quan- en ? or, _— the Sons of Men c 
inm tu, this love to another, though there be no compar, M 
Pomine, and in this ſurpaſſcth al humane conception 
qui feciſs Was everlove like this? No, it is incompard{ſentin 
fo ne - ble; for (as (p) one ſpeaks) There s xeitha{may b 
Aa —__ Father, nor Mother, mor Friend, nor any other tance \ 
epuntiſſi- who hath loved us ſo much a thou, O Lord, whih (1. 
me Domi= þaf} made ws : Lit therefore, I beſeech.thee, (appeat 


ne,mentem | 1 
- nm oh 9 loving Lord, the hotly-flaming, and ſWweetlptourſe 


omnibus, flowing force of thy love ſwallow up my mind fri of it, 
que ſub cie- all things under Heaven,that 1 may Wholly cleaufſof the 
bo ſunt, ig- unto thee, and be only fed, delighted, and evn10 we 
nite, © overcome with thy ſweetmeſs, 1hat's the ſourtwhen' 


PL 
E 


vis 24; an Argument, e be 
10715, ut Ir ref 


totws 11bi inbercam, ſol.ig, ſuavitatis tus dulcedine paſcar , 
tefter, ineb/ict, 1dior, Cuntemplat. de Amore Divino, cap. g. pare (0 
(m1) 353 


CHAP 


towards the Children of Men, SI 


CL922322 229222 


CHAP, IV. Set, 1, 


aye fu 
tor 
godh! 


| Y next Arg»ment ſhall be taken from Arg. 5. 
eprion the way which God takes for the repre 
mpar/enting and applying of this love to us, that we 

xe;the} may bave ſome apprehenſ5on of it, and acquain- 

y otherÞ tance with it. | 

4, wh (1.) For Repreſentation. Theloveof Chriſt 

hee, (appears to be incomprehenſible, becanſe the 
weethpeourſe WHIch ts taken for bringing us te ſome ſight 

d fromef it, is by mediums and reflettions. The light 


cleawfof the Sun is ſo ſtrong and piercing, and our fight 
d evelo weak and tender, that our eyes are dazled 


fourti|when we /ook, direftly upon it : and therefore 
the beſt ſight we have of it is by ſome mediuns 
"Yr refleftion. Such is the love of Chriſt: the 
eams Of it from the (q) Sun of Righteonſneſs _. . 
are ſo firong, that it would ſoon overcome our 12 4 
weak and dimwm fight to lock, direftly upon it, 
ind therefore he padows it out to us, and re- 
fleft;irupon us, that we may diſcern» ſomething 
fic. You know how the Chxrch under the 
Dld Teſtament had Chriſt and his Love ſhadow- 
e4 out under Types and Sacrifices, and we baye 
the repreſemation of the ſame Chri/t, and the 
& Piame Love (for (r) he is the ſame yeſterday, to r Heb. 14; 
J 4a), and for ever ) under the Ford and Sacra- 8. 
ments, which are the g/aſſes, by which we ſee 
aarkly, and kao 5n part that love of Chriſt, 
5 © TS 


Þ. 5. 


$2 The franſcendency of Chriſts Love 

which we cannot ſee dire) as it is, NOr kay 

perfefly in this life, Indeed ozrs have aduy 

rage of theirs in point of clearneſs : . but {till 

repreſentations which we haye are by mediun; 

not immediately, which we cannot bear. 1h oo 

throughouc the FScriprxre we have the /ove ( Gam 

Chriſt to his people ſhadowed out under the 

ſemblance of ſuch relaticns, ©s are neareſt, at hos 

molt obv40z5 to us, and belt known by us. Cant 

Fifa. 40. ofa (1) Shepherd co his Flock, of a (t) Mol 
x1. ro her Children, of a (u) Head 10 the Boa, ( 

Joh. 19. one (w) Friend and (x) Brother tO ancther, (© 


ow, 


rp 


aun 


nf» a (y) Hmsband to his wife, &., Now Gt 

_ w doth bereby cendeſcend 6. her tO us, as ſoap; 
Heb. 2. were iz our os Idiom and langnage, that | a” ; 
T3. of might have ſome g/impſe of that love reflelt pt _ | 
—_ ,,, through theſe relations, which we cannot fu #e - 
Las 4 5 Cconcerve, nor underſtand as it 1s 18 it ſelf. + 

T4 which I add this alſo, That the main end( i 
x Heb 2. Chriſts coming in the fleſs, and raking onr nat yary 
TT . upon him, was to bring hinſelf nearey to! , 
_ ”s Ne not only that he might be capadle of expreſli lay 
F his /ove to us in ſuch a way as we needed, by yo "= 
' ing and {offering for us, but alſo that we migh* oY 
be more familiarly acquainted with his own, 4 wh 
his Fathers love towards us, as he gave (2/7 


” inf (zZ) E xegeſis and declaration of it IN onr nats earth 
£10 which in it ſelf paſſeth knowleage. Loki ' 
Joh. 1.19. (2.) Fos Application, The love of Chi . 


appears to be great and incomprehenſible, t0 __ 
much as after it hath been declared and rt is þ 
ſcnted in that plainand familiar way which vl nets þ 
have heard of, . yet ſoſar ſhort are we of and the 6 


Fanaing it to any god purpoſe, by our own come 


LY P - 


OVE 


10r kn, 
e adva 
till o 
nedinm 


& n Church, and for which he proceeds from the 


OVn 7 
W 


. reference to to. the F/orld, and in reference to 
if Believers, ITnreference tothe yyorld, that were j11,nix: 


- roipards the Children of Mez. 53 


ww, and abilities of nature, that without the 
hp of the Spirit, we cannot attain unto any 
aving knowledge of it. This therefore is the 
great work, whuca the Spiric hath to do inthe 


Father and the So, nainely ro bring the Fle# 
toa ſight, taſte and experience of this love of 
Chriit, and co/ead them on unto further mea- 
vree, and higher degrees in this kxow/edge and 


Fexperience, till they atrain perfeFiou, To this 
Fend our bleſſed Saviour being to leave the 


world, lzaves a promiſe of the Hey Ghoſt to 


8 apply bis abſexce, Joh, 16. 7. and he tells us 
W 


t his and 6 ould be, both | 
office #/ineſs ſhould be, both neous | 
(1/m nos 


yet Stravgers, his buſineſs was to bring chem Spiritus, * 


Ic Chriſt, tro kyow and rafte of his /ove, and'#t 45dveat 


that,” by convincing them of ſim, righteouſneſs," E tanthle 


lum a Chrie 


$ aud jnagement, v. 8,9,00,11. Jn reference by, (od ue 


ts Believers, that were already called and CoR- theſaurns 


I verted, his bufineſs was to bring them to fur ills, quiin 


ther acquaintance with Jeſus Chrift, and fuller Chriſto ſire 
! abſcondi!t 
experience Of his /ove. Thus he tells chem v. 14. yoſcret Us 


(a) He ſhall glorifie me : for he ſhall receive of ſwnnd, 


| mine, and ſhew it UNO JOU ;, He ſhall give you 102: a/tis 


further inſight into the my/ſterics of my love, 949" Chri. 


whichf could tell you of my ſelf, but that you je Tn 
raw bear them now, v.12. The Apoltle ;;; rs. 


| confirms this, who tells us, That as no man knows tus, ut cjus 


the things of a man, - but the ſpirit of man which $/oriam 


| #is him, ſo no man knows the things of God, bat," 900% 


pa 1/4 
the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. 2. 11, But how then ee 


Fome anyofus to know them 2 Why, {ayes he, 10. 
a 7 Goa 


a _2 
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Goa bath revealed them tos by his Spirit, v. 1t | 

who is therefore given to believers, that thy 4 Fne 

| ; | 2r, 

may know the things that are freely given them} 

b Apoſtolu God, (b) v. 12. andamong orber things thay ,., -y 
per Dezdo- (ome to know the love of Chriſt, and to know th 

jets ax more abundantly by the Spirit ; for, layes We 

imp-imis, Tame Apoſtle, ' The love of Gods ſved abroaday | ;imp 

imd fer our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which i givent my 

wnum in- , Rom. 5. 5. The firſt fight, and fourth +45, 

—_— , taſtes of the love of God 1n Chriſt, is fromtl x. 

"> ni} Holy Ghoft. Nowas the gift of the Spirit lf ;; x7 

in Chriſto it ſelf a great gift of love, and indeed nexthy. g... - 

ſit targitus. the gift of Chriſt the greateſt, (the Evangeli love, 


| agla 
ſ 


Bcz.inloc. makesit equivaleyt tO all good things, Luke 1 
13. compared with Mat. 7. 11, ) ſoit arguy ga.) 
the love of Chriſt to be exceeding great, thattlf —6e 

lerious Spirit of God is given on_purpoſe uf 1, 
{0 ak [DO ACGHAIntance withit, 1] [C. WOE ha es 
able to comprehendit of our ſelves, there woug ,' v. 
be no need of the Holy Ghoſts influence, 4 bnov 
«{/Ftance to bring usto the right underſtavdely 44 
efit, That'sthe fifth Argument. that 


ann -# heng 


yect, 2, | whi 


Arg. 6. Y next Argament is this, The love 090 
Chriſt mult needs be a love paſling . peri 

knowledge, becaxſe thoſe who have attained" Ml 

the higheft pitch in the knowledge of this love, (0! 

Jet fa far ſhort of knowing it to perfeition in tl and 

life, and yet the preſent Fenits and effefts of 

the) do attain wnto, are very grear and ins 


prehenfiin 


Love 
ft. v.16 


hat thy 


1 them 


os th 
know! 
ayes th 
broadi 
geven t 
farth 
rom th 
art is 
| NEXt 
1angeli 
uke 1 
" argit 
has 
pole 1 
Ve 


and (e) that the greateſt part of what he knows, 


"'"' op 4rcds the Children of "Mey." 55 

preben{sble. This Argament hath two BY anche 
zr, and'borh'tend toconfirm the truth in hand, 

*(T do. who have attained to the bigheſf 
pitch in the knowleage of this Iove of Chriſt, do 
Jtt fall far ſhort of knowing zt to perfettion in this 
life, - which is an undoubted evidence of its 35 
comprehenſible greatneſs. Alas! it is but little, 14 
wery little, which the beft of Saints dv row of 
ithere upoh Earth, "in compariſon of what is 
to be knows, and ſhall be kyows of it by them 
in Heaven, Even Paul himſelf, who went as 
far as ay in the kwowledge Of Chriſt and his 
live, yet confeſſeth that he (c) ſaw bur through ©" + 
avlaſs darkly, and knew but in part. | Whenhe 7 ine 
ſpeaks of Chriſt, he ſpeaks' of him as one'in © 
whom are (d) auſearchable riches; ant when d Eph. z- 
ke mentions the Jove of Chriffinthe' Texs, be * 


"F he calls it a love which ; 4g knowleage, * Ask 


a Saint that hath had che {od and 'longeff 
knowledge and experiexce of Chriſt, and his love, 
and he will tell you, 'he hath gotcen'nd more 
thati what leaves him admiring the fulzeſs which 
Is in Chrift, which he is never able to. compre- 
bend , he will tell you of a p/#s #ltra till; which 
which he can nevet reach; an Abyſſe of, love, 


| which he can never fathowe. It pleaſeth him 
| indeed to /ive aud dye in the ſtudy and meditati- 
 on0f it, yet without hopes of coming to the 
o . perfeft knowledge of it, though he ſhould. live « >7:+ims 
$ Metbyſclahs age, be will confeſshimſelfat laſt pars eos 


eſt minima 
pars corum 


is but the leaſt part of that which he knows not... 4. 
The devour Anchor of the Contemplations of Di- _ hl 
E 4 vine © 


4 


to be a racer /gnorams in the __ of Chriſt, 4% ſc:mus 
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vine {ave concealed. himlcig, and fer them ford 
under the name of 7azorg,; and /4or, ig.mayhy 
From an bumble. apprehenſon. of bis own 7 

rance of that Jove which hewrote of; Burt 
15 norto be underitogd as ariſing trom any 
fe '6n the Spirits part, asif he were not able 
reach his love perfedty ; bur 60 or part,' 


ſubjects<capable of receiyiogit fully as it js, 
. deed if Chrift ſhould ler furcþ Himlelf in chef 
neſs of his {ave $owards bis Sgints, confidere 


ved w 1 w+4 _— . 2 k #4 & X TY , 
in thEir reſentertaland imperfett eſtate, th 


# Cant. 6. our Tranſlation, (f) 7ary.nway rhige ge Fu 
S- , , me, for the) baveovercong me. (chougl as ſp0 
OE I le oat 
e Ainſ. (8) Expoſitors ), And therefpre God is wontiy 
woth in Teſeryethe fulleſt drajiobt of chis /cets]* i 


hence, which 'isaccompanied with ſuch ;adm; 


whieh is the ſecond Brarich of the Argument. 
(2.) The preſent fruits and eff ets of whit 


Chrifts love, arc: mary tinges ſo preat, 4s db ut 
Aoubtedly gre ne the love it ſelf go be far greater. 
If the fruits of his Tove be ſuch as paſs prder 
ſtanding, this love it ſelf muſt needs do ſo mud 
more. Ouod{efficit tale, illud et magis tal, 
And yet ſoit js. The Apoſtle-m1kes mention 


- 2 < 
wn ,,9%* +4 «a vw a 4 _ 
- 


d , » . . 
cauſe Liga finite and {ril creatures, we are nf. 


\ 2a were ine ar able co beir it; bur muſt _vſet] | 
language of Chriſt fo, his Spox/e, accordinh; uf to 


lo, tilllaſt, co ſtreogrhop' bis Chilgrex. againſt, Sel i 
, k £ 4 . 61 bo = wer i 
tqns aſi ts, (which arg yſually fiercelt rowardf ; 

their latter end) and to ſweeten their paſlagh 


rable ffe/Zs,' as is a further evidence of th 
oreata[54f that love from whence it proceeds; - 


Believers do. attain nnto in the knowledge 0 


"þ | 


7 
ofſuch 
heard, 

repar, 
Firch 


Faven 


upon h 


towards 4he Children of Men, - 57 
h ofſuch thing as. (b) ee hath not ſeen, nor ear h 1 Cor. 


heard, neither have entred into the heart of mas, 2: 9. 
45nd prepared by the Lord for them that love him: ms 1h 
r& which is primarily to. be underſtood of thoſe p __* 
4 Favenrs and Zove-tokens: which God beſtows D:i grari.. 
upon his. people here , that Goſpel-joy, and pre- a5, que fi- 
ſent comforts. which Saints haye 1n this life: _ : 
ra} chat preminm avte premium, tor he reſerves _ 
: "|if not all for the life to come, but gives afew ;,.* cat 
uf Grapes of. Canaan in this z7ilderneſs, Thus in in loc. 
another place he makes mention of (i) the Peace 7r4p- 
ol of God Which paſſeth all nnderſtanding, which i Phil. 4+ 
thy Beheyers experrence whiles rhey are here below, ©" 
\ of to the keeping, their hearts. aud. minds. as in 4 
« fr1nf Garriſon, agawnſt all aſſau{ts.. And another 
s ſ(pof (X) Apolitle els us of a 5oy enſatebe, ard full 1 Pet. x. 
d bf of efary, Which believers have from Jeſus Chriſt, ®: 
if and the Tepſe of bis /ove apprehended by faith. 
in} The prelent peace, comfort and joy of a Chriſtian , _ 
Se inchis life, is. many. times untfeckabl and an 
warkl conceivable ,, that paſſeth. all underſtanding : 
aſſagh how mygh mare then char love which influen- 
adm ceth all this8 Jfthere be ſo:much in the frair, 
f the the effeft, the Fream, what is there in the 
ecds;Þ rot, the gayſe, the foantain? Surely the love 
at. | Chriſt muft needs be exceeding great, when 
whal the ſbydding of .it abroad into the hearts of his 
ge off prople by hes Spirit, in alittle more than ordi- 
ds us my meaſure, whiles they are upon earth, 
doth ſo tranſport them irito an extaſie of «r- 

ader.þ expreſible. joy and conſolation, as ſometimes it 
mud} doth; eſpecially thoſe diſcoveries of himſelf, 
tal, þ and manifeſtations of his love, which he makes 
ntio] ſome of his ſpecial Favonrites towards theix 

of U > cs HT diſſolution, 


$ 


p—_—_ _— 
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mon fore- . Theother isof (m)Mrs. K atharine Brettergh|f® 


The tranſcendenty off Chrifts Zou 
diffotution, which] hinted before, and (M1 cv! 
here give a double inſtance ofit in two far 

1 M.teighs Chriſtians; the one isof (1) Mr. Job» Hola ake! 

Sermon at an/eminent Miniſter of the Gofpet in his tiny» © 

he ke, He, the day brfort he dyed, as often before, mn 

Brette/gh, then more eagerly, called for a Bible, ſayin ha 

p- 16-17. Come, O come, death approacheth , ſet =P! 

| Sacher ſome flowers to comfort this how Verſe, 
which being brought, he turned with his a9 [0 
hands to & eirhr Chapter of the Epiſtle to th wonder 
Romans, ana gioig the Book to 4 ftanatr thy 24 
bid bim read. At the end of every Verſe he mul with r 
« parſe, and gave the ſenſe of it. Having th David 

continaed his Meditation and E xpoſition forth a | 

Space of two howres, by more, on the ſudaeyli i orkg 

ſaid, O ſtay your reading, what brightneſs #4 

ehis I ſee? Haye you light up any Candle goodng 

To Which he that ſtood by, anſwered, No, iti 


x$ 


the ſa 
the Sunſhine : for ir was about fiv® a Clock ing" 6 
clear Summers Evening. Sunſhine (ſaithk we, 4! 
nay, it is my Saviours ſhine : Now farewd}7" eag 
n This is World, welcome Heaven : the Day-flar fronf'”"* 1 
in her life, 0n high hath viſited my heart , O ſpeak it whe 
which was T am gone, and preach it at my Funeral : Gd 
— ten Fu dealeth familiarly with Man ; I feel his Merc 
riend , . » X 
2nd joyn- 1 ſee his Majeſty, whether in che body ar of 
ed with ofthe bodyl cannot tell, God knoweth ; bt 
che Scr- -T ſeethings that are unutterable. 


me wil 
ther þ 


em 


me pa 


<d: «4 4 gracious Gentlewomao, ofthe Family of t 


Rrnens in Cheſvire, She, in the ny } 
chat Sickneſs whereof ſhe dyed, had a very (ot 
conflict with Satan, who preyailed ſo far, ast 
bring her into great doubt and fear conc % 


ed; and 
another 
Sermon 
upon the 
fame 0c. 
oaſlton, 


To or towards the Children of Men, 


-4 ater condition : but it pleaſed God before her 
famc 


death, to bruiſe Satay under her feet, and to 
Toft afh make Ber more than a Cenqueroer filling her with 
« tins 9 peace in believing : 1o that the joy of 
fore, bet heart broke our at her lips, in ſuch expreſſi- 
ſan 29588 theſe. Whiles her Husband read the 17th. 
fo Chapter of Fobhw, when he came to the ninth 

* hog Yerſe, ſhe cryed out, © Lord Feſw, deft thou 
bp. ara) for me? O bleſſed, and (Weet Saviour, hom 
» 0 tl yenderful ! how wonderful | how wonderful ave 
a ty Mercies ! Then reading the 224, Verſe, 
L, » with marvellous joy ſhe uttered the words of 
ng th David many times over, 7 confeſs before - the 
> .t Lord his loving kindneſs, and his Wonderfub 
Aden orks before the Sons of Men : for be hath fa- 
I twufied my. ſort, and filled my hungry ſonl with 
goodneſs, When he came to the 24h. Verſe, 
#the ſaid, Now I perceive, and feel the connte- 
:;{nonce of Chriſt my Redeemer 5s turned towards 
we, and the bright-ſoining beams of his mercy 
pread over me. And then again remembrins 
: + fro} 0me paſſages in that Chapter, ſhe ſaid, O my 
ir what Saviear, oall 7 be one with thee, as thox 
|» God 7 0 with thy Father ? and wilt thou glorifie 
Merc} 71th that glory which thox hadſt with the Fa- 
or ond er before the world was ? And deft thon [0 
hi. hl /2e me ( who am bus duſt and aſves ) to make 
? Jme partaker of glory with Chriſt ? what am I, 
otter wretch, that rhon art ſo mindful of me ? 
off 0b how wonderful how wonderful ! how won- 
nins derfal is thy love ! Oh thy love 1s unieakable, 
wn. that haft dralr ſo graciouſly with me ! Oh 1 feeb 
- "acti}'Y) wercies, and oh that my tongue and beart 
ern} 296 able to ſend forth thy praiſes as I or; 
and 


b 
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and as I Willingly would do! Afterwards | 

bad theſe expreſſions, Now bleſſed Lord, 

comfortable preſence * come, yea Lord, thi 


haſt had reſpe&t tothy Handmaid, and art ci 


with fulneſs of joy, aud abundance of conſolaty * 
ous ;, O bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord my Gu | 
Again, a Chriſtian Friend coming to lee hey * 


and marvelling at her excceding joyes, defin 
the continuance of them ; whereupon ſhe bur 
out, and ſaid, 0h the joyes | the joyes'! the jy 
that I feel in my ſoul! oh, they be Wonderful 
they be wonderful they be wonderful And 
gain, not long after, ſhe ſaid to a Miniſter wh 
came to ſec her, Oh! my ſoul hath been compa, 
ſed about with terrours of death, fear withi 
and fear Without ; the forrows of Hell were upd 
me, knots and knorres were upon my ſoul, «audi 
roaring Wilderneſs of woe was within me : 
bleſſed, bleſſed, bleſſed be the Lord my God, » 
kath not left me comfortleſs;, but like a gi 
Shepherd, hath he brought me into a place of ref 
even to the ſweet running Waters of Life, tl 
fiow ont of the Sanitnary of God ; and he hath 
we into the green Paſtures, Wwhire 1 am fed, a 
exceedingly comforted, &c. Oh! bleſſed be t 
Lord! Oh! bleſſed be the Lord, that hath tha 
eomforted me, aud bath brought me now to apli 
more ſweet unto me than T Garden of Edet 
Oh the joy! oh the joy! the delightſome joy tht 
feel! Oh how wonderful | how Wonderful! k 
Wonderful is this joy! Oh! praiſe the Lord f. 
his mercies, and for thu joy, which my ſoul f 
eth full well, Praiſe his Name for ever 
thus ſhe continued, till at laſt ſhe Nepri 
| <& 
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comp 
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r dye towards the Children of Men, 61 
'rds {f the Lord. Now from all this put together, 
ord, 1 Lconclude, T har ſeeing the Jove of Chrilt ſhed 


-4 1} abroad 1n the hearts ot his people, hath ſuch ad- 
274 cooff mitable effects co the filling of them with ſuch 
onſelaj unipeakable joy and comfort ;, and ſeeing it is but 
2 Gul lictle in comparifon, which the higheſt, beſt, 
ſee he 40d molt PO—_ Saints do know, andtaſte 
defingd of this /oave, here below : ſurely this /ove muſt 
he bud needs have an exceeding great, and incompre- 
the jq benſible fulneſs in it ſelf, That's the fixth Ar- 


«derfulf EYMENT. 
And 
ter wh 
comp, 

Withi SER, 3, 

ere up D 
 «ax44 MI Y next Argement is this, Itappears to be Arg. 7. 
ze: bit a love which paſſeth knowledge, becanſe 
od, ws When the ſpirits of juſt men ſhall be made perfett 
4 gull 8 Heaven, where they ſhall know, and receive 
e of riff moſt of thus love, yet even then they ſhall not be 
fe, tha able to comprehend all of it, but rather be com- 
hath prebended by it. Its true, that in Heaven the 
ed, auf Capacities of the Saints ſhall be enlarged to the 
d be ti tmoſt, and they ſhall be filled according to 
eth thu thatenlargement ; they ſhall want nothing to 
> a plan} make themperfeZtly bleſſed, they ſhall have as 
Eden} Much of this toye in the bearificatfruits of it, as 
y tha they can hold, and ſhall be able to hold incom- 
| kj parably more chan now they can ; but yeteyen 
ard fol ten and there they will not be able to holdir 
xl fly 4: for that which is infinite, can never be 
ermure} comprehended by that which is finite, there be- 
ing tfe proportion berwixt them, So that 
| Wi what 
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os | - 1wards the Children of Mey, 62 
at. 2(fe4ve the love of God to be fled abroad in grfat 
roo Lplenty into onr hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which ts 
er inglC19e9 #9170 #44 ; but we ave net able to comprehend 
n rakgþ# a/rogerher at once in this life, And in the life 
-onta$Lcome, we ball be amazed at that admirable 
rallonÞve, thowgh even then the mind of a glorified 
Sreature hat not be able to comprehend all that 
c monſÞ#þmte love which iz in God : Tet this at leaft we 
4 up op” k20W, That we fball be altogether filled with 
omin$1t love, when God ſhall be all in all. Tocon- 
kere$ude this, how exceeding grear muſt that /ove 
hisg eds be, which the Saints in glory ſhall not be 
vireaſble fully ro comprehend ! Thar's the ſeventh 


\ 


Y laſt Argument, wherewith { ſhall con« Arg. $. 
f = clude whatT have to ſay, as to the Do- 
"3" Prinal part of this Propoſition, is this, 7 he 


CN [16 


qual! e of C hrift muſt weeds paſs all humane ( p) for Omnew | 

yy IF /nrpſſeth aff Angelical knowledge. The An- pat 

d tho being Pare Intelligentie, of pure Intelligen- nemps "c 
0 


F*, and of larger capacities than the reſt of the 1anan; a- 


'"*Fatures, do know more than we yet their och £8« 
ne will al | I gelican, 
iS but like that of the cregtures, zanch. in 


4 Pteand limited , (q) though by their naru- 1oc. uc ſus 
- #k knowledge they know many things, yet not p1#. = 
FP things, Thereare many things which they 9 £#!1/+- 


| ſt 
lebina'}* Sorant of : they know not the hearrs of a—_ : 


p Milla ſciant, multa t6men (tian neſcire, Eſtius in Sements 
of > 49, 7. p. 75 gs 
e - 
, men, 


62 The trauſcendency of Chriffs Lovt | - 
Dc.Sc/4» what is ſaid of the joy of our Lord in Afar. j#v% ' 
re on 21, is true of the love of our Lord , its roof #Y * 
Thel. p. ro enter into us, therefore we mult enterir Sew 2 
wm it. Asa large Veſſel putinto the Ocean t: ay” alrog, 
o Nos ip inof = _ tillic be _ -n _— = _ 
mys | ut when it can ſwalloyÞ#% 
efind « =. ſo the Saints, who here ſip and taſte $7148 
morem De 116 ove of Chriſt, ſhall in Heaven drink more 
—_ of it, till they be everlaſtingly ſwallowed up| rap 
ofi copit ic. Jeſus Chriſt, even at bis ſecond comin wh 
per Sp:iritie when he ſhall rake up his m ro be m__ _ 
Fo Fon re en then 3. rho Af 
E © r 2 0m, . F7 ; 
yn / hem that believe, 2 Theſ. 1. 10, admird" 99m 
ſed totum all t hich 
ſeme! com- for that love which x, veal - ef an 
preb-ndere- aqmired for that glory which they ſhall enj 
'n hiv there, as the fruits of this love. (n) The me 
- _—_ ſure of the glory will be ſogreat, as ſhall fillth 
roger | he grace ;, beholder 
alre4 ve;d enjojers with Wonder at the grace , 
vita ſtupe- With no leſs than admiration at the tower of th 


bimus ad \ beſtowwer. When a glorified Saint ſhall conf , Fol 
admirabili +l ſelf raiſed from the duſt, yea the aunghilſh,: | 
illam dile- . ae lih »d equal! 
ionem, to fit with Princes, tobe ma RE, APA £9 NA of ( 
neg, tamen the Angels, to ſeeGod, and enjoy an excteau ſupa 
etiam tum and eternal weight of glory, When he bath def bo 
I ved 10 ſuch matter, bat the Contrary, and thi er. and 
CYCATIT EP 


lli his equals, if nos llkr, 
lo- ſand, yea millions of men, his equals, uLreature 
ho ; betters, paſſed by , hoty will it fd ſuch a one will, vled 
poterit i#- extolling, and admiring the rich grace and lawgyic. . 


fnitam ih- of the great God, and our Saviour eſms Chril 'Þ, ks 
— We our ſelves ( layes (0) Retloc ) do now pri thing: 


dere, que 1. -- -  _—_ 
in Dt eſt : ſaltem id ſcimus, quad illa charitate toti implebins 
#8 Pray g2t epnis ih neue, Roller, is Jorn, p-706, Ek 
«ol 


wb 1waras the Children of Men. 62 
it. »iþ3ve the love of God to be fled abroad in gytat 
00 plenty into onr hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which ts 
or ing BEfIeN 17170 #44 : But Wwe ave not able to comprehend 
\ takapt altogether at once in this life, And in the life 
onta»come, we ſhall be amazed at that admirable 
allogÞeve, though even then the mind of a glorified 
ra ſte rear w7e Rat not be able to comprehend all that 
- mon#bwite love which iz in God : Net this at leaft Wwe 
| up br k20W, T hat we foal be altogether filled with 
- What love, when God ſpall be all in all, Tocon- 
Slude this, how exceeding great muſt that /ove 
eds be, which the Saints in glory ſhall not be 
ble fully to comprehend ! That's the ſeventh 


; AfArgUment. 


Y laſt Argument, wherewith 1 ſhall con= Arg. 8. 
#'+ clude whatT have to ſay, as to the Do- 
xrinal: pare of this Propoſition, is this, The 
ve of Chriſt muſt needs paſs all humane, (p) for | pr 


erat C02- 


crea ſurpaſſeth all Angelical knowledge, The An- pckinenm, 


"ay F< being pare Inteli gentie, of pure Intelligen- nempe bu- 
"0, and of larger capacities than the reſt of the _ 
tures, do know more than we yet their (2 0% 
rf $on ge iS but like that of the creatures, 3... ;, 
-bril mteand limited ; (q)though by their natu- 1oc. ut /«- 
W knowledge they know _ things, yet not p12. 
w FPthings, Thereare many things which they 4 ©*7//+- 
ae Þ* ignorant of : they know not the hearts of 7.1 
llebins " y Angelos 
[a ſeiant, multa tkmen etiam neſcire, Eftjus in Semen 
; \ 2, di, 7. Pe r&% Ns : 
germ _ mer, 


64 


* Leigh's 
Body of 
Divinity. 
P. 271. 


'atall by a natural knowledge. Ifall the Angy 
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men, 1 Kings 8.39. Ar many things to Con "ore 


Iſa. 4-1. 2.3. 00r the time when the Dey-of 7 udp + ie fa 
ment ſoall be, Mat. 24. 36. This great my bob i 
ery of Chriſt, and. his loye in redeeming ay pat fry 


faving of Man, the very Angels' themlc| 
knew not at the firlt-: for as the Apolile ſpe: 
Eph. 3. 9. It was from the beginning of ti 
World hid in God ;” nor could they havo knot 


. re 


þ&0l, 


anſats, 


in Heayen had fare in counſel from the beguf , >. 
ning of the World to this day, tor contriving hen 
way to ſave man, /alv.i Dei juſtiti.a, they cou 1 
never have foundit out; nor could they har 
known it when it was contrived, if he who cat AY 
trived had concealed it : but they came cc 
know it at the firſt by revelation trom Gd fx. 
How ſoon it was revealed to them, is notnf p,,.; 
vealed unto us, and therefore cannot be dete 
mined by us : yetthis appears, that the kno 
ledge which they had of it by revelation, » 
not compleat at firſt, bur was improved by d| (r)becs 
ſervation and experience, * Hence thatQ ,,. ... 
ſtinRion of the knowledge of Angels (ama. 
the Schoolmen) into Nataral, Revealed 1 had not 
Experimental. Their natural knowledgenq 14 
improved, quoad ſpeciem, by Revelation: WW; 11... 
it they know that which they knew not befor; ._ 4 
and their knowledge by revelation yas imp! private 
ved quoad gradem, by Experience : by itt pry. 
knew in fuller meaſure what they knew befor (/... 
they knew the ſubſtance ofit by revelation, I qc -p, 
the circumſtances of it more clearly and fully ,, , , le 
experience and obſervation. Gods revealily] 57. 


ro them ox firſtinthe general, bath madetq of cp 


111 


towards the Childres of M en. 65; 
more eager in purſuit of the particulars; hence 


"Fit isfaid, 1 Pet. 1.12, 7 hat the An 
8 . £ : oy 53 els 4 
hok, into the myſtery of Chriſt and The hs Get. 


us 1nd che words there uf ical, 
ed 
are emphatical, en19u- 


p80, which ſignifies an earneſt, ſtrong, and 
| mſatiefied deſire; Taggrv Jay, which ſignifies | 
's 1 diligent and accurate infþettion, to look and pry ; Fs fre 
a wy, by ſtoeping down to ſee the inſide of i 
- go! at = bſcare, and under cover, It's 1404 Deus 
no t to bean alluſion to the poſture of the !** ipſo:um 
erubims, which were put upon the Mercv- M1118 ſu 
| ſeat with rheir f:ces looking down into it Exel ns. 9:cftg- 
25. Now there are two wayes or” ad if ; , « FOMs Ulitite 
which the knowl CPERLTy, BY ME <> 
| OW edge of Angels in the Myltery minations 
of Chriſt and his love, ſeems to be improved. 09 
(1.) By the Church. This is clear from rig Nn 
Epi 3.8, 9,1 o. where the Apoſtle tells us Tort = 
at the man 7; . 7 oc 
by the Hr þ , —_— Goa z5 made knovn © verb 
; o the Principalities and Powers in "bas 
J heavenly places, that is, the Angels, (fo called bont ſenſi, 
() becauſ, e of their Princely power amnaerGod ouer op Eats 
. e Kingdomes of the World; ) and this he ſayes de bt 
l "a intent of hispreaching the Goſpel.If it '*7 ** £4%- 
a = been forthe © hurches ſake that God —___—y 
o_ reveal ſo glorious a myſtery, the Angels -k « [7 
p _ muſt have been for everignorant of 6 _ w_ 
ako after they had received notice of it by aw 
| pr O—_ from God, yet was their prant ty 
| edge of it encreaſed by Gods diſpenſati- Angel Mi 
4 0nsto, and inthe Church, by reaſon whereof rift cam De' 
the Choreb wins if ' COT [1prentiam, 
Pn as ( ) a glaſs, in which they ſaw, quam pri- 
= | hang the manifold Wiſdome of God, and us neſcie- 
q 3: he mo fuller experience of the myſtery "7 Caly, 
ris love, and our redemption thereby. ,. Eph 3. 
4 Os 


F Thus 


Thus by the Prophecies and Promiſes of the Ol{ 
Teſtament, and by the performances an 
preaching of the New, and by the Providency 
and Ordinznces of both, (whereof the Churd 
was the ſeat and center) the Angels came ty 
further acquaintance with Chriſt, and the wy 
of mars ſalvation by him, which they deſire 
r0 look into. 

(2.) By Chriſt himſelf, by beholding an 
attending upon him in our nature, both as hum, 
bled on Earth, and exalted to glory in Heaven, 
This is that which the Apoſtle reckons as a par 
of the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, 1 Tim.z 
16, that Chriſt was ſeen of Angels, They knen 
Chriſt was ro come into the World by Divit 
Revelation; they knew more of bim by thok 
Prophetical Przxdictions which were made « 
him, & more yec by attending upon him, & ni 
niſtring unto him whiles be was in our fleſhy 
on Earth, carrying on the Work of our Rede 
ption;and yer more by beholding of himnow it 
15 glorified in Heaven, fitting in our nature ath 
Fathers right hand : And yet even now the 
know not all of Chriſt, and his loye towards 
there is that in Chriſt which dazles the ſigh 
andexceeds the compreherſion of the gloria 
Angels. Now ifthe love of Chriſt paſſerh the 
knowledge, ſurely it muſt needs ſurpaſs ours, 

And thus ] hope I have ſufficiently cleare 
and confirmed the truth of my Aſertion, Thi 
the love of Feſus Chriſt is exceeding great andit 
gorprehen(sble, | | 
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ae to 

Joſs CHAP V. 

ng anl I proceed now to Application, Applic, 
oy HE firſt and main Uſe which I ſhall U/ Es 
S A Pant make of ehis point, ſhall be to turn this The fidſt 


"im. prayer ofthe Apoſtle for theſe Epheſſans into an 


7 kney 
Divi 
/ thok 


Exhortation unto every one that ſhall read 


= uf Jeſus, and that in his love. 
xn 

eſhuj Se. I. 
ede 

JOW If 


y Ul 


 figh 


OTj100 


1 that 


urs, 
leare 


nd Ny 


AT 


c aty 


rds 


Ti f 


draw you unto more — and familia- 
rity with him andir : therefore I firſt preach- 


neſt requeſt to you all, to whom this ſhall come, 
that you would not lay aſide this advice which 1 
.now give you, of ſtudying this love of Chris, 
#ndgetting a ſound, ſaving knowledge of ut, e- 
ſp:aally ſeeing it is a matter of ſo general, fo 
greit and neceſſary concernment , fo general, 
&that none/can exempt himſelf, fo great, as 
that your 4/ depends upon it, and ſo ne- 

Fe F 2 ceſlary, 


Llc of Ex- 
horeation, 


to labour C4 


theſe lines, that he would make it his great bu- co know 
fineſs, ſtudy, and endeavour to know the Lord the love of 


hriſt, 


MI Y great deſire, and deſignis to bring you The Pre- 
nearer to Chriſt, and ro that endT lay face to the 
efore you this grand atcraRive of his /ove, to h2rdling 


of Its 


&, and now publiſh ic, andI make it my ear- ,4\ 


"a 
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ceſſary, as that you are undone witho 
IC, 


Thisis the great buſineſs of a Goſpel Miteþ 9; © 
ſter, for himſelf and his People to ſtudy, knoxfj | 5: 
and preach Jeſus Chriſt, This was Pazls deter 
mination among the learned Corinthians, 1 Cs 
2. 2. to know noth;ng but 7eſus Chriſt, and hin 
erucified : tor indeed this was the end of l 
Apolileſhip, as he tells the Epheſians, Chap. z 
8. to preach among the Gentiles the unſearchabk 
riches of Chriſt, All our ſtudies and preact 
ing, which are not Chriſt direRly or reductive 
ly, are but zigie2zo., things by the by, andwil} Nog 
not tend to any comfortable account at laltÞ he ſtud 
We may pleaſe our ſelves, and it may be tbokf fudy ; 


. that hearus coo, by preaching other things] cannot 


but we ſhall not ſave our ſelves, and thoſe thaff gf Chri 
hear us, unleſs we preach Jeſus Chriſt, We} Nature 
are bur Prevaricators in our office, if Jew} his De; 
Chriſt be not the Unum Magnum , nay thef All hay 
Unum Maximum 1nour Miniltry, this loy 

This is alſo the great buſineſs of every Chi known 


AC ſtian for; himſelf, ro know Jeſus Chriſt : ouſthe bef 


life depends upon it, according to our Saviour - If ye 
owrf words, 7h. 17. 3. This # life eternal, tif now cl 
know thee the only true God, and Feſus Chrif - lan 
whom thou baſt ſent. For the excellency of thif  neve? 
knowledge, the Apoſtle Paul counted a// thing the loy 
but droſs and dung, Phil. 3.8. This is the one :ohyow 
thing neceſſary, without whichall a mans othetÞ again, 
knowledge will but haſten and heighten Is donor. 
condemnation, 3 you 
learr, 
p $1] to ſeek 
| Ireaſar 


£ 
tho 


tonterds the Children of Men, 69 


$i Chriſtum diſcs, mbil eſt 3 catera neſcss, 
$i Chriſtam n:{cxs, nihileſt ſs catera diſcs, 


Engliſhed thus, 


If Chriſt thou know, it will ſuffice, 
Though elſe thou knoweſt naught ;, 

If Chriſt be hid, thou art not wiſe, 
T hongh all elſe thou be taught. 


1d will Now the love of Chriſt is the main matter to 44 
© lalF he ſtudied,and known by every one who would 
thokf fudy and know Jeſus Chrilt ; and indeed we 
1085F cannot miſs of love in the ſtudy and knowledge 
ſe thalf of Chriſt : for Chriſt is love. His Name, his 
WeJ Natures, bis Offices, his Dorine, his Life, 
Jeb} tis Deach, his Priviledges, his Ordinances, his 
Ly thef All have a deep tinRture of love in them, and 
this love is to be known, and that it may, be 
' Chi known, to be ſtudied by us, by all of us, even 
: OlÞthe beſt of us. 
viow] - Ifyouſay, We hear this o:ten enough, and g4jec. 
al, tif know this well enough, 
Cbriſf - anſwer, * That is never ſaid enough, which Anſw. 
of thi # never learned enough ; And though you know * Nun- | 
thing} the loye of Chriſt, do you know it as you ought rv o—A 
ie 0neſ to kyow 3x ? If you do not, you muſt go overit 7/42), - 
other Gain, that you may know ir better ; and you g,am ſatis 
en I} donot know Chriſt as you ought, nor his love tſcicur. 
3 yon ought, until you haye him and it by 
heart, You who know moſt and beſt, are yet 
Si] to feek : you know but in part; there are all the 
ITraſwres of wiſdame and know leage hid in C y-: 
F 3 01, 


"0 


Objeft. 


Anſw. 
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Col. 2. 3. wnſearchable riches, Ephel. 3.8, 
which can never be traced and tound out. You 
may be all your time ſearching and digging into 


'them; and yer, chough you ſhould hve never 


ſo long, not eome'to the bottome at laſt, bu 
muſt breath out your foules with an & 99 
in the concluſion, oh ! the depth: for this 
a love which paſſerh knowleage. 

if you fay, that itis an heartleſs, hopelel 
work which I pat you upon, when [I bid yay 
ſtudy to know the love of Chriſt, ſeeing it pa. 
ſeth knowleage. 

I Auſwer, Thatit's true the love of Chriſti 
ſuch as pafſeth knowledge ; the riches of Chril 
areunſearchable riches : but yet the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt ſhould not make us idle 
but active, in digging and ſearching-them out 
asfaras wecan; the unknowable love of Chrll 
ſhould not deaden and ffraiten , but quicken 
and enlarge our appetite, to-endeayour after s 
full a knowledge as we may. What wiſe ma 
will ſtand ſtill, or go back, becauſe he cannd 
finiſh bis journey in a day? Will not mendy 
for Gold, becoufe they cannot get to the bot 
tome of the Mine ? And ſhall we refuſe to kuoy 
as much as'we can of this loye of Chriſt, becauk 
we cannot comprehend as much as there is} 
Far be it from any of us to cheriſh any ſud 
— : for the checking. whereof con 

er, 

(r.) That you may know enough of Chril 
and his love to ſerve for your ſouls ſalvation, 
which its your great intereſtto mind and lool 
aſter, as the great end of your being. 

| .- {av 


dtleft at 
variety 
4rend 


deat la 


towards the Children of Men, 7e 


(2. ) You ſhall not need fear to be cloyed 
and glucted in the ſtudy of this love ; Varietas 
tleftat, variety delights , and there is ſo much 
ntiety in this one ſubjeR, the loveof Chriſt, 
* by | »renders the ſtudy ofit very delectable. 
; (3.) The deeper you go in this love of 
. yea, if (as* Platarch * Plit. 
notes ) Eudoxus Was content to be burnt up by ——may | 
the Sun, if be might have liberty firſt to ſtand ' up 
ſonar, as to learn the fignre, magnitude and (mibi) p, 
| form of a Star, how much more and better 117, 
ſhould a Chriſtian be content to enter upon, 
-q;.1 and proceed in the ſearch, ſtudy, knowledge 
and underſtanding of this love of Chriſt, till he 
beat laſt ſwallowed up of that which he is neyer 
able fully to comprehend! 


"I Chriſt , the ſweeter ; 


on. _ 6 _—— OO _—— ——— ——_— 


SeR. 2, 


I the proſecution of this Exhortation, I 
ſhall do theſe two things, 


e bot \' I ſhall dire& your knowlfdge, that you 


may not miſtake about it 
2, I ſhall excite youto it by the encourage- 
Eb! ments which the Apoſtle layes down abour 
the Text, that you be not diſheartned, fo as 
todecline your duty in this particular , 


"nfl By way of Direion, which is necdful : for DireQions 
tio.} Uknowledge of the love of Chriſt is nor ſuffici- —_ hmng 
look} £it and faying , there is a general, notional, ,,.1,*.c 


ſpeculative, hiſtorical knowledge, which will chric. 
ET OY "<0 
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be prejudicial, and nor profitable in the end, 
though this be good, asfar as ir goes, yer when 
there is no more; it is not ſufficient. Thi} 
who know the loye of Chriſtin the notion gp 
ly, for Diſcourſe ſake, or for a Profeſlions (ike 
only, will fall as ſhort of Heaven as the moſt j 
norant perſon , yea, thoſe who know the loyf(1.)QE 
of Chrilt no better than thus, will bat deſcend Ch 
che more learnedly into Hell, and incurre thelne ro hin 
more ſevere condemnation, Now that yaſand true 
may not miſtake here, nor miſcarry hereaftgThough y 
in this boſineſs of knowing the loye of Chriſ}, I]kdge of C 
ſhall diret you ro mind the qualificationofloveto 
of your knowledge, and I ſhall mentionClriſt, n 
three, poſtle te 
Dire&tion? (71, ) Look that your knowledge of thelowfulmyfer: 
” _— of Chriſt be Copnitio affettiva, an affeftir jithour lc 
onate Mate knowledge, let it not ſwimme in youſ{blerves, 
know- heads only by empty Notions, but finkſuimirable 
ledge. down into your hearts, in ſweet, ſavoury, tr marro) 
warming, and lively affeions towards him. trth i 
M And -pnof Uni 
þ ' Þbe ſeull. 
gives 
HT5100, | 
my _ NOTER — — & that N 
Init and 
lance r 
bich is th 
S E C Tf perfet 
(ether, C 
£12 pat, & Jib, 
©: at, Lyr. 
nos ſerliccr 
"b Þ. 96+ 


tow 


towards the Children of Men, . 73 


_ SR, 2. 


low (16 EE that you have ſach a knowledge of The 6: 
cend Chriſt and his love, as is accompanied with Branch of 
> the ve ro hip. True love is grounded in knowledge, © fit 

, , - ig DircRions 
yaſfjad true knowledge hath love buile upon ir, Sr be 
aft Though your heads be never ſo full of the knows a kno« - 


}, tkdge of Chriſt, yer if your hearts be not alſofull ledge ac- 


ionoflove ro him, it will neicher be acceptable to <ompani . 


ed wit 


tion{Chriſt, nor profirable ro your ſelves. The ky 


poſtle tells us how little che anderſtanding of 
lowful myſteries, and all knowledge will profit a man 

2; (without love, 1 Cor. 13. for, asthe(t) Father prog h 
rour Poblerves, There may be many commendable and.11miin, Y 
ſink fuimirable things found in a man, which, without 1t4, admi- 
Iy, he marroW of love, have indeed a ſhew, but not Y«ada poſ- 
him, Pte trath of godlineſs. Love is thegreat affeRi- /#* i® ho- 

-pnof Union; it is g/#ten animi,- the c pr. 9h 

; L mms, ement of ,;;; ue 
þhe ſeul. Though (u) knowledge ftand without, fne E anc] 
We gives #5 4 view of ( hriſt, yet its love that tatis me- 
ters in, claſps about him, and cleaves to him ; *#is has 
& that notwithſtanding all our knowledge, %” 7% 

. em pietae 
init and we ſhall ſtill abide ſtrangers, and the ;; fomilitua 
lſtance remain, till loye _ us together, dinem, ſed 
ich is the bond of perfetFneſs, thatis, (w) the 10% verita- 
; 1 pf perfeft bond, becanſe it doth joyn hearts to- D _ : 

{ther, Col, 3, 14. (x) So that herein Divine 1 BE ho 

$a, & Jib. arbitr, ( ih; ) p. 125. u Scentia foris ſtat, dileftis 

a, Lyr. in Epb.3.19. W <Q! 01 winculum ot pe: fell fiimunm, ant + 

* Oo conjungens, Grom, in loc, x Dr. Reynolds of the Paſ- 
'h Þ, 96, 


I ow! 


ar 
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Love hath the ſame kind of vertue with Dj 
Faith, that as this is the being and ſubſiſtin 
things to come, and diſtant in time : ſo that ut: 
1nion and knitting of things abſent, and dif AP 
in place, as Chriſt and Chriſtians are, he he WB 
in Heayen , and they on Earth, whom y 
having not ſeen they love, 1 Pet..1.8, and} 
* © feliz love are united to him, and become one Fin 
hominum with him, 1 Cor. 6. 17. And therefore 


00 


l 
St veſtros Ag happy you, whoſe hearts by love \ 
my ; » Arerul'd, which rules in Heaven above! fyith you 
oa flam 
regitzr,,e> Give me leave here alittle to commune withens hear 
gat. Boer. you about your love to Chriſt, and to ſhaould not 
— you why, and how you ſhould love hinfothat wl 
2. ( nib;) the one to move you toit, the other to pu PR 
P47. YOu init. bs Chriſt 
ler theref 


bonds 0 
arch to d! 


_e towards the Children of Men. >) 
4 
f 


in | 
JADADDADAR 
ED DEED 


Fin CHAP, VL 
l Ould you haye a reaſon' for 
PW 


your love? Truly were it fo _ —f 

we! rich you as it ſhould be, this fire would burn ;;ves for 
oa flame without blowing : butthe truths, evieg Je- 

iÞnens hearts have loſt their ingenuity, elſe there ſus Chridt. 

egould not need ſo much adoeto perſwade them 

hingothat which is not only their duty, but their 4 

puidrinledge, it being indeed an honour that Je- 

s Chriſt will give us leave to love him. Conſi- 

er therefore, becauſe need fo requires, thoſe 

bonds of love which your Lord hath caſt * Hoſ. rs. 


nh to draw in your hearts to the love of him. +: 


4 . 


\' 


_ 


\ | Sea. T. 


(1.) FT's the fum of all that the Lord re- 
I quires of you, and the beſt of all that = M- 4 
«1/00 canreturn unto him. for our 
(1,) It's the ſum of all that he requires of o_ 'y 
P As love from Chriſt is the top of your © * 
ppineſs, ſo love to Chriſt is the ſumof your 
duty. The whole LaW 5s briefly comprehenatd, 
ul the Commandments ( which are exceeding 
Rs | broad, 


- "morem en: conjungimur Deo. Aug, Mags caps 18: ( 7:h1 ) pe 23s 


76 The tranſcendescy of Chriſts Low | wuz, t 
y *Arzx- broad, and of valt extent, P/al. 119. 96, ) uf w### 
pzrwsru. ſumm'd up, andepitomized in this ſingle wo 44447: 
_ —_— this ſweeteſt Monoſyllable, Love, y Rom, 13,000 love 
dium w_ Loveis the ſum andſubſtance of what we oweiſt® £* 
citu/; nam Godand Man, the'ſhort ſummary and things 4; 
rota Lex pendium of a Chriſtians whole duty : when 4%: 
nibil alWid the Apoſtle calls the obſervance hereof the fu love, 


_ filling of the Lav, v.10. and the (2) fewewf'® "7 | 


. mo-em Det, 


&> proximi led the Commands of loving God, and onr Neg A Wi 
precipit. boxr, The great Summes. Now as the Seryin - gk. 
B.z. in of Naumar ajdto him, 2 Kings 5. 1g. lo (yp com 
mw _ Ito you, If the Lord had commanded you [me Whodn 
—_ Dei greater thing, would you not have done it ? \f\ « him, 
amandi,c> Dad required you to ſacrifice your Children, if" furth 
alterum a- burn your bogies to aſhes, would you not hayf}7"*« 
mandy q: done it? how much more then when he hi v, and h 
A wa © yongive him only your hearts. Jour love? [BPO 
reg" of oath It's the beſt of all thit v tall that 
bres ſums (2.) CSC & De OT all t iT. YOu can return 
me mgne, unto him, (a), Love # the beff thing that thf*70 G 
Gror. in beſt manever gave toChriſt : It's love that dolf®" Ju 
_— 5 engape all beſides, and ſweetens all that is and af 
primum,cs- Baged, Loveis Queen Regent inthe ſoul ; alſ®* 795 
maximum All other Graces, Gifts, Duties, -Services, #Þ*” 9 C 
doaym,quo tend her beck, and ſerve her intereſt, and arf = 
= "2:35 welcome before the:Throne, according toth{9cant 
7 7 ſtrain of love that is in them. Love # che kerÞopreat 
teſt, CHA nel of ever i, th h | there 
per ipſum = 7) gift; the heanty of every per formant xy 
cetera om- the marrow of| every daty,. the luſtre of « 
1a tlewans tould loy 
tur. Leſſius de ſummo bono. lib, 2, cap. 6. p. 134. See Fenhi 
on Jude, Part x (mit) p. 140, 4. and Martyn on Jude. p. oh 
Amor ubt ven*(it, ceteros omues in ſe traducit, & captivat ft 
tins. Amor per ſe ſufficit, per ſe placet, & propter ſe, . I} 
meritum, ipſe premwum, ipſe cauſa, 'hſe fructus, ipſe wſus, 0 


8746, 


towards the Children of Men, 77 - 


Wl grace, the ſalt whic h ſeaſons every Sacrifice, 
SF Ct which, the exquiſiteſt ſervice is but a © 
\ wor dad carkaſs embalmed, The greateſt gift with. 
13,0 love is rejected , the leaſt with itis accept- 
oweried. Love is an att of grace of it ſelf, other 
1 conſthings are not atts of grace Without love, as 
vheng$.4/mes; 1a Martyraome it ſelf ts nothing with- 
be f wt love, 1 COr. 13. 3. but ſmall things are made 
Ws cdl eat by love , A Cap of cold Water, Mart. 10. 
Nall Widows Mite, Luke 21. find acceptance, 
road coming from love. It's love whereby a Chri- t 
llancomes neareſt to God, who is love: and | 
u (ft ho dwelleth in love, dwelleth inGod, and God Þ Solw a 
» 1){# him, 1 John 4.16. ts love which removes ne _— 
en, | im furtheſt from hypocriſie : for in this only the _ 
1 haP1Poorite cannet imitate him ;, he can Feab, and motibus, 
\e bil, and ſuffer : bat he cannot love, and the want ſenſrous, 
 Pithisfpoilsall. Tcs your beſt, nay its your All, 777: *#*- LC 
return! 48 that the Apoſtle deſires Chriſtians may RR __ in 
hat tiff"% to G 0d for the mercy and peace beſtoved ou ann. 
1t dot tem, Jude 2. (b) ts only love of all the moti= *!ff. non ex 
is nf 41d affettions of the ſoul, by which the Cyea- ©9192 '*- 
l; af” rhough not in away of equality, can an-" - ere 
's bu Creator, and make any return to him. a _ | 
ad anf'ditsonly by love that the Redeemed of the twam re. << 
t0 til ordean return unto him their Redeemer, for P*ndere vi- 
» br Bgreat love in working Redemption for them. ©”: Aug. 
therefore ſeeing you can do no better nor Manual. 
ore for Chriſt, it is but reaſonable that you penny 
'0t ) ps 


233» 


AL 
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The ſem 

cond Rea- c_n_—_—_— 

ſon, ' 
c Hec pre- Set 2. us Brace ir 
Catto vice s de, 1S W1! 
oracult ha- || thoſe th 


benda eft, 4 , Onſider how ſtrongly this loxf@this vou 
on _ (2 / (; Chriſt 1s urged in Seripend 1964 Co 
in] P " from thence you may ſee further reaſon tolythat lov 
d Hebreo-. him, He is not content barely to propuſh lued of 
rum uſitata and preſcribe ir, butuſech ſuch arguments there are 
ſalutatio ay allure or affright, draw or drive, perimgaly and ol 


_ 4 - or force you to obſervance and obedience. | (1,),Thi 


poſt pate== (11.) Asif there were ſomething valuablhon Chriſt 
fitum 1e- your love, he doth invite and encourageype; for if 
_— to love him by the great and precious Proifandments, 


mfcriun , Which he hath made unto it. (c) That A\sFathers | 
in quo fon- (ical benediftion, Epheſ. 6. 24. may be uy that lov 
tem gratie food inthe nature of a Promiſe : the Wiky/ wil Io 
NN are, Grace be with all them that love om Ieſlood of 
wie uns” Peſme Criſt in ſincerity. Now Gract ſtove, þ 
oration * harpe a word for Blefling, as Love for Diaience, by 
etiam ad- aft ſame extent in the New TeſtamentWeqill ſo A, 
1u#gcbant. peacein the Old, (d) The form of Bleſliffeuy G4, 


DaV« in mong the Jews, was, Peace be unto yon, dtalte the 


Coloſl, p. 43. 23. but when the Myſtery of Mats Fu, which 
© Ago. demprtion was revealed, in which God 0XFmiſed aft 


Exerciſe. a fountain of Grace to mankind, it was Whehim, y 
Part. 2-4% coed into Grace be unto you, as appea's land ope! 
pi2%- Epites, where Gracewwiſhed bye Ae) Hel 
Tryal of a unto Chriſtians, either by it ſelf, or 0 Foil love + 
Chriſtians junion with Peace by way of Amplifica « Hey 
Gincere By this Grace is meant the (e) Bleſſing of Wd will mak 


oy a Eternal God, (f) Al thoſe precious Mn  eceflary 


that Texts 


| . tvards the Children of Men, 


ud fevarr of God, Itsa ſhort, but compre. 
alive word, and contains all good in it, yer 


his grace in its greateſt fulneſs, and utmoſt lati-' . 


we, is wiſhed for, and ſhall be beſtowed on 

| thoſe that love the Lord Feſws in ſincerity. 
TEothisyou may add; Fob. 14. 21. 23. He that 
\ Sth my Commanaments, and keepeth them, he 
Ot sthat loveth me ; and he that loveth me, ſhall 
ke Led of my Father, © c. Intheſe two Ver- 
5, Esthere are four chings promiſed to thoſe who 
ly and obedienrially love the Lord Jeſus. 
» gh will be no love loſt to lay it out 
n Chriſt, you ſhall have it again with advan- 
ve: for if you loye him ſo as to keep his Com- 
andments, Chriſt hath promiſed love for love, 
AMFathers love, his own love for your love. 
uy that loverh me, ſhall be loved of my Father, 


f 
5 


glorious Benefits, Which flow from the grace 


75 


Wed] will love him ; (g) which is not to be un- g Ger, * 
1 I&eſl00d of a general, but ſpecial love, not of Har. in 


Milence, but of friendſhip and complacency, 
new fo ed abroad his love into your hearts by 
(YYe Holy Ghoſt, that you ſhall know, and feel, 
s, dtaſte the love of che Father and Son towards 
ans Fee, which appears further from that which is 
ofFmiſed afrerwards. Chriſts love to fuch as 
s We bim, will not bean empty and idle, but a 
s 18Kland operative love ; For 

Ap (2.) He ayes he will manifeſt himſelf to you. 
10 Foil love them, and will gnifeft my ſelf to 
fcllies. He will deal with yet as with Friends, 


7 fÞdvill make known to you whatſoever ſhall - 


MM weeeflary for your ſalvation, Fobn 15. 1 5 


i | " 


« ht love, bur after love, not ofa love of bene- 19c. 


\ 


80. The trepſcendehiy. of Chriſts Live 
he will impart a fuller knowledge: of himſg 
you, bythe Siri of wiſdome and revelgi 
Eph. 1. 17. and larger taſtes of his love. ,"Y 
ſhall be kiſſed with the kiſſes of his mouth, Cui er chit 
I. 2. brought into his Banqueting-houſe, andih upon | 
Banner over you love, under the ſhadow When which 
you ſhalt fit wthgreat delight, and his fruit kf yer the 
be ſweet to your taſte, Cant. 2. 3. 4. He will thatif 
manifeſt himſelf in-a way of love to his peoglff not do 
* Aliquan.. 390 give chem' occaſion to cry out with thi than by 
dointre- holy man, * At ſome times thou inwardly ini rich an 

mittis me ſeſt into me a aetight that I am not uſually ff their lo 
_ _— quainted with, a ſweetneſs of I know nagwyid] though 
— kind, Which conld it be once perfetted inme,{ ther ey 
intrerſs 5, Jbonld be I know not what manner of height, whilf into the 
ad n'{(cia this life ſhall never arive unto. Such manifel Rile ay 
4 T7 dul- tions will Chriſt give of himſelf co thoſe wi 1 Cvy. 
 cedinems loye him, as none know but they who exprſ als (1 


They ' 
lers ; | 
but ab 


xl og ence them , nor can they themſelves ſufficienſ Phyſici 
me, weſcio ly expreſs them. But then of the. 


quid cyity (3.) He ſayes furcher, that his Father a 
que vita he will come unto you, ze Will come to hin} the 
"1 = " thatis, ze will make ſecret and ſweet approt 
. Aug. 67 
Conf. lib. £5 toſuch a ſonl by the ſpirit, for the further! 
10. cap, lightning, quickning, contorting, ſupportit 
40. and ſtrengthning of him, till he be ſealed wy not the 
the Day of Redemption. This is a great mam the po! 
yet notall : for Hamm 
(4.) He promiſeth that his Father and open. 
will make their abode with you : and wakzmy Tits ne 
abodewith him : hereby 1s ſignified thecnf Chriſt i 
ririnance and dur ten of that grace whidy ave n 
ſhown- by the Father, Son, and Holy Ghd Know t 
when they come to a beloved and loving ia tetwhe 


towards the Children of Me. v1 
& They will not come as Sojourners, but as Dwel- 
al lers; not 1479 aſide to rarry with you for a night, 
but abide with you for ever. Now what great- 
af erching can be promiſed unto, or beſtowed 
gpon the Sons of men 1n this life, than that 
which is comprehended in theſe words? and 
Aff yer theſe are promiſed to thelove of Chriſt : ſo 
thatifa man ſhould ſer his love to fale, he can- 
& cot do ic to more profit and benefit to himſelf, 
than by laying it out upon Chriſt, who is moſt 
ff rich and liberal in his rewards to his people for 
$ their love, as appears from what hath been ſaid, 
{4 tbough there be more yer, even that Which nei- 
@ ther eye hath ſeen, nor ear heard, ner can enter 
of into rhe heart of man toconceive, which the Apo- 
ifell-tle fayts is prepared for thoſe that love the Lord, 
 1Cor.2.9. And itany evil befall them, that 
alſo (through the $kill and care of thejr wiſe 
en Phyſician, who can make a ſoveraign Treacle Pencnur 
of the. moſt deidly poyſon)) ſhall co-operate pro remeg 
q forthe good of rhoſe who love God, according to © 
the Promile, Roms. 8. 28, Bur theſe I leave 
F tobe enlarged in your own Meditations, and 
oy paſs On. 
 -(2.) If chis golden Key of che Promiſes open 
not the door of your hearts, to let Chriſt into 
the poſſeſſion of your love, behold the iron 
Hammer of che Threatnings ready to force ic 
open. Mens dead, dall, and difinggnuous ſpi- 
fits need this as well as other wayes; an 
Chriſt is ſo reſoly*d upon our love, that he will 
aq aye no means unattempred to procure It. 
Know therefore that it is not an arbitrary mat- 
{| ttwherher you love _ or no: for necelli- 
| - © &.. o .M - a. , | ry 
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h Oſcuta;i fy Lesupon you, and woebe 0 oo ef _ him; 
» amarc, 1m not. Love Chriſt, or you are Joſt an but you 1 
Axtwor' done for ever, See what the Seripture ſpeaks your ſel: 
jequi, ſe this particular, Jurmic in 
. Pumiltt er Pſalm 2.12. Kiſs the $on, left he be anillie angry 
fe ”_ . «14d ye periſh from the way, when his wrath you love | 
—_ ol 6.2 kindled bur alittle. ( b) [he cuſtome of Bader, 77, 
antiquitits ting of old, wasa ſign of affeRion or ſub; ole Lor 


o/c#(u% © on, and thus it is uſed in Scripture to ſh your d 
rat, Glall, 


Rhet.Sacr. nifie . | ; | Bah 
P. 1094. (1.) Aﬀettion. Thus Eſau kiſſed his Bro by you'll per! 
Oſcu!um in Facob, 11 token of love and good will, be tal. 80. 1 
ſacra Sits reconciled co him, Gen. 3 3.4. Thus the Mad miſcr 


ptura f24- minve Chriſtians did ; Salzre one another wth vineſs. 
_ —_ an holy Kiſs, Roms. 16, 16. 1 Cor. 16: ths unto 1 
cos (1) This was ſignified in the Word and mihbeyche [ 
cem, reve- from the Apoſtle Peters Adjunt , whereWntofthe 
renzzam, calis jt. the Kiſs of Charity , 1 Pet, 5. 1 Ito a ſtat: 
in. (K) Z»ſtin Martyr mentions this as a pradiphich will 
Rar. Div, Dt 
Offic. 1;z $10 his time : 77 her Prayers are ended, we [aliaſt wrath 
4: Cap. 53. 0% another with a Kiſs, . _Wneprovy 
(mbi)p, (2.) It fignifies kkewiſe S»bjeftion, Reviice, At 
302. rence and Obedience. . Thus Samet kiſſed anoth 
O—_— when he had anointed him King, in token Proy. 8 
es;us ſen lubjeRion and obedience to him, 1 Sam. 10mneth | 
ef, River, Thus Idolaters kifſed their Idols, in toket | _ 
in Pſal. 2- Reverence, 1 Kings 19. 18. Hof, 13. 2. rſtand tf 
y this pl-ce may be toad of beth theſe; lo havin 
Gaitis mans all men, even the greateſt of men, Kings en, calls 
£025 in- Judges of the Earch, are charged to kils iecrive hi 
viccmoſcu- YOn, to love, and ſubmit themſelves to tiemunto 
{o /a/v'4- Lord Jeſus, andthat under 2 dreadful penaidome 2 
_y x if they do it not, /eſf he be anTry. You caliieand fay 


pol, 2, * Change the nature of Chriſt by your not lors ſhould 


towards the Children of Men, $; 
him; he will be loving, and will love fill : 
but you-may change the property of ir, asto 
Wyour ſelves , he will noc love.you, nay, you will 
Jamic into anger againſt your ſelves, He can 
Whe angry; and be will be angry wich you, if _ 
ywoulove him not ; * Ton ſhall find him a ſevere RR 
Wifadre, 2hom you have refuſed as a mild and ſeverns, 
eerie Lord. And alittle of this anger is enough quem be- 
he your deſtruction ; for you ſhall. periſh from Pignum do- 
Þtr.way, if his Wrath be Lindled but a little , 4m ee 


x | cuſuſtis. 
roll periſh at the rebuke of his conntenance, +08 


F&. $0. 16. Periſhing (ſignifies eternal death yp, 4, Pe 
ad miſery, 1n oppoſition to eternal life and 30. 

r willſapine/s. Foh. 3. 15. and here it holds forth 

; Wks unro us, That thoſe who do not love and 

ey the Lord Jeſus © hriſt, do caſt themſelyes 

atofthe way of Life, Salvation and Happineſs, 

toaltate of Nearh, Deſtrution and Miſery, 


Which will certainly be their porcion, from the 
| wrath and diſpleaſure of him whom they 
uye provoked by their enmity and diſobedi- 

And ſhall not this awaken you? But 

another Scripcure. 

Prov. 8. 36. But he that ſinneth againſt me, 
weth his own ſoul , all they that hate me, 
death, Tris no wrong to the Text, to un- 

| and theſe words as ſpoken by Jeſus Chriſt, 
c; Wo baying declared his antient love to the Sons 
3s ſen, calls upon them co-hearkes unto him, and 
(s eceive his counſel; and having encouraged 
0 iFlem unto it, by telling them it would be their 
enaFnldome and happinels, that chey ſhould have 
aneand favour this way, v. 32+ 33. 34. 35. leſt 
oRiisſhould not p evail, be concludes by laying 

4 _ G 2 open 
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$4 


open tlie danger of ſuch as refuſe, in the warkfh 


forementioned: ' Where: you may note 


ting | 
more 


* (1;) That chey who refuſe the .counſe| | fon? / 


Chriſt, arefinners againſt him, and that inf 
higheſt degree, they are Chriit-baters, 
 (2.) Fhar'it js of -difmal conſequence to| 

| 12; inthe number of thoſe who love nor, but by 
eſt anime Chifift, ( ahd: mt ro love hins, #5 to hate h 
ſue. Pago. there is no medium betwixt them) the conk 
m FrPoP2t Cuence whereof is 
— (+.) That they wrong their ſouls. (1); 
n Vim ade ATE 3njurions to their ſonls ; (m) They ſpoil a 
dit anime rob their ſeals , (n) They cffer force and vielen 
ſue. Jan. to their fonts ; (0) They ravenonſl 'y devon thi 
cn fu ” fexls, as the words ire variouſly rendered 
a ian Interpreters, bur to the ſame purpoſe. (p) 
in Lexic, word —_ open injury and-vielence. Butt 
Pag. & in fjdes thts, 
ae (2. ) They tove death. ( q) Becauſe ( 
Fenifiat Afercer notes upon the place ) they fooliſplja 
aportam deſiraftion npen themſelves , whiles they neg ; 
injuricm, me, they ſeem to lnve death, becauſe they 1 
& V0 Jently ruſh upon their own rune. Now, bell 
(14. MCI. thardeſtrution is the portion of choſe whot 
putentes Enemies to Jeſus Chriſt, theſe two things a 
#biexitium obſervable from this place. 
accerſunt, (1,) That *tis ſelf-murder in all thoſe 
«1m 0 oye not the Lord Jeſus; it is felodeſe; 


n*El:gunt, 
moriem a- F 
mare vi- Telveslay violent hands on their own ſouls. 
deaturguie (2.) Thatiris wilful /c/f-razrder, Th 
in exit: wilfully ruſh upon their deſtruRion, and? 
(1910188 Vige : 
Kt, Merc 
10. 19C, 


' 


' with their jown death, and ambitious of - 


full Ch 


'S ; Cor. 1 


ſw Chri 
which js 
apiin(t ti 
fhis pr 
ely love 


Lf ome 


little t] 


y 
uſec 
Anathen 
52 Gree 
rated, d: 
whether 
three wo 
ach dia 
ir, ony / 
(rſtandi 
ts gene 
tt Apoſ! 
Rect tO 0 
which we 


Jour conf 
thir whij 
deſtrution is from themſely:s; rhey tiWlhme diff 


tes of t 


tation of 


bich & 


not be with-held fromit, as if they were nig,,,,.: 
"44M lowe 


e | gonards the Children of Men, $5 
wetkifing burnings, than which, what can tend 
© gore £0 aggravate their fin and condemna- 
Fu fon? And ſhall not this moye you? Well: I 
NUR gil (hut up this with chat ot the Apoſtle r Aueul. 
| ; Cor. 16. 22. If any man love not the Lord Pe Epiſt. 178. 
1 ſm Chr it, let him be Anathema Maranatha : (mh) pe 
| which is a denunciation of the heawic/f curſe Br - 
bs, 0 nlt that man or woman, who in the mid{ = = 
Fcfhis profeſſion doth not ſincerely and unteign- this place. 
elly love the Lord Jeſus. But this being a place pp 
-" ſome difficulty, it may not be amiſs to ſpend np 0 
; alirtle time in the opening of the words, and —_ o 
| pig you the ſenſe of them. (r) The words © i. Pa- 


uſed, which render the place difficult, are '*"* 
# We vanell, in 


Irathema Maranatha: the fo 

| , the former of which ,.. 

| pe __ word, and ſignifies accarſed, ſepa- <> 
ed, devoted to the Curſe. It's queſtioned © Druſins 


yhether (1) Maranatha be one, or and B , 
ſe ( lie words : but moſt agree that *tis Ros. fr ph as l 
W. þ dale&, and ſignifies the Lord own, | find chem 
J& on Lord cometh, Now for the better un- Sary by 
| &rltanding of the place, you muſt know eds - iy 
tis generally conceived by the learned. that firuRt. Hi- 
Jr Apoltlein theſe expreſſions had a ſpecial __ ſtor. The= 
| "s = the Jewiſh way of Excommunication _—_ wy 
Pach we are therefore neceſſarily to take into 5 m 
Ju conſideration, for the better -clearing of Godwin. 
| t which lyes before us. And here I find Jewiſh An- 
Fne difference abour the ſeyeral kinds and de- tiq-lib, 
 \ _ Jewiſh cenſures, and the enume- Light x 
I (t) Some make three kinds Critic. 
mc they reckon thus, Niddsi pn es, acr. in 
al twmatha, Niaaxi , which Was the firſt the word 
448 loweſt, and ſignifies ſeparation, was that - Wn 
G 3 whereby 


B6 The tranſcendency of Chriſt's Lowe 
= whereby the Offcnder was ſeparated from! 4be, 


commerce and ſociety with man or Woman, wil oth 
in the dif ance of four cubits, for the Space of by 1%, 
ty dayes. Cherem, which was the next, a ; ue 
ſignifies the fame with Anarthema, devotel wuws 
the Curſe , was that whereby the Offender wh Y 


| : mmer, 

the pablick, audience of the whole Church exd f ww 

ded from its Communicn, without any limita «gh 
"3 


of time, and with Curſes annexed ont of the l; 2p 
of Moſes, Shammatha, vitich was the | Fo boo 
and higheſt, and ſignifies (as ſome think) th Loftle 
z death, or rather (as others) the Lord c x Fee 
eth, was that whereby the excommunicated) ſer 4 
ſen ( baving beſides all other maledictions —_—_— 
of the Law, this clauſe ſuperadded, Owr ag 
cometh ) was left as defferate and quite for _— Fil 
( without all hope of pardon or refjicutin ng toe 
into the hanas of the Lord, to receive from! = 
1 Gordwin#! brat) doom at his coming. This (u)Sk with Ca 
jvid. p. mathais by ſome conjeured to be of En the moſ? 
x85, conſtitution, and that in the inflicting ol aha 
w Forbeſ. (w) his own Prophecy was uſed, inthe mt iy 
did. 3. Of the Apoſtle Fade, v. 14:15. Behold the! bs, » 
" cometh With ten thouſands of his Saizts, mu me, 
cute judgement upon all, and to convince alli 


at h1s cor, 
WE are ungodly among them of all their ungoaly at rr, N 
which they have ungodlily committed, ani indpeme 


their hard ſpeeches, which wngodly finnert 
x Forbeſ. fhoken againſt him. But Jacobus Capelts | 
ubi ſupr3-find him mentioned by a (x) learned man)! fulwhict 
> 14 demns this enumeration ; and though he uP* c. 
three kinds, yet he makes two of thoſelt 
mentioned to be but one, and adds ano 


reckoning them thus, The firſt was called 


od wwards the Children of Men, 87 


from the, whereby the party was ſout out from the 
n, wil (amp ſeven dayes, as Miriam Was, Numb. 12, Nag 
e of 14.15. The fecond N:iddai, as before. The —— 
"Xt, 0 third Cherem, or Shammatha, (tor he makes wy Pdf 
Un” etur dt- 
-vae}idem both one) wzs chat, whereby the Offender ſribui ex. 
or wall arvuen from all communion, and all humage communi. 
þ ex ammerce, and ſociety interdifted him, as one cut ” ab 
might, till he repented. (y) Others make bur rwo "5p" gal 
the 1$40ds, and reckon the third only the bigheſt de- "ano 
the | fe of the ſecond, thus : The firſt, Niddus, Grotius n 
\k ) oe ſecond, Cherem :, Now to this Cherem, the 1c & in 
Apoſtles Anathera here doth correſpond, and —ar on +2. 
ofthis there were two degrees, The {angle ang inks Ser. 
| 'S MON. page 
kſer Anathema, which is the ſame with Che- 3. 4. 


wm; and the greater, the cxtream, the come % / 
00 dAumuae 


cut) | I tre 
12utid according to the Jews, or ſaranttha, accord- —__— 


mig tothe Apoſtles phraſe, added ro ir. This qua in 
1) Sh oroting calls Graviſſimum Cherem ; and Beza, manus ti 
{ith Calvin, take 1t to be the form, by which #74 ##am 
18 of the moſt grievous and extream Excommuniea- — - 
- vo was performed, the ſenſe and ſignification Re 
Ka mhereof Was, (x) That he who Was condemned Vide ctiam 
,, 1.1%, 945 given up into the hands of the Lord >clarterum 
nip thont hope of pardon ,, and (a) That the Lord 3.0: 
Iyth 4Y _— Would certainly deſtroy ſuch a ſin- : mn Lan 
ond tr, Now the Apoſtle being to denounce powirk in 
1-y,(4gemenr againſt choſe who love not the Lord advent» 
uy (Ws, makes choice of this way and form to ex-/0 certo 
Je himſelf by,as the moſt grievous and dread-* —eppermmay 
n fulwhich he could find out : the meaning where- dag 
4 Of is this, Let ſuch a one as loves not the Lord te- <neniia'Y 
1000 ſus, not be barely accnrſed, but accurſed as the in verbo 
4 .N Jews curſe the moſt obFtinate Offenders in their MaraBae; 


G 4 greateſt _ 


ord ( 
ated) 
10Ns ( 
Wur 


 forl puended Anathema , which had Shammatha 


an) 
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b Non ſit preatefF Excommunication, that is, as (b) jg ſed, 
e wins Vlme interprets it, Let hin: have nobenefyl 1 he 
ovens "bis firſt coming, which is paſt ; and let his ſa #0abt 8 
jam com- Coming, which us to come, be to his dammnatia Earth I 
pletus eff, Or, {(c) as another, Ler hims be accurſed, of (MMer 
& fic ad that in the moſt deFperate manner, expefting topether 
——_ vengeance from the Lord, When he cometh w genth V\ 
ſecundus, his holy millions to execute judgement upon d and fect 
ui adbuc and to convince all that are angodly, as its, þ his heag 
ficw. eſt. 14. 15. $0 thatas ever you would eſcapetif #7, 0: 


"_ in Curſe, and obtain the Bleſſing , 42S ever v ſamms 1 
OC. | 


< Pings Would have the appearing of Chriſt ar the lf The 0 
Ser. p. 5, day, to be to your ſalvation, and not to yy phit of | 
moſt fearful and intolerable condemnation; | #miav/e 
will concern you to look that you be found fland #; 
the rumber of thofe who love him in thy # £47 /; 
—_ ' | andthe 


rogether 


_ levely a 
7 * here b1 

The thrid : te 
Reaſon. SR. 3, him : | 


ba bilitati 
Chriſt 
kralizefs, { 3.) Onſider how well he deſerves ya men ſp 


bed by the count. iS10 W 


C— (1.) Upon the account of his great /ovelin| T7 
"Wi 8 (d) If you will not credit this without teſtimor b j; 
of Com- you have it both from Heaven and Lat j ou 
munion From Heaven God the Father, from the exe ſea 
26 lent Glory, by a voice ' declared concert 9 
By. 2 him, 2 Pee. 1. 17. This t my beloved Sn, « 7 
e Morn, Thom I am well pleaſed, (e) He knew of wh ly 

Exerciſe, he ſpake, for he was his Son ; and he dotha Heb © 
Part2. fay he ws pleaſed with him only, but wh - **: 
2-4 nn _ pleaſs} Criſt | 
A | Tabs 


' 10wards the Children of Mey, $9. 


M phaſed, that is _— and ſatisfied, And 

{ us be worthy of love, and can you 
uf doubt whether he bath deſerveg yours? From 
«Hf Earth you have his Churches charaQer and 

all. commend ation of him, Caxt, 3.16. Hex a> 046 
mr bf toperher lovely, (f) She had deen from the c Color, ce 
if {enth Verſe deſcribing him in all his lincaments, pur, come, 

and fecting forth the perfeRtions of every part, rig _ 
bis head, hair, ees, cheeks, lips, hands, belly, = . — 
tegy, countenance and mouth , andin the cloze, ter, erura, 
o famms up all in this ſhore, bur full Encomium, pes.guttur, 
4 That he 55 altogether lovely, (8) All, every y hec 
i whit of him, 5; aefires, much to be aefired, Wholty _— 
{| amiable. Ag if ſhe had faid » Why fbould 7 tur in hw 
j ford upon particulars ? whatever 1 have ſaid, fpong,ch. 

y #049 [ay of hing, 5 infinitely ſhort of hzs worth, quaſe n 
ad therefore 1le ſout up all in this, that he is al. PU; rn "2 
together lg vely. all over, from te P totoe amiable adn 
——þ #vely and deletable And indeed fo he is. 

there be any thin wnlovely in him, do nt [ 

him :; bur hams ' 
litatis, heis maxim ailigibilss, as the School- _ ay 
ya Pen ſpeak; Hes mode t be beloved, becauſe he ,,; 2 oats 


ws in loc,” 
at inter Ber- 


ep 
-(1.) Is it Beaxty ? He is white and rudady, _—_ 
the chiefeſf (the Standard-bearer = 
thouſand, Cant. J- 10. Fairer than the Chil. dere 7/08 


ny 2 of Men, Pal. 45 2. (h) 1... bainous 14s. Jun. 
i a deteſtable thing ; 


= 2 | tudinem © 
Ss fuiſſe ertman, & ommmoaam, dubitaye nefas if, Rivet, is 
$ 45+ Pag, 214, Fol, (2. ) Is 


99 


oy $£401&, 
by 


and Jya- 


The tranſcendency of Chriſt's Long 

2.) Isit Riches ? He is proprietor and p 
leſlor of #»ſearchable riches, according tot 
Apoſtle, Epheſ. 3.8. Heis appointed Heir of 
22ings, Heb. 1. 2. 

(3.) Is it Honour ? od hath highly exalt 
him, and given him a name above every nan, 
Phil. 2. 9. higher than the Kings of the Earj, 
Plal. 89. 27. King of Kings,and Lord of Lor, 
1s the Name written on his Thigh and Veſtug 
Rev. 19.16. The Lord of Glory, ashe is calle 
in 1Cor. 2.8. The King of Glory, as Dani 
ſtyles him P/al. 24. 7. that is, a moſt glorim 
Lora, and King, by an uſual Hebraiſme. 

(4.) Is it Power and Authority ? All pon 
(that is * authority) given to him in Heawn 
and Earth, Mat. 28. 18. he hath a poly, 


=_ _ "S whereby he ts able to ſubdue all things to himſel| 
him, as Phil. \W. 5 
choſe pla" (5) Is it great F:i/dome and Underſtank 
km mad ing ? In him are hid all the treaſures of Wiſdom 
"and Knowledge, Col. 2.3. He bath not a little 
Wiſdome, but treaſures of Wiſdome ; all the 
treaſures of Wiſdome. 

(6.) Is it Goodneſs of diſpoſition ? He mayke 
better than Titxs VeÞatian called Delicie yt 
neris humani, The delight and darling of mas 

A kind. How earneſtly doth he invite and beſeed 
poor ſinners to come in to him that they ma 
be ſaved! 7/a. 55. 1. &c. Mat. 11.28, 2 Cn. 

77ide 1a. 3+ 20. How patiently doth he wait for ther 
| fons Ser- Acceptance of his offers of grace ? Rev. 3.10. 
| mon of even till his head be filled with dew, and bis lth 
CThriſts with the drops of the night, Cant. 5.2. How 
AY readily doth he embrace, and heartily welcome 


thok 


& 
thoſe wt 
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hereſen 
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#Ve 
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of, 


xalts 
Pam, 


"N gracious diſpoſition he is of. 


towards the Children of Men. 


thoſe who come into him, though they have 
heen Prodigals, and ſtood out long againſt his 
entreaties! Lake 15. 20, &c, How ſadly doth 
hercſent the delayes and denyals of obſtinate 
fiomers | with ſorrow in his heart, Mark 3.5. 
with tears in his eyes, Lake 19,41. andlamen- 
uble complaints in his mouth, Verſe 42. Altar. 
23.37. 7ohn 5.40. all which ſhews what _ FS 
(7.) 1sit Sweetneſs of Converſation ? That rr 
which was {51d of Sax/and Fonathan, 2 Sam. 1, in omni us 
23. They were lovely in their lives, is much fidelibus, 
more true of Chriſt. His life was purer than the _P Is 
Sun-beams, as C hryſoſtome ſpeaks ; his life was chriſt _ 
afair Copy without any blot , hu lips never (pake pulatis. 

a Word amiſſe, Pla. 45. Luke 4. 22, John 7. Dav. in 
46. his feet never aid tread one ſtep awry , he C9. P- 
went about doing good, Aﬀts 10. 38. his whole = ſons 
life wasa pattern of good works. —eR 


(8.) Is it V/efulneſs to others ? Herein he is on the 


JaCtTy 
ful that are ears, 


vers a Paradiſe, . a Tree of Life, a Jewel, 4 — r 
Crown,&c. yea (1) Altin all as Macarins ſpeaks. (mibi ) 4 
Even Chriſt crucified, ( though to the blind ro, 

| : world 


it 


KA 


92 The tranſcendeucy of C hrifts Love : 
world the greateſt nn block , and [1 Gives. 1 
of offence ) yer to them who have their ſenly apiablent 
rightly exerciſed to diſcern him, is moſt am;gy, | #45 #* 
When he is to the Fews a ftumbling-block wi) afte 
tothe Greeks fooliſhneſs, even then to then wh; | 111i 
are called, both Jews end Greeks, it is Chrif ty | Wnſel, * 
Power of Goa, and the Wiſdome of God, 1 Cy | #199. 
1.23. 24. which made the Apoltle reſolve | * {ufficic 
know, and to glory in nothing but Chriſt cru ** lov 
fied ; phe Croſs of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2, 2. 2nd ich deſet 
Gal.6. 1 Fi he more bloody he as for as, th hf and Y 
more lovely ſh3uld he be tous ; becauſe thereinh Wome's 114 

m S'95s fhewed moſt love tows. "(m) By how much th phims, 37 


Po more he was abaſed for us, this makes him tht to 
_ 'Þ* wore lovely, that out of love he would abaſe hin wagh for 1 


ſelf fo low. When greatneſs and gooaxeſs met that he mt 
rogerher, how goodly is it | And likewiſe, j|®*the ba 
Cauſe from hence ariſeth our greateſt benefit an ſelf 

advantage. Chriſts Croſs is our Crown, hig|#9 {ve 
Paſſiowthe ground of our hope and expeftatin, | & © 
lis ame! our glory, his pain our eaſe, his curl bm, to by 
our bleſſing, his ſ#ripes our healing, his confine 0 ponre. 
ment Our liberty, his condemnation our Juſtifict ny Fr iſe 
tion, his ſuffering our rezoning, his death our] Tecom 
n Crus tife : for his Croſs was the atonement of Divin td, (fay 
Chriſti ez Wrath, the condemnation of ſin, (n) the openi "ae ot 
clavis Pa- of Heaven, which was ſhut againſt us, W has ofe 
or Da-chen ; lay theſe things together, aud if ita - alr 
OY pear that Jeſus Chriſt is thus lovely, there isn0} of Ch 
_ queſtion but he deſerves to be /oved by you, ng and 
eſpecially if you take in the other conſide | confi 


, nd 0d Jud: 3 
10a which he deſerves your love a Pt 
et 

(2.) Upon the account of his /ave toyar{ beats 


felys, 


we towards the Children of Men. 93 
[ kives. It's true, (0) that C hriſts goodneſs and 0 Tam bo- 

ſenſs aniableneſs #5 ſuch, as that it deſerves onr love, 9 ft, & 
vidl, tangh he bad never loved #s, nor done good tous ; pulcher in 

» ai #feer he hath loved us, (p) we ought 19 lice wed ©. He 
” by ne him more be Cauſe he 5 good and amiable in aſſet nos, 

iP th limſelf, than becauſe he loveth us, and is benefi- nec/bence 

Cor | dro. Burrhough the lovelineſs of Chriſt /*/<t,nrc 


Ihe ſufficient to deſer feciſſet, a- 
ve ve our loye, and we can manazus (- 


rug. (0et love him at fo high a rate as his amiable- /:; 

. and tek defer ves, (for , (q) as ONC layes, If every OP Aln© 

f, th uf and Sfire of graſs, nay all the ſtars, ſand, Paores, 

ein | names in the world Were ſo many ſouls and Sera. *t«ftox 

þ th thims, whoſe love ſhould double in them every ona 

» th | ment to eternity, yet conld not their love be e= tres, imo 

bins | "926 for the lovelineſs of our Gd.) yet Chriſt; ttiamf a= 
lar he may not fail of catching our ſove, caſts 4ſt nor, 

\ bþ arthe bait of his own love, to allure ours to of 2” 1 

} ar}[nſelf, He beginneth and loveth, * that we ft _ 

by #9 {ove him again, 1 John 4.19. (r) As Adorar. in 

tion, Warer 2: caſt mo a Pump, when the ſprengs te Spir, & 

of in, to bring up more water,” ſoChriſt hath ſhed, Vp: 

fg | 184 powred out bis love upon ms, that ony love -. 

foe | Hit riſe wp to bim again by way of gratitade 998 <p 

recompence. - God loves, thut, he may be.la* in ſe D xs, i 

vi nd, (fayes (D Auſtin) and when he loves, hel p'us debe. 

win | Pres nothing but to be loved again, knowing. 9 ama- 

(dA theſe who love him, ar happ) in that love. \*; 160" 
Ihave atread . | | * quia nos 

"of yt aay made out the exceeding Breate. mat, + ts 

no |*6of Chrifts love towards us, in the underta- bencfacir.. 
ling and accompliſhing of our Redemption, 14cm. p. 


& | conſideration whereof cannot, without 375: 


cabins 
nd 0 Jude g+ Part t. p. 152. r Mynton on Jude. p. to. —_ 


«ib amen nm, amat, n:hil aliud vu't quam amati, [ciens, amo» 
w 1 79905, 94 [C ammeriint, Aug. Man, (mib)) p. 236, 


(+8 
; Mon. 


AM 


93 


t Ambroſe 
Looking 
unto Je- 


ſus, p.658. 


The tranſcendency of Chrifts Love | | tos 
monſtrous ingratitude, but engage us to low]  (4.) C 
him again. | {{firus, an 

(1.) Canyou think of Chriſts Undertaking|gos of /c 

for us, and not love him? That he, not liy|yjthey v 
Zexah would be caſt into the Sea to allay a ftomſ(yrovs w; 
raiſed for his own ſake, bur, when our fins huſ1/ame g7 
raiſed a ſtorm of Divine wrath; would be; tus hut) 
in to allay it. When he ſaw the miſery of Maxfrtion wa 
kind, he ſaid, Let it come on me. flow Car, 
\ (2.) Can you think of his Incarnation ate Malef: 
not loye him ? That he ſhould divelt himfelfdf(tains, 
his Robes of Glory, and condeſcend to take (5.) C: 
upon him the Rag of our fleſh , Thar he, whzſhrus very 

-was God, and Lord of: ||, ſhould humble hingtehad unc 
ſelf, and empty himſelf, and make himſelf of whim, he 
reputation, and be made in the likeneſs of maxluke 12. « 
yea take upon him the form of a ſervant, PlilÞebuke Pe; 
2.0.7. Id the D 

(3.) Canyou think of his Paſſion and naſe behiz, 
love him ? Indeed his Incarnation was a Paſſvith Mar. 
on, and his whole life a continued ſuffering:Þnavel of -/ 
but [mean that which is emphatically ſo called;ſflration, 
that which he ſuffered at, or immediately bewe 4gor 
fore his death, which who can think of, and nitÞme Care 
be all in a flame of love > (t) That the JurPiur poor (« 
of all the World ſhould be accuſed, judged an (6.) C: 

condemned; That the eternal Son of God ſhlifdnot loy 
be found ſtruggling with his Fathers wratlufferin 

That he who had ſaid, T and my Father area, as the \ 

fhonld ſweat drops of blood in his Agony, andaÞ"ge and 0 
out, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſatg@ſk of jr. 
me ? as he did ws the Croſs; That the Lardil (7.) Ca 
Life ſheuld with unconceivable pains breathwtoconſt 
hu ſoul, cn1 dye on the T ree of ſhame - wy © Made hj 

4. 


f towards the Children of Men, 
loud - (4) Can you think that all this ſhould be 

Jfirus, and not love him ? That when he was 4 
king] (or of ſorrows, and acquainted With grief, 
lie] (_bey Were our griefs which he bore, an 


tom[rons which he carried, 11a. 53.3, 4. The ve-" Jude, 
s bal ſame griefs that we ſhould have ſuffered, ſo far P* 109. 


e calls bis holy perſon was capable of them ; his de- 
Mar frtion was equivalent to or loſs, his Agonies to 
ur Carſe, and puniſhment of ſeuſe. We were 
n andjje Malefactors, and the Kings Son choſe our 
elf d{(hains, and ſuffered in our ſtead. , 
take} (5.) Can you think that he ſuffered all this 
wiogor vs very willingly, and not love him 2 When 
bin-tehad undertaken to be baptized with this bap- 
of mItiſm, he was ſtraightned till it was accompliſped, 
max{lake 12. 50, He did with the like indignation 
Philpebuke Perer diſſwading from his Croſs, as he 
Id the Devil tempting him to Idolatry : Ger 
« noÞee behind me Satan, Mat. 16. 23. compared 
Paſſ4pich Mar. 4. 10. He was ſatisfied with aff the 
ring:Þrevel of his ſoul, as it was the means of our 
lled;Fklration, 7/a. 53. 11. as if he had faid, wel- 
y be-jeme Agonies, welcome ſtripes and wounds, wel- 
1d nitfceme Curſe, Welcome Croſs, welcome Death, ſo 
7 wageFiut poor ſouls be ſaved. 
4 all (6.) Can you think of his love in all this, 
ſupa not love him ? his infinite love, far beyond 
ra; lufferings, and the outward expreſſions of 
remit, as the Windows of the Temple were more 
»d "ge and open within than without ? Can you 
yſakeOank of jr and not love him ? 
44] (7.) Can you think that all this was intend- 
hwpoconſtrain your loye, and not love him? 
7 $ made himſelt ſo vile, that he mighe be the 


more. 


94 
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-- 


AC eliati filtl 


96 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Love | +10 
woOduri, more dear, and preciousunto us, every oneahl, 1mat 
& inds/2- his wounds isa Mouth open to plead for yucirif, + 
1,00” love, Cunely if love brought Chriſt ffi, ador 
adam, Heavento Earch, to the Croſs, to the Grapf|a of An 
qu35n02 it ſhould carry our hearts to himin HeaengÞpuch - be 
emolli gain, with der and fervent love, (w) 4ll{eb him 
iron be- oh hard, and extreamly hardened Sons of Adufybom th: 
ways whom ſo great bounty, ſo great a flame andlygwih h1s | 
ma, tam Of love doth not mollifie, ana melt ints love agaaſſecaule \ 
ing ns a- (X) All equity diftates, that he who ts belnelffhs influ 
dn 2m0- ſhould love him again by Whom he is beloved, af(h) 0 fir 
+25: V'N- ſhall Chriſt only have love udjultly deraindſeing»4/ 


Serm in 


Pcnc. (-7- from him, afcer he bath loved us > (y) Lower coo! 
bi) p. 45» the Loadſtone of love , and were it not a ſhangwed by t- 
x Omnis c- ful thing, that Chriſts love ſhould loſe its gnrs thee 
2144s 1- tractive power upon us, on whom it is miſptich he | 

laid out? It is not firſt love that is requiredhe wit! 


Czn3 ©. 484 goadin your ſides ro quicken your iminſ# /elf, 
_ *r- on, What ſhould this, but make us calluytns haſt, 
» Mans our ſouls to the love of him who hath chus|or "I 


amaris Us, as Auſtin did? (a) O my ſoul, fampt Wy; 5. 
amor, | 

z Nimis durus et animus, qu: amorem, {i nol:bat impendert, Rn 
rependere, Aup. dec Carech. rud, cap, 4. a O anima mcaz in ks 
Det imagine, redemp:a Chriſti ſanguine, deſponſata fide, dotata| jer offeftu 
ornata virtutibus, deputata enum Angelis ! Dilige lum, a quote; ſed 
diletfa es, intende ili, qui wntendit tib's quere querentem tt, Trah? me, 7 
am tore tit, a quo amorgs , Oujus amore preventa 5, 4m 0 


” et nm, tum 
30/15 i, Atl. Man (mi!) p, 249% en. Hum 


1199 Fol, 


kd 


ove | © towards the Children of Men, p 
Y Onenfftle [mage of God, redeemed with the blood of bo 7 
or Cirift, espouſed by faith, endewed with the [þi- qui fampt 
Iſt frawffrit, adorned with graces, committed to the t wits Eres _- 
Gr a of Angels ! Love him by Whom thoa art - 1.427T4am 
1vendpech beloved, mind him who mindeth th : a; wi 
) Alek him that ſecketh thee ;, love thy L ps _ y | 
Adufphom thou art loved, wh 7 Anu 4<4 = » 
hom ed, who hath prevented thee (7p*r fer- ; 
4nd! with h1s love, and t the canſe of thy love. Bur ves, &r 
 araſxcauſe we cannot ſo much as love him a 
belrlfflis influence, let us g0 0 him as he d wi peſeis, ate 
dC WCbr, whichalng haracf, 2nd ar mon ccrader 
ecainitrinenided ! ! , ana art never accendor tf 
ng ! O love, which art alway hot, and "5 © 10 
Linouer cooleſt, kindle me ; let me be wholly enfles ut rotzes 
ſhin 4 by thee, that I may Wholly love thee : for '# atltgam te 
© lts agſeves thee too little, who lowes any thing a thee + = pag 
1s m4 Piich he arth not love for thee, Lord, let me Irve, 9mat, qu 
uiredSheey with thine belp I will love thee becauſe thay 551m alt 
vebu F frſt loved me, Let Auſt Secs pts de this quad amat, 
- Pomgmatter, who thus breaths after a loving Savi- or rho 
1d lpur, (c) Surely; 0 Lord, becauſe thou ha't made pour ALL 
py lngwe, 1 owe my whole ſelf to thy love - becauſe thaw £49 te, | 
all Chrouſt redeemed me, I owe thee my whole ſelf, be- Domune, - 
In nl #6 pork, / ave chrag whole 1yprior 
Welt; yea, 1 owe to th +— Fra ? 
[mitd welt as thoy art = hone wingana more than lexiffi me. 
me, for whom Aug. S0- 


all ppigtius haſt given thy ſelf, und to whows thou promi- Ul, Þ. 164. 

N Dom! ; ft; ; yr yrs 

pt bo vu , po fe _—_ acheg amort tuo m:thſum totum ;; awis me Yes 
mf, dobeo metpſum totum ; quia tant um promittis, debeo metpſum ; 


SIL 


* i 07 / T7 ; , 
inſt » Þ.0 quo dediſti teipſium, & cut promittis teip/um. Fac (p eco: ) 


; 
} Domtne / 
aſh » me guſtare per amorem quod guſto per GN ſentiam 
F 
e 


gg (4K 
fe, 


ar tu , : mihi þ reg 
ly9 Fol, ape 7. (9:91) p. 369.46. "3h opera, Bok OmihiYp. 
. 


kd 


" The tranſcendency of Chrifts Lone 


ſet thy ſelf. Canſe me, O Lord, 1 beſeechtly, 
ro taſte that by love, which 1 taſte by knowledge; 
let me feel by affc tion, that which 1 feel by win 

| Sanding, 1 owe thee more than my whole [if 
but 1 neither have more, 10" can l give thee th 
Wholly of my ſelf. Lord draw me, and that w 
znto thy love. All that I am 1s thine, by conditin 
make me all thine by love and affettion, Thy 
he. — And now lay theſe things together, i 
lovelineſsin himſelf, his love towards you, ſure. 
ly it will ſtrongly conclude that he deſerves yon 
love, which ſhould be a ſtrong incentive toyu 
to love him. Give me leave to add one motir 

. more, and I have done, 


_ 


—_—_— 


y Sec, 4. 


Thefourth (7. AY true believers, who have aft 


Kexi6d. ving knowledge of Chriſt, and ts 

Ap perienced his tove towards themſelves, do, a 
cannor but loye him. The Church teſtifies ti 

ſaying to himin her conference with him, Ca 

I. 3, 4. The Uirgins love thee, The Upright In 

d Ainſ- thee, The Virgins, that is, (d) thoſe. civſn 
worth 0 called, and faithful ones, who With chaſte « 
vac place. pure minds (erve the Lord only, and worſpiy 
mm ſpirit and trath, and ſtand with Chrif 

HMount Sion, whom you find deſcribed, I 

t4. 3, 4. Theſe love the Lord for the odour of 

good ointments, which they pereeive by hu Wl 


ana'Spirit ;, thy love him breanſe he firſt - | 


f 
them, a) 
h the H 
id of tf 
they rem 
ſignifies 


bob nhes SW 


Saints h, 
but they 
ſmiftneſ' 
love of C 
the ſoul, 
The Up! 
hearts, f 
om the re 
feed b 
Aſcenſs 
from the 
confir me 
more. 
grto it, 
new 14 
Thar thi 
from th 
8nothi 
Marr, 
boly lo! 
Metaph 
ion ar 
Church 
nor did 
we ſay) 
di 
veth, C: 


of by ls 


towards the Children of Men. 


them, and hath ſhed abroad his love in their hearts 
þy the Hol) Ghoſt, which is given to them. Ir is 
hid ofthe Iſraelites, Namb. 33. 29. (ec) That 
they removed their Tent from Mithcab, which 
ſignifres Sweetneſs, ro Haſemonah, which ſig- 
nes Swittneſs, to teach us (faith ore) that the 
Samts have no ſooner taſted of Chriſts ſweetneſs, 
but they are carried after him with increaible 
ſwiftneſs : Tor (as (f) Arſiin obſerves) The ares 
live of God doth breed and bring forth the love of , noe] 
the ſoul, and makes it tobe intent mpon himſelf. , 06d as 
The Upright, that Is, (s) thoſe who have upright 0473 1TRte 
hearts, and righteous converſations : Theſe, wp- Are (bi 
mthe remembrance of the love of Chrilt, mani- _ Bl:Bo 
feted by his Sufferings, Death, Reſurreftion, —_ P- 
Aſcenſio, and the graces ayd benefits flowing g Ainſ.. 
from them to his Church, do luve him, that is, are worth. 
cnfirmed and encreaſed inlwwe to him more and 

more, (h) As fire ts encreaſed by adding of fuel ",R0*0- 

. . . tham on 

xrtoit, ſo ts our leve toChrift, upcn freſh and "raigart 
ww manifeſtations of his great love towards us. g,, F 
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e Trah on 
the place, 


That the Church her ſelf did love Chriſt, is clear . POSSE 
from the whole Book of Carticles, (i) which ©,-.7. 


x1 8nothingelſe, but a Divine Epithalamizrm, Or loyelinels, 


Mearriage-Song, in which are all the ſtrains of p. 435. 
bbly love ſet forth in the pureſt Allegories and 
Metaphors, ſuch as do repreſent that dear affe- 

Qion and union which is betwixt Chriſt and his 

Charch, She calls bim her Beloved, Cap. 2. 3. k $em:s 
nrdid ſhe love him from the teeth outward, (as Scholaft. 


| welay) bur with a love fetch'd as deep as the pract. Dir 


vitu Part 


bottome of her heart : O thox whom my ſoul lo- 1. on Col 
beth, ſayes ſhe, Cap.1.7. (k) The remembrazce \' 1g, , 


Y "hi love to her, had ſuch an impreſſion upent her 221. 
H 


4A heart; 


I'vo 


| Stbs 

Bowels 
opcn d. 
P- 3ZO5s 


The tranſcendency of C brifs Lowe 


heart, as to make her ſick of love, Cant, 2, 
(U 4 fickpeſs not unto death, bat unto life; , 
þckneſs that never enas, but in comfort and [atil. 


fattion, It wrouzht in her a love of a moſt Power 
ful and unsenquerable influence, a love as 
as death, Cant. 8. 6. a love as forcible anding 
fiſrible as death, trampling zpon, and breakin 
through all difficulties, that occurre 1n perfory, 
ance of duties unto, or undergoing of ſufferingsſy 
Chriſt. A live inflamed into jealouſue, autthi 
jealorfic as cruel, or hard as the Graz, as it then 
follows, that 1, as itexorable nato all the tn: 
mies of Chriſt, unto her moſt profitable and ples 
ſant ſins, her darling and moſt indulged luſh, 
A love of the ſame nature with fire : the coal 
thereof are coals of fire, which hath a meſt uthe 
ment flame. ibid. For 

(1.) As Fire the hotteſt of Elements, obs 
love of Chriſt was more ſolidly intenſe, than hr 
love of any creature whatſcever. She Was, ait 
Were all of a fire with the love of him. 

(2.) As the metion of fire 1s upwards, toward 
Heaven, ſothe Churches love of Chriſt was #4 
fiery Chariot, whereby ſhe was carried up ith 
Heaven, 

(3.) As fire burns all things combuſtible, | 
her love of Chriſt conſumed all her corruption; 
and whereas elementary fire may be quenchth, 
the live of Chriſt is a caleſtial flame : Ma 
FV ater s Cannot quench it, neither can the Flow 
aroWn it, v. 7, It could not be ext imgniſhed 07 
abated by the calamities which ſhe underwent ff 
bis ſake; Andin the laſt place, It was ſo fincen 
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and incorrnpt,as that it could net be bribed by aj 
; | preaſurt 


love, 
fv7y, | 


* 3 rowards the Childrew of Men. 1OT 


traſure. --1f a main would give all the ſubſtance * Job. 21: 
if hug boyſe for love, it wonld be contemned. The _— 

Apoſtle Peter could appeal ro Chriſt himſelf in OO 
poltle ppeal to im A 
thecaſe, when he demanded of him the chird em, quem 

time, * Simon Peter loweſt thow me ? Lora, thou de facie 
buweſt att things, thou knoweſt that 1 love thee, 99 nove- 
The ſame Apoltle wirneſſeth concerning Belie. ;_*, 2 
vers, to whom he wrote, that they did /ove rhe jo = 
Lord Feſms, 1 Per. 1. 8. yea, though they had oa wy. 
wver ſeen him. ( m) [It is much tol ove one whom atioſa, at 
we rever ſaw ; and yet theſe loved Chriſt, yvhom f7:g4 x9- 
they never ſaw, from what they had heard of *'*2» /e4 
tim by the preaching of the Apoſtles, and from ex. 1- -ongy 
what they knew, and taſted of him by faith, _ -u 
Faith tis not ( as (n) Gerhard notes on that Chrifti. ui 
Place) a waked, idle, cold knowledge, but inflames ve it 

the heart with the love of Chriſt 3 they who truly _ 
believe in Chriſt, do alſo love him. That Wo- COS 
man who is xoT'e£foxyv, called a /irmer, Lnke 7. etiam dilic 
37. whatever her name was, (for it was not gu#.Gerh, 
Mary Magdalen, though The be ſo called inthe i» Ferr. 
Contents of that Chapter in our Bibles, as a *' _o 
learned (0) French-man obſerves) She (I fay) ,n-p.i2e 
taying experienced the great love of Chriſt, in 56; bhoteth, 
forgiving her many fins, did love him again p. tr. &c. 
yea, be loved much, v. 47 (p) Ignatius, who Iz 
ay Chriſt in the fleſh, being about twelve po , 
yars'old when he was Crucified, thus wrote to 3, + 1y- 


the Romans, Believe me that I love Feſus , 751 qns- 


who gave himſelf for me , and a little before, in 'gnar- 


the ſame Epi | Ig ok 
e Epiſtle, he writes, (q) Ay Love ts Rom.p.89: 


erxcified, making Chriſt the only object of his ; 5. 


loje, They were the dying words of (r) Luther, {pus ezi- 


tory, ibid, p. 88, r Mctcb, Adam. Vit. Ger, Thcols p. 154+ 
H 3 | ol 


42 1 . Wards I bleſs thee, heavenly Father, that thou haſt w 
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Sermons 8. qealed Jeſus Chriſt unto me, whons. ] bave bel 
- S; Rey Ba, whom have profeſſed, Whom I have lowl 
p.64 Miniſter, bangin a deep mule, after ſome! 
* 1-5 Po. Courſe that had paſſed of Chriſt, and rears trid- 
"0 : pra ling abundantly from his eyes before he waz 
vp, on ware, being urged for the cauſe thereof, con 
inmc1'0 feſſed ingenuoulily, [* was becauſe he could ut 
qu ft 3- draw his dall heart to prize Chriſt aright, mrv 
_ ; love him enough. Andit was a bigh expreſlin (2.) 
ping "of devour Herbert 1n his Poems, of 
ne, quia | ars Ul! 
fo princi- % 4þ '-my dear God ! thongh I am clean forgot Jeſus. 
plo |? ©%- Let me nat love thee, i f 1 love thee not. 
Woſcit amoe ©: 
tum, Bbine * . IE , X 
Foift.107. | Noris thisto be _—_— at : for ns wo _ 
w Hall. trains them, and tru y ( v0) he loves eſe " I 
None bur Who was loved withont aeſert , he MAY Wen wt | 
Chriſt, p. without end, Who knows him elf to have been bile { L) 
5 ds, dut- vtd without beginuitlg, as the —_— wy | 
Gſftme Fe- (w) Indeed onr cold love of Chriſt would be almiliÞ er 0f 


ſi, transft- og great a Wonder 4s his great love to 145, AN ſing e 
ye __ '" might make us juſtly fear that we never ſavimIll with ; 
T1710 Ulile : - 

| ity ; 
ace amnrys mew him. ET . 
ui. medut. | hope by this time you are ſufficiently co the Mia 
las an'me yinced of the reaſonableneſs of knowing Chri It1S &y 
”, 2... loastolovehim, which methinks ſhould mallf yarigy 
7 _ every one of you breath after Chriſt = by words 
anoueat, : . | 
ay q«þ- love, in the [anguage of the Seraphical Doctor} them, 


«t, & ſolo (x) ppell,, (vveeteſt feſus, ſtrike through the | 


defderio moſt parts of my ſoul with the moſt wholeſoml of the 
Fu0 Op * wound of thy love, that it may truly burn, Peace, 
Al, Dcona- 1 


ven. Soli- 92 ick.of love ,, and melt and faint with apt 
lo, cap. 2» 


4 


Out towards the Children of Men, I03 


haf mi thet only. Thus much by way of motive to 
ve peli-f | perfvade your love. 


1e low 

Suffu | 

oy A CR ER WY VEE 

Ff, cOn- 

la m CHAP. VII. 

s Porh 

reſting /,) \ X 7 Ould you havea Guide for your pjre&ion 
love ? I ſhall in ſome few particu. how Jeſus 

ars dire& you how you ſhould love the Lord Go is 

oge, Jeſus. - "4 [9- 

ve £00. 

rod SeR.'n, 

ell lo 


en bek (1, Ro that your love be ſuch for quali- The firft 
(peak ty, asthe Apoſtle makes the chara- _ 
 almfÞ &er of true love to Chriſt, which hath the bleſ- nr 2 
vs, iv} ſing entailed upon it, Epheſ. 6. 24. Grace be the quali 
with all them that love the Lord Feſus in ſince- ty of, its 
ry; ſoit is inthe Text of our Bibles, and in grounded 
; the Margin, With incorraption. In the Greek =q "? ſe 
it]s &} &PIx2oio, which becauſe it hath been v Optat its 
x variouſly interpreted , I ſhall firſt open the corruptiti- 
words, and then deduce what I intend from /itatem, id 
q them. (y) Pi/cator takes this as a diſtin@ bleſ- \.— ron 


ſing, which the Apoſtle prayes for on the behalf ,, ,.,,;; 
of theſe Epheſians. He had before prayed for g1yjam in 


1, a Peace, Love, with Faith and Grace 'and here vit4i ete/- 
ire 9] {layes be) he wifherh for them incorreptibility, **: Piſc, 
thee H 4 that in loc, 


LA ANTES 
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z Adim- that us, immortality, and heavenly glory inth 
mortalta- 1;fo eternal. (2) Beza renders it Ad immm: 
litatem, Or Cum immortalitate, To, or within 


tem, wel 
cum im mma | 
mortalita- mortality, and reters it to Grace 1n the begs 


te, vitd vi. ping of the Verſe,as if the meaning were,Gr 
deltcet &- be with them that love the Lord Feſus, untvin 
tein, Or 


mats view mortality, that is, eternal life, which is the ent 
gratie qua FEA grace, Which he begs for Believers. Toth 
p:0 fideli. ſenſe is the Syriack Verſion by Temelliu 
bus picet» (a) Grace which ts not corrupted. And (b)Ljut 
tur, BeZ. note agrees hereunto, who ſayes the Apoll 
a Grariz Nerepraycs, That they may ſo abide in grace, a 
ate non #ot tofall from.it, but to reach unto glory, whid 
Corrunpi- 4 grace conſummate and made perfebt, (c)Ril 
ur, Irem. [oc underſtands itin this ſenſe, oppoſing thi ind 
b Sicma. 7#Þtible grace to that eternal curſe, Which th 
neantia ſame Apeſtle denounceth in another place, (( 
gratia, which 1 baye ſpoken before) againſt thoſe vi 
quot not Ie not the Lord Jeſus. Some underſtandth 
dectdant », ey AE 

ah ea, ſeq ®! £PIvczoic,, for that which is in our on 
perveniant Tranſlation, 1» ſincerity, Thrs (d) Eraſmu, 
ad glori. . whoſe note is, That thorgh this word ts wont v 
am,que eſt be elſewhere rigbtly rendred Immortality, yet bn 


| 4 ang it ſignifies integrity, and ſincerity of a heartſit 
Lyz. in rom all ſufal corruption. (e) Catvin tollon 


loc, | 
c I#corruptibilem hanc 7ratiam : ppaza go An tema? lt &th- 


#0, quod Paulus aithi dinuactat idyorſus eg5 qiet non drligwt 


J 


Domimux noſtrum F. ſun Ehriflum, Rolloc. in lec. 

; » % | , : , R ” : £ 

_ d Ey a;<capric, quod alias werti ſolet immostalitas, hic ſo 
emegittatem, ac {ncerttatem animi, vacants omni corruptcle v- 
074m, Exal. in loc. 


e Subndicare V0lvit Paulus, tune demum omni corrupteld fir 
Vacuum co bon'nis, i omui by, ct} carit, Calv, 
oP! 


- LIED 


/ 
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dpoſtol; 


& Jou loo 
MELT the 


«| two, that they cannot well be ſeparated; ( for 


' — 


towards the C bildren of Men, 


thi ſenſe, and ſayes, that the Apoſtle uſeth this 
word, to ſignifie, that then x the heart of man 
wid of corruption, when it is withont bypocriſie. 
geveral (f) others follow this ſenſe, bur I paſſe 
them oyer. Some underſtand the words accord- —_ 

ing to the ſenſe of the Margin, with incorrwpti- z.1qving, 
an, that is, with conſtancy and continuance. Thus & Hemin- 
the Greek Scholiaſt ( ag I find mentioned by g# in loc. 
Bidia) expounds it, of a perpetual and incor- 
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fides, 
parſtium, 


if ruptible love, which fails not, nor us diminiſhed, g Signifi- 
f but grows, and #s encreaſed day by day, till it catur is, 


come to the higheſt pitch of perfetton. And thus 9 null 


(s) Grotizs, who ſayes it may well be rendred 5925. 


4 Corfantly, and that ſ»ch a one 15 ſgnified by it, pullis ille- 


4 will not ſuffer himſelf to be corrupted, nor cebris ſe 
lrawn away from that which 1s right by any corrunpt, + 
firce, intreaties, or allarements Whatſoever.* _ " 

( b) Ochers I find, who take in both theſe latter . * ora 
Interpretations, and underſtand it both of {in- Ta; ani. 
erity and conſtancy too, Believers ( ayes a mi ſtatus. 


(i)late Writer ) are here deſcribed from this, his dicitur 


Þ that they love the Lord Jeſus m fencerity, or on-<0 fore, 


. . oteftq, b 
corruption, that ts, uot for a time only, but con-*;" Fry. 


fantly ; not in hypocriſie, or ſbeW only, but f- gia vert 
(rely and yeally. And truly, there is ſtich a conſtanter, 


near, and neceſſary conjun&ion betwixt theſe << " 
OC, 

__—s | h Intellig9 
that which is ſigcere, will be conſtant, and that , pos. 


which is conſtant, is ſincere) eſpecially ſeeing tid & ſn-- 


| fieword fignifies both ; and therefore hence | ceritare. 


would direct you ( as ever you would obtain _ _ 
lat grace, favour, and all good, whichin this ; z,,,,m; 
dhftolical benediftion is annexed unto it ) that on the 


$ 14 look your love to Chriſt be for the uy place. 
| 0 


b 
# «»>8 
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of it ſincere and ſtedfaſt, pure and permaneſg;ch as 
without reſervation, and withour recig handant 
ny . Peeficies 
SER! him z a 
 ©Ja<fon 
Se, 2. _ 
The &.t (1.) hm that your love to Chriſt beever yo! 
Branch of Sncere love ; for that may be ot you mul 
—_ ſenſe ofthe word, (k) asI ſhewed you befor, [fit. 
That iz be £2xeft. But how ſhall I know that amy low (2.) 
Kncere, Chrilt is ſincere ? HY 
& Soitisin Ayſw. I ſhall not handle the caſe at lars JÞneth, f 
or Tranſ- yet I ſhall give you ſome charaRers of ſachþ/ bt» 
we lfove, which may give you ſome light in th ftigntd» 
_ matter; and for thoſe who deſire further (aifÞ500t c0 
o: 59. &c, faRtion, I ſhall referchem ro the (1) Anchaiſnonew 
Pins Try- quoted inthe Margin, where they may findth When ( 
al of Chri- caſe more fully and largely reſolved. The Cly[fvebim 


_ SN raters which I ſhall give, are theſe, by dic 
co 3 , : 
the three laſt Sermons eſpecially, Morn, Exerciſe, Part 2+ Sern 4 Ne þ- 


9+ p+ 218. rw 
4 Chars= (1. Sincere loveof Chriſt is ſpiritual init ws | 
—_ of principle and conſtitution, Its nor foundeduſyus, 
on =o Nature, but Grace, and ſprings not from a revy 
Chia, ſome, education, formal profeſſion, extend ,.., ,, 
The 6: communion, or an hiſtorical faith : bur itisbe] ,y thy 
charager, £20 in adeep ſenſe of our infinite wants andth tires 
Ir is Spirj- ſeries without Chriſt, together with his ſuicab6| y,1,.. 
rual, = nels, ſufficiency, and readineſs to relieye andre yy... 1 
ſcue us; and it is carried on, and Ta 
ſtrengrhned and encreaſed by evidence of on bvekin 
propriety and intereſt jn him, Unfeigned lon vebre 

:s the daughter of unfcigned faith ; New i 
| al ' 


A— 


"I 


oe | tomards the Children of Men, 4067 
manenfgich, as it believes what Chriſt is in himſelf, a- 
ecidnyndancly able and willing to anfiver all the ne- 

. [efficies of the ſoul, works a love of deſire after 
lim; and as it apphes, and brings home all this 
wh ſome clearneſſe and evidence to the ſoul, fo 
+ works a love of complacency. This is the firſt 
(haraRer, and of great concernment : for if 
it be.Jever you would make good your love to Chriſt, 
be oy [you muſt make good che ground and principle 
ofit, r 

(2.) Sincere love is Cordial in the exerciſe of The ſe- 
It, 1, It iSw3th the heart. O thon whom my ſoul cond Chas 
lneth, ayes the Spouſe, Carr. r. 7. (m) hom rater. It 
[ live with my wery ſoul. (n) It notes the wn- _ 
frignedneſs and fervency of her love. Sincere love > 
»r (ai({1500t complemental, -burt cordial ; it ſtands not ditige. 
nthor{iooutward exprefiion, but intimate affection. Mercer. in 
5ndtL| When Chriſt wooes for your love, he bids you !*<-. 
we bim your heart, Prov. 23. 26. and ſayesas nar 
vdid to Jonadab, 2 Kings 10, 15. It thime © 
right, as my heart ts with thint htart ? 
{this be wanting, he valtes not all your 

. . | words, but will ſay as Delilah did to Sampſon 
al ni 2.4e. 1. 1 H hou ſay 1 love thee, 
dedud 5 20-15. How canſt thou ſay 1 ove thee, 
m +l nn thy heart s not with me ? 2. Itis alſo with 

the whole heart. Tho ſhalt love the Lord thy God 149 
xternd _. ; Ras. = 
vith all thy heart, and with'all thy foul, aud with 

od th ul thy wind, HKyecs our Saviout, Afat. 22. 37. 
mr Itzreisno {6ve befitting God but ſuch a love. 
”} Netoves a Sroben; But cannot endure a divided 
rirchs hert; he wil! haveall or none. We ſhould love 
rp. Uriſtinfinirely,and becauſe we catmor,we muſt 
{ lon victim unfeignedly, which we do not, unleſfe 
* « ATtDye him with our hearts without batring, 
ang 


0A-- 


. #4 quic- an doth, and may lawfully love the Ordinances] 


(Ser. 7. in 


x08 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Ly A 
and with our whole hearts wichout hal _ = 
6 Dr. Pre- (0) The Lord will have the whole Ftream of) pa 
aides affeftion, deſires, intentions and endeavours ty 
OS. "Þ. to hams « there muſt not a rivulet run out of "* 
"oe but the whole fg * 99 
muſt not be drained away, e faff tit ic © 
muſt be all beſtowed upou hinſelf ; there mulilh, ©; 
no diviſion there, but he muſt have all, and hy 
is good reaſon for it : for he hath loved uy yi 
his whole heart, and his whole ſoul, Jer. 32, 
Chriſt then muſt be the Center of all the afſed 
ons of your whole heart, if you would loye ir 
ſincerely, as you ought to do. 
The third (3.) Sincere love ischaſte love. The love | 
Chara- a ſoul ro Chriſt is of the nature of Conjagallogf,. 
Qer. It 35 which when itis chaſte hath theſe properisf 
Chakte, I. That it is a Perſonal loye, a love of the bs TC 
p Mereri- ſon more than his Portion. ( p) It us the loved Ie domi 
cius amor FHarlot, to loye the Ring more than the-Hmbolh,, "eu 
eſt ps a2- Our love of Chriſt mult be a perſonal love; wi We 
ni4"2 muſt love him, more than his. He indeed (fi 504 
TR "? (q) Bernard) loves chaſtely, why ſeeks him nu maſt 
q Amit he loves, not any other thing which he hath. It beach 
profefto c1- dulterate love, to love the priviledges and bled fm C 
ſte, qua ip- fings of Chriſt above himſelf, and (as (r) ned” "8 
ſen quem Our own ſpeaks) If we love not Chriſt mare thaf "y 


amar,que- 
i ali- his benefits, we are not Worthy of him. A Chrilt 


ede, 


"a thy 
#47t 11 
art 16 
e love w1 
$ an ut 


quam ipfi- Priviledges, Graces and Benefits which come 
<-.. : Chriſt, but yethe loves Chriſis perſon moretiu 
Cant. p. theſe, and above all theſe : ſo that if there we 
133, notanyoftheſe in hand, orin hope, yetwe 
r G/een- he look upon Chriſt-as altogether lovely, a 


hamp.516. love him withou: theſe. ( ſ) T hat ts the wobll br 
{ Nobilis 


amator non quieſtit in dono, ſed in me ſuper omne donum, Thx” 
Kemp. de Inn, Chi iſtt, lib. 31 cap, 6, (mh!) P+ 153, | 


love b 


towards the Children of Mex, 


a ver,who reſts not in any gift received from Chriſt, 
alyir but reſts in Chriſt above every gift : ſo the devour 
of A Kempis brings in Chriſt ſpeaking to the ſoul, 
Try. Thitit isa love of the Perſon, conſidered i» 
f it LP utmoſt extent of that relation of a H uband . 
fr that is, not only as a Cheriſher and Preſeryer, 
ri Thutalſo as a Head, Guide and Lord, Thus a 
"OL Chriſtians fincerelove to Chriſt, reſpeRs, and is 


Wl cried out co whole Chriſt ; not only as Jeſus 


199 


"* Save, but alſo as Lord toRule. It looksax 
bars (hriſtas Mediator, and loyes him in all the offi- 


sof his Mediatorſhip , nor only as (t) Wit- \ = q- 

low reſſe, but alſo as Leader and Commander ; not = |. - _ 

al by nly as Sev10xr of his Body, but alloas Head of + © 

ME Courch, not Only as Prieſt, to ſatisfie and in- 

(UN "Fercede, bur alſo as Propher, to teach, lead and 

joe ide; and as King, to Rule, goyern, and exer- 

 , * ſedominzon. As the Heart muſt not be divt. 

oo ${d which is che principle of our love : ſo Chriſt 

p la ult.not be divided, who is the objeR of our 
Fre. As we muſt loye with the whole heart, ſo 

r muſt love a whole Chriſt, or not at all. Take 


d ” or a clear rrath, (ſayes one) That if thow lo- ES | 


if thou haſt not affetionately entertained 229. 
w_ thy Maſter and Teacher, in a Word, if 
omelſ* #7 vor conſecrated unto God by Chriſt , if 
re thi at not a loyal Subjeft, anda Walling Diſci- 

ew fncerity doth not dwelj in thee. 3, That 
+ wodlf* 32 unſhared, and incommunicable love. 
ly, ah a Womanis married to an Husband, if 
WITT, ore im ſincerely, as ſhe ought, he hath no 

 $*nahzin her affection, bur ſhe gives bimher 
Thon.. -- 4p ce whole 


Jt 


} 4 


- 


170 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Loy | + 
/ whole love, and doth not divide it betwixt hyllove is al 
and others, her heart is ſet upon him mofuve Eler 
chan all the World beſides : ſo it is with aChillGnce. 
{tian who truly loyes Chriſt : He hath unJjunt at 4 
Au Heaven but Chriſt, and there 1s none on Ellis bus 
that he defires beſides him, Pſal. 73. 25. HisMyIhute h: 
w.Lambert to isthat of the (w) Martyr, None but Ghent) of 0 
None but Chriſt. AsChriſt is all in all to hinove. -He 
x Reynolds heis all in all bis affeRtions for Chriſt. (x) 4n#b pp! 
on Pſa], riſing of the Sm drowneth all thoſe innume$ws to 
Thebes Stars which fhined in the Firmament befin, {avoid 
chara&ter, the beanty of this Sun of Righteouſneſs dath Wiſe hin 
. Ir is Real, owt, or elſe gather together unto it (elf all tijpwſert, 
ſeatrered affeftions of the {anl, which were be of Cl 
caſt away pon meaner objefts.T his is chaſte loyſ#. Dec 
and the third CharaRer of that which is ſinaþ#ife /þ 
(4.) Sincere love is real love, not nt inmpinthe 


40. and in tongue only, but in deed and in truth, Punever 
that be required in our love to Chriſtians, 9 #hers, 
is 1 7ohn 3, 18. ſurely it muſt not be omitnelſÞ that 
our [ove to Chriſt, Our Saviour himſelfmalfrd fe/s 
this the proof of our love, 1f you love me, (Mend 
wy Commandments, John 14. 15. And gap 

y Probatio e that hath my Commanaments, and h | devo 
tile&ionss them, he it ts that loveth me, v. 21. Andagyy$1at th 


cf exbibi= If a man love me, he will keep my words, \,23M,. 
tio operis, John 15.14. Tow are my friends if you do Wh 
_ in ever I command you. You ſee then, T vat ex, iti ng, 
D _—_ Ser. Fon of works is the probation of love, as the (yMpatio, & 

ther ſpeaks, Itsin vain for men to talk oflowy *4%vr 5 
z Leighs Chriſt, if they do not walk after him, inal ja Jem 
Cric. Sacr. chearful, univerſal, and conſtant obediene me, + 


nnkery FPY his Commandments. (z)Some derive the GrF lng, C1 
Ty, word for love, &YXTH, from XX Toa; Well 


"+. oh inwards the Children of Mev, III 


xt bill - alway Oe. As Fire is the moſt ac. 

motive Element, ſo Love is,4he moſt workin 

aChlGace, Indeed (a) Love, if it be wot be BONE 
| ae dant at a. (þÞ) He doth not love God, Who con- twr, non 

; Eoin bis Prefepts , as we love not a King, when ef, Greg. 
Lis Myr hate bis LaWs. (Cc) Fe cannot approve the fin- b Qui pre- 
e Clarity of 097 love, but by the _— our obedj- «p14 De 

5 hin Jace. He Who loverh Chriſt (layes( ) Gerhard) contemnt!y 


) Ariduth approve, and follow thoſe things which he ;———arvygne 
imer luovs to be acceptable unto Chriſt , and doth hate, 4; eximre- 
for, #4 avoid ſuch things as he knows will by no means gem diligi- 
duh Wtaſe him, On the other fide, where there 45 not Mit, ſt od's 


* all tp bſervance of Chriſts Precepts, there tx no true ejus leges 
ve ljloraf Criſt, though there may be much boaſting $4 
ate liſt, Deeds ſpeak, more ſtrongly than words : If = 

s ſincaþs#ife. honld boaſt that ſhe loves her Husband, © Vide 


it inwepdin the mean time oppoſe him in all things, ſve Hardy on 
ruth, Wil never be able to perſmade ber Husband, nor | 

ans, $9) hers, that ſbe truly loves him : So thoſe who », mcg 
mite that they love this heavenly Huchand, the 473. 

elf mails dfeſws, and in the mean time trample his 

me, emmanameuts under their feet, do but deceive d Qu &- 
nd aonfen/elves, Thetrue and noble love of Feſus, (as Ugit Chrs- 
od keep (e) devout man ſpeaks) doth inforce to the doing = "1 
nd an eat thing s,and doth excite to the deſire of more ſefatur 


's V.2 


do Whit 


# : E4z que 

Mſo grata eſſe novit, atg, odit & fugit que Chriflo minim$ 

re novit. Contra vero ubi nos eff Praceptorums Chrifis obſerua- 

at ex, ih non eſt vera dileflio, quamuit multa fit de dileftione 

the(y) Wo, ec. Gerh, Har. ( mihi) p. 925» 

c of low # 4or F:ſu nobilis ad magna oprranda impellit, &+ ad deſs- 
ina Jade ſemper prrfeftiora excitat. amor ons non ſentit, labo- 

- 4h. eputat, plus affeitat quam valet, Amor qnms [Me one- 
Gi Mat, & onns amaium dulce, ac ſapidum effch. A Kemp: 

the ORF lnis, Chriſti. libs 3, cap, 5, (mihi) p. 349. 150. 


perfect 


112 The tranſcendency of Chriſts Lone 
erfeft things. Love feels no burden, rechmw 
F hes, ori than it can " "> — 
a burden Without burden, and makes every bity Chrif 
thing ſweet and ſavoury, Ttue love of Chi 200d 
real and operative, not only full oPaffeRiony _ 
him, buralſo of ation for bim, expreſſedingf yhich 
bedience to his Commandments. Theſe areth g,(f) 
CharaQters of ſineerelove, and it will concaf jhe 
you to look that your love be thus ſincere, .. | ix lif 


* ak. —_—_ * 
—_——— 
—— 


Ny mo 
Se. 2, taſted c 


She © (2.3 Brw that your loy2 to Chriſt bed Kendiri 
cond - edfaſt and conſtant love : forthe himtha 
Branch of may be another ſenſe of the * word, as wiſsheto 
the firſt ſhewed before. (*) 7rur love of Chit iiſcng bla 
Dirc 4} . . «+ 1 nil 

Thar. i. be ong-laſting, yea aun everlalt ing affeftion, it iy Gal. 
ſtedfaft & mot waſte, purrifie, Worm-eat or accay : butbone B 
conſtant. #ncorraptible, Now there are two things whidh Chriſt, | 


g0 tothe making up 07 this ſtedfaſt, conſuuſmuid g; 


* So it is loye. #onld 
in the ol 

Margin of your Bibles: With incorruption, (*) Roberrs Evid [wor 
CCS. P. 21. nor 


Two Cha# (7,) Tt muſt be Inviolable, ſuch as willntÞ», yer 
_— of be corrupted. Man hath more Suitors for ele; as 
- *n* lovethan one. Chriſt ſues for ir, and Sſſtatthe 
The 6: ſues for it, and neither will be ſatisfied with (diiſt, W 
is, Thar ir it : only with this difference, that Chriſt dg whi 
be Invio- have allor none ; but Satan will be content ſw: (b) 
* apart: if hecannot get the whole, he is wilſon to de 

to have it divided : tor thereby he knows *tagy 2, 

ſhall have all at laſt, becauſe Chriſt will not Jae pur 


put off with a piec2 of the heart, nor accef# | ſ"opgh the 
ch | 


. - 


; Yowaras the Childres of Men, 113 

KW halfourdove, Now.as Chriſt fues by the Word 

1tbaif fo Satan ſues by the World : buc when once 

) bitr Chriſt hath gained the love of a mans heartin 

Clnils] good earnelt ro himſelf, nor all che baits which 

tion San layes for him, nor all the fair promiſes 

edingf which he makes ro him from the Worlds Trini- 

are'tlef vy,(f) che /»ſf of the fleſh, the Luſt of the eyes, and f 1 Joh, 2, 

conceal thepride, the pleaſures, profits, preferments of fi 

re | this fe, can bribe or corsupt- him in his love to hows, = 
(briſt, but he remains inviolable- againſt all peo,Cfir- 

theſe, Now he can ſay, having loved him, and ©* volp- 

taſted of his ſweerneſſe, unto all other cempra- 7777. 

| \ Hec trig 

| orsand allurements from the creature, Fraſftr4 p.9 7, ;2g 

aſt bet] Menditie venitzs ad me ; They are no more to.Numine 

forthe limchan they are'to a dead man : for ſuch a one Huzdus 

as mi] sheto the World, and all che flattering, enti- 9%. 

#ft wing blandiſhments of it, as Pax/ ſaid he was, pong: 

; it ip Gut. 6. 14. 1am crucified to rhe World. This tw pari- 

bu Iſbone Branch of the character of crue love to #eatiCaly, 

$ wig] rift, as it is ſet down, Cavt. 8. 7. If a man 3 19c. 

onl mala give all the ſubftance of hes Honſe for love, oy p _ 
Wbould be utrerly contemned ; which though wang 

Evid] d#worth interprer to the fenſe, T bat neither 1queſtu Ec- 

[-ne,nor any other Grace can be purchaſed hy.mo+ Klcſsa, ut a 

wilt», yet ordinarily it is interpreted to fuch a cor wy 

; for wſeſe; as will ſerve the end I bring it for, viz, mag _ 

d SwlNhatthe ſoul which is cruly affected co Jeſus vmnia («6 

withouſCariſt, will not be perſwaded out of it by any propter 

riſt dp which this World can afford, Thus Mer- ©2464" 

nt ſees (bh) The Church is not draWn by riches or pra je 

will 01 to depart from the love of Chriſt, ſeeing ſhe Mo ie 

ows WW Hady toleave all ſhe hath for Chriſt. To the loc. 

not ane purpoſe one of our own: (i) If a man, i Factſor 

cept how the wealthieſt man in the World, ſhould © _ 

_ _— proffor 


. - 


x4 


ot. 
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114 The Wanſcendaniyf-Chtiſts Lqve 
proffer a Chriſtian. al this mealth, to biyrkinii 
abanaon his love and loyalty to Chriſt, be wal 
lock, upon it with ſcorn and indignation,with cy 

. tempt and deteſtation. A true Believer will par 
with all he hath for Chriſts ſake : but he will 
part with Chriſt for all the World. Suchaayſ} 

was L*ther,who. could not be tempted by allth 
fair promiſes which the Romaniſts made hind 
Honour and Wealth, to abate of his zeal ad 
k Conterip- feRtion for Chriſt and his Truth, but anſwen 
7s eſt Ro- all cheir remptations with this noble reſolut 
mins f'- (k,) The fury and favour of the Romiſh Pavry 
w_ JE by me alike contemned. $0 that when one aghel, 
Adam. in by they did not ſtop his month with Silvers perſec 
vita Lu- Gold, another an{wered. (1 ) Alas ! this Germall that w: 
theri.-P* Beaſt carts not for Gold. Such a one was the w} offifts 
1H 5 ble Merque's of 7-0, who having left his Com|| from 7 
Germania. eV, Relation» : 1! Eſtare, for Chriſts akealf where 
bec Beſtia Religion, and having withſtood ſeveral temps cannot 
n0n carat "trons tO return, was at laſt aſſaulted by a ſubtkf ſecutio 
_— and importunate Jeſuit, \'who; among othef (0) Z) 
: my ” things, made'bim fair offers of money, if kf «der 7 
n C14. wouldreturn home : but he reſolutely repel] threat: 
ſhan's this Temprationin theſe words, '( m) Let the the ov 
gracious money periſh with them, whovſteem all the Gola can fl, 
nu, the 'wortd worth-: one dayes ſociety with: jaw] puryoſ 
rac.p. 11. CH#5ft. And facha loveas:this muſt we haven} whe / 
Chriſt, ifwe would be conftam ro him. full tr 
The fe- <(2.) It muſt be Invincible, ſach ascannotV} famine 
Eonc is, . conquered, As Chriſt haththteatnings tow] — 
Invincbte force our love, as well as promiſes to entice %vr 4» 
- from the Word, ſo hath Satan from the Worllthing: | 
; rokeep, orcall off our hearts from Chriſt, wr gp; 
bath a frowning, as well as a [miling = aret 


the a 


tawards the Children of Men, 
threats as well as promiſes, force as well as fat- 


- and where heprevails not by the one, he 
will make uſe of the other : but now where a 


2x5 


rarÞ foul is fully bent and fixed inlove to Chriſt, it 


will * abrae 111 ui againſt this as well as the * G<0-49+ 
other, by the hanat of. the mighty God of Jacob, ** 

This [ove in the heart of a Chriſtian isa fire, thac 

hach a moſt vehement flame, which many waters 

cannot quench, nor the floods drown, as it is ex- 

preſſed Cart. 8. 6, 7, Where, (n) by Waters n Azi(- 
and Floods, ( according to a uſual Metaphor in 79th, 
feripture, 2 $am. 22. 17. Pſal. 32. 6. Pſal, F*reſ9t | 
42. 9. ) are meant many and ſore affliftions, "yg 
perſecutions, troubles and temptations ,, and ſo : 
thatwhichis intended, is That no threatnings, 
affutions and perſecutions can beat off the F onſe 


s Conf from the love of Chriſt. Tie loves of Chriſt, 

akeanlf wherewith che _ ein? ted, is ſuch as 

rempte{ cannot be quenched with any calamities or per- _,. 
folk ſecutions iaaborer: Thus Mercer rnd It: _ pee 
p che (0) By /aters and Floods (ſayes he) we may ſums ac- 
y, 1 of mnderFand Perſecutions , and the terronr and cipere," & 
repelel] threats of Adverſaries ; even theſe cannot quench 4% [t » 
Let thi] the love of the Charch to Chriſt : how much leſs ,,,, wn 
» Gila can flatteries and allurements ao it ? To this wines; ve 
þ.7ajw] purpoſe is that of the Apoſtle, Rows.8.35. ad fin. be quidem 
haven] What Bull ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? oem | 
hull tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or mp macky 
not] femine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or Sword ? &C. ext;oure 
s to} — 1 am perſwaded that neither death,nor life, poſſint; 
antcely wr Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor ns 
Worll]things preſent, nor thinge to come, nor height, _ 
iſt, 9% depth, nor any other creature ſhall be able to 14cc in 
Wollk/@arete ws from the love of God, which 1s #n \oc, 
thre, | I 2 Chriſt 


I16 The tranſcendency of 'c brifts Love f 


p Grot- > Chriſt Jeſu our Lord, I know theſe wordsy od (c 
Fo-ft.C2'v. generally raken by ( p) Expoſitors for that qriſenn 
mo - aſe with which the Lord loveth us : 'yet ſomegf aſwndet 
Piſt. (q)Ancients take them for that love which they 4 
q 4mbroſ. have towards him, And (r ) Peter Mary being 
Anſel. (though he follow it not ) ſayes, it « mils hayeit, 
Thcoph. unfit ſenſe. 1 chink Deodar doth well, whotay] goake 
elem in þoth ſenſes : zyhat grief or calamity Can mi 65g00d 
pia eſt ſen- #8 doubt that Chriſt hath witharawn bu lf wut ret. 
rentia,Per, from us, and make ua ceaſe loving him ? Sol har wer 
Mart. in and the Commentators torementioned onthy Mrment 


loc. place inthe Canticles, do make this Scrigu 1,ggy 4 
”u ſ aQ4 non parallel with that. And it isa great truch, th of confl; 
ef - aa as none of theſe things can make Chriſt uy threats 1 
fy ad loving thoſe whom he hath once loved ; fomy tg inc 
voluntat? ther can they make a Chriſtian ceaſe loyingt mrowgh 
flare <#lece Chriſt, whole heart is ſincerely pitch'd wif yyww4 
rin tim in a way of love, It is every Ones WI com 4; 
4 (1) He who zs not ready to ſuffer all things, Off they uf 
pellari, O- to ſtand to the Will of his beloved, & not Worth Inquifet 
porttt a= bear the name of a lover. It becomes him 94 mr aid 
map. loves, to embrace willingly at hard and bit genres, 
th =- things for his ſake whom he loves , nor for all ter, 7 | 
—_ wed. Frary Occurrences to be turned aſd from ml mentors 
ecr dil: Andiitis the property of every upright Cluby ,,ve ch 
2þ n'trr an, This hath been verified in the whole "I were bes 
— Army of Martyrs, in all Ages, who haveni nuance, 
= 1-the {trongelt reſolution, and moſt wi their im 
cidntia aþ ſtedfaſtneſs, entertained all the threats an ſp 
eo, 5. ments of their enemies, rather than deny ” qa 
A K-wpis or be ſeparated from his love. Upon t __— 
—_— count they have been tortured, not accu bid, Sec 
iltle 4 . . 
Ib. 3; cap. deliverance, that they might obtain 4 bet uni; þ 


$-p.152 ſwurreftion, Others had tryal of ral mort ſyprrare n 


ve/cerums 
lim ibid, 
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Love towards the Children of Men; 117 
VOrdsa ind [comgings ;, Jea moreover of bonds and im ©Nec re. 
that bp priſonment. T hey were ſtoned, they Were ſawn 'araats 
ne of iſmader were tempted, were ſlain with the Sword , of er _ 
/hich they Wandred about in ſheep-5hins, and goat-shins, =_ tf 
Mary] king deſtitmte, affiited and tormented, as you ſed ipfs 
mel haveir, Heb. 11.35,36,37. Thus the (t Father formentis 
'b0 tak peaks of the Martyrs and Confeſſorsin his time, ay eſitg 
aw Tut 6g00d Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, Thas they were Eh —_ 
' bu ln we retarded from the battel by fear of torments, forte + oh. 
? SORE tur were more provoked to the battel by thoſe very ſtabiles a4 
l on ul imments, coming forth ſtrong and ſtedfaſt, with 19%m 
>CT1Ptul rudy devotion to that battel which bad the great- 0497 ogg 
a if conflict, (uv) Nor did flatteries deceive, nor CG 
threats terrifie, nor pains and torments overcome devotion? 
FT the incorrupt firmneſs of their faith, ( which 7104ſts. 
g4 provght by love, as true faith doth, Gal. 5. 6.) 444 
Y Nor was any earthly puniſhment more able to caſt *, "2. 
them d-w1n, than Divine proteFtion was to raiſe mati, u 
them up. (w)T hey endared the moſt grievors incoirup- 
Inquiſotion to the conſummation of their glory , * am fades 
Wl wr did they yield wnto puniſhments, but puniſh dv 20g 
1 nenoyather yielded .unto them : Andalimleat- 1,;;, ge 
ter, The tormented ſtood ſtronger than their tor= cipiant, 
al mentors; their beaten and torn members over- 101 mine 
| came thoſe inſtruments of cruelty herewith they ®/'©9!» 
I were beaten and torn. Cruel frepes, of long con- Pp 
EY tinuance, and often reneWwed, conld not overcome menta dc- 
WT their impregnable faith , no, not though their ve- —_— 
re. { C Puts 
' Cant] « dejigiendum patecſt terrena pena, quam ad erigendum —_ divie 
this] 94 w Toleriſt;s /g, ad conſummationem glorie durifſimans queſtine 
ce p Wm Rec ceſſuſtis ſupp!1ciuss ſed U0D1S pot? us ſupplicia ceſſerunt, Idem 
"14 did, Stcrerunt torts torquentibus forttares 3 & pulſantes ac laniantes 
HY wulas pulſata ac laniata membra vicerunt, Inexpuenabilem fidem 
och ſmerare nox potuit din ſeviens plaga repetita, quamuy rupta compage 
uo **/cerum torquerentr in ſervis Det jam non membra, (ed vera, 
lim Did, Ep I 3 J 
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we Towirds ' the Children of Meg, 19 
«h hk a Chriſt, Let fire, croſs, comvanrſe of Wild ' «( 
'of Gulf grafts, rhe cntting, ſeparating and breaking of 
6 Mah wy, bones ," the diſſipation of my members, the 
anſyg, bftrkfiion of 2y Whole body, ant the torments of 
el ty te Devil; tet all come upon we, only that 1 may , py 
ey hide Zeſns Chriſt, * Polycarpus being ur+ Wc 
thy gd by che Proconſul-co blaſpheme Chriſt, y,. Lo Þo 
of Gu wich promiſe of bis liberty, returned chis ex- 7. s. 
heya ole anſwer, Forr ſcore and fix years have 1 
l will (eyed Chrift, neither hach he ever off nded m4 
hit any thing; aud how can 1 then revile my 

wig King thiet hath thus kept we ? Being threatned 
2t loi ch wild Beaſts unleſs he would repent, he'an- 
rorthy iff fuered, Bring them forth, for 1 have determined 
Row. VY pub my ſelf mor to ripent and turn from the beater” 
Sr, tothe worſe, When * Chryſof ome hall received + cm. p. ,; 
it wid] threatniog meſſage from Enzaxia the Empreſs, 145. 
ings in} tereturned this anſwer, .Gotet her, Nil-niftpec-\ | 
ut forag timeo, / fear thing bus If the neon 
VINOOER Mp, let her Garſa nee: T he Eayth w'the Lord, 


\ _ avthe frlneſs rhereof, 7f ſhe will, ltr har ſaw we 


| Y. tlample of . . . 
is [ample of Aroſes, who is an inſtance of this. 

me ledfaſt love in both parts ot it, as you find, Heb. 

in, 14,25,26,27+ Whew he was come to years he 


I I 4 refuſed 
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120 The tran{coidency of Chriſfts Ly! 

z Diſce, O refuſed to be called the Son of Pharaohs Day 
Ch/iGane, ter; the pleaſnres of fin, and the treaſmy | 
_— ypt. Here was inviolable love. He choſe 

ligas Chri. fiction with the People of God ; eFteemed the 
ſtum, diſce, proach of Chrift above the Worlds wealth ; fe 
amare du!- wot .the wrath of the Kiny. Here was invindll 
citer, n? oye, This is to love Chiiſt aright; andif yg 
—— >, would loye. him as you ought, you muſt le 
ne decepri, thus to love him , T's love him ( as chat (z)F+ 
fortiter, ne ther dire&s,) /weetly, leſt being enticed, wiſe) 
opreſi ab leſt being deceived ; and ſtrong ly, Leſt being op 

a—_—— 7 58 A turned aſide from your love of the I 


—_ (a) Let your love therefore ( as he goes 0n ) 


Bern, in ſtrong and Redfaſt., neither giving way to tet 
Can. = . nar ſinking #nder. labours. (b) Not c be dr 
2 l F Js £ , . ( 
Sit forth, aWvay with: flatteries, nor ſeduced with fallacn 
> con/tans 


nor broken avid overcome with injuries ; this # 
amor tuus, love him with q1l the heart, with all the mind ot 
nic cedens with all the ftrength.. Thus love the Lord Jeb 
rerr01ibus, ſincerely and Redfaſtly, whictsis all the dited 
nec /4.- onl ſhall give youfor the quality of yourlow 


cumbens : 1 : 
laboribus, I now proceed to another DireEtion. 


ibid. | | 
b Non abduci blanditits, nc ſeduci fallatiis, n*c injurtis frag! ; th 
corde, toto animo, tora virtu;e deligere eſt. ibid, | 
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toward: the Children of Men, 


o"( $6: BLHDL: BNLXTSYS 
CHAP. VIII 


ti (, oO that your loye to Chriſt be, + for The ſecond 


the meaſure of it , without meaſure, generall 
d 54 1 

yy There can be no exceſſe | Sy loving Chrilt, 25 — 

wile there may be in /ov41g other things ; the 11. 1<'piQs 
) y the mea» 
10 opp $ in the Goſpel] /oved mach, Luke - 7.47 D8t ſurc of vr 
he Ini 100 wach. AS his love to us was a tranſcen- love. 
00 ) 
He's 


kt love, ſo muſt ozrs be to him, it muſt rrarſ- 12Mo11s die 
md our love to all other things in the World. igead; De- 


tm el (ae 
| fan) af = 
WY: are to love him (lay ES A |) learnea Man Jabove modo cdilie 


Tos ful things, gee, Berns 
(1 ) Appretiative, letting an bigber price ce d:l. Deo. 


fupon his Glory and Command, than upon ary (1) pe 
ed Jeb Kher ting bel; des. I Ke 1, of 
ited (2.) Taten (92, with the greateſt force and ;;.. "Pall, 

be mention of our /pirit, letting no bounds, Or pag. $2, 

aſure,to our love of him. 

(3.) Adequate, asthe cempleat, perfeft,and 
geaqnare object of all our love, in whom 1t mult 
Po, and in whom it mult end. Chrilt-»»ſf be 
ned ( laith the *ſame Azthorr in another , 

, Rey, on 
———ace ) with a pri: cipall, and ſuperlative love, por tn 
Iund:d on the experience of the ſoul init ſilfe, P3774, ; 
tht there 5 ten thouſand times more beauty, ara 4 
amablencſſe in bim, than in all the honcars. 71: a= 
Pwes, profit [atisfat tions, which the world can 
aford - that in Compa riſon, or competts, n with 
em, th: deareſt things of this World ;, the Þ.g- 
nntcef our Body , the Chilaren of onr Fleſy, 

| | _—_— 


this uh 
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I2Q The tranſcundency of Chrifts Iii} © 
z Diſce, O refuſed to be called the Son of Pharaohs D 
Chii&iane, ter, the pleaſnres .of fin, and the treaſury SE 
—_— Mgypt. Here was inviolable love. He chop 
ligas Chri. fiiftion With the Peaple of Goa ; efteemed tle 
(tum, diſce proach of Chrift above the Worlds wealth ;fuq 
amare du!- not .the wrath of the King. Here was invinall 
i = % loye. This is tolove Chriſt aright; andif yuſſ* 
pr ha >, would loye. him as you ought, you muſt lex 
ne decepri; thus to love him ; To love him ( as that (1 
fortiter, ne ther direQs,) /weetly, leſt being enticed, 
opreſſs ab Jeſt being deceived ; and ſtrongly, leſt being aig" 
IC. a ſtd you FA turned aſrde from your love of the Lnif lor 
ramus, (a) Let your have therefore ( ashe goes0n) I ; n 
Bern. in ſtrong and fedfaſt ; neither giving way to teri, 
Car. Ser. nor fonking ander. labours. (b, Not tobe dra,” . 
20 Þ.143., way with: flatteries, nor ſeduced with fallatit p 

nor broken and overcome with injuries : this it p 
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men 
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n Sit fortis, 
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—_ =? love him with qll the heart, with all the mind, 
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nec cedens with all the Say Thus love the Lord Jeb 


IS q . "1 Z. 
terroribus, ſincerely and Redfaſtly, whichis all the dited Mg 
nc /uc- nl ſhall give youfor the quality of yourlox 
laboribus, I now proceed to another Dire&ion: +" 
ibid. | | | | 
b Nor abduci blanditits, nc (edu! fallatis, nc injurics fragt; I. . 
corde, toto an! mo, tota virtu;e deligere eft. ibid, | ah 
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towards the C hildren of Men, 113 
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CHAP. VIII 


(a) Ook that your loye to Chriſt be, + for Theſecond 
the meaſure of it . without mcaſure, generall 

ere can be no exceſſe in loving Chrilt, as dirctiva 
; be in /oving other things ; the 110 Pe 

| Te may C ne oe X iT 's, the Ae 


vinche Goſpell /oved mach, Luke 7.47. but (re of our 


"too much. AS Dis love to us was a tranſcon- love, 


«love, ſo muſt ozrs be to him, it muſt trarſe 120-115 dts 


G - (19 tia, De* 
to all other things in the World. ©S% # 
gour love i] orher th "5 Um eſe (ne 


Wt ore to love him (ayes a || learned Man)above 1" 7: 


| NON 
Ker thing belides. 


thins s% gcc, Bern, 
(1) Appretiative, ſetting an 'highey price ce dl. Deo, 
is Glory and Command, than upon axy (1202) Pe 


-. 
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Keyn, of 
(2,) Inten ſiv8, with the greateſt furce and rt; 


Ine»tion of our [pir1t, ſetting no bounds, Or pag.sz, 


aſore,to our love of him. 

(3.) Adequate, as the cempleat, perfeft,and 
wnate object of all our love, in whom 1t mult 

#, and in whom it muſt exd. Chriſt» be 
ned ( laith the * ſame Aathorr in anorher ES. 
ace ) with a principall, and ſuperlative loze, Plat. wha 
Iunacd on the experience of the ſorl init ſclfe, P1%.74s 
tat there 15 ten thouſand times more beauty, ara a4 0a 


| Senablentfſe in bi, than in all the hencars. 11: a= 
Jte,profur; \[atisfactions, which the world can 


ford + that in compariſon, or competits,n with 


=þ, th: aeareſt things of this World ;, the Pa- 


trof our Body , the Children of our "OS 
I -| =o 
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114 The Tranſcendency of Ebrefts Lvoe | x 
the Wife of our Boſome, the Bloud of our Veiahaall 1 
the Heart in our Breaſt, muſt net onely be layliles, 14 
down, and loft as | acrifices, bit bated as ſnarnWyid:fo 


*Preſton of when they draw us aWay from him. * [ndeiffacer be 
Love Pag. we do not love him as God, but 4s a Creatur,hwhe w 
162. we do not love him above all:to ſay we love him ant of - 
God,es yet not to love hins above all ts a contrajullyh lovet 
+ Pinks @tior.Nay we love him not at a!l,it we.love hinhulove fo 
Triall of qgt above all. For(as jone obſerves )/o machaſrinth 
Love pag. ly do we love Chrift, as we love him more thaxwhmand ! 


20s love any thing elſe beſrdes, thongh never, ſo long 
(1.) Becauſe we have tnfonitel y more reaſon 
love him,than it is poſſible we ſhould have tal 
any thing elſe, and therefore it is not to be 
cornted love mnto bins, uf we can afford as mul 
and more to ſometibng elſe, "Mi 
(2.) Becauſe, if we love but one thing betueſhou 
than we do him, that one thing may force as todpid in or 
ſpight, for[ake, and betray him, as accurſedly,aÞully ſee! 
if we preferred an hundrd things before him ; yup the lo 
he that reſolvealy prefers but on: thing befor: kifiat m4 
Communion with Chriſt, will quickly be intru{lings in 


” « ted by his ovpn heart to prefcy more. Inotenc 
our #/e,4 

- — ſet upor 

Set. 5. le Lora 

btheir 


F F you would have theſe things more part{[f«ter ſp 
cularized, our Saviour hath done it in Lat $0; 

14. 26. 33. From whence I have ſuffices ar, 

ground to call upo'you to love Jeſus ChniÞ®ereſt 1 

<7alf.none © *1 find Ber»ard profeſſed himſelf to doyjad Hap 
bur Chrift Pluſquam tua,pluſquam tuo pluſquam te, Prſeto' 


pag.6, 4 (7) Love Jeſus Chriſt pluſquam tx, ps re, a 
l 


towards the Children of Men. 
wha all your exjo7ments of eſtate;riches wealth, 


T5 
Chriſt is to 


&, lends, and whatever you have in this >* loved 


wid:for ſo ſayes our Savior, Luk 14.3 3.Who. 
he be that forſaketh not all he hath, he can- 

be my diſciple. It was a true acknowledge- 
atof Anſtin, * That be loveth God teo little, 
loveth any thing beſides him, which ke anth 
hve for bim, '\ here is fo much 1nſwirables 
tinthe things of the World, which are t:7- 
and temporall, to the nature of a mans ſox, 
ich is ſpirituall and tnmortall 1 to Mucy 17). 
viency to ſupply his neceſſities, and ſatisſf/ 
paefires 5 nay,lo much, noct Onely of vanity, 
alſo of vexation, in the gett1zp, keeping, 14» 
mſng, uſing, reviewing, and di/poſing of theſe 
kings, that its a wonder any 74tionall crea- 
ture ſhou)d be tranſported with any wrrepular, 
nd i» ordinate affeftion towards tliem, efpe= 


ully ſeeing by the vote cf Scriprare ſuch have 

the love of God in them, 1 John 2. 15. Bur 
lat madueſſe is it for men to prefer theſe 
lings in their affc50xs before Feſzzs Chriſt ? is 
Inotenough that we may have the World for 
wr v/e,and xſe it when we haveir, but we mult Chriſtus, 


bte upon it, and aelight init, and love ir. above 
Ie Lord hrnſelf ? which yer too many do, but 
btheir prejadice ; for, as the foremencioned 
 patti} father ſpeaks, + Chriit 3s not the formdation in 
1 Low Soul , where theſe earthly and temnorall 
Hcianſngs are preferred before him. Tr cuts 0! their 
Chni ere in Chriſt, and their 8it/e ro Her en 


0 doyjuad Happineſſe How much rather ſnvuid we 


e, Pwſetolove aliving Chriſt than a 4ea4 cre» 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Low | | 
empty creature, an abiaing Chriſt than apy ler, or 
ſhing creature,a [. tisfy51y Chriſt than a dey 4% 4 
ing creature,a coutenting Chriſt than avexy fins li 
01/5 Creaiure - yea, it 15 our wiſedemegandh yl be | 
xeſsto love Chrilt ſo much more than allggf} his 2c 
ture comforts, by bow much he is more kings of 
thy to be beloved , being more amiatleinhy Win the 
ſelf, and more advantageoxs to thole wholyyo.fier 
t:m, thanthey are, or can be. Love Clif; Ch: 
therefore above all you have of this World, thing 
as tO reſerve the chiefeſt room in your heal, they 
for him, whileſt theſe things are in your har loſe t 
and when they come in competition with hf, Toa 
to throw them off, as 8:tollerable burdens, u "== 
trample them. under foot as aroſe and dy ds 4 
This is to love Chriſt arighr, thus have the ht - 

»iohr loved him. His Diſciples forſook al "JO 
follow him, Jat.19 29. Thon knowiſt, Lulleni © 
(ſaid * one of the Martyrsin Queen Man 700 
time inhis lait prayer ) Thar if we wouldl God( 3 
ſeem to pleaſe men in things contrary to thyW in)whe! 
we-might enjoy the commoanuties of liſe, as trſelt cr 
do, but leets;g the rorld will not {affer men btroub 
Joy 19:99, except T (in a;ainſt thy holy LawsMylere .tt 
bold. T leaws here all the pl: aſ[ures of this life vlievin 

the hopcs ſeike of etiruall Lfe purchaſed by Chin ſpoiliy 
bl.od, aud ll romiſed to all them, that fy ht on Ives, th 


fide. Thus ma't we {ove him, if we would Myy;, 


his diſcsples, for this ( as was ſaid betore Wy 1 

of that placein Lt chap.14_33.)is one oft Ino to &% 

ters of Diſcipleſhip : nor need we be affailQiy, of ea 

venture thus far for his fake,who hath givedi e, whi 

ſuch :xcoxragement, as he hath done, by tell Spirit 

us, 11at,19.29. That Whoſoever hath fo Mut up « 
08 


008 | towards the Children of en. I17 
n 4p Yos[es, or lands, &Co for his Namesſaky, ſhall 
a deg rue An handred fold, and ſhall inherit ever. 


avexg.c,, life. Chritt will tee that [is people 
gti 


1d hey ll be 110 li [ors in what they »art with up- * Amiſe« 
all ogfchis acconmt, for what they viztzre of the 7 oma 
or | . 6 117 Wik.ooecs i. nn bow. JAE VALE 

emffinos of this Vorld ſhall be made up in him | ouoporens 


e1nhu Win the bleſlingsof his Grace here,and Glory ,,;4 fidem? 
x00 b, fer. * Arſtin ipcncs 2 c11apier ro ſhew, nuizguid 
'e Une Chriſtians are no loſers, in parting with pretarem? 
orld, things of the world for Chriſis fake, Be- nungqiad 
- kd os ane bink they cane erioris 
q they have ſpiritnall riches, wh ch the) CAR \ominis bo= 
r ha loſe, thetr Fauk,ani Gedlineſſe, and the geeas at, qu et 
| th Inner-man, wher ty they are rich towards ante Deum 
NS, Wu, ayd Which are a Ct riſtians tritft and beſt d19052 He 
d dy nches ; 4nd becanſe thy have laid uy for thum- r= Jon ; 
* We fever rreaſnres in Hoa Py according 10 Our Sa- my ni 
0k al Wurs eounſell inMa: 5 20. whithey none of th: tr ae _ 
ſt, Lu mits can ceme to take them away. | his made civ, Dci 
Moy inns the famousB:/pop c fNoia, pray thus un. lib.r, cap. 
"Ml * God( as the Father there reports concerning cus (main) 
7 W in)when theCity was walted by theCGorhs,and þ —_— 
45 0Finlelf taken priſoner ; 40 Lord, (uffer me not yy excru- 
WEN betroubled for gold "Yo flwer; fer the knoweſt, Cir rope 
any here all my) ric bes are lit! I'tÞ, This mace the ver aurum, 
life Kleving Jews before him ,| endure joyfelly W, _ 
x Cir ſpaling of their goods, knowing within them: pra _ 
bt on tves, that they had in heaven a better, and an gnz;amea, 
ould tur1n 0 ſubſtance , as the Apeſtle hath 1t , tu [(tf, 1b. 
ore th. 10.34, And tis ſhon'd make us wil- pag.22, 
« 01 to do the fame, when called ro it; *Szcb ; Opt anda 
fraidl th of earthly things for Chriſt bang arfere- of cellars 
Sil , which is recompenſea with greater Lain que Ft 
| piritnall Ai Heavenly things. I {hall majore 
os Wt up this, with thi of a Devout Man. penſatur, 


1 3 It 
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IN” * It becoms us to leave that which we love, of lome, 
" ;-M lim whom we love , becauſe Feſus Chrift wil hae Fat 
relinquere, Alone loved avove all things. The love of yo infy wh 
quia Jeſus creature is deceiifull and unſtable, the Iny | (hal 
vile ſolts Feſrs v5 Faithfull and perſevering : he that qi wg, 
It x grey hereth to ths creature will find it ſlide from high w Stun 
3 2k _ ana ſhall fall with it, but he that imbractth te way 
tuie ſallax [15 ſpall be eſt abliſh:4 for ever, Loye himtheyJug CN! 


AC & irftabi- fore and ritain him for thy /riexd, who wigh Know 


AC Aboveour Ein all your Relations, though ne 


tis, dilet19 all chings (hall give thee the ip, will nothg{bod, 3 
Jeu $195 thee, nor ſuffer thee to periſhin the conclyfſatirall 
e'® op Love him above all the things of the Walger Ke 
Oi adþe. Which are in thy prſſeſſion, for ( as the ſw$#0 7242 
ret creatu® Author hath ita little after) + T hy below Love 


Te , cadet of ſuch a nature, that he will not admit 4 fr eltin ev 


bil; _ 
cir lavilty o27, but will have thy beart alone for himſi#owea, 
git ample. > Wo OE h 'T icrivt ur 
flitur Fe- 4nd ſit there as King in his own Throne, wind 
ſum firm | | ; nd expr 
bitur in evim, Ilum dilige, &r amicum tibi etine , qui omniy out of fil 
cedentibus, re 0% Teltaguety nec patietur In fine perire, A, Kemp, tw ot 
mr, Chrz/tt lib.z.cap.7.p.1it. f Dileftus tus talis eſt nature, fthy 19. 


altennm noi velit adinittcie;ſed ſolus wilt cortuum habere,es tang wobſer 
Rex in propiio Throzo ſedere, Idem 1bid | 

, y : tun and 

— ——ithe fle} 

Sect. 2. magine, 

- ” 

Barbari, 


bat he v 
lon wh 


lo zear and dear to you. Hear what our S%aning 
VIOUY layes, Luke I 4. 26: If any 23244 Com! con 
me, aud hate not Father and Mother, and Wiivtt, 
and Children,and Brithren,and Sifters, hts Ur 24rt/ 

or be my Diſciple. linſelf r 
ObjeQ, Bur perhaps this may ſound harſh in theeſ®6 us 


(2.) F Ove Jeſus Chriſt F/»ſquam twes, 


Relations 


v —_ 


Love towards the Children of Men. 119 


love, jv) oflome, who may be ready to retort : What 
iff willy hate Father and Mothey,&c. This is a hard ſay- 
we of i nf, who car bear it 2 | 
xe yd. | ſhall therefore ſpeak ſomething for the Anſwer, 
that gf yening, and ciearing of this Feriptare , that 
rom big 110 Stumbling blocks may trom thence lye in 
actth} the way to 4i/comrage any Man from follow- 
'm the we Cheiit. 
ho whe. Know therefore (1.) It cannot be under- How this 
nothg{{pod, as 1f Chritt would hereby cxtingxifþ is to be 
clafe| turall affeftions in his Followers towards under- 
> Wider Relations, forbidding our love to them, 00d. 
the ſ$0d 129 4771ng Our hatred of them : No, no ; 
Yelowl$t. Love to our Relations is implanted by bim- 
4 fr eltin every One by #Atari, 2. It1s not only 
him: dewed, but required by his cemmunament 1n 
ſerptare, Exod.20.12, 3. Itwasin himſelf, 
ad exprefſed by him to his dyizg hor, for then, 
mil out of filial affeion did he commend his Vir- 
Kenyp#- other ro the care of his beloved Diſcople, 
ature, f frbg I9. 27. By which example. (as the f Lear- 7 Bellare 
"a obſerve ) Chriſt winid teach us what affe- mnde | 
an ad care we owe to our Relations accoraing rovag uy , 
£ nog dom. lib.x ® 

——'te fl, Farre beir from us therefore to c.11-p.89. 
maine, that our Savicar would have us turn Alex, Ro- 
larbariass, when we became Chriſtians, or berts.Sa- 
os, Myſthe would have us caſt off all narrall affe- cred Sep= 
h new{fon when we come unto hims This is not his —_ 
ur i waning, But, iS a 
com Xcondly, Chriſts end and deſign is, to re- the Creed 
14 Wit WWate, and keep within axe boards, our love to P+ 239+ 
be cog earthly relations, and raiſe our affefion to ge and 

nſelf ro its dre pitch,and height, He would oaſ p87 
he ean4Ve us to love Father and Mother, &c, But 


J I 4 yet 


120 TheTranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
yet ſo as ro reſerve a ſingular , and ſovergy 
affection for himſelf, not to ſuffer our lovely 
them to exceed, or drown our love to Hin 
Love them we may, but not mere than him 
TOuiama: 10 1tis expreſſed ſar. 10. 37. andſo *Bry 
ſupra me; expounds it here. Flt is certain(layes Grain) 
Bezain that this word is to be taken emproperly , forit 
rpc a wicked thing to hate ones Parents, and impoſy 
BP endren: ble to bate ones ſelf. Ephel.5. 29. And ther, 
hancin- fore he expounds this hating by Leſſe lovin 
proprie ſu= + hus Deodate takes it, and thus ( they bak 
mae ovierve) the word (to hate) is ſometimes take 


A Ir LY riptare,lee Gea.29.31,3 3.Dext. 21,51 
oJein= Thus Glaſſns takes it : * To hare ( ſayec 
ſemetipſy S#gnifies to put behind, aud leſſe to care for m 
revedy- O10 neglctt in compariſon of another who is mn 
vaſery, adcar, and more his bly eſteemed. 

Gror. d0 that this phraſe, 1, Is not to be unde: 
pen 4 Ttood in a ffr:& but in a moderate ſence. Ti 
Ts pgte is net to love, and this, 2, Not abſul utth 
pretati> but comparatively : not to love them in com 
ſj, qe pariſon of Chriſt, not to love them ſo much 


699 81h £x= Him, or more than Him, To fer them behl 
Pome - Him, and'to care for them leſſe than Him, an 
Hs amare 
quendims ©0 ncglcet them in compariſon of Him, who 
* odiſſe, ought to be more dear to them. 3. Thistole 
poſtporcre, underſtood zpox occaſion of their ſtanding u 
& mis competition with Him, + If the love of onr rl 
PTR. COP hinder #s {rom following of Chriſt, # i 
Hr | ſtrongly to b: refiſted, as Calvin obſerves, Ant 
neelroeres 

Penificat. Clifius Gram, ſacr, p, 582, Rher, ſacr, p, 1056, Vi 
Vorft, Philolog. ſacr. cap, 5. pag. 1493 150, T $1054 Chriſuſo 
quendo impedzat aofirorum amoryfortiter x efſteadum c[t,Caly,1n loc, 
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6, Vut 
briſuſe 
1n loc, 


ſp 


towards the Children of Men. 
Glaſſins, "Tg hate VHY Parents and other 
things, 41 the caſe of Relivien , ana Goalineſſe, 
ieyot to love them ſo as we love Chriſt and his 
Goſpel, bat to ſet them behind, ſo as to leave them 
(Gods call allowing of it ) if they prove Remora's 
t045 in the ſervice of Chriſt, Yet (as he addes) 
[ub an one doth not properly hate, but deth that, 
which is wont to be done ont of hatred, becauſe be 
luves them aud follows Chrit, And then, as 
tis oblerved f by one, 4. The hatred here 
nquired is net be underſtood ſo much in reference 
torbesr perſons, as to thoſe favours, and content» 
ments, which we may receive from them. When 
ware driven to that pinch, that we muſt either 
hoſe Chriſ#, or the good looks, good words , and 
wd deeds of thoſe, whom we? account our beſt 
friends,we ſhould fo batesthat is, by a Hebraiſme, 
wolefÞ or di{eſteem whatjocuer comforts or fa- 
yours ve cold expeet from them,that without any | 
lang parſe or deliberation , we may be content to 4 Ghar 
lt thems go, and be plaimwe are ſo rid of them , wo h_ 
that we may ſtick cloſe unto Chriſt, Sothatto gr. : 
ſhut vp chis in che words of a /earzed man *. ma illes 
This is the tre ſence that rofwlrs from the woras, 101 uhty 
That Feſus Chr:ft ought (0 19 be loved by Chr: _ "4 
fians, that this love mujt not only far ſurpaſſe ky ER 
MC ON 
alia fiert ſolet, quia ills rdlizguit, Chriſtumaue equitur,ldem thidem. 
171ks tryall pag. 6. * H:c veras ferſes rude reſultat , Chriſlum 
Jeſum a ſuis ChriSttams fic dilsgt doberc, ut ilha dilefhi ono tuntum die 
lilionem parentumyconuguoltberoritygh qutarimyy Clrtftiinos tmy/onse 
ſuperet, ſed ctiamn ſi pareates, c09;ux, vil liboit, vil etihn quivts ollts 
ws 18 al1qutbys a Chriſti dotii17d, wel ſeque'd, avucare wellent, ut cos 
wa tantum nonaudiamuns [edab its nos ſegreger us, & propterea odio 


Wes proſequamur, Chew, Lylcs, Har, wn loc. 
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 TheT, rarſcendeney of Ehriſts Love 


the love of Parents, Wife, Children, and othy | 


Chriſtians; but alſo, if Parents, Wife, or Chi 
drens,or any others, would in any things cally 
off from the Doftine of Chriſt , and following of 
him, that we not only hear them not, but ſeparat 
our ſelves from them, and pon that acconnt au 
i» that ſence, hate them. Thus muſt we ly 
Chriſt, if we would be his Ds/ciples , that is 
preferre Him before all our relations in our 
thoughts, eſteem, and affefttion, even thoſe who 
are neareſt to us, and dearlieft loved by us, ſou 
that when it comes to this, that we cannot en» 
joy both,to /eave chem,and cleave unto Chriſ, 
to #ndervalue any advantages which we may 
have by them in compariſon of thoſe which 
come by Chriſt, and to be haraxed againſt all 
their tears, eatreatzes, and sff«75, which tend to 
the keeping or drawing us from His ſervsce.Thus 
have the Saints loved Him, Hijerom deſerves 
to lead the way, inthe inſtances which ſhall be 
produced, for that noble reſo/#tion recorded of 
him in theſe words: * 1f my Father ſtood weeping 
on his knees before me, and my Moth.r hanging 
ou my neck behiad me , and all my Brethren, 
Siſters, Chilaren , ana Kinsfolk , howlms on 
every fide to retain mein a ſinfull life , I woula 
fling my Mother to the ground, run over ny Fir 
ther, deſpiſe all my Kinared, and tread them un- 
arr my feet, that I might run to Chriſt, When 
+ Satarzs a nobleman in Africk was threatned 
by Genſerick , that if he would not turn 4: 


- rian, he ſhould forfeit his hoyſe , and goods, 


that bis Children ſhould be ſold, and his Wi 
ven to the Camel-ariver ;, his Wite brervg 
0 


fore it 3 
gave he 
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prove t/ 
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towards the Ehildrex o f Men. 


 ofher doom, went to him with her garments 


rent, her hair aiſheveled, her Children at her 
beels, and a ſucksng tnfant in her hands, whom 
caſting at her Hsbands feer , ſhe ſaid ro, him, 
Have compaſſion of me thy poor Wife,and of theſe 
thy Chilaren ;, look upon them, lit them mot be 
wade ſlaves , let not me be yoked to a baſe marri- 
ae; that which thoy art required to do, thou 
doſt it not willingly, but by conſtraint, aud there« 
fore it will not be laid 10 thy charge. But bg. 
ave her anſwer in the words of eb, . Thou 
ſprakeſt like a fooliſh Woman , T hou afteſt the 
Devils part, If thou lovedſt thy Hausband, thou 
wonldeſt never ſeck to araw him to ſin, which will 
prove the ſecond death, I am reſolved therefore, 
4 my Lora commands me , to forſake Wife, 
Children, Lands, Houſe, &Cc. that 1 may bs his 
Diſciple. Thus * George Carpenter,a Bavarian 
Martyr, ſaid to one that came to him in priſon, 
and bad him recant his errors, that he might re- 
turn to his Wife and Children, My Wife and 
my Children are ſo dear to me, that they cannot 
be bonght from me with all the riches, aud poſſeſ- 
fions of the Duke of Bavaria, but for the love of 
my Lord God 1 willingly forſake them all. Thus 
t Richard Woedman,an Engliſh Martyr,being 
perlwaded by the B:/2p of Chicheſter to lock, 
to his Wife and Children, anſwered, God know- 
eth how dearly I love my Wife and Children in 
bim,but they are in Gods hands, and T have them, 
arif I had them not, but regard the pleaſing of 


Husband 


f Maſons 
ARts of the 
Church 


; gf * Clarks 
God more than all other things, * A poor woman x in 


In Cornwall (another Martyr in Q_ Maries Martyrol. 
time) being bid by the Biſhop to remember her p, 211, 


123 
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I 24. The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
Huiband and Chilaren,anſwered, I have they 
and Ihavethem not, whileſt I was at liberty | 
enjoyed them, but now om here as I do iy 
the cauſe of Chriſt, and bis tY Ht * where I muſt 


forſake Chriſt, or my Husband , I am content y 


ſtick to Chriſt only, my heavenly Spouſe, and ty 
YEROMNce the other. Many other {uch T eſtimu« 
ies might be produced, bur 1 ſhall clole with 
that of one + Kil:an a DmtchSchoolmaſter,who, 


+ Wards 6 

Life of to ſuchas asked whether be loved net his Witt 
faithin and Children, anſwered, Yes : If all the worll 
death, 2- 1yere gold, and were mine to diſpoſe of, I would 
mg give it to live with them, but yet my ſoul and 
"20k. Chriſt are dearer to me than all. And thus 


muſt we /ove Chrilt, 1f we would love Him 4a- 
rioht, when we are cal/zato it, as they were, 
T ſhall conc/nd? this branch with that notable 
ſaying of the ſame Axthor who ended the for- 
* rligeadis mer. * It is more eligible to have the whole world 
eſt magis anainſt us, than to have feſus Chriſt offended ; 


__ and therefure among all that are dear unto you, 
mund : | 
prhere det 0am alone be your beloved in a ſpecial manner, 


Lontraris , Let all others be lovcd for his ſake, but he for his 
quam fe- own ſake, [ 
Jum off pe lowed, who alone is found good , and fairhfull 
ſum. EX abovs all other friends. 

om ub4s 
ergacharts, | $ bes 
it Teſs ſolus dileus ſpectalys : Diligantut ones propter Feſun, 
Feſus aurem proprer ſeipſumn, Solus Jeſus Chriftus eſt ſingulariter 
amandus, q T ſotus bonus, & fidelis Pre OBMbus nuventur amith, 
A, Hemp, de 11nt, Chrisht, lib, 2, cap, 8. pag, 114. 
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Sect. 3. 


OF Or than: pluſquam te, More than 
thy ſelf, than thy own life, This is one 
of the rhipgs, which our Saviewr requires us to 
ate, if we would be his Diſciples indeed, in 
the place foxementioned, Lyke 14.26. Tf any 
man come to me,and hate not (beſides Father and 
Mother, &C. as betore ) evey his own life, he 
caunot be my Diſcipſe. The meaning whereof 
isthis, Whew we cannot preſerve our life without 
being treacherous to Chriff, renouncing our pro» 
feſſion of him, and quitting our affetion, and 
ſervice to him, we muſt ſo far kate our own lives, 
Ws to part with them ſreely upon the har aeft terms, 
rather than ferſake him, Every Chrillian is 
bound to love his neighboanr as him{elf, Mat. 22. 
39+ Thar 1s <4 parſne bs; food with the ſame * Mant.on 
heart, and in the ſame way that he Would do his James P. 
own; But he muſt love his Saviour more than on - 
himſelf. Its true, | that life is a mans moſt pre.. <0 on 
cows treaſure , and the _ excellent #4 in JobVol r. 
nature , which every one loves ſo deariy, and © Ni 
prizeth ſo highly, as that * nothin 8 1s more dear quicquam 
and precions ; therefore Will a man part with eſt carins, 
any thing, with all things, for the preſervation of penfruſs; 
#. "Twas a great tr#th, though the Father of voſmeting. 
les ſpake it, Job 2. 4. Skin fcr Skin, yea all Ay, = 
that 4 man hath will he give for his life, And Ned. Ar- 
yet this preczozs life (lo it is called Prov.6.26. ) tic, hb.12. 
muſt be »eg/eFed, mndervalned, and parted with Gb 

83 ſacrifice, when called for on Chriſts behalf, 7? V+ 

| When 
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The Ti ranſcendency of Chrifts Love 


When a Chriſtian is driven to this &raighy, 


that /ife and fin, or death and Chriſt lie before 
him, and one cannot be avoided; death with 
Chriſt is to be choſen, and preferred, and life 
with ſis againſt Chriſt is ro be refuſed with 
abborrency. This is Chriſts demand, and ex- 
petation from his followers , nor is there any 
unreaſonableneſs in it, if we conſider, (1) That 


44- we owe our livesto Chriſt, who laid down hi 


Caryll on 


life for us, John 10. 15. + He did not only ſpend 


JobVol.1. himſelf in all to his life , but ſpent; life and al, 


Pp: 244+ 


* Wards 
Wh ſupra 
P- I44. 


th1aS)» de 
amare ni- 
mio et pye- 
poſtern hic 
&ſurpatur 


; .Har. 
Po l27, 


” 
4 


Hef 
hot ef 
potto / 


whetak 


if the ve 
But h 


that we might not periſh : though he werethe Þ ſoit ist 
P rince of life, AQts 3.15, yet he became, obedi. | rnthly b 


ent to death, even the death of the Croſs, thiat me I fuly pre/ 
might /ive, Phil. 2.8. And this he did merrh, Þ tis , 


out of his great love to us, Eph. 5.2. Now, it 
the Lord Zeſ#s did ſo /ove us, as to give his life 
a 74an/om tor ours, Mat. 20. 28, He may well 
expe, that we ſhould not ftamble at parting 
with our /zves when he hath need of them,and 
-may get himſelf g/ory by our death. * My $8 
vienr began to mein 4 bitter cup, and ſhalll 
not pledge him ? ſaid Mr. Samnders, when he 
was at the Stake, and ready to be offered. 2.1 
is the traſt ſelf-love for a man to bare himlelk 
for Chtiſt,as he hath told us, eh» 12. 25. He 
that loveth his Life ſhall loſe it, but that hatetl 
his life in this World, ſhall keep it unto life eter 
wall. 

He that loveth hu Life 7 that is, with anex- 
cefſive and prepoſterous love ( for ſo the word" 
here to be #nderſtood, as + Gerhard notes ) He 
that /o loves his life, as that from a deere a0l 
endeavour of keeping it, he denyes me and 0f 
Goſpell. 


| that thus 


Go p 
sto be 
pe, if 1 
be a Rem 


ml it, 

lake ( fo 
Bas 49 / 
amend to ; 
tone />, 
may /ce 
_— 
ud wiſef 
7%, but 1 
wall life 


mpenſed 
tle; 3 qui 


aparative 
Io ef ne 
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He ſhall loſe it ] He ſhall not onely not keep it, 
hot deftroy it. *Amealows curly, which ſignifies 
notto Loſe, but aeſt roy, to bring wnto utter de- * Perdere 
08 z for that is the force of the word here, 9291 ſig- 
indin other places, as the * Learned obſerve, "7 © 
The meaning is, That his ſtudy te preſerve 1. 7 


aut facere 


by temporal life upon theſe terms doth expoſe re chare 
him to eternall deaih and deſtruftion ; for it is 11fiuram, 
vhe taken in oppoſition to eternall life in the cloſe /** , *#itio 
i the verſe. - —__ | 
But he that hateth his life ] $Not ſrmply (for loc, 57 
bit 15to be reGhoned among the cheifeſt of Vis bujus 
earthly bleſſings, x0 be highly prized and care- 2*tbi in 
+ yp ) but in reference tro Chriſt and *1/tivd 
bis Gofpe// ( out of love to whom, life it felt wan 
sto be #ndervalued, neglefed , and caſt a> tj eſt _ 
p, if it hinder us from /ivizg tro God, and trenumex- 
tea Remora in our way to Chriſt ) Now he #tiun ad- 
that thus- hateth his life, and will freely part auceres 
kke ( for it is not to be underſtood, * as 5/ 4 9 
nan mig ht deſperately deſtroy himſelf, and put pliciter vi- 
mend to hs life upon every ſlight occaſion ) ſuch 14 9dioba- 
Lone ſhall keep It wnto life veternall.} Though benda ſi 
% may /ee,in theeyes of vain and fooliſh men, { _ 
Uhrowing awa) of their life. yer itis the ſafeſt, tur tuter 
ud wiſe/ſ# way of preſerving it. Itis not Fan” ſumma Dei 
/ but ſercatara. Their parting with a tem- bencficia ) 
wall life in this World ſhall be abundantly re-. Jed quia 


eam libene 


by it, when called thereunto, for Chriſts Ger, Har. 


- {*npenſed, with the gain of eter»al life, Andit ter objice* 


| re debent 
Kitles, quum eos @ Chriſti acceſſu remoratur , Caly, in loc, Hoc 
aparatzve eſt diftum, quia ſpernenda fit vita, quoties nebisimpedi.- 
#0 et ve 60 vivamus,Idem ibid, * Vide Toler. & Caly, in loc. 


1s 


# 
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128 The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Loy 
is obſervable , what variety of words are yſg mb 
by the Evangelifts in this matter, which Probe | 
bly might be for the help 0f our Faub inf bw 
difficult a caſe as this 15, | they 

+ Shall Þuacdtter «ur | 3 Sayes this Evangeliſt here, word 
keepit. Though it be a reall parting with it in oxe ſen | tobe 
viz. temporally , yel itis as real 4 keeping ofit in hriug 


another, and better ſence, vil. eternally, of bfe 
*Shall fiad BEvgioe ef vrlv as $0 another hath it, Me.Þ wa 
a 10. 39. Though ic be /off, it 1s not atteyly lok | thisa 


loſt it is as to this World, bu: it (hall befouxd 4741 were 
in the World that is to come, the Glory al} The 3 
happineſſe whereof will make ſxfficient amend wrlin 


TOE for what they leave and /oſe here. the M 
* chall Zdru dvr +; SO athirdbarh it, Mark $0 be, 3 


oreferec i 35 Though they loſe the Cabinet , the doth ( 
t Verbum fave the Jewel , they /oſe the life of the Buy, ofthe / 
fignificat yr [ave the likg of the Soxl,which is far berter,| ones, 
fetum vi- Seoymire dorhy *; SO itis Lake 17, 33. k[Mthol 


Vum pres | 
Ye polo Word, that is but once more uſed 1n the News] that it 


Lyſer.Har. Tefament, and thatis As 7. 19. which half ud or 
in loc. reſpe&to Pharavhs command to caſt the 1/rar] nemie 
Proun a 1;,,4 males into the River as ſoon as thy[lsNa 
owns Ga were born, Exod. 1,22. tis T0 pn Can yaeh Wharſo 
Scap, g fo the end they might not live. T T he word figw| Wa! 
* Cogcimne fies to bring forth a living creature. Bru W of C 
exprimit Tenders it by YVivificabit , and makes it the} All: 
Chriſtus ſame with Cvorueon, Shall quicken it, Ou wehin 
arnge Tranſlation renders it, Sball preſerve t Thus ch 
eilitatem , Chriſt doth hereby very fitly expreſſ e tbe frail vthe C 
quum dicit of onr preſent life (as * Calvin notes) wh K} 4nd 165 
—tagar hoc eff enerari in vitam) ubi perdite ſue, »erix thy <5 
6 15 pas in terrd vivere, quia vere demun & [40 fy 
vite initiunreft rexuaciare mndo, Caly, 1n loc, If ky Cir 


ve f + torwards the Children of Men, 
re uſel | makes #/e of this word , and it 5s as if he fhould 
1 probs | davy 1907 30 20 Live npon the eurth , becauſe then 


12h 


b info} dewen 6eg5n to live a true and ſolid life, when © 


thy leave the World; The meaning of the 
ſt here, þ nord ( which {urely is very empharirall ) ſeems 
2e ſency, | be this. Yhoſorver ſhall loſe his life now, ſhall 
of it in Þ dring #t forth alive Again in Eternity. The /oſ7 
life for Chriſt is-but a miſterious Midwifery 
» Ma. wards eternall life, And it may be upon 


ly lol} Wis account the Paſſron-dajes of the Martyrs 


d 474} were called by the Antients, Nata'itia Salutis, 
ry aol Tis Berth days of Salvation. We ſpall wat end 
amend ur lives tn the fire. ( ſaid * Nir. Falines Palmer 
the Martyr ) but onely change them for a better 

Lark, 8} ſe, yea for coales we ſhall receive pearls. Thus 
, thy] @@ Chriſt bring meat oxt of the eater, and oxt 
ie Bud), the ftrong ſweerneſſeto his b:loved and loving 
r better. | ones, making aeath it ſelf ro be a womb of life 
. 33 A thoſe, who /ay down their lives for him, $0 
e News| (lat it is our greateF# gais to loſe for Chrilt, 
ich hat wd our greazef befriexaing of out ſelves to be 
ie 7/rar enemies to our own lives upon the account of 
as they} WNawe, and Goſpel. For ( as + 0ne notes ) 
636 | Whatſoever thou keepeſt by impiety , thou moſt 
rd fig | amy loſeft ; but that which thou loſe in the 
Brad] 1 of Goalineſs, than moZt certainly preſerveſt. 

5 it the] All chat love che Lord Feſws in ſincerity, do 
7, Ou\nehim above chemſelves, and their own lives. 
exve i, \busthe Apoſtle Paulin his Farewell Sermon 


*Clarks 
engl.Mar, 


p.176., 


7.20 © 
quid 1mpts 
efate Cole 
ſeruauertsy 


hoc certiſ* 


{ime amite _ 


ts; que - 
quid auters 
pretare 4» 
mſeris, hog 


be frail [the Church of Epheſus, Afts 20. 22, 23,24. certiſſims 


wh W4ndnow behold 1 go bound 5x theS pirit to Jeruſa» 
__ em, nor knowing the things that ſhall befall me 
- ſeit Were, Save that the holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in e- 
Gy, /ajing, that bonds and affliftions abide 
WAL: 3M .- — 


% 
hw 


- ? 
s 4 


conſeruas z 
Brenr, 
Hom, 20; 
m Luc.17, 


Pags333; 
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me. But none of theſe things move me,neithevtody} web 


I my life dear unto my ſeif, ſo that I might fp Obs 
* Toxtum my courſe with joy,and the Miniſtry which Thnl tut by 
abeſt vit= peceived of the Lordfeſus,Neither cont I myth gl an 
cula metu- q * ; 7's: 
am, uo Mtar untomy felf,* I am ſo far from fearing bin | will fre 
mortem that I avoid not deathit ſelf. There is an Hin th Tro 
quidem de» 4m in the words, for accoramng to that dialethril Rev 
J1g10, Hee (aid toconnt bys life dear, who ſpares it , awihil wihe d 
os Counts is not dear who deth not ſpare it, asGrainl whine 
., Obſerves. i Nor doth he ſimply make nothinbfÞ Mide | 


beret vit. 
yo his life, but only forgets his reſpeFt of it, in nhl] Wwtr un 


e& parcit, reyce tothe honour and ſervice of Feſws Chriffwul it ©: 
2 Regt. the Miniftry of the Goſ} pell, and the fini/Wng [rath, 
31% own Courſe with joy; and indeedit is a bill d,if} 


Contra al : A , , 
0 : " "3 thing for a manto be ſo in love with life, af vhats 


babcre qu it toloſe the ends of his being ; it was othermk Wh pro 
n0z part, with our Apoſtle, who copnted wet bis very lifi itewſels 
——_— dear to himſelf. Again in the very next chap} en | 
mg m tr, Ats 21.13. when Agabu had foretold thefrd vo 
+ Turpe eſt danger, that would attend him upon his goinghtkG/or 

to Fernſalem, and friends diſſwaaded him fromſlhey lo 


CEC0 Vi= 
vendi amo* going thicher, he anſwered, What mean youtiſienth fe 
re fic 805 yeep,and break my heart, I am ready not owlynuddov 


pe be bound, but to die alſo at Jeruſalem, for th]@ with 
tam perda= Name of the Lord Feſus:*behold'a trucly ftout ſaab Jad pro 
mus viv» ditr,an ardent Lover ,a valiant Champion an be Mar 
vendicauſ- 4;ubted Preacher, whom nothing can ſeperate fras [ered 
__ the love ofGod, wb 15inChriftfeſus our Lora. thy t one 
pliciter vita [ui pro nibilo ducit,ſed ejus teſpeftum obliviſciturut ar I 64) 
ſum ſuum abſolvat , er minifterium ſunm compleat, quod a chr doffer 
accepit, Caly. in loc, * Ecce were ſtrenuus miles, ardens amator, fois Juiny, 
pugnatory, imperterritus precoy quem mbil ſeperare poteſt a charitlt | A Ng 
Det, que eſt in Chriſto Jeſu Domino noftro, Lorin. in loc, e Cartdw Joke 
t $0 reſporſo declarat Paulus, non niſs mortis contempt paratos ft þ 
Chriſti ſervos ad preftandum officium, nec probs unquam animatos fa (” Sa 
ad vivendum Domino, iſs qui vita ſuam pro teſtimono v(ritatis- 
benter deponat Caly, in loc, \,,id 


Ly 
'"Þ 
ol 
"} =_— 


ove | ' Towards the Children of Men. 131 

hevewy| web an(wer Paul declares, that the ſervants of 

bt fin (off will newer be ready to performs their duty , 

ch Then} but by the contempt of death; nor will they ever be 

I'my th fl animated to live unto the Lortl, unleſſe they 

vo reel lay down their life for the teſtsmony of 

Hil te Tracb, Thus itis faid of the faithful ones, 

lefty 0 Rev. 12.11. That they loved not their lives 

: 4awdbl wihe death, that is, * They walard their life at 

«Graaf whing , or ſpent it freely for Chriſt , as Mr. | de 10 

otbiahdf} Mede expounds it. + They loved not their ye "8; 
i" riff nt unto the death more thauGod,or they negtett- I loc, 

7 brifwJ id #7 contemned them, thatis, in reſpriF of the * tnihya- 

Muy Wo ub, as Mr. Brightman bath it. *7 hey ſligh- Tnoay for 
a bilil #6, aiſpiſed their lives, and rather expoſed them ©*Yorn- 

', 4rfef hazard and loſſe,than to be removed from their OS. 

berwkf W profeſſion. as Dr. T ayler notes. f They ſet ;n rs 

very life iiewſelves at a low rate for Chriſt, even when they pag.618. 

t chap eres preſent danger of death;lo Grotins.*T hey | Semaip* 

old tel ned mot their life more than ſufferir'g death jor ſos parub 

s going}teGlory of Chrift,fo Parews. The meaning is, wg 

m fromſ hey loved not their lives ſo farre as to avoid 52 itt 

1 youtiſiexth for Chriſts ſake; bur freely ventured, and #anremor= 

onelyn[addown their lives, and ſrffered death ir ſelf, #5 peri- a 
forma witneſſing to the Truch of the Goſpell, — 

ut ſab profeſſing the Name of Chriſt ; Thus have Ml 2 

,an [bt Martyrs in all ages /oved Chriſt, who have +j:am ſus 

te frs[(ered up their lives, as a ſacrifice for Chriſt, am magis 

14.131 onely with patient ſabmiſſion, but alſo 4447 more 

ut ar [ld earneſt defrre, yea, with ftedſaſt reſolution ar -q , 

7 = boffer them up all, rhough they had never to cog E 

rot pany, 0 

vari | A NobleGentleman in the perſecution of the mw 3B 

= fm (0 > of Chriſtin the Yaltoline(+ as my Au- t Clarks 

reports)being threatned with deach,unlefs &<2-Mar” 


tos fart 
tatisle þ K 2 by Oe 


* 


13 The Tranſcendency of Chrifls Low, 
+ Ord he would abjure his Faith, anſwered, Gy 
5s bid, that to ſave this temporall life, T ſhoull 
Gngiur 1G my Lord FeſusChriſt who with his precions blu 
$400} J ro pou th: Croſſe ONT Re Vee arate. 
KEATW®Y having ſolong freely ana pubviickly profeſſed hi 
6” yaa fouls ma As the Lofl of _ Fr 


Wurea |. vs elefted before the. foundation ifth} 


DOE : Worla, I ſay, God forbid : whereupon 


2», x murthered him. + Ch that I were with the wi 
&'vTe > beaſts which are prepared for me (ſaid I gnatin) 
—_— 1 wonid allyre them to make a quick, diſpatchi 
—_ t. mes and if they would not, 1 Would prowy 
muerlen. them. Sulpitins Severn, in his Hiſtory, writ 
Epiſt. ad ing concerning the perſecation in the time « 
Rom. E= Dyoctetian and Maximinian, bath this oblg- 


dit. U- yAtion of the Chriſtians readine(ſe to ſuffer} 


= deach for Chriſts ſake : * They ruſhed (lays 


* Certatim he ) with ſtrife and emulation. into theſe glaring 
glorioſa in conflicts, and much more greeatly were My 
certamna tyrgoms ſoug hl y glorious deaths , thau Biſhy- 
ruebatur, ricks now are coveted with corrupt ambition, 


mult ogg a- HE" nay, 5 
4 1,0 And Georgius T Hormins in his Commentary uy 


Martyria- : ! i” : A" 
elorioſis mortibus querebantur » quam uunc Epiſcopatus pravis awhils 


onibus appetuntur, Sulpir, Ser. Hiſt.ſacr.lib,z, p. 385, {| Menusl ; 
bilis Euſebii locus, quem quiſque Chriſtianus ſcire debet z Yuotem»| | 


re (de hac perſecutione loquitur) mirandam ſupra modum, alacrizatts, 
wvimque revera divinams & fingalarem » animi propenſionem eorith 
qu in Chriſtam cred iderunt, intuebamur Simulatque enim ſententi 
contra priores pronuntiata fuit , ali aliunde ad tribunal judi® 
proſilierunt, ſeque Chrifltanos confitert , acerbitates , & multiplial 
rormenta pro mbilo ducere , abſque metu, & terrore, pro religlt 
loqui , cum gaudio denique niſu , &+ letitid poſtremam mortis ſt 
tentiam excipere s 68 4a Mey, of Uprrs, & tvyacging is NI 
Tar Sho Oey weyers during igams dvamuaoy mos, Hilh 
Comment, in Sulpit, Sev, loc, ſupra dium, 
| 00 


* Memith 
240 temps 
acruaten, 
'm eoruth 
; ſententi 
Lal j#diG 
nultiplio 
0 religiut 
vrtss [0 
af 6s m1 
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towards the Children of Men. 133 
on this A#thor , and this place, produceth a 
Teftimony out of Exſebiys concerning the 
Martyrs courage.under this ſame Þ. rlecution, 
which I have tranflated and inſerted here : tor 
he ayes every Chriltian 6ught to know if, and 
jtis very ſuttable to the point in hand Ie bee 


beld(fayes the Hiftorian )the exceeaing wonder - 
fall, and truely drvine power, and ſingular rea- 
Gne(s of mind, that was'in thoſe, who believ- 


If din Chriſt, For as ſoon as Sentence was pro- i 


wanced againſt [ome that went before , others 
another place leapt out before the judge- 
went [eat and confeſſed themſelves Chriftzans, 
wmiking no reckaning of their ſeverities and manin 
fuld torments, but did ſpeak for Religion without 
ftar or terrour : yeas received the laſt Sentence 
death with joy, laughter, and gladni(s, in (0 
mich as they ſang, and ſent up Hymns , and 
Thankegivinzs wnto the God of all , even tv 
thir laſt breath, In the perſecations of latter 
times, rhere was the like reſolution, courage, 
and conflancy 1n thoſe who ſuffered, * If 7 
ted ten heads ( ſaid Henry Voes ) they ſhould all pai in 
ef for Chriſt ; Goa forbid that 1 ſhnuld rejoyce deathypag. 
in as) thing ſave in the Croſſe of Chri. * Tt 158. and 
v4 ſmall matter ( ſaid another ) to dy once for P4$+160. 
Cmft, if it might be, 1 could wiſh I might dy 
Sthouſand deaths for him. + If every hair of my + Maſons 
rad wire a wan, I would ſuffer death in the Ads of the 
faith } am in, ſaid Fobhn Araly, a Martyr in Church, 
Ween Maries dayes; Thus bath the, love of ©45:274+ 
untsrowards Chrilt been ſfrong as death, and 
mui ours, if we wonld love him aright. 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts F nu if 


Sect. 4. 


Have been larger here, then was atfi li 
| Prone #1 and yer, before I /-ave it, 1 mf 
crave leave to anſwer a double Objeion, 

Obje&. 1. If thisbe ſo, that we muſt lon 
Chriſt above er. lives, if we would be hy 
Diſciples indeed, then it ſeems there. are au] tn; 
tru: Saints, but ſach asare alſo Martyr: Þ noſts 

Anſwer.lt is ſo; (a) but then you muſtthauhich 
diſtinguiſh, There is Atual and Habitual Marky 
trdom 1. Atnal,then life is really laid down Fw, 
for the ſake of Chrilt, and his Goſpell. Sudfjisnt 
Marrs bave thoſe been,who,in all ages,&grÞ['edſon 
nerations have ſealed the Trath with their bloud,$(2) | 
and ſtood unto their profeſſion of Chriſt, eveaJÞ"om t 
co the ſuffering of death from the hands of wel 
olext and bloody men. 2. Habituall, wheul/Perf 
there is Preparatio auimi, a Readineſſe of mnli#sr | 
ro lay -down our life for Chriſt, whenloentÞ#6% 
be ſhall cal for it, When there is faith &Þwe ( 
nough to excoxrage, and love enough to cwÞWes 

rain us to be Martyrs, if the howwr ofont Pe; 
Profeſſion ſhould require it. Soch a one wwe 
Pal, who was ready to dy at Jeruſalem, feWs-1 
the Name of Chriſt, asyou have heard befor P08 
Now there are none tre Samts, who are nat (SJTru: 
Habunuall Martyrs at leaſt, and Af#walltoyÞ%4 
when they are called unto it. They do anfpuwer 
love Chriſt, as they ought, who do not {mt lovi 
him above their /5ves, ſo as aZxa/ly to Jay thel om 
down for his ſake, when he doth call for them» 


i "A 
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1 7owards the Children of Men. 


- | andifo be habitually diſpoſed fo to do, if he 
—= | ſhould -«//for them. | 
Indeed Chriſt doth not alway pat his follow 
2g upon ſuch an expexce, as to lay down their 
; at fd | lives for him, he doth noralway cal them to 
1 cif f edfwal Martyrs, bit yet it will concern e- 
,, rery one, who profeſſech the Name of Chriſt, 
uſt lon 9looke, thac he have alway this habirxal pre- 
1 be buf poration of mind, (1.) Becauſe theſe *are the 
are a} mw of Chriſtianicy at all times, even in the 
12. noſt ca/m, and ſerene eſtate of the Church, in 
"ſt tha which, if a Chriſtian find not his heart @ifpoſed, 
« Malay bimſelf,and all that is near and dear to 
d down ip, even bis /fe at the feet of Chriſt, to ſerve 
|.  Sudfſliswntereſt, and promote bis Glory, he hath 
res 8 gr reaſon to queſtion the truth of his profeſſion, 
ar blood, $(2.) Becaule thoſe things, which have come 
iſt, eveaI'rom the w9%1b of Chriſt ro this purpoſe, in the 
ds of 64, bave not come from him as Comnſels 
{1, when ſPerfeftiau, which concern only ſome parti- 
e of mint(#«r perſons, who aim at an higher degree 
enſoenr}0 Glory in the world to come, than others 
faith 6-PWve f as the Papiſts would bear vs in hand ) 
| to cas Precepts of Neceſſity. which concern eve= 
r of oy «e;a5if you look into the chapter ſo often 
one ayI[Kationed Lake 14.Thoſe words wer. 26. 33. 
lem, fe|We-lpoken to the great multitudes, which 
| befor (Wowed Chriſt, as appears from ver. 25. and 
o are ni [Jun generally without exception. tmg. If 4- 
call too; $342, vere 26, and ms 6 vpbve E very one of 
y do ndty 
not lot 
lay theft lo 
for thenfYrntly, and therefore there is no colour of 
K 4 pre- 
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UC 


Wyer.33. Nor do(6b)the grounds and reaſons, b Thoſe 
loving Chriſt above all, concern ſome only, foremeriti- 
me above others, bur all equally and in. ncd:pibe} 
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pretence to think that ſome only are obliged 
it. (3.) Becavie rimes and the ſtate of thi 
quickly change and alter, nor doth the Chy 
ever enjoy juch a calm, but a terrible ſr 
may ariſe wnexpetted!y, and quite daſh it ang, 
and therefore there is no man, though honl 
in the molt peaceable time of the Geffel but 
e're the glaſs of his /ife be 74x out, he 
meet with a fiery tryall, And ſeeing this hat 
been the way of his providexce, towards th 
beſt of Charches, and Saints, what reaſn 
have any to expect exemption ? Shall th 
Earth be forſaken for us , cr the Rock remoul 
ont of his place?as hein Fob.cap-18. 4. (4.)l 
cauſe what ever indulgence and abatement 
be gtven to the Church, wherein you live, ye 
as particular Profeſſors and Chriſtsexs, thoup 
you {ve and ay, during the pablick tranquil 
of it, yet you may be privately brought totl 
p/unge , thatyou muſt either hazard your li 
or eiſe in ſome fearfull manner, againſt yd 
Conſcience, aiſhonour and deny Jeſus Chriſt. 
may be the caſe of Merchants, who tra 
into forein parts, and may ſuddenly falling, # 
to ſuch hands, as may force them to den i 
Chriſt,or dy for him. Yea, at home many 
take away our lives, who cannot take awiſ 
our other contentments, as Romifh Aſſaſſin 


have deprived Kings of their /ives, whently yt 


could not of their Kingdows, It 15 certil 
chat whoſoever cares not for his own tif 
maſter of azother mans, and by conſequented 
his Rel3g4on, if he love his life above it. f 


'24/ie were it ( they are the words of qhe ft 
--"” a 


+ & 
of 
C . 


we towards the Children of Mer. 
ligedly | cited reverend Author ) for a Ruffian, that had 
df thing jo Religion of his own, to pull ſuch a one into a 
» Chad corner 41d with a naked blade to make kim 
le form fwſwear his Relzgion , as often as he pleaſed; 
itang,| jra5f the trick were in nſe, ſuch a one might be 
gh bon rhhed of Þ4s. Religion upon the highway, ſeeing 
ell, bis] ay wan that were ſo diſpoſed, with a piſtol at 
be mg js breaſt, m1ght make him deliver up his Faith, 
this hat 
Fards th 
t real 
ball th 


with as much haſte as his parſe, fo that every 
ane had need to have this piece of Chrijtian 
Armony continually about him, (The ſhooes of 
the preparation of the Goſpel of Peace. (c) Eph. 
' rem 6.15, and the feet of his Soul well ſhod with 
(4.)K&f them. (5.) Becauſe there is no better meas 
vent maj towards help in the enduring of a&ual! Mar: 
live, Fe _ ifit ſhould come, chan by looking 
, thoug after , and making proviſion of this habitz 
anquilnj «lt, before the other come , nor is he ever 
bt to thi likely ro performe Chriſts expeRation of /ay- 
yourlif} ivy down his life for him, when it comes 
unſt you toit, who is not readily difþoſed thereunto 
briſt. # by.a ſerious preparation of mind before band. 
0 tran] tis to be feared he will (rink in the wet- 
ly falling, ng, and come off with a Nox putarams, in 
to def the day of ſuffering, who did not coxnt the 
nany mil eofs of Religion, Expe& , and lay in provi- 
ke an] fon for the worſt in a day of Serenity and 
{aſi Tranquility. And ſo much for that firit Ob- 
rhentho] pRion, There remains yet another. 
$ Cerca 
wn tit 
quenced 
ic. Hm Set. 
he for 

ale 
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cm ——. 


—————— 


Sect. 5. 
Bj:#2. Alas !Then I doubt all my loyety 
Chrift is a meer Cypher, and ſtands fo 
#eught, for though I am convinced, that Jely 
Chriſt deſerves, and I ſhould expreſs ſuch x 
love as this, yet I tremble at the very thoy 
ofit, and am afraid I ſhall fall ſhort of it, If 
be called toir, and (hall fli»ch from Chriſt ty 
ſave my life ? | 
Anſwer- (1.) This being a ſore and griev 
| ous Tryall, the greateſt that 1s, called by the 
See Pinks Apoſtle, a fiery Tryall, 1 Pet, 4.12. Natur 
Trialzpag. will manifeft, and may be allowed, an averſe 
$659. ,;,xfromit, asit tends to a ſeparation of ſoul 
and body, and that with ſuch pai»ful circum- 
F ances, as this is »ſxally attended with. Yea, 
Grace, it (elf is allowed a deprecation of it, at 
the hands of God, if ic ;may ſtand with bis 
will and pleaſure, and an avoidance of it , by 
with drawing from the hands of men, lo farre 
as it may be done without fin, We have Chriſts 
l examplein all theſe, who ( untill his cime ww 
come ) did av:44 the hands of his malicions, 
perſecuting enemies. ow 8. 59- chap. 10.3% 
cbap. 11. 54. when his time drew near, that 
he mult ſuffer, at the apprehenſion of it, ks 
ſoul wastroubled, John 12. 27. His ſoul wd 
excerding ſcrrowfull unto death, Mat. 26. 38. 
He was ſore amazed, and very beavy, Mark.14 
33. Ir brougbt him into ſuch an Agony, that 
bis ſweat was, as it wire great drops of Blood, 


falling 


$ 


4k... 2+. rm. . as - nth Coy 21 + coo od. wWAted a avalraotommd wr rower oo 


——k 4 


1t, 4 
ith bis 
it, by 


BY CM 
. Yea, 


Towards the Children of Mes. 
falling to the ground, Luke 22. 44. In this con» 
dition be prayed to his Father, that be would 
ave him from this hour, John 12, 27. that, sf is 
were poſſible this eup might paſs from him, Mar. 
26.39. He offered up prayers and ſupplications 
with freng crying andtears, Heb. 5.7.And be 


des his example,we have for the laſt of avoiding < 


danger, his precept, Mat. 10.3 3.when they perſecute 
vu 58 this City flee 1nto another. He allows them 
(kyes (ce) one ) 20 flee from danger , though 
wt from duty. Only you mult .Jook , that 
your fear and averſazion be not exceſſive , 
ſo as to dsſtraf# you in point of 4wty, nor to 
make you diftroſtfaull of the power of God to 
lp, and carry you through ic And look, 
that your Prajer againſt it be not 4bſo/xte, bur 
with /ab»ifion to the will of. God, as Chrilis 
ms. Andlook, that your car: to /ecar:, and 
ſave yourſelves be not managed with the uſe 
ofany awWwarrantable means, for that were to 
chooſe iniquity rather than affiition , and 
ty) hazard our ſouls for ſaving the outwar4 
ws, (2.) Know this, that a Chriſtian of the 
priateſt grace hath not frexoth enough of his 
mt carry him chrough this feryTryal with- 
out arvine aſſiſtance, whereas the woak:rf 
Chriſtian, with Gods help , ſhall be able to a- 


139 


e Fugan 
ex permt* 
titpericult, 
ſed non ofe 
ficti Parze 
us 21n loc. 


dent with comrage,and conſtancy. If our ability | 


0 will and to do v5 from Chriſt. as \itis Phil. 2.13, 
without him we can do nothing, John x5 5: Then 


nuch more our ability to ſuffer, eſpecially in (5;3,6 ic. 
ſo high a degree, as this, mult needs be from <q reed. | 


bm. (f) Inſuch « confflift as this not onely 
are gill fuil ws, but Grace too, anleſſe there be 
A 


Edit. 6.Þ. 


298, 


- 
« 
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4 ftronger, and new ſupply : and! thereſore thy 
divine power of Chriſt is neceſſary to carry y 
above our own ſtrength, eſpecially in ſach by 
ſervice as this, where we meet with preatg 
oppoſition , than we can deal with alone by gr 

ATR, ſelves. (g) It is dangerous therefore to lock fo 

300, that from our ſelves, which we maft have frm 

Chriſt; for, ſence the fall, all onr ſtrength lytig 
him, as Sampſons in bis hair , we are but ſuby. 
dinate Agents, moving 4s We are moved, aul 
working as we are firſs wrought upon, fret 
farre as we are freed, no wiſer, nor no ftrangy 
than he makes us to bein any thing we wnadertaly, 
But there is no d4»ger from a hamble ſence of 
our 'own weakveſs, if it drive us Out of oy 
ſelves unto firm dependence upon him in whon 
our 7reateſt ſtrength lies, for this 1s the fit 
teſt ſeat and ſabjef, for him ro perfeft hi 
frength 1n, Nay, this is a good fgn, for, asit 
proceeds from love, and argues a deſire not to 
leave Chriſt, ſoit takes the wiſeſt and ſafef 
»P28-300- courſe for its own ſecurity, and hath gone 


ps = tr; further apon Tryall, than greater, but wngrom- 
TY 


- Ccoxnon(tas, 
oh f 40 rits are the wiſeſf, and ableſt, nothing is ftrongr 
nititur,q4 than humility, that goetb out of 195 ſelf z or wit 
mew Oo” fey than priac, that reſteth upon his own bottom, 
— And therefore it hath been ſeen, that (i) 

PIB-25Fo nab ne (ſe with humble acknowledgment, wat 
fullneſs, and dependence, hath food it out, wits 
ſtrength with too much confidence hath failts. 
You know what Peters confidence in himſelt 
( that Tho:ygh ail men forſosk,Chriſt, he wouli 
yt ) came coatlaſt, even to a depial/ with 

041 


ed confidence hath done. (hb) Dependent Sp 
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) failed, 
himſelf 
e would 
with an 
oath 
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towards the Children of Men. 
wth, yea with curſing and ſwearing, Mat. 26. 
13.707 Z. 7 4+ (&) The ſtory of Saunders and 


Pendleton is known , and fic for our preſent Life of 
Saunder; 3 


purpole. 7 heſe two meeting together in the be 
rinning of Lucen Maries Reigy, and [peaking 
of the perſecntion which was like toenſue, Mr. 
Saunders ſhewed mach weakneſs and many fears, 
whereas Pendleton ſhewed great confidenes, and 


ſaid, What mas * there 1s much more cauſe for 


we to fear than for you, foraſmuch as T have 
abig and fat body, yet Will I ſee the urmoſt drop 
of this greaſe of mine molten away , and the laſt 
obbet of this fleſh of mine conſumed to aſhes, 
ler I will forſake Feſus Chriſt and his truth 
which I have profeſſed, and yet he with all his 
emfidence, when it came to it, played the 4» 
wfate, and turned PapiFt, when the other, 
bythe goodnſs and power of God , helping his 
infirmitses , ſealed the iruth with his blood. 
kemember cherefore, in the midſt of the ſenſe 
of your own weakneſs and infirmity, that His 
grace is ſufficient for you, 2. Cor. 12.9. And 
that 5t is given, and that on the behalf of Chriſt, 
BY parchaſed it by his blood upon earth, and 
#z it out by his s#terceſſion in heaven) not only 
believe ( that you may be Chriſtians ) bat 
Uſe to ſuffer for his ſake ( that you may 
te conltant and crowned Chriſtians) Phil, 
1.29, Not only the occ4ſiow of ſuffering is 
jen by his providexce , but alſo the ability to 
fer, by his influence and aſſiſtance ; withour 
bis you cannot but fall, with this you ſhall be 
ureto faxd. (3) God hath abundantly pre- 
vided by his word and works for the excoxrage- 


Ment 


I4r 


(k) Clays 


Pe. 496, 


142 
ment of the weakeſt Chriſtian, -if truly ſuch, | 
oainſt the frongeſt trial ; For thou maiſt be 
confident, if thou art one of his, that eithy 
he will not cal[rhee out to ſuch ſaffering , or, 
if he do, that he will /»pport thee under it, ad 
carry thee through it. All have not the Mar 
ers fasth, nor ſhall all have the Martyr fin; 
yet, ifchis ſhould prove to be the portion ap 


(1) Nez Pointed for thee, never fear, but {if thoum| 


minas dif- a true believer ) he, who gave thee power tyh 


ſcile eft Jieve at the firſt (which (1) them couldeff ne win 
—_ do of thy ſelf, thay a drad man can fly) bemil 
_ >. Not deny thee power to ſuffer, whatever he 2ull 
daverivo. thee outunto, ſeeing this, as well asthe other, 
lare. is his oft, (as was ſaid before)and the parchuſ 


of Chrilts blood ; eſpecially if you confidet 

his promiſes, Of giving power to the faint, aud 

Forarli- #rereafing ſtrength to them that have no might, 
azpBd- Iaiah 40.29. Of giving his Spirit tobelp ur 
rvexw.Vide 5nfirmities, Rom. 8.26. to help With us our 
Leigh againſt us, as the word ſignifies. Of not ſuffer 
— ing ns to be tempted above what we are able, tn 
making a way for oxr eſcape, that we may be ahi 

#0 besr it, 1 Corinth. 10. 13. Of making 

ſtrength perfefF i the weakneſs of hss ſervanth 

2 Cor, 12 9. Beſides, God 3s wever more ſi 

us, than when we are moſt for him, whoſe gin) 

byes at ſtake, as well as our lives, axd he i mitt 

exrious of that, than we can be of this. Mott 

over your $4%oxr, having had experience d 

all the amazements and horrors of death, whet 

he #fferedir for you , cannot forget both to 

pity and ſ»cconr you , when you [xffer it fot 

him, for 5» that he himſelf hath ſuffered, * 

inf 
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Fer it fot 


ww AT 


fownrdr the Ebildren of Men. 
jog rewpted, he' is able ( and no leſſe willing:) 
1 ſueromr theſe that are tempted, as the Apoſtle 
itnfers, Heb. -2. 18. And his being heard in the 
411, when he offered up prayers and ſupplicati- 
ie, with ſtrong crying and tears to him that 
wat able to ſave him from death, Heb. 5.7. may 
bes ſtrong ground of encouragement, to hope 
and believe, that we, praying for the rewovall 


df fuch a bitter Cap with ſubmiſſionto the Will 


of God, ſhall ebtain (as he did) though not the 
rmoval of it,yer flrength under it. * Adde un- 
toaltthis the inſtances of Gods preſence and 
yorrin ſuch cafe , enabling the weakef# and 
oſt 1t99erorvs, even Women and Children, to 
mdergo this rial for his 1ames fake. Where- 
fore 4) For a cloſe , I commend this to the 
roabled and trombling heart, for his Direfton, 
inſuch a caſe. Do not torment thy ſelf with 
mxions fears and cares,concerning thy holding 
min a fiery 15411, but rather mind thy preſear 


«| &ty, and caſt the bardex of ſuch things asare 


me; upon him, who caverb for thee, and 
ll ſuſta3e thee in ſo doing, neither will he 
wy ſuffer the righteons to be moved , Pal; 55. 
2, 1 Pet.5+7. Safficientto [nch, a day will 
the exil of it , When it comes , Mat. 6. 34. 
tid therefore do not anticipate, and make ir 


iwble, ro what otherwiſe it wonld'be, by your 1k, 
Itis Life of 
taith,Pref, 
fo ts foreſer , as ropre- rt th 
ore for what we cannot avoid, that is our daty, Dirc8. >. 


«was ſaid before ,, but then let me tell yon, p.8. g. 


25 and fears abour it before it:come. 
tne, that a prudent foreſighr of evil is good, 
Ioverbs 22. 3. rhat 15, 


red, # [mir no better way of preparing for it , then by 


in 


% 


windiny 


143. 


AA. 


the 


minding our preſent duty, And therefore in 
ſtead of being thus or ves Concern 

(UV that which isto come, Do: you examing a 

prove your ſelves, whether you be ix the ſaith, au 

' Chbriſt be in you, according to your profeſſion 

2 Cor. 13.5. Give all diligence to make jp 

calling andeleftion ſure, 2 Pet..1. 10. Ac Min 

your ſelves with God, and be at peace with hin, 

Job 22. 21. Make this your conſtant exercif 

to have 4 conſcience void of offence, towards Gu 

and towards men, Ads 24. 16. Draw wigh Fr 

60 God, and keep cloſe to hins in humble C omni, 

and Walk, as before hims, in holy, upright, bu 

wenly Converſation , Plal.73. 28. Gen, 17,1 

Make daily improvements 1n ſandificatin, 

mortifying corruption , and growing is Gras, 

cleanſing your ſelves from all filthineſſe of fub 


God, 2, Cor. 7.1. Stand upon your guardy 

| 98 ſins of daily incarfion , and take heeddi 

thoſe that waſt the conſcience, Plal, 19. 12,13, 

Keep your ſelves from your own iniquity, Plaln 

& I8. 23, and Watch againſt thoſe tempration, 
. to which you ly expoſed, by reaſon of your preſent 
condition, from Satan, the World, aud the Fleſh, 


city of heart, reſign up your ſelves to the wil 

and diſpoſall of him, whoſe you are and whon 

- you ſerve, Mat. 6. 10, And thus doing yot 
may be confident, that either tribulation, 

' diſtreſſe, nor perſecution, nor famine, nor nat 
neſs, nar peril, nor ſword, nor life, nor death,u 

the other thing ſpall be able to ſeperate you fri 

any love of God in Chrift Feſus our Lot 
Rom. 8, 35.&6 An 
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ard Spirit , and perfetting holineſs in the fuari| 


Mar. 26. 41. Revel. 16,15. . And in fmpb| 


145 , 


n Beats 


towards the Children of Mei. 
And thus Ihave ſhewed you, that Jeſus 
Chriſt, is to be loved, for the meaſxure of it, a- oft, qd in- 
hove a//, not onely our Enjoyments and Relats- celige | 
0x7, but alſo our Lives.And (to uſe (u) 2 Keme quid (it a 
px his words, for a cloſe of this head ) Bl-ſſed mare Je= 
i that man,wht knows what it is to love the Lord 1» © 
Ttſns, and to contemn himſelf f.r Feſws his ſake. ſripſum 
The ificalty whereof may make us breath out proper fe- 
our deſires to him, that helperb tro will and to ſum, A 
þ, in the words of the ſame devent Author. Kemp. de 
(0) 0h ! grant, that 1 may love thee more thay Imit, Cori 


w ſelf, nor my ſelf at 4, anleſſe for thee. TE 
Int. 


| © Amemte pluſquam , nec me, mſipropter te, Idem lib. 3, cap 5» 


nap, 151, 
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Nd fo tauch for that ſecond diref:ion con- 
{ the Meaſzre of your love to Ct rift. I (hall 
adde, but one more ; which concerns the ex- 


| Mrſing of your love co Chriſt in his preſenc 
; | #fance from you. 


(3.) Expreſſe your loveto Chriſtin his pre- The third 
ent diſtance from you , by your love one to» Purettion 
werds another, and toward: all men, according © ccrns 


tothe Apoſtles difiribution, 1 The/, 3, 12. ons 


love ro 


| Chriſt, 
L $&. 


on 
4 4 "y 12 S 
- 


By love to 
all men, 

a Pareus. 
Muſlc., 
CGrot, Per- 
kins, 
White 1n 
loc. Span- 
ha BG. 
Evang, 
yol.z Dub. 
138, 

b Ham. 
Pra&R.Car, 
edit. 5, p, 
$3.40, 
Gr:ot, in 
L.uc.10 
Salmer _ 
Parab, 
Tra&, 16. 
cProxiiins 
n0% | ait- 
grunts pro- 


prnquitate, 5 


ſed ratige 
as [octte 
tate Pcite 
ſandus eſt, 
in qua 
ſocru ſunt 


omees homines, Aug, Epiſt. 52. (mibi ) 


TheT ranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


— 


Sed. 


(1,) Chriſtians love 1s toexteng is (elfty 

Aa men. This our Saviour intends 
when he bids us every one /ove o#r neighbaoy, 
as our ſelves, Mat.22.39. Where, by Neigh. 
bour, we are not to wnderſtand only our on 
country men hinared,and friends, (4)iaccording 
to the corrupt gloſſe of the Scribes and Phan: 
ſees, Mat.5. 43. but all men towhom we may 
hel ofylt, according to'Chriſts own ſence inthe 
Parable, Luke 10. 30. &c, Andlo a Strange, 
nay, an enemy, may be our xeighbour ( (6) tot 
ſuch were the Fews to the Samaritant ) 
(c) There us a propinquity of nature, as wells 
of Blood, and this neighbourhood 15 to be effeemtd 
according to the former, and net only according 
to th: latter. (4d) So- that hes rightly called 
our Neighbour to whom we may ſhew, or frm 
whom may be ſh1wi unto us, any office or work 
mercy. (ce) Thus all mankind is, according v 
the expreſſion of Scripture, our own fieſh, (ail 


We. mult do gocd unto all, Gal.6. 10. as G0 
himſelf doth, whoſe mercies are ſaid to be overdl 
his works,Plal.145.9 That is,they are ſpread. 


pag. 267, dIlle cu a nobus 


pr.ebendium et, vcl 4 qao nobis prebendum eft gofficium miſericordie ret 
proximus dictur,Aug, de doft, Chriftiana, Edit, Calixt. quarzo, lib.1- 
Ccap.30, e Mart, on' ames, Pag,2604261, 


8.7. Our bloul, As 17.26. And by vertmvf 
this affinity of nature, our luve 15 to reach unto all. 


on lib.1. 


towards the Children of Men. 


-nExpanſum, or Firmament over the whole 
Creation , which he makes appear by ding 
gud toall. And according to the Rale of the 
Geſpel,we are to bear ſc 4 love to our Neigh» 
hoxr + in this extended /ence , as we do to our 
ſelves, we being bound to deſire and endeavonr | 
their good by vertue of their waxhood, and 
hamane nature, as we would our own, that is, 
wth the ſame heart, and in the ſame Way, that 


would purſue our own good, we areengaged to 


ferſue theirs, though net in the ſame meaſure, . 


and proportion; Itis a likeneſs of quality nor 
of equal:ty, of kind, not of degreer, which our 
Saviour requires, when he ſayes, Thin ſrult 
lme thy Neigtbonr, as thy ſelf. Vhus our 
bre is to extend it ſelf. {(1.) To thoſe wt.o 
ae farre from us, and ſtrangers to ns, as vet) 
wtothoſe who are next us. Gaims is com: 
mended for 4:5 love to ſtrangers, 2 John 5.7 hat 
whch we do to our owns, jor aft: (tions ſake, lt 
w do'to others, that are P wlendh ro ms, for hu— 
manities ſake ( ſaith (f)) Laftantins. ) 2. 10 
thoſe who are bad, as well as to thote who are 
jd. (gp) Though in this work, of love ſome are 
tbe preferred before others, yer none are tobe 
treluded, A wicked man is partaker of the hu- 
nexe nature, and under 1 peſfi>:/iry of being 
mide partaker of the Divine natare, and there- 
fore to be loved; you were, as he, before cor- 
whom, and God can convert him, and make 
lim, as you are, and therefore /ove him. Here- 
by you will imitate your heavenly Father , 
Who maketh his Sunne to riſe en the gocd 


and on the bad, and maketh his rain to fall 
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. . on the juſt, andon the nnjuſt, Mat. 5. 45. Its try 
n #4: 190 that David ſayes, be yon thoſe, that bs 
bum;ſed #he Lord, Pal. 139. 21. andſo will every guy 
perfefio man, but ( (h) as a /ear»ed man obſerye 
odio, per= He hates them with a perfef# hatred, noW (layes hat 
FO he ) perfelt hatred is that, which neither way |; 
#. and Juſtice nor knowledge, that 5s, ſo as ntithy 1 |" 
nec ſuſti»= hate mens perſons for their wices ſake, noryety 
tia,nec ſci- love mens vices for their perſons ſake. (3.) Ty 
enti2 caret, enemies, as well as friends; and indeed-this j 
id ra "** proper tO Chriftianity. All men Will love they 
is abu ; friends ( ayes (1) Tertallian ) bat Chriffiay,, 
oderis, nec onely will love their enemies. (Kk) Tobe kindy ind x 
vitia prop- the kind argues civility, to be unkind to the we ny 
ter bomunes bind argues corruption, to be unkind tothe bull, 
_ *  argueth diveliſhne ſs, to be kind to the unkind a, 
Colofl.p. gueth ChriFfianity. (1) This'doth eſpecially 
31. evid-nce the force and efficacy of love; for uÞ— 
T Amicos that firs is hotteſt, which warms not onely thoke 
diltgere things which are ear, but alſo thoſe which 
—_— are ata diſtance : ſoisthat love the moſtper 
autem ſo- fe#, and lively, wich reacheth not onely to 
torumChii- friends, byt allo to enemies. (m) Let ther 
(-anorum » fore the grace of God herein eſpecially triumph [i 
_— over our corruption, that whereas by nature, why; i 
k Fenkins would be lovedof them whom we. hate, by gra [ye | 
on Jude, we may love them which hate us ; This is a great 
part 1. p. work of grace indeed, yet moſt zeceſſary tor all ſj 
131. Chriſts Diſciples, for we have his commanatd 
n —_— luve onr enemies, to bleſs they that curſe #1,au 
m Robins. 79 40 g00d tothem that hate us, and to pray ſi 
ſous Eſ-= them, t at deſpightfully uſe us, and perſecute #, 
ſayes, pag. Mat.5.44+. beſides which we have his example; 


145. he loved us, when we were frangers, and « ſi 
[ 


. 
— 


ve 
tw, | + towards the Children of Men. 149 
that At f, Ephel. 2.12, 13. YEa, ungodly ſenners and 


VEry good 4s againſt kim, Romans 5. 6, 8, 10. 
blerrs) hl. $4 FO the conſideration of this, 
W (laes that we were ſometimes fooliſh , diſobtdiint, de- 
ET” wail: gived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living 
wither y in malice, and envy, hatefull , ard bating one 
nor Yth f other, and that then the kinanſs and love of 
(JH Cufour Savieur appeared unio us, chis (uccord- 
d-this ingtotbe Apoſtles arguing, Titus 3. 2, 5,4.) 
Love they ould have a mighty #fluence upon our ſpirits, 
- briffian tothe melting and moul ang of them into love, 
be kindn nd meekue[s,towards all men, even thoſe who 
to the wh we wngodly, and ſtrangers , yea enemies unto 
the wu got] paſſe this, and come to ſpeak of 
nkind #[(triflians love one to another. 


ſpecially 

, for uÞ-— ay = a 

ely thok Seq. 2. 

le which ; 

moſtper- (2) A Chriſtians love is moſt emi» ently to be 

Dnely to A manifeſted towards the Saints,all the BY love © 


the Saintts 


et there [ours Col. 1. 4. all, In quibas aliquid Chriſts eſpecially 


trium)V lieu, in whom we ſee any thirg of Chrif, 
mnt; #hitisreported Bxcer's was. Though Chriltian 
by gratt ye be very extenſive, yet there is an order to 
S agrelt Neobſerved in thatextext ; Next unto Chriſt, 44 
ry for all ſhi $ainrs ruſt have the higteſt Rooms in our 
mandi0 fog, and our choiſeſt, chiefeſt love is to be 
e #1, and ſerved tor them, (a) T hongh a love of bene- a Jenkins 
pray fir ence is not to be denied to the bad, yet our on 7Zude 
ecnte M, Uny of Complacency muſt be ſet upon the good, Part. x, 
xample; ouph the Holy Gheft hath exempted none Page 133, 
ind 4 fat hom being the Objef# of our Beneficence 

9 [hereby our love is expreſſed ) we muſt do 
3 F 3 good 


1/9 
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buteaob. good to all, yet there is a 0, | 
Jeez melt- pur upontFe honſhola of fait z 420CY F 
Hs viden al preferment in our affiftion, and apn 
a /pecial p = Sk 
» 4 456 hcminence in the fruits of it, Galatians J-1 Cht4 
ng þ ) Nor is it without reaſon , that the Stig wel 
tn Lice po- E Y loved bv us than others, þ Ti 
ita quia ſhould be more ove J /1 reaſon of 4, i 
4x eſt /o'- cauſe that which is the formal; boſe ob 
male obje= ; Ot conſpicuons in them; for, as thoſe obyi leveo 
fin viſts : hich are moſt in the li ht, becg of ( 
TT: [ are beſt ſeen, WwAire : h 
ares _— light is the formall objett of ſight mr My wnſ 
_ eareſy toGog, þ 
as are molt to be loved, who are #  o% 
ak yr cauſe ar is the formall ana proper ebjeft War 
ſunt Deo po (c 3 The bond of grace ss more ewinaſ 11, 
mages 0?” then the bond of nature;and(d)where there 
Juntt;,qa holineſs, ſuch are to be embraced with! the be 
—_ | 9, T hough all men arg 1; 
formale, moſt love ;, thus (e) Though all jar, « all 
& proprite leed for Chriſts ſake, even enemies, - flew 
objeftum yet believers are to be loved 3n m, 
——— h is that man, who thus expreſſeth by Mtre, 
Dey, in " iſt This is a mitter of ſuch concermm 
"2 ed rags Chriſtians, that1ih ther 
Cc Saullior and conſequence among . | p ne”; I } 
eff copula crave leave to expatiate a itt e, in ; 4 the 9" 
Cordi um rhoughts and ae ſires of my heart about iy pal 
SEO! Lore T.could w1ſh,that I had _—_—_— x 
Satire | the Chriſtians of this yet . ws ooph 
membrz doth to the Theſſalonians, 1. Thel, 419g, 
eed not that 
ſuat majo. 4; touchizg Brotherly love , you n 1 fea 
4 charit . ur ſelves are tang}... 
"oat write unto you, for ye yo . VT: 
ic a_ God to love one another I and indeed J10f 1 ite 44 
yrmngy Bur alas! its (f) otherwiſe, It was 1aidouy vv; 


. - . . ' Nl 
e Peatur, Chriſtians in 1ertullians time,(g)Y ide <1 
ki amat , _- 
6 & amicum in te, & inimicum propter te, Aug, Conf, lb, 4.0 
5 [8 


page 73+» f A complaint of the want of loye among Chriſtand of it 1 
g Tit, Apol, cap, 39. Þ. 47» 


bow / 
Ther 


(th 


toward: the Children of Men. $1 


low ſe dili2ant, See, how they love one aucther. 
Thenthere was ſo ch /ove,thar it was, Ad fu- 

m Geattinm, T o the wonder of the Gentiles, 
bit gow there is lo /z7ele, that it is, Ad puderem 4c 


Love 


eſpeci | 
' muſt bay 


and a 


Hans 5.1 Chrifianornm, To the ſhame of Chriſtians. 
the Si Welivein the /af? and worſt days of the world, g 
hers,  , Timoth. 3. 1. in which {as our Saviour fore- 
>; of told, Mat. 24. 12. ) iniquity abounds, and the 
hoſe objel 


Ine of many waxeth cold. It was the ConjeCture _ 
"vt, bee of(b) one, That as Gods firſt judoament a- h Merits 
! thoſe waſt the ola World, was by Water, againſt the roy | 
0 Ges, þ by of Luſt : ſo his laſt judgment , won the a 
4 ebjet Weld that wow 15, will be by Fire , againſt the aqud con- 
ple © coldneſs: of Love. Which if true, we may fear tra ardore 
there ij that great and terrible day 15 not far off, ſeeing luxutie; 

ed with he bearts of men , yea of g:od men , are ſo mn 


0 ; ! ! VCO judi- 
Fare 1  aldin love, one towards another, Oh! my 0% 
and wich friwar, for the enmities and animoſities , the jnjgne cons 
him , 


! Jevyand #ri/e, the diviſions and drſſeations the tra tepore 
th by Mredand wrath , which have deen , and are, — 
among Chriſtians chemielves , not only in 0- age , 
hat] h ther places, bur even in England, a place of Chriſlz, 
enrO"f he reateſt light and profeſſion, whercby they part x. 
ICIt Al ne, cenſure, reproach, aeſpiſe, oppoſe, bue, cap.87. 
| to laſs ad deverrr one another, there arc,* at leaſt 
be Apoſt ophe to be, oreat ſearchings of beart; and Ob! 
eſ. 4. 10 _ heed wee waters, and my eJes fountains 
wot thi fteare, to weep day ana night for the OE of 
* taught we, in the Chriſtians of this gencration towards 
you a1 meanother, Hear a little ſome of the commplarnts 
ſaidof M ehich have been made(and not without caule) , _ ee 
dc yit 1 bout it. The fre of brotberly love ( layes (5) OG X 


ume of 
b. 4. ap4[ONt) is almoſt ready to go ont, ſcarce any [Parks Love.pag. 
Chi it 124 remaining among ns, but inſtead of the 64,626. 
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DHCET II 


41 


L&C 


a1 


MH 


4, M = 0 


152 TheTranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
fire of love, the wildfire of paſſion rageth wv 
mently, and is predominant. Many live, wi 
they had been born ou the mountains of Beth, 
the mountains of diviſion, and as if they bad bm 
. k Baxters ©4Ptizedin the Waters of Meribah, the waters 
bh Saints ffrife. Alas ! (ſayes(k) another) that Twh 
Reſt,Edit. axd Pa fans can agree in wickeaneſ s, bettertha 
4.PartI. Chriſtians in the truth , that Bears, and Lin, 
I_negs Wolves and Tigers, can agree together, by 
33-136, Chriſtians cannet ,, that a legion of Devil:cu 
agree tm one body, and not the tenth part 4 
1 


many Cbriftians in one Church. Ireag i 

:;n Pagau writers, that Chriſtians were as cru! far 

| as Bears and Tigers againſt one another. At} ti 

Am. Mar” mianus Marcellinus gives it as the reaſm i| thi 

AL Fl vx * Julians policy, in proclaiming liberty for vn] tha 
ho party to profeſs and preach their own opmins,| for 
becauſe he knew the cruell Chriſtians would thu fr 

-moſt fiercely fall upon one another, and ſo by lr Su 

berty of conſcience, and by keeping their Child] lay 

from the 5hosls of learning , he thought to hav] if 

rooted out Chriſtianity frem the earth, But I] bli 

had hoped his accuſation had come from th| cay 

0 malice of the Pagan writer ; little did I think t xot 
: have ſeen it ſo far verified. Did I ever thn ju 
wro have heard Chriſtians ſo to reproach au} na 

ſcorn Chriſtians ? and mep profeſſing the fto the 

of God, make ſo little conſcience of cenſunn | ſw 

vilifning , ſlandering , and diſgracing one at | we 

ther! Lord! What Devils are we un{antþt6,| 

when there is yet ſuch a nature remaining int | the 

| ſanftificd? Such a Nature hath God, in tht | an 

} dayes, ſuffered to diſcover it ſelf , even nt | wat 
goaly, that, if he did not graciouſly aud 1 Met 


evilt ca 
art of [ 


d 4 


I think ty 
ver think 
oach au 
g theft 
renſuriny 
F one dt» 


towards theChildren of Men. 


fully reſtrain , they would ſhed the blood of 
one another , and no thanks to us, if it be nor 
dove. It was a juſt charge and fad complaint 
made by ( /)) a Reverend, and holy man, nore 
than thirty years agoe, which for the [«table. 


x of it to our own caſe and time, 1 ſhall bere py... 
tranſcribe. Jt is utterly a fault among you b6gt, AL 


(aid he then) that the difference in judgment 
and praftice,ahout theCeremonis of our Church, 
hath canſed ſuch ſtrangeneſs, ana alienation of 
wind and affettton , between ſuch as do truly 


ftar God, both Adiniſters and people ,, We are [0 


far from receiving, efteeming, loving, and main- 
King ſociety one with another , notwithſtanding 
this difference in judgment about theſe things, 
that we are apt to deſpiſe and juage one another 
forit, 4nd doubt whether there be any trath of 
gracein them that differ from us in theſe things. 
Surely (faith che one fide) che 3ndifferency,and 
layfulneſs of theſe things 1s now [+ clearly ma- 
neſted, as theſe men muſt. needs be wilfully 
bind, that do not ſee it. Nay, certainly they 
caunor chaſe but ſee it well enough , and Were & 
xot for 4 carna! reſpef# to their credit with the 
people, among whom they have gotten a great 
name and applauſe, by ſtanding out ſo long , 
they would dowbtleſs conform themſelves. And 
ſary (faith the other tide) the utter wnlaw} mls 
meſs of theſe Ceremonies, is xow ſo clearly reveal- 
ed, that theſe men mnſt needs be wilfxlly blind, 
that ſte it not ;, nay, they do ſee it well enough, 
and were it not for 4 carnal reſpe&} they have 
wito ther worlaly peace, and eſtate, they would 


* | Miter aſe thers ;, certainly they ſin againſt their 


conſcience 


154 


m Keyavlds 
Sermon of 
the pcace 
of £25 

| 2 


# 
% 
; 


The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 


conſcience , in obſerving of them. And wha | 


truth of grace can there be in them that are wil. 
tally blind, and for carnal reſpeFts, do thus ſn 4. 
04inft their own conſcience. And thus do both ſus 
ergſely and dangerouſly erre, and ſin agdin 
reir brethren. And when ye fin ſo againf 
the brethren, (ſaith the Apoſtle 1 Cor. V. 12. ) 
Je ſin againſt Chriſt. For the experience of all 
times, and of this prefent age, proveth evidemt, 
that there be of both ſides that 4 1Geg aunfeignd- 
ly, and in the whole tenonr, and conrſe of Whale 
converſation, the life aud power of true godlintſt 
doth manifeſtly appear. Aud if thou ds not ſet 
this ( whoſo:ver thou art , that art moſt bitte 
and violext of either fide ) then art thou certain 
ly thy ſelf moſt wilfully blind. And I do aſſme 
thee ( inthe Name of the Lord, and by god 
warrant out of his Word.) that 5f thou ca wt 
anfeiguedly I1ve every one that truly feartth 
God ( whether he conform, or not conform ) if 
thou canſt not bewail and ftrive againſt thee 
bard conceits thou haſt been wont to entertain 
againſt ſuch, thou canſt have ng comfort at dll 
3s thine on eſtate before God: Thus far he. And 
is the matter any whit amended now? Truly 
no; the ſame ecc4ſions of difference in judge 
ment remaining, there are the ſame diffance 
of affetior , the ſame heats and contentions 
ſpirit attending chereupon; nay, I fear, greater, 
which is very ſadro conſider. (m) Indeed it 


- wereto be deſired, thomgh hardly to be hoped, thit 
' 4#n the Charchof God, there were no noiſe of axth 


and hamm2rs, no difference in judgments and 


. FOnLeNts, but inthe beſt ages of the Charch thert 


have 
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have been, and therefore we can expe no other. 
than that there ever will be, varietics and aiff.- 
rences of judgment : But that in this caſe of un- 
avoidable differences among good men , there 
flould be no more mutuall charity, meekneſs, mo- 
deration, tolerance, and humanity exp-eſſed, and 
one the contrary, ſo much juaging, deſpiſing, re» 
jefting, and inſulting over one another, ſuch bit- 
ter inveftvves, and voluminons reproaches, ſuch 
recoraing of Brethrexs infirmities, ana raking in» 
to the ſores, which Chriſt died to heal; ſuch 
backbiting, ſlanderons ſpeeches, ſuch ſecret divi- 
ng contrivances, and atep deſigns againſt 
Brethren , that diſagreement of judrements, 
foould break forth into diſunion of hearts; that 
amiaſt the variety of our ſeverall conceits, there 
ſhould be no more care , to preſerve ſtill the 
wity of faith, and love, by which onely we are 
brown to be Chriſts Diſciples, that thomzh there 
be not Via una, ove Way, there ſhonld not yet 6: 
Cor unum, ove Heare, Thists a Lamentaiion, 
and will be for a Lamentation. Now, when 
theſe things are thxs among us ( though they 
onght not [0 to be )ſhallwe fic {Hill in filence, and 
fupidity,and fuffer the/weer and /ofc fire of love 
to dy ot quite, and che wild. fire of paſſion and 
contention co ſpread and prevail, withour mov- 
Inga ron #e,or hand,or foot towards the repreſ- 
ſng of the one,and reviving of the other ?Shall 
we ſee Chriltians taking one another bv the 
throat, and (tand by, as it we were wnconcerned 
Init ? This were enough to make the 4x6 to 
ſpeak, For ſurely, ſhould we altogether bold our 
Prace, the ſtones would immediately cry ont, as 
our 
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our Saviour ſaid fn another caſe, Lake 19, 40, 
This may ſomewhat juſtifie, and vindicate my 
writing, when I may not, ſpeak, that my Pe, 
may reach thoſe, whom my tongae canng;. 
eſpecially, when itis upon ſo-harmleſſe, and 
snnocent a deſigns, as the abating of wrath, and 
4ivancing of love, among Chrijtians, which the 
love of Chriſt, ( the main ſ#bje& of this di 
courſe ) doth lo vatwrally, and neceſſarily lead 
unto. Suffer me therefore, as I have called up. 
on you to lope the Lord feſws, now to call up 
on you to love 0xe another. The A xthoy ofthat 
Comment upon the Epiſtle to the Galations(in, 
n Sixt.$e.. ſerted in the ſixth Tome of Hieroms works, ( n) 
nenf.Bibl though it be none of his ) reporisof St, Joby, 
lib.4. That whiles he abode at Epheſus, to « very great 
Np a. age, ſo that he was hardly led tothe Church he. 
trolog, #£Wixt two, when he was not able to make any lg 
p.317. diſcourſe to his hearers, he uſed onely to Toe 
Rrver.crit. theſe words, Little codren, love one another. 
Sacr-lib.4 and truely, were Ito finiſh my Teſtimony, or 


unto you, I could jnot do it better, than as] 
now do,by beſpeaking your love one to another, 
Oh ! Chriſtians /ove oe 4nether, and [ beſerct 
you, let this counſe/{ be acceptable unto you, do 
not 4exy me this requeſt, me thinks, you ſhould 
not, when [ come1n Chriſts »ame, and begit 
for bis ſake, who hath laid ſuch obligations up- 
on you hereunto, that you muſt needs bees- 
ceeding bard, and obdurate, if you withſtand 
them, Give me leave to propound them to 

yourconſideration. 
Set 


my cexrſe, ſo as never to ſpeak,, or write more. 


| lou may take the riſe of this Diſcoxrſe from 


towards the Children of Men, 157 ' 


Set. 4. 


1.) Onſider how ftri&ly this is exjoyned, 

Cn how ſtrongly Do by oor Loo The firſt <0 
aſus. 1K was his dysvg charge, which he fre- — 
quently inculcated, ſweetly in{inuated, and pow. ft © 
{ally preſſed upon his Diſciples, and in them love a- 
won all Chriſtians, (0) Speeches of dying mong_ 
mnare received with moſt veneration, eſpecs. Chriſtians 
aly the charge of dying friends , Therefore the =_ 
Irttbren of Joſeph , fearing left be ſhould re- commanas 
mmber the injuries formerly done to him, uſed o Manton 
thu plea, T hy Father did command before he di- on Jude 

th ſajing, 50 ſhall ye ſay to Joleph, Forgive, I P+ 13%» 
raj thee, now the ireſpaſ? of thy Brethren, &c: 

Gen, 50. 16,17. When Chriſt took /eave of 

ls Diſciples, he left this as bis laſt charge, that a 

tbey ſhould love one another, and let us ſee, 

bow he propoxnds, and ſets this home, that ic 


night take place with them, Fehn 13. 34, 35 


— 


II 


—— 


I Ann 


lie 33 verſe, where he gives this /weer, and 
Indcompellation, Little children, and he doth 
ktomake the eaſter way for what he had to 
fopound to them , ASif he had ſaid, (p) It pGerh. 
kemmeth obedient children to bear in continnall Harm. 
membrance 1he words of their dying Father , and P: 349: 


tubut nece [ary for you , who are my children , 
Wh and carry about with you , for ever fixed 
Pur bearts, this, which, as my dying legacy, I 
faeath to 70u, of loving one another, When be 
msto the matter, you may lee , how he fils 

bu 
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his mouth with Arguments, 85 many argumeyy 
A4, almoſt as words. A new eommanaement [ gin 
unto you, that ye love one another, &c. Youſee | , 
q Gerh. p. (1.)It is a commanaement,(4q) nota bare advice | « 
852, and counſell, which he lcaves as an arbiter | i 
matter for them either ro do or not to do x | þ 
cording to their own wil/, andplcaſmre, bu | d 
he 4524s them to it by a weighty, andſeri. | E 
r Intonante 0s command. Now (r) When the ſounddf i | wi 
'T 
be 
ha 


diving pre- divine preceptenters into onr ears, we muſt ley 
Cept6,u0: off objefting, and fall to obeying. (2.) Itis1 
objeciendiy cp mandement of his own La Xo 4 Com. 
ſed obedi- , | 
endum, | Mandement [ give unto you,” (s)T, who am yup | * 
Tert, one,and only Maſter, M*te23.8,10. T, to whoy Þ| but 
SGerh.ubi your audience and obedience hath been beſpoken 
ſupra. avcice fronrthe excellent glory, Mat.17.5.2 Pat, | wv 
I. 17. I whom you own as your Lord and Mi- the 

fter, John 13. 13. 1 command you to love an | gy 

another, and therefore it concerns vou, who | er 

are my Diſciples, and followers, to obſerve'me bak 

herein. Again (3.) Tt is a commandement,whic This 

I give unto you, asa ſpecial token, and prins [til 

+ Gurnat ſedge. (Lt) He Was now raking his farewell if tg f 
Chriſtian them, and this was as the '17eakings of that mil Ways 
Arm. part wherewith he had fed them ; never dropt @ (wee f'0je 
2: P- 424+ diſcomrſt from his bleſſed lips. be ſaved hu b Noars 
 Whne till loft: He was now making his laſt wil, ſt to 
* and among other things, which he bequeaths o" bu, 
his Diſcipl:s, he takes this commandement, a 0n 
Father Wonld ds his ſcal-ring off his finger, al; nc 
gives it unto them Y this is not all; tor (4.)RÞY® 


_ gives it them, not barely as a commandemtn,Fi cum 
of Loye, p. but as a ew Commandement. A new communi 


618, ment give Iunte you. (4) Which is not - RU no) 
under* 


"mw towards the Children of Mew. 

CuMent underſtood, as if it were /o xew, a4 never to 
t Igin | have brey heard of befurez for itic was as old as 
You ſee | Moſes, written in the ancient Statutes and Re- 
cards, Lev.19.18. ' Nay, as 6/d as Adam,written 
rhitrer inthe Heart of Man, by Nature, as with the 
» do xc | point of 4 Diamond, in which reſpects it was-an 
ure + bit | «dcommanamen t: And yet new, (1.) Becauſe 
and ſer. | Excellent + for the Hebrews call that New , 
und of i which is ExcePent P ſal. 33.3. a new ſong there 


159 


NovumBe» 
braicd die 


 catur pbra- 


uſt legs | 840 excelent ſongs and a new commanadement (i, nun quia 
) Itis1 bere,is a moſt excellent commanament , as if he novum ſed 
, A COM had ſaid, I bave given you many command- 1414 pre» 


am yu ments, whiles I have been converſant with you, 
' to whos | Dutnow I give you ane, which is inſtar omni» 
ſpoken | , 0#e infead of all, one moſt excellent, this of 
.5.2 Pr, | 4%: - Again, new (2 ) Becauſe r:newedgthus 
;nd Ma | ie Jews uſe to ſpeak, that which is renewed, 
» Love ont | ey call new., thus Fer. 26, 10. the xtw gate 
»u , who ere , 5 the. gate that was but repaired, and 
, ſerve mt Iyk:36.26. the new heart is the rexewed heart. 
xt which | [8s commandement of loving one another, 
and priv |Anſt here calls a new commandment , com- 
—_ og forth nw ina ew edition, correFed, and 
"bat milk ['arged , correfted and amended, from the 
't 4 (tet (de gloſſes and corraptions of the Scribes, and 
4 bis bf rvſees : and exlarged trom his own example, 
; Laſt wil ittollowsin the next words; As I have lov. 
qutathe hn, that ye alſo love one another. Before ic 
ment, only;” 7 hex ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy 
pnger, an ; now it Is, Love one another, as I bave lov- 


or (4. )RKÞFI% And yet he hach not done, for (5. it 
1andemtn,f mmandment ſtrengthend with the moſt 
Motives, (1.) The firſt is in the words 
tw mentioned; That you love one _ 
ther 


Comman 


not robe 
under- 


ſtanti mis 


AC 


1Go The Tranſcendency of Chrifts Loy, 
ther, 4 I have loved you. This Motive is dram | , 
from his own example, his love which he hath | ;, 
ſhewed unto us , and there are two thinggin | x 
Chriſts example , which may engape ourlow | |, 
oneto another; for from his Love towarGus, f y 
(1.) We have the fronget? Reaſon and prount | ; 
xParticula for our love to Chriſtians, (x) So ſometake | « 
«od6; po- this At here, for Becauſe , as if the meaning | «+ 
mer «i were, Becauſe I have loved you, it it Favors, th 
5d eff quis and reaſonable, that you ſhould love one annie, | he 
ego vosdi= 1 bus he propounds his own love towardsm, | of 
texi, ided in taking our nature upon him, coming in fleſh, | [gy 
equum et 1;ving 10 lovingly and kindly among tholef toy 
#r 05 ith whom he coxverſed , and at length ſed: j we 
diligats, ing up all with his b/ood and death, as a firons | ow 
Gerh.Har, Obligation -to us , to love one another, | ur 
P. 855- and ſo indeed it is, What can be preater?f 9] 
y Gurnals Cy) What ſhould not the love of Chrif Commani owr 
Chriſtian 4 Chriftiun ? 5f it were to lay down his life fa] pay 
Armour, the brethren, would it be demed ? bow mwi[ 9 
Partz. Jeſs, when it is only to- lay dewn our ſtrifes thing 
P4248 aninſitics, and to embrace one another wlm!| gg, 
If Chriſt your Maffer and Lord, your Hew C 
and your King, hath thus loved you, whoatf (:,): 
but Diſciples, Servants, Members, and S#-| we, 
jets, much more ought you to love your terfer 
fellow [efvants,members,and [ub jefts, (2.) Wl ws r 
have the kigheſt and beſt Rale, and pattery fat erbs 
our love to Chriſtians. Chriſt: by his lorevl wg /; 
us, hath not only given us an Argument why, log, 
but alſo a Dire#%on how, we ſhould love one me 


another, and we are bound to conform il} 


him herein. He that ſaith, he abideth in Ciniþ 
enght binſclf alſe ſo te walk, as Coy 5 
WAH} 


—— 


towards the Children of Mer. 


walked, 1 Fohn 2. 6. and We muff walk in love, 
4: Chriſt alſo loved us, ſayes another Apoſtle, 
Epheſ. 5. 2. We' muſt: follow Chriſt in his 
love, though we cannot doit paſſibrs £qui;: 
We muft write after his copy, though we can- 
notmake ſuch fair CharaFers. We muſt love 
one another, as he loved ws, though we can 
never love as mach as he, in the ſante manzer, 


though we fall ſhore in the meaſure. (z) And ; Gerh: 
here chere are theſe things, in which our love #6: ſupra 
of Chriſtians, ſhould be conformable to Chriſts P: 355: 


love towards us. ( 7.) The love of Jeſus Chriſt 


towards us was a free love, he loved us when ,,aq. Dis 
we deſerved it not; without conſulting his vinity. 
own profit or aavantage, but only minding Part 1. in 


our ſalvation: and hereby he hath tavglie us 
0 love one another freely, not reſpeing our 


own profit, but the will and command ot God, y, x24 


paying it asa aebt, not eo purchaſe iO0Mme bene fit 
(00ur ſelves thereby, not /o:kirg at our own 
t»gs herein , but at the things ot others, the 
, on and benefit of thoſe whom we love,more 

an our own, 1 Cor. 10. 24. Philipps. 2. 4. 


(2.) The love of Jeſus Chriſt towards us, was a 4 


ge and reall love : he did not ſcion and can 
trfet a love to us, but did truly love us, it 
ms not complementall, but cordial! , it was not 
"ball, but reall. He went about doirg god, 
ad ſuffering evil , for our fakes, all his life 
lng, As 10. 38. Heb. 12. 3, and then g.4ve 
tmſelf for ws, his bleod, his Life, out ot his great 
Iweto us, Epheſ. 5. 2. and hereby he hath 
wht us to love one another ſincerely , and 
Pl rally withont diſſimnlation , Romans 12. 9. 
ket M #rifeign* 
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wnſcignedly, 1 Peter 1. 22. nt is word , an} 
in tongue oxly, but in decd, and tn truth all, 
x John 3. 18. There mult be a work and laby 
34 onr love, Thel. 1. J. Heb. 6. 10. ſo as that 
we muſt perform all offices of love and kindne; 
ro the Saints, Our love towards them ma} 
be expreſſed by /[ympatkizing with them inal 
conditions, Rejoycing with them that din. 
Joyce, and weeping with them that weep, Rot 
I2. 15. Diſtribating to the neceſſities of them 
that want, as we are able, and opportunity is 
offered to us, Rom. 12,13. Gal. 6. TO, 1 oh 
3.17. James 2.15.16. Bearing with them 
therr 3nfirmities, Gal. 6. 2, Forbearing of then 
and fereiving of them , when they offendy, 
Epheſ. 4. 32. Col. 3. 12, 13. Tea, lajin 
da our tives for the brethren, as the caſe may 
be, and ned lometimes requires, 1  ohn. 3.16, 
Rom. 16. 3,4 bil, 2. 17,98, We mukunt 
count our very lives 394 dear tor the brethren, 
a Cotton (a ) when the layirg of rem down may be [tr 
upon John 2jceable ts the 6 lory of God, and the good of hy 
kn Chnrch, ana th: ſy.rins of them would be rt 
Bel. Evid, J#4icial bath Wayes. (3.) The love of Jelw 
p 232, Chriſt towards us was a conſtast love. Havinſ 
lovea his own which wctre inthe world , he love 
them to the cd, John 13. 1, Whom Jeſus Chil 
ence loves, he loves for ever; nor do the ur 
kindneſſes of his Children tire him out, ard 
make him ceaſe Joving of them : They maj 
, _ make hm hide his face from them, but not Il 
o Herdeits bis heart againſt thet oo 
Poems. 4 G4 mtittoncm ; 
The Bag, (b) Storms arc the triumph of his art, 


P. 145, Well may he cloſe hi; eyes, but not his _ 


_0Ve 
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Now hereby he teacheth us to be conftart 
wm our love one to another, to continxe and 
pryſevere 1n our love to the end, Heb. 13,1. 

to abound and increaſe more and more, as 

the Apoſtle prayes, 1 The/. 3.12. Our love 
ofthe Brethren ſhould be perpernal and not be 
altered, interraptcd and abated by their petty 
mhinaneſſes, much leſle by the greateſt and 
molt miſerable change of their outward cox 
dtien , Proverbs, 17. 17. Thus have we from 
the love of Chrift, both a Reaſoz, and a Role, 
for our love to one another, and by both a 
frong obligation thereunto, (2.) The ſecond 
Motrve tt laid down inthe 35. verſe. By this 
ſtall all men know that you are my Diſciples , if 
on have love one to another. 1 his is the grand 

Charatter of Chriſtianicy, without which all 
our profeſſio will come to nothing. There 
isa great Emphaſis in the words, which tends 
to the ſtronger enforcing of that which he 
brings it for. /c) He doth not fay, Hereby 
jou forall be my Diſciples, but herely it ſhall be 
known , for we are made Diſciples by faith, 
but manifeſted to be lo by love. Nor doth he 
hay, hereby I ſhall knowrhat you are my Diſ- 
eples, for he knew all men, and needed not 
that any ſhould teſtifie concerning man, ſohn 2, 
24. 25. Nordoth he ſay, hereby you ſhall know 
that you are my Diſciples { though that be crue 
1 fohn 3. 14.) but tereby others ſhall know , 
Nor doth he ſay, hereby they ſhall 2heſſe and 
OnjeFure, but hereby they ſhall kxow, as by a 
ſure and infallible ſign, Nor doth he ſay, 
dereby your Diſciple/2ip ſhall be known, as 4 
M 2 ſpecial 
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ſpecial ſecret, to very ſew , bur as the Say in 
his Meridian, all men ſhall know it. Nor doth 
he ſay, that all men ſhall know , that you ate 
my Servants and brethren , but my Diſcipler, 
whiles you c6/erve my precepts, and follow m 
example , as Diſciples ſhould do. Nor doth 
be ſay, that hereby all men ſhall know, that 
You ſeem tobe my Diſciplesin a diſguiſe , but 
that you are /o without a fiftzon. Laſtly, he 
doth notſay, your Diſcipleſhip ſhall be known 
by the aſſembling your elves in the houle of 
Þrayer, your crying Lora, Lord, your ſhewing 


figns and wonders, working miracles, oy caſting 


out Devils in my Name , your being Orthodox 


in judgment, and jamping together 1 your oÞ6« 
niovs, but by this 1C ſhall be known as a Token 
which never failes, If 104 have tove one to ant 
ther. Sothac this !s :he Badge of Chriſtianity, 
1 Charitas and Charafer of every true Chriſtian, to love 
e#q1edwm one another, (d) n#uheut which all our Profeſ- 
forma 1s, ſion, Priviledges. and Performances, «re notbing 
[oP4n54- tn the acconnt of Chrit, One would think 
— — our Savor had by this time ſaid exoygh to en- 
alie fre £2ge all Chriſtians ro /ove one another , but he 
charitate hath not yet done; and therefore, if you paſl 
inſormes on tothe fifteenth Chaptcy, you will find hin 


fit, & W00ver it again, and again : In the twelfth 


| / h WT | s - 
pero verſe, fayes he, Thu i my Commanament, 
q l = 


| 2 ho] that you love one another, as I have lived you 
Rolloc. in (e) As if he would fignifie to them, that as he had 
Col.3- 14. one Diſciple, who went by the Name of the Di: 


c So ciple whom Jeſus loved : So he wonld have 4 
_ Dare darling Commandment , in which he takes ſomt 


fongular del ipht ;, and that this ſhould be it, Wh 
| T hu 
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Their loving one another, And for a Concluſion 
he goes Over it again in the ſeventeenth verſe, 
Theſe things I command you, that you love one 
awther, 1ntimating , that this oxe thing was 
al things, all that ever he had ken to them, 
and gives them in charge, vere either coms+ 
prebenaed in this, or to be referred to it, Thus 
our Saviour exjoyned and exforced this duty of 
beamong Chriſtians, this was his Dottrine 
which he preached to, and preſſed upon, his 
Diſciples, and in them upon our felyes: and 
ſhall we be ſo d:/ingenioms y as not to hearken 
tbohim, and obſerve him herein * Yet this 1s 
nt all, andtherefore, 


165 
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Sect. 4. 


(2.)FOnſider in the next place his Prayer The ſe- 

forut. Having preached it up ainong cord Mo. 
ls Diſczples on earth , 1n the Chapters fore- — 
nentioned, asif he were reſolved not to miſte —__ 
swork, he ſets upon praying i uown rom his mo h 
Faber in Heaves, in the leventeench Chapter 
mich contains his exce//ent Prayer, (f) and f Gurnall 
har he 5» /;ſfed moſt upon in his Sexmen , that #': ſupra, 
ke elargeth moſt upon in this Prayer. Love P+ 43%» 
ms the charge which he laid upon them , and 
vuty is the bleſſing which he begs of his Father 
irthem , verle the eleventh, Holy Father, 
tep through thy Name , thoſe whows thou haſt 


_— 


e owe as we are. A8 if head ſaid, Fathcr, did 


Meme; and why all this care ? that rbey may 


ever fall oxt ? , was there ever diſcord betwixt 
He: - 0 us? 


The third 


from 


Chriſts 
paſſion, 
g Gurinall 
thiden t 
p- 427. Prayer: [o he went from praying to paying job 
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as? why then ſhould they who are thine aud miy 
diſagree ? Soverie the 21. and again verk 
the rwenty third, he is pleading hard forth 
ſame mercy , and why ſo oft ? 15 it ſo hard] 
wrung from God, that Chriſt himſelf ny 
cup ſo often for it ? no,ſurc ; but as Chriſt yi 
of che voice that came from heaven, John n, 
30 This voice came not becauſe of me, but ſy 
our ſakes : So mult I ſay here, T his ingems 
vated zeal of Chrift, for his peoples unity an 
love, was for their ſakes, that ſeeing how mu 
his Heart was ſet upon thety loving one anathtr 
their hearts might alſu be more (et upon it, 
ſeth and purſueit, and that ſeeing how on 
an enemy he was to contentions and aivijuon, 
they might be [cared ſrem raiſing and fomntin 
thew. Anddoth ir not concern Chriſtians ty 
make that the matter of their ſydy and enda 
vour, which Chriſt made the matter of his 
prayer ? did he pray for Love and Unity ft 
us,and ſhall not we 5t#r:ve for it for our ſelves? 
Oh ! how ſad and diſmall a ſight is1t, to be 
hold Chriſtians, by their wrath and bittern 


again{t one another, to make , as much with? 


them lyes, the Prayer of Chriſt of #oac efelt! 
Surely, this would have ſome influence t0 the 


uniting of Chriſtian hearts in love , if it wet 748 
PPSTY 1, Ny” Fw 
more /e7z0rfly pondered by them. Yet his 6 he c 


not all, for, 


(3 ) Conſider, that he not only Preaching, 
and Prajed torit, butalſo Paidforit; (g)4 The 


he went from fgriachisg up love on earth by hy 
Strmen, to puiling it down from heaven | 
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and the price which be laid down for it, was his 
Bled. It's true, that onr Reconciliation with 
God, and Vnion with him, was the fir and 
chef ching , which he prrehall 4 tor l115 people 
by bis death and blood/hrd, by t yet he had in his 
eye alſo their -cconciliation arid union with one 
another, and next to thar, this was mainly in« 
ended by bim : For his Charch is his Houſe 
and Refting-place, Pial, 132. 123, 14. and he 
knew he ſhould cake but /1trle ref, 1 that were 
on fire by dev4ſcons and aiſſentions, It 1s Is 
Kingdom, Plal. 2. 6. and how ſhould his Laws 
fe obeyed, if all his Sybjefs were in an hab- 
wh againſt one another ? In a word, his 
Charch 1s a people, which he hath rakes out of 
the w:7/d for his Name, Acts 15, 14. that 1s, 
or bis Honogr, and Gl:zy, but he would have 
little credit to be the Head of a wrangling di- 
wed people. Andtheretore where he prays 
hatthey may be made perfe&? 5x one, John 17. 
23, he 1n(:{ts upon this as his great Argument, 
That the World may know that thou haſt ſent 
w Now that the kitrtnus of Chriltians to 
mberin Love, was vne great end of Chriſts 
#ath,is clear from Scripture, take a place or 
wo, Epyrſ. 1.10, The Apoſtle here ſhews, 
Thar this was the myſtery of Gods nill, purpoſed 
nhimſelf irom all Ercrmity, and pxbiiſhed by 
be GoFpel, viz. T hat h: :Tht oatner together 


CY 


woe all things 117 Chriſt , both which are 1: 
taven, and which are on car:9, even in him. 


The meanivg of which place is this (h) 7 hat h Ferguſ, 
tof Chriſt all things are ſcattered, and diſ- 9n we 
confuſed Chaos, place. 


ware, the whole world is 4 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
ana horrible confuſion, bat in and by bim, by ; 
JAerit, ard in his Boay, all his Ele (whether 
Argels or Men, whe her already glorified, or 
vet upon earth) who before were ſeparated ſro 
God, and one another, are recapitulated , and 
gathered toy ether into one ( as the word draw 
pzauemmu 15 well rendred ) that is, (i) Ar 
m.1de one With God by the union of Faith, aud 
one among themſelves by the union of Lov, 
as (k) Calvin oblerveson the place, Noy 
this was effected by bis Croſſe, as appears from 
the zext Chapter, where we have the matter 
morectcarly and fully proved: See Ephe/.1, 
I 4, 15, 16, Fer he 25 our peace, who hath mat: 
both one, &c. The main and principal intent 
ment of which words, is to ſet forth the efics 
cy of Chrilts Mediation, towards the effeRting 
of uaton, peace and reconciliation for the Sons 
of Men, according as they need ; To thi 
purpoſe, (1) Inthe beginning of the four 

eench verle, he in generall proclaims Jeſu 
Chrilt to be our peace. He # oar peace, thi 
ts, the Author and IVorker of our peace. 
Then,n the following words, he proceeds ut- 
ro thoſe particulars, in which we needed, and 
Chrift was made our peace, and they are two. 
(1.) Berween our ſelves mutually , and here 
hetnitancett in the greateſt breach and exmi) 
th2tever was, that berwixt Few and Gentil, 
this is in par: of the fourteenth and the whole 
nicecnth verle, (2.) Between God and us, inte 
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fixteenth verſe. In the handling of theſe, he 
lyes down the Parts and Means of accolnp!:- 
ſhing both , and obſerves a-notable para lc 
thereins 

The Parts ofthe Peace made among our 
ſelves, fews and Gentiles, aretwo. 

(1.) Poſitive. Aaking both one, verie four- 
_ Making of twain one weW man , verie 
fiſteen, He made peace betwixt them , by 
uniting a diffant, different, and divided people. 
And here you may note, (1.) The Nezrne(s 
of #03. (m) He doth nor lay,Oxe people, 
but One man, to frgnsfie ihe ftrietne(s of tbe 
Union , not of Citizens of the ſam? City (o 
much, as of Members of the ſame Body, having 
we Head, to wit, Chriſt , and as it mire one 
Sogl, to wit, ns Hely Spirit, And then you 
may further note, (2.) The Way of accompl1i. 
ſhino this Union , (» ) which was not by 
moulding them up rogerh: r tn the ſame condition, 
wiereis he then found them , but by chanting, 
creating anew ana renenerating of th:m firſt, 
qd then uni/1ng them, and therefore if ; ni 
laid ©: MAKE one man, but ore New man, 0 
making peace ;, Chriſt beo'ns chis Reco: xciliation 
at Renovation, 

(2 a Privative. And that 1 1s by raking away 
the occaſion and cauſe of the diff rence, Who 
hath broken drwn the middle al of Partition 
between #5, ha:4ng abclithed the enmity , even 
the Law of Commandments contained in Orai- 
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# Ceremo= wances , verſe the fourteenth and fifteenth. 
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This Law of Commandments were thoſe Rite; 
and Ceremonies, unto which the 7ews were 
bound by the Lord under the 0/4 Teſtament : 
(0) Theſe were 4 Wall of partition betwixt the 
Zews and the Gentiles, whereby they were {e- 
paratcd and diſtinguiſhed one from another, 


And they werethe Exmity,that is,the ground of 


the Enmity, that was betwixt them, tor which 
chey were ſet one againſt another, (p) the 
7ew deſpiſing theGentile,and the Genti/egzati 
the Few, upon the account of thenk 
Jeſus Chriſt aboliſhed, and took away, 
to zxire the differing parties , and make peace 
betwixt them. | 

By way of Proportion hereunto, the Part; 
of the Peace betwixt God and us, likewiſe two. 
(1.) One Poſitive, Reconciliation. That ht 
might reconcile both unto God in oxe Body, verle 
the ſ:xreenth, that is, that he might make up 
the breach, diſtance, and eftranyvement , which 
ſir had made, and bring xs intg that ſtate of 


. Amity and friendſhip, which we once enj'Jes; 


for thatis the notion of Reconciliation, as15 0Þ- 
lerved (q) by a /earned man. Where the phralc 
of riconciltns 15 in one boay is obſervable; 
intimating (layes ( ) one) T hat Chrif mre- 
conciling us 10 God himſelf, carried it ſo, and 
aid it under ſuch a conſideration and reSþ(, 4 
neceſſarily drew on,and involved our reconculials 
0 one with another. ( 2.) The other is Prevative, 
and that is, Slaying the Enmity , removing 
that which was the caxſe and occaſpon of the 


acy,und diffcrence berwixtGod and us,whici 
was 
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wagonly fs, which our Saviour tcok apon him- 
ſelf, and thereby took, away. 

Now, the Means of accompliſhirs both 
theſe is oze, and the ſame, though aiver ſly 
expreſled. In his fleſh, veric the fitteenh, by 
the Croſſe , verle the ſixteenth , by hs blood, 
verſe the thirteer.th , which comes all co ore, 
for this peace, both with God and one ancther, 
was wrought by the 4/0c4 which he ſhed, and 
the aeath which he ſuffered on the Croſſe. 
By all which you fee that Chrilts eze in his 
ſuffering was upon the reconciling of 14320 
man , as well as of man to God. Now ( that 
I may bring this home to my preſent purpoſe ) 
1s there any thing , that can be deſired, more 
rfeftual to unite the hearts of Chriſltiars rope- 
ther in love, than the conſiceration of the 
Price, which our Lord Jeſus laid down fur che 
purchaſe of it? How can you ( Chriſtians ) 
expe the fruit of Chrilts Geath in Reconcilye 
ation to God, if you mind nor the other fruit 
of Reconciliation to his people ? How un- 
worthy a thing were it for you, to vphold that 
mmity ore againlt another , which Chriit 
ame T0 f ut away, and to pt away that Peace 
and /ove which he came to parchaſe ? Did it 
cofe him fo much, even his Blood, his Life, to 
ſappreſſe the one, and advaxce the other , and 
would it not be a ſhame for Chrifitans, by their 
indulged cnmitics and aximoſitics againſt one 
another, to make (as much as in them lyes) 
the Croſſe of Chriſt cf none effett, and his blood 
{be ard in vain? Conſider this; and thar 
Jus Chriſt may not /coſe this fruit of his gen 
CO 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſls Love 
coſt for your good, ſee that yove love oxe ayg. 
ther. 1 have yet one conſideration more to 
propound to you, which ſhould be of no ſmall 
weight, wich ſuch as profeſle themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, and it isthis, » 
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Onſider, That one main end of his iy- 
Motive 4 ſtituting the great Oratnance of the 
from his Sypper was for the »pholding and confirming of 
mos. mutual Love among Chriſtians. (\) This 
\Reyn, Me Sacrament Ly 45 it were,the ſinew of the Charch, 
dit. onthe whercby, the faithful, bring all animated by the 
Sacre. cap. ſame Spirit, that makes them one with Chriſt, 
14-P- 193 axe knit together in a bond of peace, (t) ASit 
&c Ne 
w45 appointed to b: a ſeal of the Covenant of 
race, between God and as, ratified thereby : 


Thefourth ( 4.) 


t Good wins 


Peace» 
maker, ſo alſo to be'a Communion, the higheſt out- 
P-41. mwardpleage , andratification, and teſtimony of 


love and amity, among the members of Chriſt 
themſelves. Thac it 1s fo, is cicar enongh, 

C1.) From thar of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10.19. 
For we being many, art oxe bread, and oxe body, 
for we are all partakers of that one bread, The 
very Elements (1ignifie Union, One bread , 2nd 
One cupgimport one Body. Though naturally 
their parts were ſeparated in ſeverall grains, and 
grapes, yet are they by the art of man moulded 
together, and maae up into one artificial body, 
conſiſting of divers homogenious parts : \0 
Chriſtians, naturally as diſjoynted in their afſt- 
tons as their beings, are, by the powerful 
operation 
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eration of C briſts Spirit, united into one ſpiri. 
tal body, 4 Symbole, and confirmation where. 
o, they have inthis Sacrament, for by partaking 
ofthis one bread , they are evidenced to be One 
Bread, as the Sign, aud One Boay, as the thing 
fenified. And therefore the ſame Apoſtle tells 
, inthe 11. Chapter, verſe 18, 20. that 
tecauſe of their dsviſions and diſſentions , 
hough they did come together , it was not to 
ut the Lords Sapper, their very a1v5fions croſ- 
i” the e219 of its inſtst ation. 

'(2.) This appears likewiſe from the very 
if of eating aud drinking , 4s at a Common 
fruſt. (4) It is generally krown , that among 
il Nations, 7ews and Gentiles, their feaſting 
wether hath been for a ſign of unity, conjunttion 
minds, and friendly ſociety. Hence it is that 
il our Compares and Fraternities in Cities 
hve their Gx1/d: balls, where they meer, and 
Fuſfts likewiſe at certain times, for the main» 
wining of Iove and amicable correſpondence. 
ſherefore this Sacrament was called by the 
Incients, Synaxis, a collettion, gathering to- 
ſtber, Or aſſembling the taithfull, namely 10 
vihart VU nzey, which Chriſt by his Merits 
urchaſed, by his Prayer obtained, and by 
is $p:114r wrought in them, 

(3.) This wakes that Sacrament agreeable 


vis Type, the Fewiſh Paſſover, which was not 
Itly a Feaſt of Kemembrance,but alſo a Feaſt of 
we. Jr was Commanded to be one whole 
lamb, and eaten in one Family, and not to 
ave oe boxe of it broken, to (ipnifie that there 
aould be all V*ity,and no Schiſm,or Rapture, 
in 
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her, this bleſſed Communion being a ſacred 
Seal, not only of the union which we have with or 
Had by Faith, but alſo of our Conjunttion with 
th other members of the body by Love. And 
therefore it is a lamentable thing, to beheld how , © 
this Holy Sacrament , Which was ordained by parc 
Chriſt to be a bond , whereby we ſhould be knit co 20s. 
weether in unity, 1s by Satans malice, and the pant nu- 
corrfption of Mans ds{poſition, ſo ſtrangely per» ? rem 
verted the contrary way , that it is made the Preguens 
mincipall occaſion of that weefull diſtrattion, yore 
which we ſee among Chriſtians at this day, and cre Cine 
the very fell of endleſſe ſtrifes and contentions. 0ccaſronc, 
feloved ! theſe things o#oht not ſo to be, 19 Piee 
though ſo they have been , and ſtill are, and ay: 
0h-! that Chriſtians would at length /ay it ro - Sina 
kart, that Chriſts end and deſign, in this Orat- culum eſſe 
Munce, may be accompliſhed by their mutzal dectbat , 
hve one to another, and diſappointed by their 7 7a 
lifferences and diſſentions. Now lay all thefe _ 
: iſtraht. 
bogether, Chriſts Preaching and Prayer, and Caly, E- 
Paſhon, and appointing this Ordinanee for the piſt. fol. 
hiring of Chriſtians hearts together in love, (mm) 
md judpe you, whether they are nor a ſuffici- ?*S+ 246* 
nt ob/3g ati071 tO all thoſe, who profeſs his Name, 
ive taſted of love from him, and bear any real 
e to him again, to ſee that they love one 
anther with a pure heart fervently, 1 Pet. 1.22. 
With the heart, ſincerely, and unfeignedly, with- 
Wt complement, bypoersſie , or difÞ mutation. 
With a pare heart ;, pure in it ſelf, being puri- 
fed by faith, AQs. 15. 9. purified in obeying 
Me truth through the Spirit, 1 Pet. 1.21, pure 
Mts love, loving not for carnal, but holy ends, 
and 
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and ſeeking the ſo,a/-good of one another in the 
firſt place. And all this fervently; the word is 
xre&s, (a) which notes both the Intention of 
love, that it be with all the might, ant like. 
wiſe the Extentiou of love, that it be conſtant 
without ceſſation or interruption. Thus ſhould 
Chriſtians love one another, and that for Chriſt 
ſake, who hath deſerved and doth expe# it at 
our hands, to whom we cannot better expreſ; 
our love at this diſtavce, than by loving thoſe, 
who ſtandin fo near 4 relation to him, and 
are placedin ſuch vicinity to us, that they may 
be called his Proxics, to receive the fraits of 
our love to himſelf, in his abſence , fromus, 
And therefore, tor a cloſe, pive me leaveto 
renew my Exbortation to you, and to beſeech, 
yea conjure you , in the words of the Apoſtl, 
Paul to his Philippians, Chapter 2. 1, 2. [f 
there be therefore any conſolation #n Chriſt, if 
any comfort of love , if any fellowſhip of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies , fulfill y 
my joy , that you be like minded, having tl 
ſame love, bring of one accord , of one minde, 
You ſee it's /ove, and wnity,and wranimity(the 


Subje&t which I have in hand) which heſ' 


exhorts unto, and Oh ! how eloquent andem- 
phaticall, how ſtreng and cogent is he inthokk 
arguments which he uſech tor the preſſing of 
it, I am perſwaaed (ayes (6b ) one) that ther 
is ſcarce in all the Scripture to be found #8 
Exhortation, wherein the dxties required are [tt 
on with more invincible obſceration , with mart 
melting and conquering perſwaſion, than 
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arts (ſayes ( 2) another) he ſeth a kind of cut Phi. 
bely charm and inchantment, | believe, Per + Uippenſinm 
fwaſion it ſelf , comld not ſpeak more perſwa- 7 


compune 
5 where there are As many weapons as w_— 


jr | 
words, able to work upon azy heart not poſſeſt mans, "0 


wh an_iron finew. Letus take a ſhort view ſino -uſus 
of his Arguments, eſt? Ipſe 
If there be any Conſolatiin is Chriſt } ſuadeeree 
(d) Wheye z there Conſolation , but in and by yg logs 
C riſts who 1 called the Conſolation of Irael, AO. 
Luke, 2. 25. and wherein ſtands this C onſola- GOL TID = 
thy by ham , but in being OKY Peace-maker Tipe, ubt 
making peace ard accord betwixt God and man, | net 
twixt a man and himſelf, and 6:twixt Man —— 
mdMan? Here lyes the Spring of all your Com rats goers 
fort, and if you have drawn Waters of Conſola- Mos neſtros 
bow bence with joy, and Wenld draw more percellant, 
k like-minded, having the ſame love; for vow 1oicint> 
(ay your expcet Comforts from Chriſt , if you neat. Mare 
mmſter d:{comforts wnto one anoticr ? ron1/eat en» 
If any Comfort of Love | If you have ever "a de pace 
fund ſweetneſs in the love of God, in the love 2*urand. 
if Chriſt, in Brotberly love, If you ever receiy- —_ - 
Wromfort by my love to you, if you deſire 10 re- Ks. 6h 
Wn 41) comfort back, by your love to me, ſhew d Reynolds 
te power of thas love , which ts 10 anite the #% #04 
nnd, bearts, ſouls, judgments, and affettions ** *7? y_ 
if Brethren one unto another , through want 


pereof, Jou will deprive yoar ſelves of one of LY Core 
the. [* \eeteſt comforts of Chriſtianit 7. f Job.16 s 


If eny - fellowſhip of the Spirit | If you know, $3 The. 
Un have expers need woarit is to have(e) Come 2+ 13. 
#nnion with the Spirit in bu (1) Convincing, 7” 

(p) Santiffing, (hb) Teaching, (i) Leading, - or 
| N St renpgth- pn 


£6 


b John144C 
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& Rom. 8. (k) Strengthening, (|) Comforting , and (m 


26, 
[ John 14. 


Zech '12, 
Lo. 
{Ia.11+- 24 
q Johnrs., 
13s. 

1 lla,11-2, 
& 2 Tim, 
OT. 

/ John 14, 
I6, 

rt Rom. S, 
16s 

z Ephcſ, 
285 

x ver{c14. 
3 1Cor.12z 
4 7,11z12s 


12. 
Epheſ. 4. 
354553 6, 
I5, 16, 
Col.2.19, 
{Epheſ, 4 
3023 15332» 
Mat.12. 
2ZF, 


. Con firming influences, 4; 4 Spirit of (n) Wi 


dom and Revelation, as a Spirit of (0) Grace 
and Holineſs, as a Spirit of (p) Counſel and 
Knowledges. as a Spirit of (q) Truth, «« 


. Spirit of (x) Might and Power, as the({) Com 


forter, as a (t) Witneſſe, and (u) Seal, and 


'4 (x) Earneſt, If you have ever ound the benefit 


of Communion of Saints , an know what it is 
to bave fellowſhip with them un rhe ſame Rela. 
tions, Principles, Ends, Intereſts, Gifts, Grazes, 
Ordinances, Providences, Priviledges, Hopes, of 
which (y) the Spirit of Chriſe is- both the Fin- 
culum , and Viviculum, knitting ana uniting 
the whole Body. of Saints to their Head, and 
the Members one te another , furniſhing ever) 
Member with ſupplies , and infiueucing Wu 
life and power , for communicating of theſt 
ſupplies fer the.good of one another , and of th 
whole. If theſe things are ſo, aud you hav 
any ſciſe and experience. of them , it will be 
your great concurnment to love one another, 
becauſe, as there is nothing doth more further 
and ſtrengthen your fellowſhip with the Spirtt 
and by the Spirut with one auother , than Lot 
doth , ſo there is nothing doth (z) more Wed* 
hen and obſtruft bath, than diviſions and diſſes 
HOxs. 

If any Bowels, and Mercies | In Chriſ 
towards you, if bu tender heart have been wilt 


| open to refreſh you. In you towards me , if you 


have any ſympathie with 4 ſuffering Apoſtle, 
with a Father in bonds. In me towaras yu; 


if you have ever found in me the compoſſn 


c 
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s Father. In you towards your Brethren, 
if you will not be like Judas , 4 Diſciple with- 
ot Bowels, whoſe Bowels puſhed ent, a Bro 
thy without Natural affettions , ' ſhew this 
tender beartedneſſe in being like-minded one to 
ether, having the ſame love. The Bowels are 
wapped round as it were within. one another, 
ud ſo ould the hearts and affftions of be- 
levers be. 

Falfill ye my joy ] Afliftions T have enongh 
dready , Jeu need not by your diſſ:ntions add 
mre, A Priſoner is bonds, expetiing tlc ſine 
ace of Death , the ſword of Perſec;:tion, but 
theſe things trouble me not, I can vejiice in 
Dungeons un Bonas, in Deaths, 4 it go well with 
th Charch of Chriſt, I prefer Jervſalern above 
lverty, and life, and my chi:feſt joyrs. This 
wala cumnlate and compleat my afflidtions, 
the wonld be heavier than my chain , darke? 
than wy priſon, ſharper than my ſword , 
writ than a*Nero unto me, if y0: my Chil- 
tes ſh:uld wound my ſoul with yonr diff cations. 
(0d bath uſed me as a means of much j1y to or, 
nufing me as an Tiſtrument to adminiſter the 
lmſolations of C Fs , the Comforts of Love, 
* Fellowſhip of the Spirit, the Bowel: of Chyie 
Manity,unto you: And God bath uſed Jon 0s 4 
ans of much joy tare. Toar fellowſhip tn the 
Wfpel, my 1:1 Chapter 1. 4, 5. Tozr faith in 
(if, Jorr readineſs to ſuffer for bs Name, 
bw jof. Ton care of me, and [uppiyinag my 
Mats once , and again, my j:y, Chapter 4. 
0,16. Theſe things are the beginnings of joy. 
Wald je Compleat vt ? would you n the my ſont 

2 «A 


run 


ifYo The Tranſcendency of Chrifts I ove 
run over with comfort * Would ye Crown. me 
with Glory and fo) ? O then, mind the ſame 
things, have the ſame love, and then I bay 
all, I abound, and am jull. ' There 15 no greater 
joy 10 a Miniſter of the Goſpell, thaw to heay that 
his Chilaren walk in the Truth, John 3,4, 
You ſee how the Apoſtle fills bis mouth wich 
arguments, that the hearts of theſe Philippian, 
might be filled wich /ove one towards another, 
And ] ſhail reſume all that hath been ſaid inty 
an heap of Arguments, for the re-inſorcing of 
this duty. There i Conſolation in Chriſt, there 
is Comfort of Lowe , there #s a Fellowſhip of the 
Spirit, there are Bowe!s and Mercies , there 5; 
the jcy of many faithful Miniſters of the Goſpul 
to be fulfilled, there is a great Ordinance in ow, 
main end of ut to be obſerved there the Purchaſ, 
of Chriſt; Blood to be obtained, there 15 his Pray 
er to be anſwered, and ſealed, there 1s/ his Ex. 
ample to be imitated , there is his Leve to be 
returned , there 1s his Cemmanament to be 6 
beyed, there is our Diſcipleſhip to be manifeſted 
in the truth and power of it , and therefore i is 
but tquall and riaſouable, nay [imply ntceſſar) 
for all thoſe, who bear the Name of Chriſtzans, 
to love one anether, and I beſeech you, dy it, 
ya, abound and increaſe more and more; And 
the Lord, whe is the God of Love and peach, 
2 Cor. 13. 11. make you to mncreaſe and abound 
in love ont towards another, and towards all men, || uy 
To the end he may ftabliſh your hearts unblame |, 
able in hilineſs before God, even onr Father, at te 
the coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt with all bu Þ,.. 
Saints, 1 Thel. 3. 12, 13, which _— ” oY 
4) 
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{ail of here upon earth, yet this is ſome relief, 
and comfort , thit it ſhall be fully and com» 
pleatly obtained in heaven, where all darkneſs 
ſhall. be removed trom the minds of Gods 

ple, and all corr»prion from their hearts, , 5; ayn 
the cauſe of preſent ſfrifes and contrntions, and amplins in 
nothing but /ove and' concord thall ſway and bs terres 
hear rule for ever; where Lmber and Zine va _ 
iu, and all diſſenting Brethren , ſhall te COD 
'nade friends, and agree well together, as (a) yiemus,ubi 

es wrote inaLetter to Chytrexs, alittle Luthero 

kefore his death ; where not only the wound £7 Zuin” 
{contention is cared, burthe ſcary, which is 8/1997ime 
ere ofc left upon the place, is not to be ſee Mabel 
there, to 4s{figare the beanty Of its ret, and Adam. in 
pace; the conſideration whereof hath made vitd Iryn, 
(b)lome pious, precious louls weary of earth, page $79- 
md willing to be diſſolved, wiſhing and deſiring j,2vtn nf 
he wings of 4 Dove, (with the Prophet David, ji; jixis 
alm. 55 6. ) that they might flee away and be migraturit 
reſt, in chat place, where there 55 4 Reſt re- eſjc ad Ec 
nenins for the people of God, as from all clepam, ns 
uber evils , ſo from this of divi/iors and di/- 210;Fee , 
ſmtions, among Brethren, Heb. 4. 9 —_— a 

And chus much ſhall ſuffice to have been brabitur. 
hoken concerning the firſt Afﬀe&ion, Love tro MclanQs, 
tk Lird iis , on whom 1 have piven the ©——_ Pe 
bager Azcendance, and ſerved with che more $34 ,, 

brevi in 

udeſiam Culeſtem migraturum eſſe procul remotam ab illis fus 
Wy que nurcs Eccleſnam borribiliter twibant, ldem. pag, $14, 
Fx ex bac vita migrare propter duas cauſas: (1) tt fruar de- 

a0 couſpett Filiz Dei , & Celeſtis Eccleſie : (2) wt liberer 
Melch, Ad, 


0 inmanibus, ex implacabilibus odizs Theotogorum, 


N 3 


o Jr, Strigel, p. 427. 
[olemantty , 


AC 
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folemmty, becauſe of her Royalty, as Quyey 
Regent 1nthe ſoul; As for thereſt, which are 
her Train of Handmaids , waiting or her, 
I ſhall az/patch them with the more eaſe and 
brevity , yet can I not wholly omit them, 
foraſmuch as Love her ſelf is not complex 
without chem. Briefly thus, | 


HAS Bſc2BDBBSS 
CHAP. IX. 


21 Hat your Love to the Lord Jeſu, 
Shathoogd run towards him by Deſire , and ve 


the firſt 0» him by Delight, which (a) it is proper 
Dire&ion, for !rue Love to do. Know him fo, as to 
abouraffe- jgye him, and love him ſo, as to deſire him, 


— and delightin him. 


of Chriſte | ; DS | 
Love, a Amor currit per deſiderium , quieſcit per gaudinm, 


Sect. 1. 
Thar ir be GT E T your Love to Chriſt ru» towards 
accompa. | hin in de ſores earneſt, hangring 5 and 


nied with thtrſting, Celircs after Vion, and Communion 
Defire. © with him. The ridings which you have ofhin | 
= _ inhis word, as the Deſpre of all Nations , (d) 
"he viace agg 2- 7- becauſe of his deſirableneſs 


p. 26, himſelf , 4nd iu compariſon of other things, 
SEE) | DEE Cant, 


towards the Children of Men. I 85 
Cant. 5. 10. 16. Proverbs 2, | 

(c) abſolute need which all aces omygae rr e Drpanes: 

- the 3 ont tus cuntiis 

how, they can netthey lyve comfortably, nor yentibus 
fie happily, as being without God, and Sithoas dicitur 
hoe, ſo far as they are without Chrijt, Ephel, quovia om- 
212. and becanſe of his gefire towards Sock nes genges 
19 do them good, and communicate of his ſulneſs ys as 
rhem , Prov. 8.31, Cant. 7. 10» this ſhould mages I 
render him de firable unto you, whatever he ptzone wul- 
in the chowghts and effeem of the blind, un: um dic 
hiuving world , Iſatab 53. 2. and ſhould gevant, & 
nake him-a@nafly de fired by yon, even by al unaquegs 
of you, that you may tf and ſee how good nt ug 
md gracious, how loving and lovely he is, 24ture ap. 
Plalm. 34. 8. And every raff which any of petit 1d 
- who k»ow, and love, and believe in him quo maxi- 
ave had of his ſweerneſs and fulneſs, ſhou! F erg 
ſet you on /onging for more, not with Joc ORE 
pew, as at firſt, bur with pleaſure, Know d Amor eſt 
Chriſt therefore ſo as to love him , and 29445  , 
hve him lo as ro (4a) long after him I long nmis quo 
to know him more , long to /ove him 'more OI fre 
long to exjoy him more on earth, till your ore 
twwleage, love,and longing, ſhall be perfeftl tur ammus 
ſatisfied in heaves.' (e) Indeed a Chriſtians Joc in Deumy 
mite is fayed with what be hath from Chriſt jg 210m 
fir a Viaticum in nis preſent pil ne ypthon: ugg 
but 5t 5s not fully ſari | (9/4. 
fally ſatisfied , rill he come home to quiets. 


ts own-Conmry and. Fathers Houſe, in which Aug.de 


felpect our preſent life 1s but a life of defrres civ. Det. 


incompariſon, and the li/e to come moſt pro- "3"; 


perly the life of enjoyments. 28.p.677 


Whiles the men & Lef.de 
| 4 ſum.bono. 
liba,cap-11.p,301402, & Siſtitur appetit xs in vidoatiatur in pat rid, 
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of the world make choyce of many things 
ro be the objeits of their deſireq ,' do you 
pitch wpon Chriſt, who alone 15 ſufficient to 
ſatisfie your defires, which all other things ne. 
ver can, When you hear many ſay , Who 
pill ſhew us any good , and place that good in 
ſome outward thing ? do you with David lay, 
Lerad ! lift thou wp the light of thy countenanc; 
#pou me , Plalm. 4.6. Whom have I in he 
ven but thee ! and there is none on earth that 1 
de ſire beſides thee, Plalm. 73« 25» (f ) Lt 
Dtotrephes ſay, 1t is good for me 10 have the 
prebemixence, Judas, It s5 good for me to bear the 
Bag : Demas, 1t is good for me to embrace thi 
preſent world; But do you conclude with David, 
Pſalm. 73. 38. Ir 5s good for we to dra nigh 
zo God, Andin drawing nigh to him, let your 
ſouls follow hard after him, Plalm. 63. 8. Panti- 
ing after kim , as the Har: panteth after the 
Water brooks , Plalm. 42. 1. Thirſting, and 
loyging for him as the dry and thirſty land for 
wat:r, Plalm, 63. 1. Thus pant and thirf, 
and loyg. for his manifeſting himſelf to you in 
meatats communion in graces Let him kiſt 
we with the kiſſes of bis mouth, Cant, 1.2. Sta 
me with Flagons, cemfort me with apples , fi 
Iam ſick of Love, Cant. 2.5. Let my beloved 
come into his Garaen,and eat his pleaſant ſru#t, 
Cant. 4. 16. Make haſt, my beloved, and bt 
thou like 4 Roz or a young Hart upon the mount 
tains of ſpices, Cant. 8. 14. And (2,) for his 
comzng tOtake you up into immediate comme 
2iou with himſelf in Glory. O ! when ſtall 1 
come ang appear befere Ged in Glory | Page 

| < C 


gs, fr 
beloved 


 ſrugs, 


 tawards theChildren of Men: 135 
When wilt thou ſhew me the path of life, that I 
wma come into thy preſence , where is ſulneſs of 
joy, 4nd pleaſures for evermcxe, Pſalm. 16, 11. 
When ſhall T behold thy face in righteouſneſs, ſo 
at to be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs, Pſalm. 17.15. 
T defire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, 
phil, g-23- Even ſo come Lord feſus, come 
quickly, Revel,22. 20. I conclude this inthe 
words of that Deveurt Soul——— 
Come, Lord,my head doth burn, my heart is fick , Herbents 
While thou doſt ever, ever ſlay: © Poems 
Thy long deferrings wound me tothe quick, Momep- 
My Spirit geſpeth night ang day. mn 
O ſhew thy ſelf to me, 
Or take me up to thee ! 


—_— __ 


Sect. 2. 


(2)} ET. your Love to Chriſt ref on him with Des 
by Delight. It you love him whom light. Ml 

jon have not ſeen, then, though now you ſee kim 

wt, yet believing, rejoyce with joy nuſpeakable, 

«4 full of Glory, 1 Peter 1.8. If Chriſt bath 

hrogg ht Jo into his Chanpbers, remember his 

love. more than wine, ſo as tobe glad, and re- 

ce in him, Cant. 1.4, If be hath brought 

jou into his banqueting hewuſe, and his banner 

wer you bath been love, fit down wander his 

adow with great delight, and let his fruit 

be ſweet to your taſt, Cant. 2. 3. 4. ſay with 

David , Plalm 116. 7, Return 10 thy Ref 

0 my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 

tally with me, Icall for no more = _ 

ands 
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hands in'this, than the Apoſ/e doth of his be- 
loved Philippians, and inthem of all Chyifi, 
ans, Phil. 4. 4. Rejcyce in the Lord alng, 

* and again T ſay rejojce;, in which words you 
4 4 ſee both, Who: ts, that is to be the 0bje# of 
a Chriſtians joy ; not himſelf,” nor the world, 
nor the creatzre, but the Lord, the Lord Feſu 
Chriſt, and alſo How he is to rejoice in him, vin, 
Greatly and Abundantly , Rejoyce ;, and again 

rejoyge;, and continually , rejoyce in the Lind 

alway : Atall times, in'all conditions, unto the 

ena. Nor is all this required without ſufficient 

reaſon, for as Good is the objef of Foy , ſv 

Jeſus Chriſt is /ach a good, as renders him 1 

moſt adequate ejefF of the joy and' delight of 

gScetheſc all his people (g). (1.) He is a Good ever preſent 

4 particu- yyith them, Lo,l am with you alway, Mat. 28.20, 

_- = I wall not leave you comfortleſſe , I will cometi 

ned in D. ye John 14. 18. Heis bodily abſent , but þ6- 

Reyrolds ritmally preſent, in his Ordinances, and by his 

Sermonots Fpjrir he is ever among them, to walk 5n them, | 
Phil. 4. 4+ 2s in his Houſe and Temple, 2 Cor. 6. 16. Rev, | id 
Pr Bagoic. » 1. ro manifeſt himſelf to them, to ſup with 
| them,and make his abode withthem as his friend) 

and favorites, John 14.21,23.Rev.3.20 (2.)H } 
1 isa molt Precions Good ;, not an ordinary com- 

»ou Good, which ifa man want he may com 

penſate with ſome other thing , but a Treafw: 
and Pear! of higheſt price , in whom are ##-F# 
ſearchable riches, Ephel. 3. $. Hidden Trth- 
ſ#7+5, Col. 2. 3: In compariſon of whom all v- 
th:y thiegs are bat loſſe and dung, Phil. 3. 7,5 
r10!t prectoms 3n the eyee of his people, 1 Pet. 2.7. #5 
2r:c41:15 in his own immediate exvelleneics, Th fn, 
chi 
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chiefeſt of ten thouſand, Cant. 5. 10. precious 5n 
the reþefts be bears to us; in the ſweet and in- 
timate relations of an Hasbana, Head, $avieur, 
Brother, &c, precious in the great things he 
bath done for ns, in the rich /xpplics of grace 
and peace he doth beilow upon us , in the 
high 43gnity whereunto he advanceth us, &c. 
(3. ) He is a ful avd ſufficient Good for his 
jeople. There is in Chriſt lomething propoy- 
tonable to all their wants, He is Bread, 
Fine, Milk, Living water to feed them, Ilaiah 
55-1. John 6.5. cap. 7.37. Heis a Garment 
righteouſneſs, to cover and adorn them, Vaiah 
61.10, Rom. 13.14. a Pyſician to heal them, 
Mat. 9. 12. A Connſellor to adviſe them, Iaiah 
q6. A Captain to defend them, Heb. 2. 10. 
A Prince to Rule, a Prophet ro Teach, a Prieft to 
wake Atonement for them. A Husband to rro0- 
ef, Father to Proviae, a Foxndation to Sup- 
jert, a Root co Duicker, an Head to Gmide, 2 
Treaſure te Enrich, a Sun to Enlighten,a Foun- 
Win to Cleanſe, Acts 5. 31. Ads 3. 22, Heb. 
10, 11,12. 21« Iaiah 54. 5. Iſaiah 9. 6. Heb. 
211, 1Cor. 3. 11. Revel. 22.16. Mal. 4.2. 
tech. 13.1. Astheone Ocean hath mere Wa- 
ts than all the Rivers in the World,and one Sun 
wore Light than all the L,aminarics in heaven : 


one Cbrift is mere All to a poor ſoul, than if 


#bad the All of the whole World a thouſand 
mes over. (4.) He is a moſt pare Good, with- 
Many mixture of droſſe, or bitterneſſe,to abate 
"eerrwpt the excellency of it. A Lamb with- 
wt fot, 4nd blemiſh, 1 Pet. 1.19, He did no 


; neither was guile found in by mouth, 
| Þ | 1 Pet. 
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1 Pet. 2.22. Holy, barmleſſe, undefiled, Heb, 
7. 26, Never any believer fonnd any thing in 
him, for the which to repeve of making choyce 


of him. Even the ſevereſt things of Chriſt ar; 


matters of joy unto his ſervants. If he make 
them ſorrowfull, their ſorroW is turned im joy, 
John 16, 20. his very Toke #5 eaſee , and Bur 
aen light, Mat. 11. 30. his Commandments not 
grievons, 1 ſohn 5. 3. nay his very Croſs, and 
affliftions, matter of choice, of joy, of gloviation, 
of triumph, Heb. 11. 25, 29. AQs 5.41, Rom, 
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5. 3. Rom. 8. 37. andif his ſufferings are {6 {| 


ſweet, oh then, how glorious are his Conſole 
tions ? (5 )Heis the rareſt Goodin the world, 
his whole Name is Wonderfall, Tlaiah 9.6 his 
whole diſpenſation myſterious, 1 Tim. 3. 16, 
The invi/eble God maxifefted, a Sow born of « 


Virgin , the Law-prver mgae under the Lay, Þ 


the Lord of Glory, who thought it no robbery 10 
be equall with God, humbled, emptied , in the 
form of a ſervvnt, reckoned among tranſpreſſors, 
without form or comlineſs , rejefted, Lbiſuh 


put ro ſoame, 4 man of ſorrows, a dead ma | 


raiſed by bis own power , aud advanced to tit 


T hrone of God: theſe, and all the. particular: Þ% 


of Chrilt God-max., mcarnate, and crucified, 
are things ſo profound, and anſearchable, that 


the very' Angels deſire to look snto them with FÞ 
wond.r and aſtomſpment, 1 Pet. 1, 12, (6.)He Id 


1s 2v4rions Good, full of exquiſite, and. copiow 


variety; Wiſdom, Righteonſneſſe, Sanitificati- ; 


on , and Redemption, x Cor. 1. 30. It” hath 
pleaſed the Father, that in him all fulneſs ſnld 
awell, Epheſ,:3. 10, He received the Spiri 
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without meaſnre, John 3.3 4.that there might be 
enough in him to anſwer all .the defjeres and 
lights of his people. Wiſdom to Teach, Righte. 
ola; to Fuftsfie, Grace to Renew Poyer to De 
; Peace to Comfurt , Life to Qnicken,Glery to 
ſave thews ;, Seven eyes upon one ftene, Zech. 3.9. 
(7.) He is a moſt prevailing end vifforieus Good, 
fonger than che ſfrong-man, Luke -11. 22, 
afing out and juaging the Price of the World, 
þhn 12, 3 1. chapter 16. 11. aboliſhing death, 
;Timorh. 1. 10. taking away fin , deſtroying 
works of the Devil,1 John 3. 5.8. and over- 
ning the world, and the luſts thereof, John 16, 
g. treading all his Churches enemies nnder his 
ad phety feet, x Cor. 15.25. triumphing openly 
arr them in his Croſſe, before God and Angels, 
Colof. 2. 15. aſcending up on high, and leads 
" Captivity Captive, Ephel. 4. 8. By a way 
(miſaom catching Satan by the book of his Di- 
we power, biddew unatr the tn rmity of his 
mane nature. By a way of fudgment con- 
ming kim for ſhredding the innocent blood of 

ie Som of God, By a way of power , vanquiſh- 
whim, and caſting kim out of the poſſeſſion, 
ch he had parchaſt. ($.) He ise perpermall 

| durable Good ; Death hath no mere domini« 
wer him, Rom. 6. 9. He ever lives ts make 
Wercrfſionz Heb. 7. 25. There 65 an Oath, an 
men upon the perpetuity of the life and Prieſt- 
of Chriſt, Plalm 110. 4. Behbol®, 1 am 

ive for evermore, Revel. 1.18. And he lives 
ever not only in his Perſon , but to be for 

y the /ife, portion , and bleſſedneſs of bis 
ple, becanſe he lives, they ſhall ""_ 
oun 
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190 The Tranſcendency of Chriſfts Love 
4 John 14. 19. + (9.) He is the proper good , 
his own people : He hath not onely giv |-\ 
himſelf awwto God for them, as their $,. 
crifice but he hath gives himſelf likewifg 
wnto them ,, as their Portion. . He 57 this 
aud they his, Cant. 6. 3. They his, by q 
deare Purchaſe , and he theirs by a ſw 
Communion. They are ſaid to have him, 
1 John 5. 12: as a man hath his mofi 
peculiar poſſeſion ,, his Name is, The Lord 
our Righteowſneſſe, Jeremialv 23. 6. he is 
W more oxrs, than we are oxr own, and we 
have i»fiuitely more in him, than i ow 
ſelves; aefettsve in our ſelves , compleat is 
him , weak *n onr ſelves, ſtrong in hin; 
dead in our ſelves, alive in him ; miſerabl: 
in our ſelves, bleſſed in him; mutable in 
our ſelves, eftabliſhed in him. Now. putall 
1's together, Chriſt being a preſent , pre 
cious, [uſficvent , pure, rare , various, is 
Blorious , perpetwall, proper Good to his 
people, he is ſo fir an Obje# for thei 
Foy and aclight, that it were a wondrow 
- abſurdity for any Soul, who kyows him, 
and hath tafed of his love, and makes pre 
feſſion of his Name, to be drowned in ſen» I; 
ſuall and worldly delights, or to ſet op his FE 
Reſt in any thing ſhorc of Chriſt. 
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Sed. 3, 


2) Bi Truſt and Fear be Attendants with with 
upon the Deſires and Delsghts of and fear. 
Love. 

(1.) Truſt in him. , If you believe in God, be- 
live alſo is Chriſt, Jobn 14.1. You muſt 
ake hims in your way to the Father, if you 
gold truſt in him aright, 1 Peter 1.22, John 
4. 6. and he himſelf is an Obje# fit for your 

, who #5 over all, God bleſſed for ever, 

lomans 9.5. (1.) Treft therefore in him 

, fave; whiles ſome truſt in themſelves, lean- 
ug to ther own unarrſtandings, Proverbs 3. 5. 

ming in their own righteouſneſs, Ezek. 33,13. 

dersin their Idols, Plalm 115.8, others in 

tir riches, Pſalm 52, 7. others in Chariots, 

, Jad Horſes, Plalm 20. 7. others in Man, ma- 

. flue fleſp their Arm, Jeremiah 17. 5. let 1/racl, 
tthe houſe of Aaron, let all that fear the Loyd 
we in him alone, Plalm 115. 9,16, 11, It s 
ter to truſt in the Lord Jeſus, than to put conv 

wee 111 741, than to put confidence in Princes, 

n118.8, 9. in whom there zs ne help , for 
wr Lreath goeth forth, they return to their 

h, in that very day their thoughts periſh, 
um 146. 3,4. But happy is he who hath the 

of Jacob for his help, whoſe hope # in the 
dhis God, verſe 5. Bleſſed are all they that 
their truſt i» bim,, Plalm 2, 12. (2+) Traft 
him at all times, Pſalm. 62. 8. in times of 
ity , fo as not co be paſſed vp 10 er 

| an 
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199% The Tranſctndency of Chriſts Love 
and preſamption g In times of adverſity, ſo 
not to ap: na aejetiion and deſpondency, 
In times 0 proſperity, ſo as not ro forget God, 
and life up the heel againſt him , In times of 
' adverſity, ſo as hotto forſake God , and po 

forth your hands to iniquity, (3.) Truſt in bin 
h Precipi- With all your heart, Proverbs 3. 5 (6b) Wih 
cur, ut 103 your heart, ſincerely , without aiſſimulation, 
verbie, ſed pretending totruſt in bim , when indeed you 
"4. Cruſt in ſomething elſe; and with all jux 
. oP = heart , entirely, without azv3ſion, not partly 
Zhodiiio- reſting on him, and partly leaning to your 
nem quan- ſelves or the creature, but give him the whule 
dam, ſed truſt of your whole heart. (4-) Truſt in hin 
oeng fs in reference to all your Concernments,your ſouls, 
ciamus, bodies, lives, eftates, libertics, callings, dutic, 
quod bic burdens, relations, &c. You may venture to 
toto corde dg it, for He is laid in Sion for a Foundation, 


feckndeg and is a tried Stone, a.precions Corner-(jone , 4 


Cart,in ſure Foundation, Iaiah 28. 16. the Reck fl 


loc. Apes, in whons there is everlaſting frength, 
Bat 26. 4. able to bear the weight of that 


truſt which is devolved on him, 1s whom 
Whoſoever believeth, ſhall not be-confounatd, 
1 Peter 2. 6, You need not fear miſcar7jin 
when you are in the haxas of him, who 

thus loved you, with ſo great , ſo gcar, and 
coſtly alove,and out of love bath undertaken for 
you, eſpecially conſidering how great his Tratb 


wr 4 


and Faithfulneſs is, to whatſoever he under- te, 
takes, being Truth it ſelf, John 14. 6. the &J®*- 
we, the Tru and faithful Witneſs, Revelat 0g.q 


ONs 3. 14. 2 M*rciful and faithful Highepricf, +11 
Hebrews 2. 17. faithful to him that append ſub 
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\ ſou him, Heb: 3-2, and faithful to thoſe for Whons 

adexcy, | #74 appointed, verle the ſixth. And like- 

et God, nile , how great a /»fficiency of power and 

imes of ability he hath , Commen{nrate to his affe- 

ind pu | #an (being the Mighty God, Haiah 9. 6. rhe 

Fi bin Altigbty, Revelations 1.8.) to accompliſh all 

þ ) With | ve deſigns of his love tor your good and bap- 

wulation, zineſs, againſt all contragittion, and oppoſition 

eed you nhatſocver; Who allo :s, and was, and ts to 

all your fs Revelations 1. 8. everliving, to leethe 

t partl ful accompliſhment of all by bis Hnterceſions 

to your whereby he z# able to ſave to the uttermeſt ” all 

Ne hole þ that come 10 God Ly him, Hebrews 7. 25. Stay 

> in hin | your ſelves therefore by tirm trot and deperc- 

zur ſouls, #xce upon him, for he will keep him 5n perfect 

s, duties, | [4c* (in(1) peace, peace, as it15in the Orz- ; Shalon, 

nture t0 tall) whoſe mind 15 ſtayea upon him , becarſe Svalom, 

ndarion, ktruſteth in bim, i(aiah 26. 3, And they whs Heb. 

-(tome , # ww his Name , will put their tra in him, 

Rock o fir he hath not forſaken thoſe that ſeck him, k Non pers 

Frength, aim 9. 10. tinet ad te 

» of tha}. (2+) Fear, leaſt from thoſe Remains of coy- Pome 

Ts whom wtion , which are within you, any thing Ps de THIS 

founded, Ngenions , or nrcomely , ſhould break, forth to 2 oe 
. Q a HILSIE) 

carryinh tle diſtaſting, and aiſpleaſing of him, by whons uec dilegit 

xho ys are thus beloved, He aoth not belong to te, qui [tie 

Lar, and te, 0 Lord ( ſayes (k) Cyprian ) nw is IE eff en 

rraken for uthe xumber of thine , who doth not love thee, *" Cypre 

his Trath $7 doth he love thee , who knowingly fſcugs — 

. qo : riitl, 

e under-[/. Even this Lordof Life, and love, is o be p, 494, 

6. the AV ved with fear, and bis 0 (t beloved, and lov- 1 Stought? 

RevelatH}gones, are #0 7ejoyce with trembling , Plalm Magt. 

gh-pricf, >Il. (1) We muſt begin all our ſervice ware 

appoburth mv fear , trembling at our own infirmities, fon, p.z-! 


hiw, TH ; Q aud 


The Tr anſcendency of Chrifts Love 
and muſt end all again with fear , bluſhing «t | j, 
our own vertues and excellencies. That ſalve. | 
tion, which we hope and expe& from him, | ,, 
muſt be wroxght out with fear aud trembling, | , 
and that becauſe be is ſo graciogs, as to wh | 
in ns both to Will and to do, of hu own yudl 
pleaſure, Phil, 2. 12y 13, The knowledge of | yt 
our Redemption by the Blood of Chrift, «| 
mad: an argument by the Apoſtle, for paſ-] 6 
ſing the time of our ſojourning here in fear, | gi 
I Peter 1. 19,18, 19. But here it may bef (gp 
Objeced. Ep 


Sa. 4+ of | 


—_ 1. That-its faid in Lake 1.74 | 
That the end of our Redemption is, | Fi 
' — that being delivercd out of the hands of ow | vs 
Covenanc enemies , we might (erve without fear ? The 
of Grace, Anſw, In anſwer hereunto, and forthe | & 
Quarto, rjpht underſtanding of this place , we muſt a+ Þ ge 
(mhi)p. gc x... 
the fftnguiſh Fear. whe 
See ike- _ (-) (1.) In reſpect of the Ovjet, Thete pct 
wiſe Hie- 1s the fear -of Ged, and the fear of our em jp 
_ A- mics, God hath delivered us out of the yh 
=  _ hanas of our enemies , that we ſhould ſerit Jt 
Goſpet, #97 without fear , not of himſelf, bur of thiſt Jtte 
P.130, Cnemics, from whom be hath redeemed Us; ſen, 
Rivet in for as God hath redeemed us from the ſervict God 
Plalm 2. of our enemies, that we mipht ſerve kw: I nbe; 


[ 


4x. ſo he hath freed us from the fear of thiw, let 
Symphon; 144: we might fear him only: Iſaiah 43: 1: (pave 
P.139, Fear not G 92, thine enemies ) for 7 = (ty 
on 
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- | ont fear it ſelf, and then, without fear, is as oph.in locs 
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redeemed thee, And this ſerving without ſear 

of our enemies , may be taken either A/e- 

umically, without cauſe of fear , and then 

without fear 1s as much as without danger , 

6(n) Theophytat takes it, which belongs n' apifes 

zo all crue believers, though bur 7xcipients, (dt ) 

whoſe ſalvation is ſure , though they are not ©*2%%"%s 

Iwayes ſure of ir. Or elſe properly, with. ab/7; = 

much as with confiaence , and oſſurance , as 

(0) Beze takes it, making ic para//l{ with 0 Er7T% 

Epbeſ. 3. 12. But, ſuppoſe chat fear be meant — 

here in reference toGed, then WER NOOIEs 
(2.) Fear is to be diffiugaiſhed in reſpet 

of the Su6jef, the perſons fearing, and lo it 

s either Servile, and S/avifh, the fear of 

Bond- ſlaves, which are under the Law, or 

Filial, and Son-like, the fear of Sons, Who 

tre not unaer the Law, but under Graces 

The former is properly called Mertxs, whoſe 

eſect 1s Mermere ab aliquo, to be afraid of the 

vjef# that is feared, The other 1s Timor , 

whoſe effet is to fear and Feverence the ob= 

ft feared, The former is a fearſul expefta- 

tay of ſome evil from the party feared; The 

ther an awfull reverence of the party feared, 

tt to offend him by doing evil. So that 

tie formal objett of the former is Malum 

ſens, in regard whereof they are afraid of 

bod , of the other alum cnipe, inregard 


O 3 would 


—— > 


x 96 The T ranſcendency of Chriſts L ove 
would not fear to offend- God , 


Odernut peccare mals formidine Pane, 


The other out of love of God, and of goodneſſe, 
thorgh there were no puniſhment to be fear- 
ed, feareth tooffend,; 


Odergat peccare bonst Virtntis amure. 


The former arileth from 4 Spirit of Bonaage, 
Romans B. 15. called a S&p:rit of Fear, 
pAliud oft 2 TW OY 1.7. and is a fruit and effet} of 
tinicie De. the Law , forcinr and compelling thole, who 
um, aliud are under 17, to yield ſome oxtward obeatence 
ere pe= tor fear of puniſhment. The other ariſeth 
_—_— trom a Spirit of Adoption, Rom. S. and is a 
item, a. fcuit of the Goel, and of Faith , when a 
lin1timere man being perſwaded of Gods mercy and gu 
judicemsfs neſs toward+ himin Chriſt X feareth to cffend 
lus timet fo traciizs aGod, and merciful a Father, ace 
patrms = cording to thatin Pſalm 130. 4. The former 
OY where1c13 alone? is a S3n{zl, rhe latter a God- 
dilieit, fur 13 fear, Heb. 12. 28. That a Heliſh , this 4 
rimct jadis Holy tear; (p) That isa fear of God ass 
cem, (mul Fudge, T hisisa fear of him as a Father : That 
autem 0!!- tears him as a Thief doth the Fudge, Ne prniat, 
leaſt hs ſhreld puniſh him, Thisas a Son doth 

his Father, Ne deſerat , leaſt he ſhonld forſak: 
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him : That is 4ccompanied- with the hatred of 
Malefattirs, Qui, quem metuunt , oderun; 
This 1s accompanied with the love of Chilaren, 
who reverence, vet love their Parents, Thi 


hath Torment, 1 John 4. 18. This is a 7 rude 
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(yr, Hatah 33. 6. That driverh from God , 
ſhis makes a man cleave faſter to him. That 
my reſtratn the outward as of ſin, but This 
oſt the inward aſſec [trons ton Now 
\ [efbonteſe, it 15 not to be nuderſtiod, that the 
" Tizemed of the Lord ſhall ſerve bim without 
bs flight fear, for in reſerence thereuato, ae 
rrequired 19 ſerve the Lord with fear, | faſm 
11, nor can we ſerve him acceptably withs 
uit, Heb. 12. 28. This 1 is one of the chi «feſt 
ge ich Gd req tires of man, EF cclel. I2.13. 

tisghe ver) chief potnt of Wiſdom, Uialm 111. 

& So that when icis laid in this place, that 
te Redremed of the Lord muſt ſer ve him with- 
wſcer, it muſt needs be meant of that fear 
ay which is [aviſh, and of the rc:gu and pre. 
Wnacy of it,as it 1s in ihe aureocnerate, with- 


utany filsal fear, not of the 7:294t#uders of it, 
pit !s 92ngled with Rl tear in Gods own 
(wld-ex in this life. Vorſuch as is our Re- 
prion (1 ſpeak of it paſſive '”, as it 15 in us) 
ich is our freedoms from ſerwile fear , viz. in- 
wated, or begu in this life R an d 25cr: aſing 
ydegr: es, but not compleat or p:rfeeF, will the 
{ro come, which 1s called the day of our full 
aemprion , Epheſ. 4. 30. and being not 
meat here, weare nor wholly freed by it 
tm this ſervile fear. The very 6/t, whiles 
tey carry about them ihe body c of ſin (#5 they 
b, whiles they catry about them 7 hi, Loa) of 
þ ) whiles they have the retiques of corrupti- 
#remaining in them , are not wholly free 
wn this fear of puniſhment, there 1s a mixtare 
it with ther filial fear in their preſent 
Oz ſtare 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
figte of imperfettion, andithath an #1 fluence ty | _. 
the keeping of chem from fin, and quickiiye 
of them to duty. (q) Deftruttion from the 
Lord, was a terror 86 Job; and kept him fron 
opreſſion, Job 31. 21,23. and Paul, was coy: () 
{cionable in his Miniſtry from the Terror; of 
the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 11,” But this fear doth 
not Wholly prevaile with the people of God, uſe 
it hath not the /ole influence to Keep them 
from ſin, and engage them to duty , there is 
faith and love mixt with thezr fear. Paul wis 
conſtrained by love, as well as awed by ftut, 
2 Cor. 5. r4 As their love to God is nota fil. 
low-like familiarity, ai is among equals, butit 
( out of apprehenſion of his greatneſs, bulineſt, 
and juſtice ) tempered with fear , and an aufil * 
artad of him : ſo neither is that ſear of God which nll 
i in them ameer ſervile fear like that of the ſa, but 
thathath nothing to move him to amtygbut the ſti) pſu 
of the whip, butis ( out of an apprehenſion, ani **** 
aſſ nrance of his goodneſs) mixed with love, Hoſea *? 
You ſeethen, thatirtisa meer ſlatiſ Hy 
fear from which the people of God are redetw. 1%) { 
ed, (0 as that it ſhall not have the ſole previ- tar | 
lency in their ſervice , though there will beJ9®" 


lome mixture of it with their /ove , and wil 70 
em 


have ſome prevalexcy in their ſervice, in their _ 
preſent perfect? eltate. And this I take to be ; 
the true ſence of this place. <4 
lavs/ 
Reve 


and 
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finence ty | ____ * 

1 Aickniy 

from £ Sea. $5. 

im fil _ ... | | 

was cos. | AY BieR. 2 But it may be ſaid , where 

"erors þ there is love, there is none of this fear, 


ear dork [in there 7s no fear in love, but perfef# love 
of God, (ſth out fear, as the Apoſtle hath it, 
ep them $1J#1 4+ 18. 
there i; | Anſw. (1.) Is true, that 5» love there 5s r Hilderſh, 
Paul wis (uſb fear, nothing is more contrary to the 02 Pſalm 
| Sgwre of love, than theſe fears are; bur in $1 P+355+ 
' Te "x that hath rrac love theſe fears 
1; f Way DE. | 
, bolineſ (2.) Perfe& lave will caſt out ail theſe fears, 
a awful 19d the perfefter our love to God is,the more it 
od which | all caft 9ut theſe fears deliver us trom them, 
the ſlew; | #tbe /ove of the belt of Gods ſervants, is inp- 
t the fel wf, and will be, tilt we come to heavey, for 
01, aid dere, and there only, are the Spirits of juſt 
ye, Hoſea þ 8 made perfett, Heb. 12. 23. 
r ſlaif Having removed theſe Objeftions , ( which 
redees. (my be of uſe for the convincing of iome, that | 
prev} fir is not ſo Antievangelicall, as they are apt - 
will be $9 9:5 ake 1t to be,and for the comforting of 0- 
nd will iers, who are ready to conclude againſt 
in cher Jiemſelves, becauſe of thoſe remainders of 
ke tobe vile feare, which they find in their hearts) 
reſume my exhortatic, and renew my requeſt 
to you, to fear the Lord, Suppreſle all 
javiſh fear, as much as may be , but cheriſh 
leverential and Filial fear. Fear the Lird, A 
eq; lad bis Greatneſs, ſo as to tand in awe of him, 
"Jud zake beed of offending him in any thing, 
| O 4 and 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
and fear the Lord and his Geodxeſs, ſo as tobe 
careful to pleaſe him in all things. There is 
one way of accompliſhing both theſe, and that 
1s, the way of Love, nor can there be a better, 
Get your hearts inflamed with ove towards 
Chriſt, and that will ſuppreſs [laviſh fear , for 
it caſts out the fear that hath torment, » John 4, 
18. perfe&# love caſts it quite ous, and accord. 
ing to 4 Chriſtians growth in love, will this 
fear aecay in him. Butitwill promote Reve 
rential and Filial fear. (1) As far 4s a may 
Irves Chriſt, ſo far will he ths fear him, fy 
(t) Love us full of that fear, which makes a man 
ſolicitous 'to avozd What may offend , and folly 
what may pleaſe, him whom we love. And you 
have 4s much rcaſon to queſtion the truth of 
your love from the defef# of Reverential, and 
Filial fear , as from the exceſſe of $laviþ 
fear. 

Ard thus I have at laſt dsſpatched this firlt 
Direfion, concerning your Knowleage of th 
L ove of Chriſt , that it be Aﬀettionate , ſou 
to /ove him in the Manner and Meaſmre , and 
to Expreſs that Love in the Way preſcribed, 
fo as to Deſire, and Delight in him, co 7ref 
in him, and Fear before him. I proceed to 
whatremains. 
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CHAP. XI. 


oi Ook that your knowledge of the love 
, of Chriſt be Cog»i:io 1 fe#iva; let it 
not be an empty, barren, ineffetual knowledge, 
but ſuch as is fall, fraitful, and efftnal. And 
that theſe four wayes. 
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Selt. 1. 


(1.)JD Y way of Application, Experience, 
and Aſſyrance. Content not your 

kelves with the knowledge of Chriſt , and his 
love,at 4 diſtance, but reach after ſuch a know» 
kage, 2s may bring all home to vour lelves. 
Be not ſatisfied co know that Chriſt 1s the $4- 
vour of the world , and hath born great and 
wnderfal love to.che Sons of Men, buc labor io 
to know his /ove and /alvation, as to apprehend, 
«ppropriate, and apply all to your own comfort, 
and bene fit. To kxow within your ſdves, as the 
Apoſtle ipeaks, Heb. 10. 34. to know 1n all 
jour hearts, and #n all your ſouls, as foſhua 
ſpeaks, Joſh. 23. 14. viz. ſenſibly , evidently, 
txperimentally, af] urealy, that he is your' Sa- 
viour , {to0d in your room, bore your ſins, and 
ſuffered Gods wrath for you, whereby God is 
4 well pleaſed wich you, as if you had ſuffered 
torthem in your own perſons in het! — 
TMAaTt 


Dire&jon 
2, Tharir 
be an effe- 
Quall 

knowledg. 


By way of 
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The Tranſcemdency of Chrifts Love 
that he bare a ſpecial love to yow in particular, 
and that you have 4 reall sntereſt 1n , a ſwe 
title to the priviledges, and bleſſivgs, which he, 
out of his #»finite love , hath parchaſed at (0 
dear a rate for poor ſinners. Such a knowledp 
as this would | have you look after, and to he/ 
you forward herein there are two things, which 
I would propound for your Encouragement, 


tatnuable. A Chriſtian may know the love of 
A Chrilt with aſwravce of his intereſt in it, 
n Culvers (u) T his indeed is a moFt excellent truth , the 


wels los laftis, the very cream of that &haw jade, 
White that ſincere milk which is to nouriſh ſouls , 'tis 
_—_— the budding and bloſſoming of happineſs , the 


Anteaating of beaven, the prepoſſeſſion of glory, 
and therefore envied us by Satan , who by his 
Romiſh inſtruments would wreſt it out of on 
hands, Bat we have more clear light from Seyi- 
ptare, to diſcern the truth of what we hold in 
this particular, than to be eaſily cheated of fa 
fair a fewel of our Crown, as if ut were counter 
feit. Here we ſee ſo many eminent Chriſtians 
both in the 0/4 and New Teſtament, ſctting 
cheir Seals to this truth « by their own expte 
rience , tat we cannot but ſubſcribe to it, 
Ab eſſe ad poſſe isa fair Argument , and I ſhall 
uſe no other to prove what I aſſert. 
Other Chriſtians have attained a certamty 


only Objeftive, that there is a Chriff, and that 
there is ſuch a /ove; but alſo SabjeFive', that 
this Chriſt is theirs, and this love theirs? 


And therefore ſo may you. That others have, 
; is 


(1. ) Such a knowledge of Chrilts loves at- | 


MN intheir knowledge of Chriſt and his Love, not 
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Jowards the Children of Men. 
Clear. In Fob 19. 25. you may hear Job ap- 
propriatzng a Reacemer to himſelf. 1 know that 
my Reacemer liverh, He aflerts his intereſt in 
Chriſt, as his Redremer, and therefore no 
#o#der if he be ſo confident of his being acquit- 
jea at Goas Tribunal, as heis, Chapter 13 18. 
I know that 1 ſhall be juſtified. A believer 
theh may arrive at aſſurance, full aſſurance * 


| of interettin Jeſus Chritt. Such an Application 


tid Thomas make to himſelf, when he cried 

our, John 20.28. Ay Loyd, and my God. 

See (layes (x) Ferws onthe place) the won «x Vide Dej 
gerful things of God; who would hate believed, mirabilia , 
that ſo great faith ſhould have riſen ont of ſuch 94 Veda 
tftinate anbelief , which he bad diſcoverd juſt _ : - 
fore? And whar ſhould this reach us, bur au; _— 
(as the ſame Amthor (y) bath it a litile after , dulirate 
That it is not exough to believe that Chriſt is tautam fue 
Lora and God, janleſ; we believe that he is our — fi- 
Lord and our God. Thus the AprfHe Faul, _—_ 
Gal. 2.20. [ live by the farth of the $cn of y Non ſatis 
God, Who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. eſt credere, 
ke how he appiys to himſelf the /oze of Chriſt, 410d Do- 
jhd the f#3its ofit. This is ſo clear, asthe ad- 7 & 
btr/aries themſelves cannot dr-y, bur that ma- _ 
\ 6 / : ; }# criedas 2 
ly chuice ones have had a fullard ſatisfying quid De- 
bebt ſpringing m upon their ſouls, and clrar- minus, & 
hp their ecernal cnndition to them, - but then Peus tus 
they ſay, 1t 15 by way of extraordinary revela- S Ba : 
bon, a /peciall priviledge vouchſafed ro ſure ; 
ſw of Gods choiceſt Worrhies by a rare indul 

fence. And yer (asto the watty in hand ) 

the way and mann of the Apoſtles expreſiing 
themſelyes in this particular, ſhews , that this 


ls 


Mo» 


The Tranſc eudency 0 ff C briſts Love 
is Ot a priviledge peculiar only to a few, - but 
common tO all believers. I hall bring two pla. 
ces to provethis, theone is 1 Fob 4. 16. the 
other Rom. 5.5. in both which places, beſides 
cheir aſſerting the thing it ſelf, the great point 
of aſſurance, 1n moit fgnificat tearms, they 
lpeak of it in the plzral/ number , and make 
mention only of.common means ter obtaining of 
ir, Let us conſider the places. .In+the one 
place, ſayes the Apoſtle Fohn, We. have known 
aud believed the love , that God hathto ws, In 
the other place, iayes the ApoStHe Payl, The 
l;ve of Chriſt is ſhed abroad into onr hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt, which 1s given unto us, Now 
both the one, and the other Co (1.) Aſert 
aſſurance : Zobn ſpeaks of knowing the lov of 
Goa, and the word he uleth, $YV@rdpuey, ſignifi 
ech(z, t» know truly axd certainly , anditisa 
brontledve with Arplication, We know the love 
rhat God hath to us. Paul peaks of the 
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ritats eff hr dding abroad the love of Ged, which is no 0 
« ff / ; _ 

0j4/45> ther than witneſſing of this love to our hearts, as 
, 1/11/71 \ -y 0 y _ C 1 

y bs (a) (;7011115 OD!ETVES, 1 be [ence of this love, 


w/ er.by TYe P: Yoreale that weare bely ved by him, 


oh guſta- and 1aſt that bz 15 0 ractom,as(b)Gerhard notes, 
265,41 1£ is a Ietaphoncallexpreition, and can (ig: 
Y04%s & nite noihings elfe than this, tog (as (c) Parey 
ano bath it ) That vwrich us plentifully poured ont 

X Ger. in ito 04 bearts, auth fillour hearts, and that 
loc which auth fill CHY REATES, Cannot be hid, but 
c Quad maſt certainly be pereerved by us. And they do 
Lai Outer ; 


bo C2.) Exprejjertin ſuch a way, as fhews it t0 
CA gd! 7 s 2 
14 cordauotra, id corda rebler, > quod corda replet , id now potefi nu 
{acreggiuin certiſſine ſeattatur,  Pareus 1n lecs 
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be a thing not pecaliar to ſome few, but com- 
mon to many, tor firſt, It isexpreſled plarally, 
not know thelove of God to me, as of one , 
but we know the love of God to us, as of many 
beſides himſelf: and, The love of God is ſhed 
ibroad, notinto my heart only , but into owr 
hearts, intimating that it was not pecxliar to 
himſelf, but common to other believers with 
iimſelt. * And then, Secondly, They both 
nention a common means of obtaining it. John 
nentions faith. We have knows, and believed, 
that is, ( as (d) Calvin obſerves) We have 
lwown by believing, becauſe ſuch a knowledge 
hrings from faith. Now, though all mez have 
ut faith, 2 Thei. 3. 2. yet all rrne Chriſtians 
wwe, and ſach a faith, as is capable of im: 
mvizg into aſſarance. And then, Part men- 
tons the Holy Ghoſt, the love of God zs ſhed a» 
mad into our hearts,by the Holy Ghoſt, whereby 
ſe come to know the things that are freely given 
wof God, 1 Cor. 2.12. Now ail who have 
wllintereſt in Chriſt are partakers of this Spz- 
i, tor 1f any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
ti none-of his; All have him as a Sardifier, 
nd many have him as a Seal. So that this 
iſxrance of Chriſts love, is not ſo prcnliar un- 
pſome, nor vouchſafed to them in ſuch an ex- 
Mordinary way » but that others may 4ttar 
ntoit. Seeing therefore it hath been attained 
y others, and is attainable by you in an ordi- 
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wry way,let the conſideration of it quicken your 
meatoyrs after it: Indeed it is not a thing 
Wichwwill be done Sedendo, & votrs, by ſitting 


l, and wiſhing ſor it ,, no, it will colt a" la- 
aur 


206 The Tranſcendency of Chrifts Love 
bour and diligence, 2 Pet. J. 10. before yoy 
come to it; but think not much of a liz; 
pains to obtain that, which wiHl make ſuch ,. | 
bundant recompence for the pains heſtowed a+ | 
bout it, when it is obtained- Content not {/ 
your ſelves therefore with a low aneaſare of (| 
faith, bur go on from faith to faith , till you 
come from affiance tO confidence, 10 as to know 
the love which God hath unto you. And beg, 
beg bard che Spirir of Chriſt, (which is prom 
ſed tothole who ask him, Luke 11.13.) that yip 
may know the things, which are freely given you 
of God , and particalarly, this love , having it 
foed abroad into your hearts by the Holy Ghoſh 
given unto Jou. 

(2. ) Such a k»owledge of Chriſts love, when 
attained, is exceeding ſweet and comfortable. | 
confeſle, your future ſafety and happineſslyes 
in this, that Chriſt loves you, but.your preſent Þ 
comfort lyes in your knowing that he loves J#bz 

e Robinſons you. (e) He whom God loves, though he kuy 

Eflayes, 4#t wot, 15s au happy man , but he that knows, 

PIT. hyows himſelf to be happy, and that is moſt com 

fortable. Ir's true, thac the /ove of Chriſt init 

ſelf is better than Wine, ſweeter and more delight Wfin 
fall than all earthly delicates and creature-com-Wt 
forts whatſoever, but it is not ſweet to »s, til 
it be ſrewed and ſealed, manifeſted and aſſured 
by the kefſes of his mouth, which arethe token 
and pledges of his love,which made the CharcbJit 
ſoearneltin deſiring of them, Cant. 1. 2. It- 

deed there is no comfort without it. ,Qaid of 

Dems, niſimenus ? What 15God,, if hebe wi 

ne ? 184crueſaying, and what wx the porn 


we | Towards theChildren of Mew. 207 
re you Chriſt tome , if I have no ſhare init * And 

2 Littl; | there 15 but little difference (as to preſent com» 

ſach 4. {| fort)betwixt having no ſgare in ic,and vor bnow- 

wred a- | ing whether we have or wo. A condemned man 

ent nor | that bath bis pardor granted, thoughhe ſhall 

ſure of $8 45, yet he hath /3trle comfort in his life, cill 
till you {ie Ao it. And though a Chriſtian, whois 

0 Know hloved of Chriſt, ſhall not periſh z Yet his-l5fe 

od beg, {fill be fl of trouble , and his heart exceeding- 

s pros tormented, and diſquieted, if he know it nor, 

that yu and though he goto heaves, it will not be with 

iven you ch full ſail, he will not have an entrance ad- 

aving it wwifired {0 abundaxtly, as otherwiſe it mighe, 

7 Gboſs, U(f) Good and evil affett not, till it be appreheng- f' all, 
4; Job lamented not all hi loſſes, till a meſſen- None bur 
e, when Ir related them to him ; nor aid Jacob rejoyce 

table, It Joſeph was alive , till he knew it, Who Po 92. 
neſslyes (yes In an inheritance fallen to him, till he know 

r preſent #7 107 can we joy 1n Chriſt as 4 Saviour , nor 

he loves nb love, t5/l we know him to be onr Saviour, 

| be know £84 that he hath loved us. The beſt knowledge 

know: it iithe San, is by ſeeing its /;ght, and feeling its 

10ſt com | lyernce, the knowledge of H on, 1s by taſt.and 

briſt initÞde beſt knowledge of Chriſt and his /ove , is by 

» delight Iſing, and ſering that he is gracions. Tay 
vre-com-Jh rbeſe together, and they may be a ſtrong 

0 xs, til{cement to make you look after a know- 

d aſſed ge of the love of Chriſt , by way of Appli- 

he tokens 0x, Experience, and Aſſaraxce, which is the 

e CharchF particular. 
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g 

h 

el 
JD Y way of Admiraton. Know Jeſus - 
B Chriſt in his love, fo asto admire him [7 
” 


and it. We are wont to [apply the defe& of our 
appreben ſions , -about great and extraord; 

matters, with adm:iration,now what more wor. 
thy of our admiration than Feſws Chriſt, whole 
Name ts wonderful, Taiah 9. 6. and his Lo, 
which (as the Text tells us) paſſeth knoWleage? 
He is Wonderful in bis Perſon and in his Worky, 
and no leſſe wonderful in his Love, which doth 
influence all his works of I ouatr for our g00d. 
We admire Myſteries (which (g) are holy ſeertt, 
hardly underſtood ) and ſurely then we have 
reaſon to admire Chriſt, to whom the great 
Myſtery of godlineſs is reducible, for whatisit 
(according to the Apoſtles account, rTim.3.16) 
but God was manifeſted 5 the fleſh, jnſtifiedin nin 
the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto the Gur Yud, 
tiles, believed on in the world , received up mh[hr 
Glory. All which are meant ( whatever /oveflics, 
have del:vered to the contrary ) of Chriſt, anFiere 
(as Hi:rom laid of the Revelations, 2 ut wiYalr 
ba, tot Sacramenta) I may lay of thele wor®,yind 
As many worgs, ſo many myſteries, and as matht; þ 
myſteries, ſo many matters of admiration. $tullns (| 
and meattate upon the Lord Jefusand hislow.JN,fþ 
as much as you can , that you may have loſe, 
wnderſtanding of him and it, but when yoilſher, | 
have gone as farr as you can, there will be fillittyr, . 
Plus ultra, The riches thatare in Chriſt #4arig 
unſearch | 


toward: the Children of Men. 20H 
he hath-manifeſted unto us is #nhnowable love, 9912!/cen- 
the d5menſrons of it for beight, depth, length, aud — 
breadth are unmeaſurable, verſe 18. 19. And ity 
w Jeſus | therefore, when you are art a loſſe in your Euſcb. De 
ire him lurch, ſtand ſtill in holy flexce, and fall to ad- prapar, 
+ of our | wiring what you fall ſo 5»fsxirely ſhort of ap. E208: 
ordinary | yebending. Admire him in his Philanthropic, Per 
Ire Wor bi love to mankind in general. Thar the eter ;j puns ie 
F, whole I ll Son of God, ſhould ſet his heart vpon the cicur E- 
1s Love, I Sons of deny and Zove them, them rather than 19, ſed 
"ledge? Fike Angels, them , when fallen as well asthe © 
S Works, | 4ugels , when ungodly, rebels, and enemies , Ar 
ch doth har he Chould love them fo as'to leave bis ditionen 
ur good. FGlory, which he had from all ererniry with his ategreſſe 
ly ſeertts, I Farber, and be wage fleſp for them , and lead Prevarica- 
we bare [life fall of miſeries and neceſſiries, and at laf) Pony 
the great ie a ſhameſnl, painfnl,accurſed death for them, ws 2 
whativit Jopey cheir ſcores to Divine 7=ſtice , and to Wm, ex 
1.3.16) Jinng 4n everlaſting Righreoaſneſs eternal Redeme vox jam 
uſtifeanJpion, and Salvation for them. This is ſtrange Dorn ;ems 
'0 the Gr Fudextraorainary love, worthy to be admired, T7OGG- 
ed up imfbr no reaſon can be given of it,he/ovzd us thus, * 2, yo 
ever Jomelineuſe he loved n5,and upon no other arcennt. els labori 
'briſt,a\Flere then is a fir place to cry out with Davi4, n:0rbis, nes 
9 yt w-Walm 8. 4. Lord ! what is man, that thou art ituding 
le WOIG, Bpindfal of him, or the ſon of man,that thog viſgt- _— .. 
1d as WAY Bhs bis ? What is man, Enofh, forgetful man, CI 
501, Swiſs (b) Enſecbins will have it, deriving it from adverſis ; 
d his 10W-fNaſhab, which (ignifies to forget ) forgetful of rebus 0b- 
have loMfikee, and of thy benefits t wards bim. Or ra- nexium 
when yollther; (5) Sickly, mortall, miſerable man, as 0- 


. <fegyy . 1. Maytinitthe 
vill be Wilters; who berter derive itfrom Anaf, which te of 


Chriſt #Yurities to be ſick, and in miſery. What is this pytol, in 
: P man, Pro. 


unſearc 8” 


anſearchable riches, Epheſ, Jo 8. Thelove that h Propri® 
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man, that thou ſhouldſt be wrivdfell'of bim?{ 
bk not ſo as bartly to remember him , hut ſac [uvbey 
E. ſhew eminent care and kindneſſe to him ,,as word; [afunc 
of memory in the kebrew language doimpart, ac. [jxiees 
cording to the learned (4) Rsvers obſerymiion [yu /6: 
on the place ; and what is the Sew of Man, the Jw-fee 
Son of Adam, the Son of hins, whoſe origingl Jibrobe: 
was earth and duſt ( as the word - Adam lg, Jithed 1 
nifies ) who by his Apoſtacy and rebelliog had Yubenci 
forfeited thy favenr and love, What way be, firoug 
that thog ſhouldſt viſit bim-?.not with a. oweves Yor Ut 
bat graciogs vilication, not to puni/o-and aeflrty Yinbe x 
him, as he had deſerved, but .to redeevs: and Flladerm 
ſave him ; What matchleſſe; admirable love Yiu Sgb 
44 was this! Admire his fingwlar ſpecial lovers Jrurd ? 

your ſouls ;, you, who are believers. That when Jltele tl 
others (afcer alithis)are /efe without the knows J irGod 
ledge of Chrut ana his love, he hath ma4s $lrdG 
known to you, by his Word and Goſpel; that Jikw ha 
when thouſands among whom you live , who Jrſmall 
hear of Chriit and his love, and have offers of Bf ſpo 
both made unto them,are let with the reivron {840 Ce 
| their own necks, to follow lying vanities , and (it man 
A forſake thr own mercy, tO rt{aſe, reſiſt, andre Ulſay m 
bel againit all the off:rs of grace, and you hare Yinſt; a 
hearts, and uatures, as full of emasty and oppof- Ylvd ave 
0% agatnlt Chriſt as any, and have manfeftd Nilmgsr, 
{o much, and gone on to maintain it, for lome Jfekens, 
time, more or leſle,yer the Lord bath at length Jind wy 
turned the ſtream, taken the ſtone ont of your (lnd'be 1 
bearts, overcame the reſiſtance of your frowardJifthy 1; 
Spirits, »1ade yon willing in the day of bis power! thy Si 
and drawn you effectwally to run after him, and art 
cloſe with him, Jo that yawnre now #1 Chrif Kays 
pam: 


k Rivet,im 
loc, 


Ve towards the .C hildren of tor. Ws arf | £ 

bim ! | pdakorr of 454 /pnr, having irfoed abroad (iu - 

04s t  ybrpres by the Holy Gheſt given unto you; and 

word: [uunder His. cate and reprap.till you come 

4, ac {1 xreedte. rhe end of your Faith, the ſalvation of 

ion {ywy ſod, to be flex 32h all the ſulneſſe of Goa, 

, the Jw-fee bir . face. 2o face ,, whom now you ſee 

vingl Srbrobgh a glaſſe darkly ,and'to be for ever la» 

wig, Jithied from that Fountain of \love tnomediately, 

4 kad Jbence you have . bor ſaatl\ ſnip; and. raffes 

a5 be, fkrowgh ihe Condnits of Ordiuances here. 13 aw 

evo Fur Ut range love ? and can any other Rea- 

eſlry Yinbe given of it, bur the prowl pleaſwre of yout 

x: and Jladermer f Ever ſo berawſe-it ſeemed goodin 
love Fla Sgbe. How ſhould this make you retire in- 

eco Iourd 2 and in contemplyrion and admiration of 

when Jdele things,cty outin invrariey of the Alas af 

now I iir.Gods own heart. '2/.Sam. 7.118. Who am I, O 

44 it LariG dd, and what is thy poor creature, that ' 
that Jikuw haſt browg ht me bitherto ? And this was yt 
who J rſrrall thing un thy fight, © Lord God, for thu 

11 of Blufſpoken of thy ſervants ſoal, for a prtat while 

»- 00 [1t.40 carve, even ſolong as etermity ; And u this 

, and ite manner of Man, © Lord God. And what can 

nd re Blſay more wnto thee ? For thou, Lord God, knows 
have af, und loveft thy ſervant, for thy loves ſake, .* 

ppof- Yind aecording to thy heart thou haſt done all theſe 

faſted ling, to make thy Srrvant know them, and taſte 

fome Pfekews, + Wherefore thow art great, O Lord God, ,@a 

ngth Jind by Lowe 38 great, there is none like unto it, 

our Find 'be thou admired ant adored inthe greatneſſe | —S 

ward Bf thy lone, wherewith thox haſt refreſhed the ſoul 1 

ptr; {if by Servantyfor ever: Thus admite the love of 

and Uhriſh, andeo engapeyou herein, know, that - 

nf waumircd by Angels, who, (7) wich wonder | <2ivin is 
” RK. 
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and dm anon, de fire fo look mto theſe kings 
I Pet:.15 12.: and it ſhall. be «dmired by glorifh 
ed Saints, to all eternityg:2. Thel...1. 16.-Thy 
mDo&or happineſs of, heaven (layes(m Jones allextafy, 
Hold/= ay extaſy .of admiration at the love which, bath 
ras _o ; been ſhewed to them: , and experienced 'by \thewis 
Rd bringing them thither., Now \it is good for 
Chriſtians to begin that work; on earth , which 

they ſhall be ever. doing-when they come'to 

heaven, And lec-me tell you., for the further 
quickning of you to this work, that the know- 

ledge which you have of thrlave of Chriſt which 

aoth not leave you adamirin of it ,is butt 4 drie aud 

carnal, not 4 ſavory and. fpiritual knowledge. 

I hope the conliderationah, allthis, wH make 

the Denont Soxl kireathforth.itſelt infuch las 

n Biſhop £#age as this, which he may learn of a (*) huh 
Halls Holy man, wherewtih-he ends bis Patheticall' Med 
rapture> ration of the love of ChriFt, and: with that I ſhall 
P- 212+ end this particular, Lord !\ what rcom canthert 


ALY be poſſibly un theſe itr4rght.and narrow heayts of | 


ours, for a ane admiration of thy tranſcendot 


love and mercy "of am [wallowed up ,0 God, I Ii 
am willingly (wallowed np in this bottomleſs. a« 


byfſe of thine infinite love, - and there let me ami 


in a perpetual raviſpment of Spirit till being freed F 


from this clog of earth, and filled with the ſale, 
of Chriſt, I ſpall be admitted to enjoy that, which 


1 canxot now reach to wonder at, thine incompre” Ini 
henſible blifſe aud gloryywbich thou baſt laid wp in f 
the higheſt heavens for them that love thee, inthe Po 
bleſſed communion of all thy Saints and Angel, | 


thy Chernbimy and Seraphim, Thrones, Dowinv 
ons, and Princzpalitits, and Powers, in the yo 
"l; 


."$0wards the Children of Men. 


y glorify fral preſence of thee the ever-living God, the e« 


Th [tral Father of Spirits, Father, Son, and Holy 
extaſy, Ghoſt, one 19finite;- Deity, 5n three co-efſentially, 
ich. bath | eternally, conegnally : glorious, perſons, To 


\thewis | yhow be bleſſing, honoxr, glory, and power, for | 
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God for Iner, and ever, Amen, 


hearts of 
/cendust 
) God, 1 


leſs. 04 
we wil 
wg freed 


L; falueſ 


_—___— 


DAE et 


Sec. 3. | 


Y way of Gratzlation. Know the love By way of 


%B 


boſe, who bave ſo:wed kindneſs unto us, and 
tyll we recesve ſo many benefits from Feſus 
(byſ,the fruits of his mecr /ove, and not think 

one of us, with David, of a uid retri- 


wm ? What ſhall I render te the Lord, for all 
i benefits towards me ? Pſalm 116. 12. and 
keing he xeedeth nor, nor doth deſire more,and 
can pive no better, letus not be backward 


Micke the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the 


awe of the Lora, verſe 13. If he had called for 


greater thing , would we not have done it? 
m much more, when he ſayes only, Offer #n- 
d T hanksgi:#ng , and pay thy vows to the 
Þ bigh, Pſalm 50. 14. and counts himſelf 


ft, w 
compre Wrified thereby, for (ſayes be verſe 23.) Whoſo 
43d wp in Fiaeth praiſe glorifieth me. Yea, he hath let us al 
e, 5uthe ow, by the man afier bis own heart, That this 
Angels, uſing of him with a ſong, and magnifying him F 
Domini- F'% thanksgiving, is better pleaſing unto him, 
be brat Fan Ox, or Bullock,, that hath horns and 
fedl Yr, Plalm 69. 30,31. Thelove of Chriſt in 


P 3 redeem, 


of Chriſt, ſo as to be Thavkefu! for ir, Gratulatie <C 
\ INatwre 1t ſelf teacheth us to. be. grateful to 


*14 


"Ryyac- 
Fav eſt 
gratum ſe 
decl arare 
pro accepro 
beneficio, 
allud ag- « 
naſcendo, 
et autorem 
eſus predie 
Cano, 
Dav. 1n 
Coloſl. 


P.22. 
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"redeeming and ſaving loſt ſinners ſhouldnht by 
thought or ſpokew of wichout, a Doxology, by af 
that hear of* ir, eſpecially bythoſe whobyy 
tated of ic, This ſhould make Chriſtians key 
perpernal*Rachariſt declaring themſelvs thank. 
full for ſo great a benefit, by acknowledging ofk 
and ſpeakng to the praiſe of the Author of it. The 
Scriptareis not withont examples for your im; 
tation in this particular, and therefore goyoy 
forth by the footſteps of the flock, write after the,” 
Copies which are ſet before you, tak? with yu br! 
the worde, and inthe ſexce of Chriſts Jove, {ay *; 
with David Pſal. 86. 12, 13. 1 will prajſethn, 
O Lord, my God, with all my heart, and Twill, 
gtorifie thy Name for evermore ;For preat ut fra 
mercy towaras me, and thou haſt delivered > 

foul from the loweſt Hell. And again, Pſal. 10g, Mn 
I, 2,34. Bleſſe the Lord, O my Sol, andul 49 

that is within me, bleſs. his holy Name; Bhs 4 
the Lord, O my Sonl, and forget not all by | 9 
nefits, who ſorgiveth all thine iriquitin, 
who hcaleth all thy diſeaſes ; who r:deemeah t Wo 


life from deſtruttion, wio crewneth thee withl 


br 1 
the 


0) 
y4 
bt 
"iy 
wr 


rt 


vin” kindneſſes and tender mercies, With U "nt 
Mother of our Lord, Luke 1. 46, 47. Myſml,"" 
Ir; 


doth magni fie the Lord, and my ſpirit dot 
goyre in God my Saviour, For he bath regarit a 
the low eſtate of his poor ſervant. With thoſe 1 
Rev. 5. 9,12,13. Worthy is the Lamb that 
ſlain, aud bath redeemed wu to God by hu blu 
ont of every Kindrtd,and Tongut,ana Peoples 
| Nation,to receive power, and riches, and wiſ 
4nd Brength, and bonor, and glory, and bleſſin 
8x4 therefore bleſſing, konoxy, olory, and pile 
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=O be unto him, that ſatteth 01 the Throne, ard unto 

11dnat by the Lamb for ever, and coir. Finally, with Foby, 

£Y, byall (Rev. 1.5,6.Uzto hin that hath l,ved ws, and p Gratias 
whoune wſhed us, from our fins in his own Blood, and «git» & 
= keeps uh mage us K ings and Prieſts unto God, and *8*'* 703 
(02 thank Father, to him be glory and dominion for e- ma_ 
ging of, wr and ever, Amen, Thus Chrifiaus, ſound ( briſto pros 
of it, The oth the praiſes of him, who hath thus /oved tantts bents 
FESE 0; ſeeing he bach ſhewed ſo much good will fits, qu0d 
re g0youg; vards you, and wrought ſo much peace {©2/t+740d 


- afcer the {Oct Sacre 


- wth Fi br you, which you aeferved ot, Co not arny detes, &v 


paſcribe glory to him, to whom it of fo much Reves Des 
ove, lay ht belongs, Lake 2. 14, His hear! bath been e> patri, 
raiſe Hey ; hey in love towards you, and you are not Par.in loc. 
and Ini haightned in him, Oh|be not ſtraightned in your 
rreat wth 2; ne but be yon alſo enlarged in love, and 
Hauered m tunkſulzeſs unto him. If the love of Chriſt be 
Plal. 103, mlaxtedin our hearts,it will pringout at your 
, anda hr, and your worths will ſhew forth his praiſe, 
"we; Bleſ (q) If your Sox's have been ſatisfied with this oPſ.6,,5; 
all by | urrow and fatneſs. your months will praiſe him 
$49 MINe! mh joyful lips. Whereas he, whoſe heart 
remperh't md /1ps are nor f;/cd with bleſſing and praiſe to 
gue ie Chriſt for his /3ve, gives clear evidence againſt 
With tl limfelf, that he hach either part nor lot #n this 
08 patter. Henever taſted of the love of Chriſt , 


þ reg wo is not thankfu'l for it. 


h thoſe 1 
b that 
y hu blu 
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o& r F Seth, 
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and pot 
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—_ — —— {Joc} 


Sed. 4. leed 


Cn of £ +B; way of Obligation to Holineſs and | iy, 
on boli 9bcaience. Know the love of Chriſt, {God 
neſt ang ſo asthereby to be reſtrained from fin, and cox Ytde 
obedience: ſt7:31e4 [0 duty and ſervice. And here I would ſan 
lay two things, of by, 

(1.) The love, grace, and mercy of Chriſt, I wth 

which he hath maniteſied in andertaking for us, $41 

as our Mediatcy and Redeemer, is the ſtrongeſt JCri 

mo:iv? that can be to Holineſs, and Obedience, {hou 

This is thac which the Scriptare uſerh, Rom, 6. Jim 

| The /cope of that wh:l: Chapter is to advance | Reds 
7 Holineſſe and Obedience , and the prime and I it: 
principall motive, which he ufeth thereuntoys I (« 
the Grace of God 1n Chriſt, Ver. 1. Shall we coy: I rd 
tian in fu,that grace may abound ?.God forbid. | # he 
And ver. 15. Shall we fix, becauſe we are not un [Wal 
der the Law, out under Grace ? God forbid. 16 I've 
the Devils Logickto argue from grace to fin, le 
b from /ove to looſeneſs, which the Apoſtle calts jos! 
off with abhorrency, as wnworthy to be enter- I'upt 
rained by an ingenn: us, gracions heart, ſo much Jjrec 

as in thought, they are wngodly men, wha tha: | wal 

turn the grace of God into laſciviouſneſſe, Jude 4. Jts/ 

Again Rom.12.1,2. Ibeſeech you, Brethren, by || 6r6| 
the m:-cics of God, that you preſent your Bodiess N4s ( 

living ſacrifice , holy and acceptable, which IJou 

Jonr reaſonable ſervice, and be not conformed to | Ch 
this world, &c. You ſee here, that the merci J and 

of God are the /trovg bondr, by which the 4- bar 


eſs and 
Chriſt, 
Ind con- 


I would 


Chriſt, 
7 for Ws, 
(rongef 


edience, 


Rom, 6. 


advance 
me and 
eunto,is 
' We con- 
i forbid, 
! n0t ute 
1d, Its 
e fo fin, 
tle calts 
e enter- 
ſo much 
wh) thus 
, Jude 4. 
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\ Mercits 
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le would draw theſe Romans from following 
he World in the corruptions,and luſts of it, and 
gage them to ſervice and obedience: andin«+ 
ted the moſt naturall, and proper inference 


from mercy is duty, and ſeeing our infinite mi- 
fry, bath mer with the i»fintre mercy of our 
God to relieve us in it, 8 redeem us from it, what 
«ther can be the reſzlc of ic with a ſeriousChri- 
ſian, bur che yeelding xp of himſelf to the God 
of bis mercies ? Thus x Cor.6.20. Te are bought 
mh & price, therefore glorifie God in your beay, 
din yonr ſpirit, which are Gods. Ihe love of 
(ariſt in going to the price of our Redemption, 
ſhould be a ſtrong obligation to usto glorifie 
lim with thoſe Bodies and Souls, which he hath 
kedeemed, at ſo dear a rate. Thus the Apoſtle 
Iyer exhorting to holineſſe, 1 Pet. 1.14,15,16. 
(a ebedient children not faſhioning yourſelvs ac- 
emding to the former Iuſts in your ignorance, but , Niſ pluſe- 
# be which hath called you 15 holy, ſo be ye holy quim fer- 
wall manner of Converſation. &c. ) makes the res ſrmus, 
br: of Chriſt in ſhedding his bloud for them, f4&"* 
lbe great ative. Ver. 18,19. Foraſmuch as rogers. 
Ju know , that you were not redeemed with cor yg dewg- 
raprible things as ſilver and guid, but with the veanus 
mecious bluod of Feſus Chriſt. So Cap. 4. 1. He Chriſt, 
makes the /ove of Chriſt in dying for us,a frong _ -—_ 
Maſon, why Chriſtians ſhould conform to his ,,,,, ,. 
mreſſe by crucifying their luſts. Foraſmuch then more nos = 
« Chrift hath [uffcr:d for. us in the fleſh, arm proſettutus. 
Jour ſelves with the ſame miud, This love of « , 94 
Chriſt is ſo ſtrong a Aorive , to Holineſſe nabis ſubiie 
and Obedi.xce, (r ) that unleſſe we are more (11 in 
ard than iron, We canuct but devote opr ſelves , Cor.5. 
Saeed ; SOPILY FRE GEES wholly ., 


—_ 
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wholly to Chriſt , when we con ſider how great- 
ly he loved us, when he ſhed his blood, and laid 
down bs life for us. 

2.) The Love of Chriſt, in the waye, 
whereby he hath expreſſed it to us, eſpecially 
in &zing for ns, and riſing again, is the — 
frftual means to promote our helixefs and obe- 

s '”:{ none dence» (5) I have read, That five Monks were 
ourChriſt, Fudying what was the beſt means to mortify ſn, 

74S» 68. One ſaid, to meaitate on Death , the ſecond,to me. 
ditate on 7 udgement , the third, to meditate 

the joyes of Heaven , the fourth, to meditate on 

the torments of Hell , the fifth and laſt, to medi- 

tate of the love and [offerings of Chriſt : Which 

indeed is the beſt means of all. There are bands 

of love called by theProphet,The cords of a Man, 

Hol.11.4. becauſe the molt' proper means to 

prevail with, aid work upon Man, who isa 

reaſonable creature, with theſe bands of low, 

the Lord Jeſus draws us from finto himſelf and 

ſervice, asin the forementioned place, and fer. 

31.3. Theſeheld the Apoſtle Paul falt bound 
C to his duty, and kept him from deviating, and 
wandring from Chriſt, ſee 2 Cor. 5.14, The 

love ef God conſtraincth us. He had before been 

ſpeaking of the force that fear had to make him 

ſolicitow in the ſervice of Chriſt , becauſe of 

the account which he was to give, ver. 10,11. 

And now he mentions the force of love, the 

love of Chriſt, which he ſhewed in dying for us, 

x and this (ſayes he) conffrains us, ouriye nuds 

t LIBS 7; bewss ms in 095 ever fide, as menin abeſirged 

Crit, ſacr. _. x oe, 

in verbo City, or as beaſts in a pinfold( as (t) ſome de- 
corixe, Cuce the Aſrtapbor)) that we cannot make 4» 


eſcape 


- On E 
Pp fredt- 


and laid 


WaJes, 
ſpecially 
moit ef« 
and obe+ 
Rs were 


rtitfy fin, 


1d,to me- 
edrtate of 
Aaitate oy 
to meadi- 
« Which 
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a Man, 
Weans 0 
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eſcape. (u) Or 8t keeps Pl: faſt bonnd, as with uMetapho- 
ras And bands;foruter yet lug viter, not frrced- 1a eft in 
ly but freely, that we cannot turn aſede to the Verbo cone 


Siringeadi, 


rooked Wayes of xn. and diſobedience to the dil. 
crook Jes of fn, je 0 the df. quanetatur 


pleaſing of Chrift,but miſt Ae that we are led by fieri non 
bim in the wayes of ebeatence and holineſſe.( xt poſſe, quin 


hath the poſſeſſion and rule of us, ſo as we are quiſquis 
ated by its influence and inſtinft, Now the mirificum 
love of Chriſt is an effefual means vf holineſſe, Hum amo- 


| oth \ rem quens 
and obeazence,two wayes ; by Argament,and by ,,o .*. 
Power, eſt nobts 


(1. )By Argument. This is clear by the fore- Chriftus 
fited paſſage of the Apeſt/e 2 Cor.5. 14. 15. morte ſua, 
Where he ſhews, how himſe/f and orbers came V7 ex: 
to be Confftrained by the 'cjove of Chriſt, and es _ 
that is by way of Argument: The love of Ch ift 1456 6 1, 
( ſaryes he ) conſtraineth HS, becaule we thus l:9atur, & 
judge, that if one ated for all, then were all dead, art ſimo 
end that be ated for all, that they which live, Unc 
conftifius, 
Jnld not henceforth live unto themſelves, but au» [1 0 
to bim Which ated for thrm, and roſe again. As obſequium 
if he bad faid, when we ſer our ſelves ſeriouſly addicat, 
toconfider the ave of Chriſt, in the c-zincxt Calv. 1n 
greatneſs of it, as carrying him co the Cr:ſſe, ot 
the Grave, to Death for us, we find out and con- —— 
tlud- vpn theſe two things, (1,)The miſcrable '7;t ( ampy 
condition of the «bjefts of it, tor if one died for all, Chrifli) ut 
we determine thus, That then were all drai(y) £15 afſoatu 
dead in ſin,and thereby liable tothe wrath of God 


quaſt core 
, G 
end eternal puniſhment, for Why ſhould be elſe rept aga 


mits omntas 
Bez. 1n 
loc, y Morte ſcilicet peccati, per quod ire Det, etermſque penis fatti 
obnoxtt , quid enim attinebat pro omutbs mort, ſt omnes veas mort is 
inveniſſet, Calixe, in loc, | 


die 
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die for all, if he had not found all ina ſtate of 


death ? (2.) The Holineſs of the end of it. And 
that he ated for all, that they who live, &c, This 
is our holy reaſoning, and reckoning , that the 
end of his love in dyzng for us was, that they who 
live, who by his favoxr and benefit are redeem- 
ed from wayth and damnation, ſhould not hences 
forth live untothemſelves, not order their lives 
according to their owx will, nor ſerve the lyſt 
and deſires of the fleſh, but unto him that died 
for them, androſe again, that is,be raled wholly 
by bz will,and ded;cate themſelvs to his ſervice, 
living for his xſe and glory, and renonncin 
whatſoever is contrary to him. Now thu (fays 
he)conſtraineth xs. Thele are arguments ſo full 
and forcible, that we are ſurrounded by them, 
no gap left open for ſin and licentionſneſs, . but 
we are wholly bound np, and conſtrained in ſers 
vice & obedienceto him, who hath thus /oveq us, 
» Nam ut (2.) By Power, Asthere is an Argument in 
bumanita- the love of Chriſt engaging Chriſtians ro holi- 
zcm Verbo xeſs and obedience : ſo there is a vertue and pox 
914 11M- er flowing from thence, which doth exable be- 
tute, Perbi ,. | 
excicavi x levers chereunto,' The death and reſurrefion 
morte : fic Of Chriſt ( wherein bis {ove moſt eminently ap- 
etiim nos peared) is not only the meritorious and exem» 
ſivt unitos, plary canſe of our dying to ſin, and living to God, 


> wmſitos, f efficient cauſe of it, by a ſecret pow- 
eilemvire but allo the fi It » by a lecret pow 


Pute Cxuſl- : : : 
citat ad / believe. (&) For as the _— being united 
e 


novam.vis to the Word, was by the power of the Word raiſed 
tam gratie from the dead: ſo thoſe who are united to him ,and 
- war wy implanted in him, are by the ſame power raiſed 
wor. Jromih: death of ſon to the life of graces _ 

| we params poath þ porch oe Ibegd there 
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That 
there 


towards the Children of Mey. 
there is ſuch a powey, is clear, from Phil, 3, 10. 
where the Apoſtle ſhews, thar the height of his 
anbition was'to know Chriſt, yet not by a xotio- 
wiand empty', but a powerful and effeftual 
knowledge. T hat I may know him, ana the pow- 


vertue, flowing from his reſurreftvon, working the 


face here, and-glory hereafter. And the fellowe 
hip of his ſufferings: (b) Not only that which i; 


eternal, and ftands in the bearing of the Croſs, \ 


but alſo that which is inwayd , and ſtands in the 
mertifying of thefleſh,aud the crucifying f the old 
ws. And this by being made conformable unto 
lixdeath, oupwrps pag, 'Conformis fatius, or, 


like effeft in himſelf, in raiſing bim to the life of 
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trof his reſurreftion , that is, ( a) 4 Power and aBiinſlcy 


Myſtical 
Implant, 
Pp. I91, 


b Calv, 1n 
OC, 


(infiguaratus. (c) Not conforming 1 ſelf ,*by c Brinſtey 
hay of imitation, bat, being made confermable by bt ſupri 


1ower out of my ſelf , the power and vertue of 


(hiſts death. (4) For whoſoever conforms to 
(hrifts death and reſurreftion by dying to ſin,and 


-P. 132. 


dNa quiſe 
quts boc 


facit, non 


ning 4g ain to-newneſs of life, doth ut not by any idagit pre 


wer or ability of bis own, tut is buried with 
(iſt, and raiſed in Chriſt, and is therefore 
wanted into him, and quickened by bis Sperit. 
Nw,this power and vertae is drawn forth trom 
brilt by Faith , as appears from Col. 2, 12. 
wicd with him in Baptiſm , whirein alſo you 
t riſen with kim, through the faith of the opera- 
mof God, who hath raiſed him from the dead, 
h which words we have the oxtward Sign, 
ich doth repreſent a Chriliians communion 
th Chriſt in bis dearh, and reſwrrefHon , and 
at is Baptiſm; As alſo the inwara Grace, 
eby a Chriftian comes to be realy cone 

| formable 
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cam Chtte 
ſto ſepuitys 
«ft,in Chrt- 
ſlo 1Oſure 
rexit, 054 
igitur in 
Chriflum 
mtu, &r 
Sprrituy 
Chriſt: 22- 
wIficatus, 


222 


eObjeflum 
particula = 
re,quod. fi- 
des potifſi- 
mim bac 
in re intue- 
-tar,eſt, Dez 
potentta 
EXCILAns 
Chriſtum 
ex mortus 
pro ſalute 
noftra, 
Day. 1n 
lecp.208. 
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formable ro Chriſt in-both; by the death of ſin; | 
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and life of grace, and chat is Fazrh, which is fer |: 
forth both in ir ſelf, as it is the Infrumen, || 
whereby we become real partakersof the be. 
nefics of Chriſts death, - and relurre@ion; which 
are ſignified in Baptiſan : And alſo is its Ax. J« 
thor, and Worker, which is God,called therefore | * 
Faith sf the operation of Goa , to. daitinpuiſh it 
from a falſe faich. ef our own farcywmg.andlike- 
wile in its Exerciſes, for it acherh upon the 
power of Goa,put fotthi in rai/ng, of Chriſt from 
the dead , and thence derives a pomrer for. the 
raiſing of the ſoul from the /prritaet death.in 
lin, £0. 2. Piritual lifg-of | grace ; that isthe 
meaning of char-claufe. which 1s::added , wh 
hath raiſed him from the dead, as the {e) Revo 
rend Davenantbath oblerved. - hn» bh 

Now; whac ts all this for ; Chriffsams ; butto 
perſwade you to labour after /uch' 4. krowledg: 
of Cbriſt and his lve., as may be efeitueltd 
yaur Holineſs and, Ohraience, And I beſeechyou, | jr 
be not ſatisfied without it, for,. _... +. + 4 Jn 

(1.) Without cis you croſs and thwart Jelw Iſter 
Chriſt in one mats exd and deſign of his ove, in Je 
undertaking, ating, and ſuffering for us, whicl Jt 
was n0t loofyeſs and livention{nefs , but iboliweſt Yaſo! 
and obeazence, that we might ſerve b1m;aswellJits) 
as be {aved by him, and thac we night be ſavedJmck 
from fin, as well as. frem wrath ,' and fromWtiu v, 
filth and power oflin ;- as well as the gailzand} (: 
condemuation Of Ci )Why was be manſeſted®Inofe 
our fleſh, but to take: away oxr fins, and that Rhea 


| mg his deſtroy the works of the Devil ?.t John 4 ity 


$- 8. Why was becalled 7eſas,butthar he — flve 
47 
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= hinprophe frons their fins, as you find it ( / 
Mats 1.21. Why did be /anttifie bimſelf (by (g) 
offering hinaſelf up to God 4s 4 ſacrifice.) but for 
wr {akes that we alſo might be ſanftified?Joh.17. 
19. Why did he give himſelf for us , and bear 
ar fins 3n his oWn body an the T r:e , but that he 
wight ſantisfie and cleanſe us , that we might be 
preſented glorious without fot or Wrinkle , that 
w might be holy, and withant blemiſh, Ephel. 5. 

25,20,27: T bat he might redeem us from all ini- 
(wt), 4-14 purifie unto himſelf a pecmliar people, 
weloys of goed works, Tit. 2.14, That we being 
ked to: frus, ſhould live wnto righteouſneſs, 1 Per, 
v24. Why did he riſe agaix, but that he might 
Lord of dead andliving, Rom. 14.9. and thar 
mob bring forth ſruit nnto God ? ROMs 7. 4- 


' I Vby 1s he ſer ro any people in the Miniſtry of 


be Go5pel, bur to bleſs them: in tarning them from 
er iniquities? as Acts 3.26. Indeed, what 1s the 
ws of the whele work of our Redemption, from 
irſt to /aſt, but that we being delivered ont of rhe 

as of our enemits, mighs ſerve him without 


ker, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all 


s dove, in Ie days of our life ? Luke 1.74,75. Now,whac 
us, whidl Itbame wonld it be for Chriſtians, by fix and 
« ;bolixeſt P#ſobedience to fruſtrate this end of Chrilts love 
m;aswellfied);ng for us, andas much as in them lyes 70 
© be ſavedmuke the Croſs and Redemption of Chriſt to be 
from uti vain, and of none effett ? 

xilzand}” (2.) Wichoutthis you make void your own 


oſefted®Ipofe ſion ; your Chriſtianity fallsto.the ground, 
athins of oezht, in reſpeR of 2ruth and re- 


2d that 
+ John$Þd7;aqd in reſpec ct profit and benefit to your 
;t he mi{®ſſelves, Let every. one tha naweth the Name of 

Ile Cbriſt 
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- 224 The Tranſcendency of Cbrifts Love 
Chriſt (ſayes the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 2. 19.) thy ft 
ar "bh himſelf co be a Chriffias , thar 4+ 
asked to wboms be belongs,owns Chriſt for hisT org It 

h Mclins and Maſter, plorieth in, and boaſts of that ri{4. [1 
eſi Apoſts= 1534, let every ſach a one, that weuld be in deed It, 
cam eſſe* ard in truth, what he ſays and fhews heis in fb 
fern, & ord and tongue, depart from iniquity, & Tegire, 
_— let bim be an (h ) Apoſtate, make, and maintain Ii 
-rwery the greateſt dijtance from ſin and niquity Let Jus 
Luch.Loci him avoid 3t, not paſs by it turn from tt, and paſt (% 
- com.Clal. ,way, as the Wiſe man expreſſeth ir, Prov.g.1y, Jt 
5 hf was = Ocherwiſe,though be have 4 xame to live, by i P* 
1s Ch;5htin 424d; Rev. 3.1. He is a Chriſtian i 75 pang, fb 
awos eſſe omtwardly, not iy ry «only, inwardly ,, i ye, Jie 
dicimus,, paalt inthe Letter, nor # T1Wpalr, in the Spirit, 0) 
perdimus agthe Apoſtle phraſerh it, Rom 2. 28, 29. the Þ. 
wm tant ſpadow of Chriſtianity he may have, but want Jv! 
= _ the ſubſftance,he may have a profeſion,but wants It 
pra w ara Fae #" 
vitatis, power (which is all 3x all in Religion) andiois fn 
Saly. de nothing atall in Gods account. Av Idil irs () 
Gub. Dei thing, 1 Cor. 8. 4. and a formal Chriſtian is nc 
4099 more, 4 painted Image without life , having}! 
b b lks nor. Such as call#in 
fone altueh Jes Out ſees nc, feet but wa mcbase 
officioſuo themſelver Chriſtians, and are not ſo inated, de®, 
mhil eſt, ſtroying the power and vertme of that holy Nam 
Idem.p. by their wickedneſſe, as (i) Salvian ſpeaks, forÞ#4: 
pe? . Aa (k) name u nothing, no not the name of Chl. i 4 
con _ ſtian, without duty and atiion anſwerable there wth 
daere, &> Hnto, (1) They are meer cheats in Religion and 


a per andprevaricators of the name of Chriſt, who cal ps L 


brifti via themſelves Chriſtians, and yet walk not thews) hh 


Fd alba of Chrift fayes Cyprian. Whatever amiablent fadfy 
eſt, quam VA AR _ PL : ls 
prevaricatie divin nomins 2 Cypr, de Zelo (mi) AR oſcit, 
cnerey: 
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, 19.) that fihere be in the ame of Chriſt and the profe ſion 

hac- being 10 Chriſtianity,there is zoxe at all in thoſe, who ; 
or hirLord re withont holineſs and obeazznce 9 they are but ” _—_ 
that reg. [ines cum ornamento, as (m) Salvzan phrafeth P. es. ; 

| be in deed Uh, Swane till, though acckt and adorned, nav n Cbiiſtia. 
ws heis in ey are o0aioxs and loathſome. T hey who pro= HS Ii PCC 
y, &Togjre, ſs to know God, andin Works deny him, are a» £10 Vis 
| maintgy Ihwinable, Tit. 1.zlt. A Chriſtia living in ſin, _— 
wity . Let pd ſerving his lusts, 15 a horrible Spefre, yea 4 pen, Th n 
F, and paſt wnſter in the account of God, layes (n) one of ſerviens, 
Prov.g.1s, Jr Own. Thus you lee, that Wi:hogt holineſs, Porrendurt 
ive, be 4 Joca make void the 1raty and real: 7 of cher ſpcitr mY 
' 76 pang; Foiriſtianity., and for profic and benefit, they are ppaka revs 
, & Yea} fike £0 receive none by ic. Ozr happine(s (ayes Gras ana 
the Spirit, 9) a Father ) ſtands not in being called but in be Dco, Dar, 
, 20. the $#g.Chriſtians, and cheretore, it becomes us to” I Col, 
but wang $vok chac we be nor only Chrifttans in name, 4 —_ ; 
but wants Kt in reality. ( Pp) T he naw of Sainte will be ;- wi = 
and ſoit ${ 19 4dtantage to thoſe, who live not S153t-like, ww ra __ 
Idbl is ws ly foes. Chirilt will profir that man nothing 2% xeigie 


[tian is #ho is Sine Cbhri 0 Chriſtio1ns, heayinso his Q1';, tA 

15.) . = 0 © ay 6 

> hav Name wit hout participating o; his Natare, and ; re as: 
9 


ich ar call ing h1s will. (q) An ou7we ra profe ſro «vails yoo , 
rated, dr ('®, if accomp.rnied with wicked fratlices He zMAGg 10 
oly Nam oat ſayes, hc is Chriſt s,that he may be ſo indced, vyas pa- 
zeaks: for ta to his own arvantage, muſt keep at the greats» K&gmy 

het. ff 4 cm an nuholy life, for none but ſuch 7% oe 
of Chet: tance from an rnnholy life, for none but ſuch eng oy 

- q * / * o = : Gs ZÞ] » 

ble there wth C briſt acknowtearce fer his own. The wn , 1 Mag- 
ligion and | | nel. p.52. 
- whacs * vita Sanftorum nov!s deegt , appellatid Sanccorum minil prodentt, 
, ho wen be In Col. p. g.  Nijil prodeit nomen ſanttum babere fine moribus 
oft #1. AE val & Moog OITW V 
ub vv, de Gub, De1 lib, 3. p. 99+ q Profeſſto exteria #14! roaſt, © 
LAvrene/fadfint mala opera. Qui ſe Chriſti eſſe dicitz wt vere, U+ fun juo boro 
ls fit, longe abſit a vita impuri ; Altos quanrales Chriſti 20a ag. 
ſeit, Grot, in 2 Tim, 2+ 19% 


Q_ _ profitable- _ 


373 
ther 


TheTranſcendency of Chriſis Lowe 
profitableneſs of ſuch mens Rel:gron may appeg 
from an #n1xioy of fuch particulars as theſe. 
for (1.) Itleavesthem ſport of acquaintance 
with Chriſt. They who have truly learned 
Chr. ft, have been taught to put off the old man 
with his deceitfil liſts, and to put on'the new may 
Which after God is creatra ia righteouſneſs , aud 
true holineſs, Epheſ. 4 20,21,22,23,24. Heres 
by we do know that we know tim , if we keep hy 
commanaments: Hethat [aith, I know him, and 
keepeth nit bis commanaments, us 4 lyar, and the 
trathi; wot in him, 1 Jobn 2.3, 4. Again, 
(2.) It leaves them ſhort of r:[ation to him, and 
interiſt s4 him. They are not Chriſts, for they 
who ar: Chriſts, have crucified the fleſh, with the 
aff tins and Iuſts. Gal. 5. 24, They arenot 
the friends of Chriſt, tor they who are ſuch, 

eep his eommanamints, John ng. 14. Apain, 
(3.) Ir leaves them art of anion with Feſw 
Criſt, for If any manbers Chriſt, he ts a new 
creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. he walks as Chriſt all, 
walked, 1 Join 2.6. and thats, z:ot after the 
Fleſ), but cj: the Spirit, for tre law oj the Sp 
rit 6; life 13 Criſt Jeſus , ſets thrm free from tht 
law of ſin ard death , Rom. 8. 1, 2. Again, 

(4) It leaves them ſhort of communion and fel. 
lowſhip with Feſss Chriſt , for thoſe oxuly have 

fellowſhip with him, who walk in the Light, 4 
be is in the Li;ht, but sf we ſay, that we baveſet 
lowſhip with bim, and walk in darkpeſs, we tt, 

and do not the trath,1 John 1. 6, 7. Now, how 

vain and #»profitable muſt that mans profeſſio» 
needs be, which leaves him thus without Chrif, 
without the rr4e knowledge of him, ec” to 

in, 
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him, 2220% and communios with him ? ſurely it r Ecce qua» 
will never be avai/able to ſalvation; and there- #5 /#z7, 
fore no wonder, if (5.) Ic leaves them ſport of ta . Ciba 
. . olunts 
wceprance with Chriſt at the laſt day, and ad- Talis pro- 
wi/[ton 1nts glory, for (as the Scri ptare teilihes, jetty ſear 
Mat. 7. 21422, 23.) there be many, who cry, *jt> quales 
Lird, Lord,make a fair outward ſhew and pro- © /*&tato- 
feffion, whos for want of doing his will, ſecond- ans, _ 
ng that profeſſion with power and praQtice , mart 
ſhall be.turned off (with a Non novs vos, I know ſuis poreſt 
joy not ) among the workers of iniquity. ille qui c0= 
(3.) Withour this, your profeſſion will but _ 


tend to agravate your fin , and condemnation <Q0mods 


of truth 15 evil Spoken of, 2. Pet.2.2, The wnholy eſſe Diſci= 
lives of Chriſtians opex the months of Trrks,and Je Gu. 
Isfidels, ro ſpeak againſt Chriſt and Chriſli- Dei bb.4. 
anity. Lo, theſe are they that wirſhip Chriſt, P38. 149. 
their religion is ſuch as the profeſſors are , and as * _ _ 
the Diſciples are,ſuch is their Lord and Maſter, 7 arias. 
u the worſhippers ave, ſuch is he who f5 hr ſhip* ſymys 

ped by them, as (r) Salvian brings them in blaſ- (barbaris) 
pheming, Thus they increaſe their own perſonal ſe 202 melt: 
twilt by way of participation,the guilt of others * / 2 
blaſphemies redounding upon them, by whom = efſe ol 
they were occaſioned. 1his makes Chriſttns bemus Crt« 
to be worſe than Heathens, for 7h: reby (as the minoſior = 
lame (s) Salvian excellently) we are worſe than # culpa 
they, if we are not better, becauſe we ſhruld be Pak ” 
better, for the more honourable any mans ſtate is, ,,, <1 . : 
the more criminal is his fanlt. And again, a ibidem 
fe 6 I little p. 133: 


M{osSaly. 4 
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'r Nos qt little after, (t) If we who are called Chrifti- 
CyriSHt am Ans, ao any toeng that is like to the impari ies of 
m_—_ Heathens, we err _ than they, —_— = the 

wtf * ? pro a of 4 bo ame : 
mile ali» more foul) unger the pr fe ſſien f 4 ame , 
quid bar. where there is the higher privileage , there is the 
borum im- preater fanlt , for that Religion , which we pro- 
puritall99s fofs doth accuſe the offences which we cemmit. 
FACUmss » (2.) Toxr cond:mnation. Such as profeſſe to knoy 
ow : ON Chrift, and yet in works deny him , as they con- 
CY AM 5, , b. 
Arrociiis tract a greater guilt : lo they do deſerve, and 
eun ſubd incurre a Or:ater and a ſortr puniſhment. The 
fare: *0- higher anv are raiſed towards heaven, by pro 

4 i 1 =. : . . 
> © fefſion, and privileages, the lower ſhall they be 
£i110,12 ; __ X 
Pn aſk into bell , if they walk nit up thereunto, 
ol {vii T tns ts tne condemnation , the very emphaſis of 
wor off a;undtigg, the fing of bell, that light is come 


prerogal!* ;a;o the world, ai:d men love darkne(s rather than 

va, MO 1;ohr. John 3. 39. It kad been bittcr' for (cb 
2  tipht, John 3. 39. It kad been bittiy' for ft 

ef culpaz © 4 » 61M fl / 


ivl.a erm wot to batc homwn Chriſt, and the way of 1ohte 
errores 0, on{neſs, than to walk contrary thereuato, 2 Peter 
ſtros relt= 2.21. Thrc and S1don , Sod,m and Gomorrah 
g10, quam pil fare better in the aa) of Pudoment and meet 
proftems, ich ancaſier Hell, than ivch (hall Afat. 11.21, 
ora ge &c. T vur huly name uicreaſuth their gmlt, and 
P. 1 4. their profe ſſion of goodneſs , makes their wicked« 
u Magis meſs the more damnable,as(u )Salvian obſerves, 
elamnabilts Ngw that this may never be your caſe, 

eſe malititz (1) Dwell uponthe Love of Chriſt in Re- 
ne vey deeming of you, by Meditation, till you be con- 
tis accuſat, ſtrained by the Argument that it carryes along 
e& reatus with it, to hate and avoid all fin, and to yield up 
my pum your ſelves ſincerely to his ſervice. Set your 
<.1» 1b,  {E1ves therefore to meditate how far. his love 
; Ep * carried him , in doing and. ſuffering for you! 
Del p.154+ Conſider 
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Conſider his [ncarnation, Life, Death, remem= 
ter, that it was ſj which put him to all that 
jane and troxble, that labour and ſorrow which 
be endured, that the removing of this evil of ſin, 
made him fo W://zngly undergo all that evil of 
ſuffering, which youread of, And then, As to 
ſm, reaſon thus with your ſelves, Was fin the 
rreat caſe and imſtrument of Chrilts death? 
ere wy ſins the cords that bound him, the 
zups that /conrged him, the thorns that word: 
4hym,the »4it, that faſtaed him, the [pear that 
werced him,and fercht his hear:. 6/004 from him? 
ind ſhall 1 /ove the (ins that kd my Saviour? 
ball I ſe them kindly, who thus abuſed him ? 
God forbid, 1 would not embrace him as a 
read, who had liin my Father, nor hag in my 
hſome that Ser peut which had ſtung my friend 
odeath ; and ſhall | extertarn and chcrifh fin, 
mich bath dealc worſe than ſo with my ever- 
ing Father, my beſt Friend ? far be it from 
ne. Again , Did Jeſus Chriſt do, and /affer, 
{| this out of bis /cve to me, but extream hatred 
painſt ſin, and fhail | fo ill require his love, as 
love that which he hated?Did he come to take 
may ix,and ſhall I r:ſume and embrace it?was 
le ſent to co-dems it,and ſhall 7 jxſtsfie ir? was 
ie manifelted to deſtroy the works of the Devil , 
nd ſhall I /ave them? vid he ate for fin,and ſhall 
llive 3 5t? was he cut of to finiſh tranſgreſſion 


ad wake an nd of fins, and ſhall 1 con- 
nue 5 fi, that grace may abound? doth he 
make daily approaches to me , tO tarn me from 
vine 3n3q4s:4c5, and ſhall I as conſtantly return 
b them ? God forbid, Methinks the conſidera- 
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Chriſts love, in dying for you, and riſing 4- 
eain,for the brings»9 you into conformity there» 


bl | 
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tion of theſe things ſhoulJ ſet a Chriſtian 4s ſay ro app 
from in, as Anſelme was, who ſaid, (x ) That jon End 
sf be ſhauld ſee the ſhame of ſ1n on the one hang, chriſt 
and the pains of bell on the other, and muſt of - {pon 
ceſſity chooſe one, he would rather be truſt into val 
bell without ſin , than go txto heaven with fin, |, | 
And for Scrvice, reckon thus with your ſelves; won ds 
AC If the Lord Feſus hath thus loved me, to ſuffer "I? 
y $120 tio C1ch indigniites and hardfaps for me,and beflow bl fro 
anſi nill= ſy many, 10 great, ſo wonderful bleſſings upon Þ , +. 
es pro ©ji5 me, ſurely | owe the greateſt /ove, duty,and ral, fr: 
gloria poſe 1 1:-1c6 to him; (y) Smrely, were I able a Gabe 
_—_ thouſand times, to ſhed my blood for his glory and | 
ſundere, to undergo the baraeſt labours a thou, axd Jars, Bam cle 
& mille 1] were never able to make a compenſation for the th ſink 
ants thouſand part of one of his b:uefits, becauſe all his hath 101 
0 Wotaages benefits are of infinite worth, and, were we able bough 
babores "VE 1 ld require infinite love and ſervice }- ©. 
ſubire, ne #0 grve tt, wouta req do that 1 i gave 
mill:ſins 4s our hands. But becauſe we cannot do that , wn b1, 
partem vl firmly reſolve to do that which I eaſily WM) fn the 
#niusbene* (through bis aſſiſtance) aud wherewith the Di- N.. 1 vce 
ficii poſſem goeaneſs is well pleaſed, namely,with all care nany 4 
my". "" Bs keep all his Commanaments,ſo that I will rather ing to {i 
b. Leſf, 4« die, than wilfmlly break any of them ; yea, I will |; your 
Yum. bono. devote my whole life to bis ſervice, that all my 5 his R 
lib 4. c.4. thoughts, Words, and tlions may be diretea to may be 
P $77. bis glory. Thus reaſon your ſelves into the «- "BL 
bediexce and ſervice of / eſus Chriſt, by the con- ple, tt 
' fpaeration of his great love towards you , in þe- BOW 
ing bumbied, and becoming obeazent to the death ſelves | 
of the Croſs for you. | God, Pl 
Nt wm forth by faith the Power. of b Gone: 


towards the C hildren of Men. 


nto. By faith believe char there is ſuch a power, 
ind apprehend, and apply it ro your ſelves, till 
jon ind, T hat you are planted trge her with 
Chriſt tw the Likeneſs of his death and r:(wrre&4- 
#Rom. 6, 5. Sochat what was gone in him 
utzrally aud property, be done tn you by way of 


fnalogy ana Proportion as (S) Chryſoſt ome EX> Tz Dnod in 
nds theſe words. Thar as he Gied arrue, C110 fas 
Wtaras! death for jin by a real ſep; r.2tion of his _ - 

wl from his body : fo you may dy a trae ſpirs- ankagy fs 
mal death to fan, by a real ſepara'ion of your nobis fiert 
bls from the bo-!y of ſin 3 not from the or that inellrgit 
nember, bur from the wh./c body, and every 2*7 alle 
nember ; For (a) 4s none will account that © ICT £ 
. proportts 
wan clean, who is found wallowing but tn one fil- yey,chrf. 
th nk; ſo neither is that Chriſtian clean, who: in loc. 

hath not rexounced all his fins. As bis was, aNo! mute 
hough violent and painfylzyet vo/untary deaths darur miſe 
k gave himſelf for 0zr ſins, Gal.2.4. andlaid |, pores 
lms bis life freely, John10.19,18. So, though ;j; ;cou. 
n the mortification of your /uſts you offer ciavit. 
wolence, :o them and /xffer pain in your ſelves, Yui enim 
nany an 4gony, and ſonl conflift, yer your dy- mundum 
ing to ſin muit be voluntary, and the ſacrificing dixertt be- 
of your lxſ?s a freewill cff-ring to theLord. That LEES 
his Reſurriffion was tO 4 new life, 10 you ,,n 
may be rated x» from the death of /in to walk, tloack w0- 
nnewneſs of life, Rom 6.4. having a #ew prix [ateturs 
aple, the Spirit and not the fleſh ,, a new rule, Parif.de 
be word and not the wer ld, a new endznot your © HWPe 
klves but God, the praiſe and glory of ** 

God, Phil. 1. 1x, For ſo Feſus Chrift, in that 

le liveth , he liveth unto God, Rom. 6. 10, 


Q4 (b)To 
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b In the (Þ)Tothe glory of God the Father,N.4, As he veing 
roam raiſed from the dead died no more , death hath m 
15,01d THIS yore domiiiiin over bim,w.g, <0 you be1rs raiſed 


_— from {1n may no more be tured to folly, fin 
WhRICh BONN 4 p * © 4 

9 ore A:1:n08 over Yor £ 
renders 1 PE) hawe no more Arminion over Youu, 1 us con 


eloriam , form your lelves to Chriſt in his death andye. 
thinkivg » [arrecHion which becauſe you canner do of your 
thar He 18 ſe/2eg, by your own power, Excrciſe faith on 
ove ur a the operation of God#n rai fans of Chriſt fromthe 
> wy eek dead, till you come to know, experimentally the 
thein- pewer of his reſurxef10n feeling the ſame power 
rends by pur forth 1n your ſelves, for the ra5/ing you up 
this clauſe tg yewatſſe of life, and making you conformable 
G—_ to his death. So much for that ſecond Diredj- 
cauſe of © Concerning your. kxyowledge of the love of 
Chriſts Chriſt, chat ir be effeCtuail. There is yet one 


reſurrefti- more, which is this. 
on which 


15 the glory of the Father, vide_Bex, in {oc, 


$5 
Y Oct: 


A © 
m5 


CHAP. XI. 


Dire&. 3. ( a; bp that your knowledge of the love 
Thar it be of Chriſt be Cognitio progreſſivay 4 
a progreſ- pea reſhye Knowledge, and that in two re» 
peas, 


five knows 
kedge, 


Sect; 


| veing 
\ath ng 
raiſed 
'y, fin 
1S Con. 
nd re. 
| Your 
th on 
0m the 
ly the 
power 
701 vp 
-mable 
ret 
love of 


et one 
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Sea. 1, 


( 2} in reſpeR of your ſelv:s. Be not con- 
tent that you have a true knowledge 

of Jeſus Chriſt, and his love, nor take up your 
reſt in any meaſure of that knowledge,to which 
ou have already attained, but labour to 4- 
$7 and increaſe more and more. Do you 
know the love of. Chriſt with an affi&ionate, 
and effeaall knowledge, as you have been 
direfted * yer ſtay not here, bur go on to know 
him and it more affettionatly, fo as to love him 
more abundantly,to ac ſire him more ardextly,to 
dlight1n him more contentealy, to trast in him 
more firmly, and to fear offending him more 
folicitouſly,go on to know him more effe&xally, 
ſ0as to apprehend his love more confidently, 
and apply it to your ſelves more aſſaredly, to 


admire it more hambly, to be more coraially, 
and fraitfally thankful tor it, to be further re- 


moved from fin, even the leaſt appearance of ir, 
and more devoreg to his ſervice, ſfianding com- 
pleat,and: perfect in all the will of your God. To 
this purpoſe conſider, 

(1.) That it is the property of every true 
Chriſtian thus ro grow and encreaſe more and 
more. The path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, 
that ſhineth more and more till it be perfet da 
Prov.4. 18, T he righteogs ſhall hold on his way, 
and he that hath clean hands ſhall wax ftronger 
and ftronger, Job.17.9. You cannot evidence, 
War you know Chrilt at all in 774th, unleſle you 


grow 


233 


In reſpe& 
of our {elvs 


A WW 


Js . 


%% 


*1tis ar” 


ſeaper ac 


234 The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
grow in the knowledge of him, for, Then ſhall 

we know, tf we follow on to know the Lord, Hoſ 6, 

3. Thus the Apoſtle Pay! ſayes of himſelf,Phil, 

3 12,13,14. Noet as though I had attained, ti. 

they were already perfeft , but 1 follow after, 

sf that I may apprehend that, for which alſ 1 

am apprehended of Chriſt wo. Brethren, 1 

1 count not my ſelf to have apprehended, but this 

one thing [ do, forgetting thoſe things that arc be- 

cNunquim binde, and reaching forth to thoſe things which 
ave before , I preſſe toward the mark, for the 
bitr.tt , J* prize of the l4gb calling of Godin Chriſt 7eſus, 
difle, ",” Youſeethat the Apote(rhough I believe one 
n4am dice, Of the highe#t forme in the School of Chrifi )did 
/-tiseſl, not pretend unto perfeition, only was Contie 
fed ſemper nually going forward,and making a profictency , 
TON h; and thus 1s the property of every gracious man, 
: :- who (as(c) Bernard hath ic ) doth never think, 


tramw,tta ar : « : 
7 ſcmper that he hath attatned , never ſayes that it t5e- 


iveret, mongh, but is alway hungring and thirſting af- 
dans. ' ter yighteouſneſſe, ſo that if he ſhould al\vay 
_m . live, he would alway (as much asin him ys) 
cit, riltior fÞr#ve to be morc righteous, he wonld al\vay en- 
eſe cor deavenr with all bys might to go forward jrow 


terderit, 801d "to better. (d) Where there is life, there 
ener ae will be groveth, and if grace be trut it will ſure 
Maes” ly encreaſe. T hough a painted tree or fl wer keeps 
cor totis alway at the ſame pitch, and will be as little ten 
viribus co, years hence, as it ts now ;, Jet aliving tree, alt 
nwerurs, wing flower, grows 0n ſtill towards perfettion, fo 
B-rn, EPs though Pretenders of Religion keep ata ftay, 
26 cs pag, ratkre, when their firft heats Are [penty are fear» 
d Mmt,on fully blaſted; yet thoſe who bave true grace, 


Zude, pag. are compared to living plants and trees, ao grov 
if 


A 
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is bulke and ſtature, in beayty and fraitfulneſſe, « Godwins 
This is excellently ſer forth by the Palm Chriſtians 
Pla). 92. 12,13, I4, The Prghteom ſhall flour growth, Pp. 
iſh like the Palme tree, be ſhall grow like a Ca- ape 
dar in Lebanon : Thoſe that be Hanted inthe S _— 
Houſe of the Lerd, ſhall flouriſh in the Conris of f p 9 
ar God : T bey ſpall ſtill bring furth fruit in old Emb], 36, 


1 


age, they ſhall be fat and flonriſting. (e) Here P*R;177- 
- nat | cb. . gSchrevcl, 
snot onely 4 mrntion of growing but of flouri- | 

, , mp OY ea Comment, 
ing, and here s flour:ſhing thrice mentioned and in Virg. 
tis uot onely growing and flouriſhing like a tree, Fneid. 
but like a palm tree ( ( f ) which flogriſheth wn- 1-7-p.666 
kr oppreſſion) and like « Cedar ( which of all F%; Nat: 
trees 15 {aid to be the talleſt, and ſhoots up bi oh. ft. ib 16 

andiv F | Cap. 40. 

f, agd its ('g) wood moſt durable) like a Ce> p. agr. 
tar,uot growing in ordinary places, but in Leba- Eraſm. 
non, where were the goodli: ft Cedars : Ner doth A9ag. p. 
the Spirit promiſe here A fleariſhing of bon ghs _ I95. 
ard lravs only, as ſome trees a1, and ns more, my gs 
but in: fruit ,, and this not ontly for fruit once in a Caſanb, in 
fear, or fer one year, but they ſtill bring forth Perl.p.87. 
fruit : aud that not oxtly in their youth and be« Þ Fils 
tinaing ofgrace , but inold age ; and that not ©2, "ah 
mly in the entrance of that ſtate which © k ag 
called old age, threeſcore years, bat that Which +5 amor 
the Scripture calls the perfection of old age,three* ad canitie 
ſeore years and ten, graybeaded old age ( (») as !* rum. 
the learned Hebrews obſerve upon the word moms wg 
here uſed ) for that which folleres to an hunared (Scib) ; 
yars, 4nd upWard 4: atage, as they reckon it. Tayler. 
What A drvine Climax aoth the Spirit of God capit-patr. 
wake in thisScrrpture,to ſhew that the godlyman, ©0+50-3% 
4 to his tate is ſo 4 PET - Caryll. *on 
20 his ſtate, is ſo f r from declining, thathe 15 Tebav.e.p 
mill climbing higher and higher : To the ſame 33.0xDius 
purpole 


\ 
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purpole is that of Hol. 14.5, 6. I will be ug , 


dew unto Iſrael, be ſhall grow as the Lilly and caſt 
fortb bis roots as Lebanon, his branches ſpall 


ſpread and his beauty ſhall be as the Olive tree, 
and his ſmell as Lebanon. Which ſhews how 
Chriſtians grow by all wajes of growth, upwarg 
and downward, in root, branches, and fruit, and 
this ſ-wit eminent in fairneſs and ſweetneſs, as 
the Olive tree,, as Lebavon, Though'the bogy 
of a pifture doth not grow, yet the bogy of a hi. 
vins wan doth, and ſo doth the body of Chrif, 
and every member thereof, that is ryzely of the 
boy, not zyed thereto by an outward pro. 
{eſſios onely, but cloſely kn#t by a real union az 
is expreſſed by the Apoſtle in two places, Eph. 
4.15, 16. Col. 2, 19, in both which places he 
ſhews the manner of ritual growth in the 


| Myſticall Body of Chriſt, by proportion of the 


growth of Hemvbers in the Natral Boay.Chriſt 
is the Head , from whom the whole Boay fith 
joyned togetier, and compatted by that which & 
very joynt ſapplicth according to the effettuall 
wIrking 1H the meaſure of every part, maketh in- 
creaſe to the edifying of it ſelf in love, (1) Chri- 
ſtians by a /pirzr of faith are united to Chriſt, as 
an hea, and by a ſpirit of love to one another, 
as members; from which n#9» flows a commu: 
nion both with Chriſt and one anether , and 
from thence imxoguyie, a ſupply, or demonſtra- 
tion of nowriſhment, and alſo #47" ,an energy 
effetaual working, and from all a growth and in- 
creaſe,even with the increaſe Goda mighty and 
great increaſe according to theScripture phraſe. 
Thus you {ee that true Chri{#4ns, do grow ; 
an 
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{indif ever you would approve your ſelves 


Diſciples indeed, members of Chriſts Body , and 
Wanted in his houſe, you muſt grow likewiſe, it 


| sbut a ſad ſcgr of hypocriſy, when there is no k Minint 


mficiency. (Kk) For certain, he is not geed,who 110 centoſt 
lth no mind to be better, he is ſtark naught, that "> 17 
. meligr elſe 
kefpres not tobe as good as the beft. That's the ;,, +, 
iſt Conſideration, os ads hs 
(2.) Odnſider , that the higheſt Chriſtians cpis nelle 
and in xeed of further growth and prefictency. feri melie 
ſes true, (1) be that hath the leaſt grace and ac- _ TS 
quarntance With Chriſt hath enough to make Lim Sana 
thankefull, but he that kath the mſt , hath uct Epiſt, hoy 
nough to make him idle. So torg as there is P« 330. 
yen; there ſhould be growth, now grace is Jenk, on 
zot given out at once, bur by degrees, where 20. 
orace is truly Wrought, yea gotten tO {or e Fc04 ” Indefeſ= 
&gree, yet there is ſomething /ackirg, till grace ſum profi- 
te per feed 1n glory, 1 The). 3.10, Here we end: ftu- 
rein a fate ol grewth and progreſs, not of iſ} ©17, & 
ind perfettion, all cur preſent prrfi tion is but an ON gs 
myearied ſtudy, ard conſtant er. dravenr to 06.0n |; AG 
wwaras perſefiion, as the (Mm) Fathey ſpeaks. priſuftio 
(1) Chriſt ſayes i his laſt pray to his Father, '(/"tatur, 
ſobn 17. 26, 1 have diclaria wnto 1himit) nt od 
Name, and will declare it, and to Nathavicl, B12 
john 1. 50. Believeſt thou ? thou ſhalt (ee n Mext.on 
mater things than theſe. T here #s more to come, Jude 
od therefore we ſhrnld not ret in reſent expert» P+ 129. 
mees. Fe wire 4 fooliſh brilder , who would 
| in the middle of 1; work , and, becauſe the 
wndation is laid never mind the [y:per ſirs. ture: 
nd they vye no wiſe Chriſtians , who content * 
lkemſelves that they arc built vpon the ſexnda- 
tion 
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tion of the Apoſtles and Propbets, and do net take brow 
care to grow into an holy Temple #n the Lord, | Chrs, 
Epheſ, 2. 20, 21, As we muſt notalway ſich I reed 
in prieciplss, but go 0 to perfeBtion : fo thoſe, I be gre 
who have made the greateſt progreſſe , will ting | w/do: 
cauſe ( by reaſon of what is ſtill /aching in Jrgpec 
them) of making farther proficiency , till they I # pr 
come to be perfe men and women, and reach Ii wa. 
the meaſn;e of the ſtature of the fulneſ? of Chrift, Jud, a» 
Epheſ. 4.13. Even Pawl(as you heard before) JCbrift 
did not count thar he had attained, but ſaw a Wings, 


_ need of preſſing forward, Phil.3.and then ſurely JfreW / 
- much more weeThat's the ſecondConſideration. Jn. 


(3.) Conlider, that this is the duty of every | (4) 


Chriſtian, Ic is not enough that you haye auch ; 


grace and knowledge , but you 'muſt grow in I/rvan, 


grace, and in the knowledoe of our Lord and $4-J (1. 


viour Feſus Chriſt; ſo you are required to do, Imho p1 
2. Per. 3.18, Jt is not enough that you be is {race 4. 
Cbriſt, rooted in hins, but you ruſt grow ap into Jdeir py 
bim 1n all things, and be built up in him, Ephel. I'fort 
4- 15. Col. 2. 7. The Chriſtian muſt be like Grown 
the Crocodile, that (as(0) ſome affirm) grows « plow 1 
long as it lives, and ceaſeth to be when, it ceaſeth Jpory th, 
to grow. (p) Chriſtiaxity knows no Encugb, the [@rned 
degrees of a Chriſtians grace , and knowledge of ne bri 
Chriſt,muſt be like numbers, the higheſt wherefPuſe, 
bring uumbred , a higher than that may yet be#th. 
named. The Motto of every Chriſtian ſhouldPerit 7:1 
be char of Charles the fifth, (q) Plas ultra, acc "tis 
counting that there is ore yet beyond to beFace. | 
attained unto, We are never gotten far enoughebe fitre 
till we are gottes home, nor muſt we ever ceaſe 11074 ( 
growing, till we grow into heaves, If perfettionfive more 


towards the Children of Men. 2. 3 4 
beowr pattern, proficiency is our duty. (tr) Jeſs r Mant.on 
ord | Chrift himſelf grew when he Was upon earth, we Jude yag, 
Rich | read not that he grew in grace , but we read that 11> 123. 
Te A be grew n kt nowleage, Luke 2, 4O, He grew in 
find | mi/dom, and ſtature; the meaning is, his human 
gin capacity was enlarged by degrees , according to 
hey his progre(s in age and ſtrength, for in all things 
ach If was like us except ſin, and our reaſon 1s 11 pen- 
nt d, and perfetted together withour age. Now, 
ore) {Chriſtians muſt be conformed to Chrizt in all 
w a fihings, and grow in grace and knowledge , as he 
rely Jew in i/dom, That's the third Confidera- 
tion. £m. 
ver} | (4) Conſider, that it is ſuch a Daty, as bath - 
have Juuch profic, or dammage,entailed upon the ob. 
win [rvance, or negleft, of its 
184-1 (1) There is macbprofit redounds to them 
do; Iuho put in prattice this duty of growing in 
be in Brace and in the knowleage of Chrift, tor( belides 

into Ideir preſent honour in the {fight of others, and 
phel. wwfort 1n their own boſoms) itwill add totheir 
> like {Crown and Glory hereafter. (s) If any ſhall . Terking 
ws 4 flow the Lamb, in whiter and larger robes of a Tude 
ſeth Ipory than ethers, they are thoſe, whom he bath p65,166 "P 
), the adorned moſs with the robes of grace here. If any - 
age of ne brighter than others #m heaven, they ſhall be 
hereof Fuſe, who nave been brighteſt in grace upon 
et berth. Thoygh glory be not beſtowed for any 
nouldFerit 1:2: proce, yer T ſee no inconvenience to bold, 
2, acct "tis beſfow-4 According to the proportion of 
ro beſpace. 1 the w7e grace a Saint hath the more 
ough be fitren for plery, then the mrore grace he hath, 
 ceaſeſ®e more ( it is likely ) he ſhall be filied nith glory ; 
{eftionbe mere the ſont 15 widened wich graces the more 
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tion of the Apoſtles and Prophets, and do not tak; 
care to grow into an holy Temple in the Lord, 
Ephe, 2. 20, 21, As we mult notalway ſftich 
in privciplss, but go on to perfetivon : 1o thoſe, 
who have made the greateſt progreſſe , will find 
cauſe (* by reaſon of what 1s ſtill /aching in 
them) of making farther proficiency , till they 
come to be perfe men and women, and reach 
the meaſ1;e of the ſtature of the fulneſ? of Chriſt 
Epheſ. 4.13. Even Paw(as you heard before) 
did not count that he had attained, but faw a 
need of preſſing forward, Phil.3.and then ſurely 
much more we.That's the ſecondConſideration. 

| (3) Gonlider, that this is the dwty of every 
\ Chriſtian, Ic 1s not enough that you have 
grace and knowledge , but you 'muſt grow in 
grace, and in the knoWledoe of our Lord and $4+ 
viour feſus Chriſt ,, ſo you are required to do, 
2. Per. 3.18. Jt is not enough that you be is 
Cbriſt, rooted in him, but you muſt grow ap into 
him in all things, and be built up in him, Ephel. 
4- 15. Col. 2, 7. The Chriſtian muſt be like 

o Ariſt, de BE Crocodile, that (as(0) ſome affirm) grows 4 Þ 

Hiſt, A» long a4 it lives, and ceaſeth tobe when, it ceaſeth 

nim.lib.s. to grow. (p) Chriſtiazity knows no Encagb, the 

cap. 33- degrees of a Chriſtians grace , and knowleage of 
ra 4 Chriſtymuſt be lik numbers, the higheſt where 
nim, facr. #ring uumbred, a higher than that may yet bf 

p. T9g. Famed. The Motto of every Chriſtian ſhould 

p Zenkins be that of Charles the fifth, (q) Plas ultra, acf 

on fud* counting that there is More yet beyond to be 

attained unto, We are never gotten far enoughfve 

c; Till we are gottes home, nor muſt we ever ceaſe 

growing, till we grow into heaven, If perfettionfve 
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_—Y 


OVe 

 126t take 
ve Lord, 
ay ſtick 
» thoſe, 
will find 
ching in 
till they 
nd reach 
f Chrift, 
| before) 
ut law a 
en ſurely 
Aer ation. 
of every 
'ou have 
grow in 
1 and $4+ 
£4 to do, 
you be #n 
w np int0 
y, Ephel. 
{ be like 


towards the Children of Men, 239 "" 


browr pattern, proficiency is our duty. (rt) Feſns r Mant,on 
Chrift himſelf grew when he was upon earth, we Jude pag, 
read not that he grew in grace , but we read that 112 123. 
he grew in knowledge, Luke 2, 40, He grew #1 
m/dom, and ſtature; the meaning is, his human 
capacity was enlarged by degrees, according to 
us progre(s 511 age and ſtrength, for in all things 
be was like #4 except ſn, andogr reaſon is ripen- 
d, and perfetted together withour age, Now, 
Chriſtians muſt be conformed to Chris in all 
things, and grow in grace and knowledge , as he 
wew in wi/dem, That's the third Confidera- 
07. 
(4) Conſider, that it is ſuch a Daty, as hath 
vuch profit, or dammage,entailed upon the ob. 
krvance, or neglett, of its 
(1.) There is macb profit redounds to them 
mho put in prattice this duty of growing in 
face and 3n the knowledge of Chrift, tor( belides 
beir preſent honour in the {ight of others, and 
wwfort 10 their own boſoms) itwill add totheir 
Crown: and Glory hereafter. (s) If avy ſhell . Teaking' 


\ grows (plow the Lamb, in whiter and larger robes of oy Jude 
it ceaſeth ory than ethers, they are thoſe, whom he bath pasg,166 


cngh, the 


rned moſ; with the robes of grace here. If ay 


owleage of ſme brighter than others tm heaven, they ſhall be 
|t wherefÞuſe, who have been brighteſt in grace upon 
nay yet befferth. Though glory be not beſtowed for any 
4x ſhouldÞ#rit i: proce, yer I ſee no inconvenience to bold, 
ultra, ac-Pat 'tis beſrow- 4 according to the proportion of 
0nd to beſpace. Tf the w917e grace a Saint bath the more 
1s enough, be fitrer for plery, then the riove grace he hath, 
ever ceaſe more (it is likely ) he ſhall be filied with glory ; 


* perfetivo 


4 


be more the ſonl 15 widened wich grace, the more 
capacions 
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eapacious Will it be of glory; The heavieſt | 
Crowns are fitteſt for the ſtrongeſt heads. 
| (2.) On the ather fide, there is »o [mat] 
dammage redounds to ſuch as zegleF ro grow, Þ 
and increaſe. (t) There is xo ſuch thing in Re. 
M24 ligion, as 4 ſaving Traae of goalineſs , ſome mey 
Armour, #n their werlaly Trade can ſay at the years end, | 
Part 3. that they have neither got nor loſt; but Jou can} 
pag. 694+ mot ſay thus at the days end , that You are in the 
evenins neither better nor worſe than Jon werg in 
the mornin7., We are like thoſe , who are KPon 4 
[wift ftream, if they let therr Oar miſſe its ſtrike, 
u ln viis they are driven back again; like thoſe who are ge- 
Domini 101 irg up 4 ſandy hill, who fink lower, if they get net 
proficereeſt up higher. (#) In the wayes of God, not to make 
— profictenCcy is ro accline, not to go forward u uf 
di eft re- go backward. |here is no ſtanding at a ftayin 
gredi,Bal- Chriſtianity , (x) Either we aſcend or deſcend, 
dun in ay if we attempt to ſtand ſtill, we muſt needs fall 
fox. The grace which a i7xe Chriſtian hath Þ' 
(mind will ſoon be leſs, if he add nottoir, and tha 
| - == a- which a hyporrzte leemed co have will be n:ne at 
; ſcendss, all , if he ftick in that conaitron, Hypecriſſ 
ns neteſſe ( without repentance) will end in Apoſtacy, 
et, aut (y) We cannot keep that which we bave received, 
aeſcendas; if we do not labour toincreaſert ; He that Would 
ft attent 2s , , , 
Fare, ruas not 4mtrove his T alent, loſt it, Mart. 24. /o hert, 
neceſſe* we waſt and conſume what we have , if we dont Pl 
eff, Ber» ;mprove it. T here are no ftinted Trees in ChriftÞ 
Epiſt. g7. Garden, if they leave off to grow, they prove cou 
r —_ ted, or rotten Trees. An alive nature, ſucb aff 
Jude p, mans 1s, muſt either grow worſe, or better, there- 
118, 119. fort w# ſhould be careful of the increaſe of grace, 
as we would be cantions of the loſs of py 
711 al 
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ove 

 heaviehy fre ( © conclude this ) As you would be 

RC? briſtians indzed , As you would anſwer C 
"0 (maty fi *mperfettion of your preſent condition , 

tO groy, 1s you would be obedient tothe command of 


"7 in Re. $90d 3 AS jou would not loſe that which you 
ſome meu $uv* wrought, but receive a full reward;labour 
ears end,” Þ £70w in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Jou an Lord Feſws. T has let it be a Any. knows 
wrt in the Wage 1n reſpett of your ſelves. | 
a were | __ 
re HPDOR 4 
ts ſtrike, Sect. 2. 
10 are £o- . 
ey pet wot 2) reſped of others. Do what you can for 
t to make propagating the knowledge of Chriſt - _— 
trd is to $0to others, To belp this forward a little, © ©: 
a fayin $PPlider, Be. 

deſcend, } (1) That if you are Chrit/ans indeed, you 
eeds fall Ido it. There ts nothing more covetons, or 
an hath ods all than grace is, 4 Saint loves tobe re- 
ind that $# »"g from God,aud 1mpariins unto others, (z) 2 Feyn, on 
e nne ar fe nature of grace is 109 manifeſt it ſelf, and by _ 14* 
Typocriſy (#«t means to allure others, and gather to its own mts 4-2 
q poſtacy, (patity. 1t is ſet forth in Scripture by the names . 
received, © Light, which ſhines abroad , of Ointment, and 
at Would Ptrfurme, which cannot be hid, of Leaven and 

ſo hers, Pale, which deriveth its own nature, and reliſh 
pe do not (fon 4 whole lump.T berefore the H oly Ghoſt was 
| Chriſt; ven in T ongues, fiery Tonguts, aud araſhing w 
ove C0z-(Pina,all which have a quality of ſelf manif- ſtatus 

ſucb af& notifying themſelos to others, (a )The whole q 7:14 0 
. there-Fuentry fareth the better for arich Criſtians, he Jude, Fags 
f grace F&peth open Houſe, the moye he bath the more he 164. 
Where-Wp'es be labors to make all like himſclf, his bonds 


fordh; | _— only © 
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only excepted. The lips of the righteous fred mayy, | FM 


ſayes Solomon, Prov. 10, 21. David promiſeth, 

upon his own experiencing Gods mercy to him- 

ſelf, to teach Tranſgreſſors bis wayes, Pſal. gr, 

13. and ſo he did, Pſal. 34.8,11. O tafe 

and ſee that the Lord is goed. Come yee children, | 

hearken unto me, and I will teach you the fear of 

the Lord, As ſoon as Andrew had met with. 

Chriſt, he foxnd out and brought his brather $i. 

mon to him, John 1. 40, 41, 42. As ſoon as 

Philip was called to Chriſt, he found out Na- 

thaniel, and bro»ght him to Chriſt alſo , verſe 

43,45- When the Woman of Samaria had met 

with Chriſt , ſee went and called her friends and 

' meighbours out of the City, to come to him, John 

b See Hil- ,. 28, 29, 30. Norcan it be otherwiſe, (b) 

derſamon for the love which they bear to Chriſt , conſtrain; 
rhe 4th, of : X 

Fohn Le. Fhem to do all they can ts enlarge his Kingdom, 

49. which and the love they bear to thety neighbours, makes 

is allon them do all they can to furiher the good of their 

this ſub= {os/s. Conſider further, 

oo (2.) You ſhall be no Loſers in fo doing, for, 

beſides the | g/ory which  redounds to Chriſt 

p (whoſe bonour, as King of Saints, is inthe mul- 

1itude of Converts, as an earthly Kings is in the Y| 

multitude of his Subjets, Proverbs 14. 28.) it 

will tend much to your own benefit,and advan- 

tage, and that both in grace here, and in gloy 

hereafter. (1.) I» grace here, Theres no 

better way to growin grace, and the knowledge 

of Chriſt your ſelves, than by communicating I 


< Hilderſh, What you bave unto others. (c) The more you ft » 


bi ſupra, draw untd the knowledge of Chriſt the more will 
Jemr own knowledg of him increaſe, Rom. 1.1 - - 


- forwards theof Children Men. 
This 6s like caſting of ſeed into theearth , which 
ring: it back again With great increſe, Becauſe 
i knew den world make good uſe of that 
$1, { which be knew, for the inſtrattion of his Family, 
therefore he would bide nothing from him , Gen. 
18.19. (2. ) In glory hereafter, for being 
employed as Inſtruments in carrying on this 


men, and ſo [aving their ſouls from death, and 
biasng 4 multicnde of fins, James 5. wlt. they 
ſhall receive the greater recompence of reward, 
Dan. 12. 3. They that tars many to righteouſ= 
wſſe ſpall ſpine as the Stars for ever and evtr. 
Let thele conſiderations move you to ſet xpor 
this work,in thoſe ways whereby it 1s molt Iike- 
ly to be accompliſhed. Now, though there are 
ſome wajes which are peculiar to lome particae 
dem. | lar perions, yet there are others common unto 
all Chriftians, The MMirifters of the Goſpel 
areto diſperſe the knowledge of Chritt by 
preaching , that the ſweet ſavour thereof may 
(through the good band of God upon them)ve 
waenifefted in all the places whither they are ſent, 
tothe attraFing and drawnig of Souls to come 
in unco him, 2 Cor.2.14. Aſagiſtrates are to 
do ic by their authority, proviamns Orthogex 
Minifters for the work forementioned,and ex» 
eorageing them init. Thus did 7ehoſaphar 
2Chron.u7.8,9. and Hezekiab, 2 Chron. 30.22, 
Learned men are to do it by their pers, rccora- 
mg, and tranſmitting to poſterity the 174th, as 
i is in Feſws. Richmen are to do it by their 
purſes, who are to honowr the Lord with their 


1.12-P Subſtance, Prov.3.9. not canchey do it better, 
4 R 2 thaa 


bigheſt and xobleft of works , the converting of 


243 F 


- 244 


LO 


& Biſhop 
Taylors 
Grand. 
Exempl.p. 


3599- 
Br. Hamon 


Prat Car. 
P+3 I'Os 4» 


The Tranſcendency of Chriſt« Love 
than by employing what they bave'to further 
ihe propagation of the Goſpell, for the increaſe 
of the knowledge of Chriſt, among the Sons of 
men. But belades thele, there aye ehyce things, 
which all Chriftiazs may, and ought to dotos 
wards the progreſſe of che kaowleage of Chriſt, 
among others,and 1 adviſe all,into whoſe hands 
this ſhall come, that, upun che former canf6ge- 
rations, they would /:r10uſly mind the doing of 
them; 1. The firltis Prayer. This is Primus 
vagitus infantis Chriftians, the firſt cry of au 
Infant Chriftian, nor is he a cla oft God, who 
15no acquainted Withic. Now look that one 
ſtrainin your Prayers {ound this way, That the 
Lord of the harveſt, would ſend forth labonrers 
into bus harviſt, Mat. 9.38. That he would give 
paſtors after his own heart, to feed his pecpleuith 
knowledge and underſtanding, Jer.3.15. T bat be 
would «pen nnto them whom he ſends forth, a dovr 
of utterance, that thcy may ſpeak, the myſterie of 
Chriſt boldly, as they ought to ſpeak , Col. 43,4: 
Eph.6 19,20. That they may be delivered from 
unreaſonable men, who believe not, and they ſer« 
vice may beexcepted of the Saints, 2. Thel. g-2. 
Rom. 15.30,31. That a great aver and eff ettite 
all may be opened among their people, though they 
have many adverſaries. 1 Cor. 16.9. That they 
may come 1» the fulxeſſe of the bleſſing of the Ge 
{pell of Chriſt, Rom. 15.29.4ud the ſavonr of bu 
knowledge may be manifeſted by them in ever) 
place, 2 Cor. 2.14. That thus the (d)) King- 
dome of Chrift may come, Mat. 6.10, and bi 
Goſpellrun and be glorified, 2 Thel. 3.1. and 
his way may be kaown upon earth, his Jan 
eatl 


lalth 
Earth 
Lord, 
This 1 
I:ru 
thew[ 


towards the Children of Men. 


lalth among all. Nations, Pal. 67.2. and the 
Earth may be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the Sea, laiah 11. 9. 
This1s one excellent way. 2. The ſecond is 
I;frattion. Lec thole who know Jeſus Chrilt 
them ſelves,teach the knowledge of him to others, 
8 they bave avility ard opportamiy, eſpecially 
their Families, Friends, Relations, and Neigh» 
bore. Inſtruf the ignorant inthe ways of Chriſt, 
admoniſhthe unruly,wbo wander from him,and 
ltand out againit him ; enconrage- the towaraly, 
ſupport the weak, comfort the feeble minded, t 
Theſ. 5.14. Tell thoſe, with whom you have 
todo, how good the Lord is, what he hath done 
for yonr ſouls : tell them of Chrilts #nſearchable 
riches, his infinite love, the great things which 
he bach doxe,and [xffecred for poor linners,their 
miſery without him, their happineſſe in him,” 
and perſ\vage them to come in to him, and cloſe 
with! im, and taſte how good and gracious ke 1s, 
Plal, 66. 16, Pal. 34. 8. that's another way. 
3 Therhirdis E xample, the good converſation 
of Chriſtians do' norably' adorn the doftrine of 
God our Savionr, Tir. 2.10. and win [ach as are 
without to profeſſe thedame Goſpell, and em- 
brace the ſame Chriſt with themſelyes, 1 Pet. 
3.1, whereas their evil converſation opens the 
mouths and bearaens the hearts of evill men a- 
gainſt Chriſt, and his wajes, Rom.2.24. 2 Per. 
2, 2- Look then, T hat joar converſation be ſuch 
4s becometh the Goſpell, Phil.1.27. That you be 
blamleſs, and harmleſs, the Sons of God without 
rebuke #4n the midſt of a Crooked, and perverſe 
Na:ion, ſhining as lights in the wor 1,phil. 2.15. 
4 oh — That 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
That you deny angodlineſr,and worldly Infts, and 
live ſoberly, and righteouſly and godly in thus pre» 
ſent world, Tit. 2.12. That as be which hath 
called you 14 holy, ſo you be boly in all manner of 
coaver ſation, 1 Pet. 2:15. T akeheed that your 
lives be not. contradiffory to your prayers , leſt 
you pull down with the one hand more than you 
buila with the other; but let all go together, 
fervent prayers, ſolemn in{iruftions, and an boly 
life, whereby you may become hopefully ;x- 
ſerumental for propagating the knowledge of 
Ghriſt unto others. Thus look that = hnow- 
leage of the love of Chriſt be not only Aﬀettio- 
nate and Effet nal, but alſo Progreſſive in thoſe 
two particulars which have been mentioned, 
Andthis1s all which I have to fay by way of 
——"<H inthis point of knowing the love of 
Chrilt. | 


SES BPHRE-BPEBAHO 
CHAP; XII, * © 


Here is yet oxe thing more to be done, be- 

fore I />#t up this ſe, and thatis, to lay 
down ſome AMfotiver, for the exciting of you to 
look after this kxow/tage of the love of Chriſt, 
Thys indeed hath been done already , but the 
former Aotives have been ſuited to the parti- 
calars, through which we have gone, what! 
have now to add will reſpe& the whole matter, 
the knowledge of Chriſts lovein general 3 And 
theſe IZe13715 thall be only thoſe encouraging 
17-8 | jt, 


. 


toward: the Children of Men. 
wes, which are laid down by the Apofle with- 
nthe vez qt the Text, that you may not be 
bteartned, from the purſuit, and perſecution 


ofihat,to which you have been exhorted. 
Now theſe are drawn 
1 From the Eviaence, that thickhzow. Ythoſe that 
| leage of Chriſt s love gives unto ( have at- 
t. From the Influence that it hath( tained un- 
upon tot. 


— 


Sect. 1. 


nd Rom the Evidezce, which this k»ow- 
leage of Chriſts love gives unto thoſe, 
mbo have attained unto it. 

(1.) Labour to know this love of Chriſt, as 
you have been direFed, for this will be an evi- 
dence of your preſent Saintſhip. I gather it 
from'whar the Apoſtle ſpeaks, ver.18. That you 
way be able to comprehend with all Saints, &c, 
AN that:bear the zame of Chriſt ſhould fudy to 
know the love of Chriſt, itis their d#ty; but 
onely luch as are partakers of Chriſt, and are 
real Saints, are able to comprebendit , All they 
are able (not all alike, but every one according 
to his meaſwrecall in parr,not any perſefHy)and 
my they. (e) The knowledge of Chriſts love 
the prividedge of the Saints, common to all be- 

levers, yet ſo proper and peculiar to them,as that 

it belongs to none but Saints.So that if you have 

an eff eft40nate, effeftuall, growing knowledge of 
the love of Chriſt,then you are Saints, but on 
the other (ide, if you live in 5gnoraxce of the 
= R 4 love 
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243 TheTi ranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
love of Chriſt, or content your ſelves with a 
notional, ineffeftual , ſtinted knowledge of it, 
you can have no evidence of your Saintſhip, 
Many are called to be Saints,which yet cannot 
be called Saints, ſome are called Saints, which 
yet are not Saints, if you would be Saints in» 


deed, as well as called to be ſuch, orcalled ' 


ſuch, be ſure you be not found without the 
knowledge of the love of Chriſt , and ſuch a 
knowledge as hath been propownatd to you. 

(2.) It will be an Evzdence of your Titl: 
unto, and sztereſt in,that Glory which is to be 
revealed in the World to come. This follows 
upon the former , for thoſe who are gracioxs 
Saints on earth, may be confident they ſhall be 
glorious Saintsin heaven , whereas thoſe who 
are »ot Saints here, cannot be ſaved hereafter; 
Without ſantlsfication no ſalvation,2 Theſ.2.13, 
Without holineſs no ſecing the face of God, Heb. 
£2.14. And this 1s evidexced from a rue know 
ledge of Chriſt , for this the Apoſtle makes the 
end of his praying, that theſe Epheſians might 
know the love of Chrift, which paſſeth knowledge, 
viz. T hat they might be filled with all the fulm|s 
of God, as it immedigtely follows the Text, 
Which though ſome anderſtand of that which 
is to be exjojed here, yer [ rather take it, as re- 
lating to the glory and happineſs of heaven. For 
though :t hatb pleaſed the Father, that in Chriſt 
ſhoxla all fulneſs dwell, Col. 1.19. and all bes 
lievers do from his fulneſs receive grace for 
grase, John 1. 16. and they are compleat iu him, 
Col. 2. 10, manor, fled in bim ( the 
lame word with that inthe Text) and bo 
145 
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(f) T hey are compleat in him , not in themſelvs, f Bedins wn 
bat in him, who 35 their Head, and they by vertue Epbel. 
of Union with him, as Members with their P+ 493» 


Head , may lay claim to his fulneſs. Again , 
they are compleat with ſuch a faineſs , as 15 a- 
ar ro their preſext ſtate, that 1s, they have 
ound in him all things req fire co their perfeR 
Redemption, 7 uftification, $ anti i fication, Adop- 
tion, and eternal Salvation, (o that they need 
not go oxt to any other to make up whatrs 
wanting in him, And therefore ( taking it in 
reference ro eternal glory) it i5 not meant of a 
ſimple and abſolate compleatneſs, but of ſuch as 
ſo xtrTen, in ſome ſence only, thatis , initial, 
not perfe# by faith and hope , not full fſrntion; 
Jare porizs, quam re, by right tout, rather than 
poſſeſſion of *t. They are compleat in him , as 
expettants of a glory to come, not as ſpiftators 
of a glory that ;« preſent , as militant, not as 
triumphant, as paſſivg towards , not re3gning 
in their heavenly country, with. a ſulneſs com- 
petent to their preſent condition , not with af 
the fulneſs of God, which is not enjoyed by any, 
tll they come among the Spirits of juſt men 
made perfett, Heb. 12. 23. which is only in 


heaven. (g)So that the Apoſtle, when he fheaks y Ferguſ. 
of beins filled with all the fulneſs of God, ſeems to on the 
aim at the ſetting forth of that moſt glorious and Places 
bleſſed eftate of believers in heaven , Where the Pt» 


Saints ſhall have the moſt immeaiate, and full:ſt 
enjoyment of God that they are capable of. ,- 


(b) There will be « fall knowleoge of Godin the fig) 
beati fical v1 fion ;, the fall Imagc of Gad, a fall _ 


pParticipa= 
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The Tranſcendency of Chrifts Love 
participation of the Divine Nature ; 4 full unj 
with, aud fruition of God; full and immediate 
influences from God, according tothat of the A» 
poſtle, 1 Cor. 15. 28. where be ſayes, God ſhall 
be allin all, that is, in all the eleft he ſhall be 
vice omnium, inead of all Ordinances to their 
ſeuls, and inſtead of all means and helps to their 
boaies, And [ ſaw no Temple theretn ( (aith 
Saint fobs, Rev. 21, 22,23.) for the Lord God 
Almighty , aud the Lamb, are the Temple of, 
it; And the City had no need of the Sun, peither 
of the Mooy to ſhine 1nit, for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof, 
The meaning of the place is , that God ſhall 


immediately, by himſelf, ſupply the room of all } 


external means unto his glorified Saints in heads 


ven. There they ſhall be filled with all Cy a9 hs 
PR 


xeſs of God ,, Though the Saivts, even in 
ven, ſhall not take in all of God, ( for. that 1s 
impoſſible for finite creatures) yet as much as1s 
poſſible for. them they ſhall , and as much as 1s 
neceſſary to make them perfefty bleſſed; here, 
when they have gotten weſt, there is ſomething, 
yea much wanting, but then they. (hall be filled 
as full as chey can hold. The Veſſels of 
glory will then be exlarged to take in more,than 
now is poſſible tor chem, and according to that 
capacity they ſhall be filed with all the fulneſs of 
God. Now, foraſmuch as this kzow/eage of the 
love of Chriſt, which hath been tzreatedof , is 
a good evidence of right, and ritle, to this ble(- 
{ed condition, it may be « ſtrong Motive to you 
to labour to be filled with the knowledge of 
the love of Chriſt here, that you ar 
: 
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fled with all the folneſs of God hereafter. 


—— % — 


————<C_——_— ——— 


Sea. 2. 


| Thr the I»fluence which it hath upon 

all thoſe, who have attained unto it. 

dw, a right knowledge of the love of Chriſt, 

ath a ſtrong i»flaexce upon Chriſtians,as a pre» 

ative tO keep them from f mnting at the rrs- 

ations which accompany the Gotpel , their 

» or others, This may be gathered from the 

hole ſcope of the Apoſtle in che latter part of 

tis Chapter, Inthe 13th.veric, he deſires theſe 

Epbeſians that they world not faint at his tribu- 

trons, ( (h) wh mraxei, Not ſhrink back, as i Leighs 

wards in battel, nor give place in affliftions and Crit, ſacr. 
woers, as the word iw3þorts ; Not be overcome ExKaroiy 

ofthe evils of ſufferings which accompany the rr 

Goſpel, in the preacting and profeſing ofit, ſo ,;* == 

5 to yield and go back from their duty.) Now, yg, 

that they mighc nor, he prayes for them, verſe Vinci 7 

I4, 15, &c. For thi cauſe I bow my knees, &c, Malo, Aniv 

and there are three things which he prayes for —_ des 

them, that they may be kept from fainting, Þ a 

(1.) Coroboration, and Confirmation , by the peden in 

ſpirit of God, verſe 16. T bat he monld grant cerramine 

yw, according to the riches of his glory, to be Teferre; 

trengthened wh might by his Spirit in the inner ** —_ 

nes. (2) Afurcher Union with Jeſus Chriſt y/.n [cl 

rerſe 17. That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts © 

by faith. (3.) Intimate acquaimance with Je- 

Chriſt in his love, verſe 17, 18, 19% That 

ow, being rooted and grounaed in love , mg 

| able 


————_—_—_ —_,,.,. 
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able tocomprehend with all Saints, what i; the 
bredth. and length, ana depth, and height, ang ty 
know the love of Chriſt, which paſſi eth knowledge, 
In which words there are three things obſer 


able. 


(1.) Thatasa Tree or Hoaſe cannot ftand 
faſt and firm againſt boeferows winds and 
itorms, unleſs the one be well rooted, and the © 
other have « ſure foundation : ſo neither cana 
Chriſtian hold our in thoſe Trials, which he is 
like to meet with in his coarſe, unleſs he be pe 


raated, and grounded. 


(2.) That the yoor and foundation, whereon 

a Chriſtian is kept firm, and ftedfaft\, in times 
of trial, and trouble, is Love; Thar 
rooted and grounded in love , which ſome take 
for our love to God , but Father ic is meantof 
Gods love in Chriſt, Chriſts love to us, for (as 
k Bine on (1) one well notes) Onr love ts rather a branch 
+ ph.p.412.. than 4 root, it is the love of Chriſt, in which we 
tuke firm rooting that nothing can ſhake us , and 
cherefore we are ſaid to be rooted tn him,Col.2.7, 
(3.) The way whereby Chriſt:zans come to 

be rooted and grounded in love, 13, by the know- 
ledge of it, ſuch a knowledge whereby they ap- 
prebend and apply it to themſelves, and bave the 
comfortable experience of itin their own hearts, 
"Thus the Apeſtle goes on, Thar you may be able 
ro comprehend with all Saints, &C. and to know 
the love of Chriſt, &c. So that by vertue of the 
coberence of this part of the Apoſtles prayer 
with his deſig» in making of it, this mult be a 
true inference. (k) That a feelsng, efficacious 
knowleage of Chriſts lauve , and the dimenſrons 
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160pel, or Chriſt in the preaching of the Go5þ 


. Jother places doth confirm this truth , not 


ff, a high word,and the ſame which he uſech 
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thereof, will embolden and hexrten the Saints in 
their own and others ſufferings , and as a ſove- 
gn cordial beep them from all ae fponaency, and. 
ſinking of Spirit. There are other places to 
prove this. The Church Cant. 2. 4. ſayes, 
Chriſts lave was « banner over her. His banner 


wer me was Love. (1) The preaching of the m E1g/. 
e/ Annor.the 
: larger, on 


5a Standard, Banner , or Enſign diſplayed, : : 

Iſa. 1x. 10. whoſe Moro or > «2% is Fn; pe ogg 

and among ethers, this may be one reaſon, alſoonthe 

Becauſe, as Souldiers are by their Banner. and place. 

Enſign,enconraged, & heartned tofight maxfully 

gaiyſt their enemies, and not to ſhrink; but keep 

eſe to thesy colowrs, in hope of Vitory : ſo by the 

b(covery of Chriſts love in theGoſpel Chriſtians, 

pho have faith ts apprehend, and apply tt , are 

emboldened to withſtand conragionſly all their 

iritnal enemies, and are continually ſupported, 

and inwardly ſtrengthened, and ſo are enabled to 

bold oxet wntothe end ( under all the trials and 

troubles which they meet with ) tn aſſur:d ex- 

Yiation of Viftory at the Laſt. 
But I retzrs to our Apoſtle, who in two 


» A v 
- 
-i 
53 . 
by - 


by barely aſſerting that it is ſo, but by 
laying downthe grounds and reaſons why it 
$-ſ0. | 

One place is Rexp.5.1n the 3d.verſe you hear 
lim ſpeak of glorying in tribulations. We glory 
ntribx/ations. So far were they from faintivg 
ander chem,that chey gloryed in chem, Kevgspr- 


In reference to hope of the glory of God = 
ne 
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the foregoing verſe. A Chriſtian hath groand 
n Kev3s- of glorying in his Preſent croſſe, as well as in his 
pbe, 1. e. tuture crown. (=) The word fignifies content. 
_— m:ntwith, taking pleaſure in,and exultation wn- 
— + G '"* der ſufferings: We are fo far from faking under 12: 
Non modo tribulations by deſpondency, that we are able to | 
e1u0 & lift up our brads, and hearts, with jcy, and ex+ {is ſuc 
moderaro ,/tation. But whence comesit, that Chriſti. J/4t#02 
on | 4 ns are ſo bor wp under their ſufferings, that | 4 
mus [e# they faint not ? why ?itis reducible ro theirox- [wbic 
magna le» perimentall knoveledge of the love of Chriſt. 
zitia per- Becauſe the love of Chriſt ( layes he verſe 5.) 
fuſi, Bet. ;5 ſhed abroad snto- our hearts by the boly Ghoſt |[uffe 
Gf = of} $39en wnto ws. Which words are not to de re- 
eeftu, & ferred to that which is xext only, 'but to' all 
wverbis ex- that went before. Icis a Chriſtians ſenſe, and 
ultare, taft of the love of Chriſt (through the effyiox {| 
Par.1t1oc. gtjr into his beart by the Spirit ) which k 
- —_ him from taincing, and makes him to glory in 
Sas & tribulation, 
avy . , 
quod gloriantes cervices erigaut , & caput attollant, Harmar, Lexic, 
Etymol, in verbo avx4®, . 
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Sect. 3. 


BY how comes it, that the /ove of 
Chriſt, thus kown and experienced, 
8 ſuch a cordial againſt fainting under tribs- 
lations ? 

Anſw. This may be: gathered from that 
which goes before, where we have theſe 
roxnas of it. 
* (1. )Becauſe the ſting and b5trrermeſs of every 

ring is taken away from them. Gil: and 
Wrath art the things which make afiRions ſo 
ainfal and diffaftful as they commouly are , 
Ks the feeling of the guilt of fin, and fear of 
the wrach of God (as mingled with their /uffer. 
gs) which ſo often affright men, and make 
them to _ under them ; but now he who 
knows the love of Chriſt(having «pprehexded it 
by faith, and having the lenſe of it ſhed abroad 
in his heart by the Holy Gh!ſt ) is jaftified and 
a peace with God, thus he begins the Chapter, 
Being juſtsfied by faith, we have peace with Goa, 
And the fear of Gzilt being taken away by 7«- 
ftification, and the fear of Wrath by Reconcs- 
lation, he may well /ift »p himſelf in coxrage, 
and confidence, under uv hatever fofiriees be 
meets with, and ſay with Lather, Feri Domine, 
nam & peccatis abſolutus ſum, Strike Lord, for 
thou haſt pardoned mine iniquities. Nor is there 
any wonder to be made at their f#ab:/ity, and 
Fr aſtmeſs in this fate of grace, and peace, 
( from which all their affli@ions and [offerings 
cannot 
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wherein we ſtakd, verle 2. 
Srxdua- 


mus, Bet. 
— . abundant recompexce for all at laſt. Thug in 
ref ver- the end of the ſecond verſe, We reonce in hepe 


ions God is an excellent means to keep a foul from 
—_— ainting under tribulations. This is a remedy 
Fefolurh of Chriſts own preſcribing to his Dsſciplesand 
aditum, all believers ; Fear not little flock, it is your 
Par.inloc. Fathers good pleaſure to grve you the Kingdom, 
Luke 12. 32. Let not your hearts be troubled, 

in my Fathers houſe are many Manſions, John 

14. 1, 2» This hope the Saznts have, and 

thereby are kept from fainting , yea, made to 

" reqoyce in all thity tribulations, 2 Coreg. 16,17, 

For this cauſe we faint not , For our light afflir 

Y Ftions, which are but for a moment, wark for u 
_— a far more exceeding , and tternal weight of 
glory, Whiles we look not at the things which are 
ſeen , but at the things which are not ſeen, for the 
things which are ſeen, are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen,are eternal. Looking by an 
eye of faith into another world, they ſaw glory 
for affliftions, a weight of glory, an «exceeding, 
a more exceeding , a far more exceeding —_ 
of glory, for light afflictions;eternal glory , tor 
mementany affiiftions ;, and through hope of en- 


while 


cannot remove them) ſeeing they are brought 
into it by the hand of Chriſt, By whom we hav |: 
_ acceſs (or rather (p) are indutted) in this gract a 


(2.) Becauſe thoſe who have this fexſe of the 

pze:, Ad- Jove of Chriſt in their hearts, are able to look 
dufit [= through their tribulations to. the great recom: 
pence of reward , which they know will make 


git addu- of the gl.ryof God. The hope of the glory of 


yoying this glory, after they had ſ»fered « | 


whil. 


took 
vhy 


orth 
rh 
have 
alſo 1 
tribs 
unde 
excel 
tribs 
fon 


(7 


ought while here, 


rt hav? 
grace 


df the 
» look 
tcom- 
make 


meay 
sand 
Jour 
dom, 
bled, 
John 
and 


{eſſaured om the Spirit teaching , aud the proof 


zoivards the Children of Mew. 
they were kept from faznting. Nay, 
tis ſaid of the believing Hebrews,, That they 
wok joyfully the ſpoyling of their goods, how ? 
why, as it follows, knowing in themſelves , that 
on had in heaven, a better and an enauring © 
ſubſtance, Heb. 10. 34. Martyrs look not at 
their Croſs, but at their Crown (ayes (q) one q Pericala 
of the Fathers. ) Nor doth he feel his chains and "0*'eſp:ct 
rrments upon his body , whoſe mind is in heaven pa T 
(as (r) another ſpeaks. ) Fj Git, Ba | 
(3.) Becauſe of thoſe excellent effefs and rNihil crus 
fits, which ſuch do find wrought and brought ſentit in 
forth by their preſent ſufferings, Not only that 779% 
which they have 5s hope , bur alſo what they 7/074 
have ix hand, not only their future glory, but Te, * 
alſo their preſent improvement in grace by their 
tribalations , doth keep them from farnting 
under them, as the Apoſt/s ſets it forch by an 
excellent Climax, verle 3, 4,5. Knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience, &c. AS1!l as affit- 
fon and ſuffering is in 5t ſelf, and to wicked 
men, it is of great advantage to the ſoxls of the 
Saints; and an happy exchange it 14, to part nith 
mt Ward comforts for ſpiritual graces, But let us 
take a /arvey of the words, & you ſhall ſee what 
good frmit 1s _— forch from this bitter root. 
Knowing] See how he begins : Not. gie/rng 
or thinking, but knowing,thac is,(sYEither berng 
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that bathcen made by others and onr ſelves 3 Or 
diſtintty. con fuaering, \b) Spiritual diſconrſeatt- 
ing oxr thoughts pon the nature & quality of owr . 
firing, the promiſes which are mage .tothem + 4 


That tribulation worketh patignce ] Here to 
Ll, - | Ar 
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t 11 choati the fir good fruit, Tribulation worketh, ('t ) 
augeat, & wregzstem, Increaſetb, perfefteth patience, car- 
puiii' mM rieth on to perfettion that patience which is alrea- 
verure £0%- 1y begun; as the word imports. A ſtrange Pg- 
ficiat, BCT. « Da RP 
1 loc, Yadox, that tribu7ation, which is the cauſe of 
S$:5nificat ſo much marmuring and impatience , ſhould 
reetiachoa- work patience; andyet ſo itis, wot 5n aff, hut 
£.118 PY0Ve- 511 the pople of God, not of 3t ſelf, but from the 
here eo > ' ; "x os 

tour Spirit working by, and with-ir. And' it's an 
nſy, co uſual f ſpeaking an Scrs co aſcribe 
perficiatur, Uſual form of peaking an Seriprare , cri 
Camor, thatto the inſfr,ment , which 18 proper to the 
Myroth. efficient cauſe only. (u) Thu (as 4 Phyſician, 
P- 259. , Out of the mot poiſonous , aud hurtful things, 
DEED compoynds very wholſom medicines : ) the great 
rebus ve= 4nd $.04 God by his infinite wiſdom ,doth produce, 
nenatis &; even from a fſliftions, which are evil 1n themſelvs, 
nex1is 00N- the moſt eacellent graces, ſuch as patience is, 
van gag Afﬀictions do miniſter matter, and occaſion for 
ye mae patience , and they call for patience , and 
ita Deus (through the bleſſing of God , ſanitifying theſe 
ot, max. afflictions, -and helping a Chriſtians infirm; 
ſua fapi- by his Spirit } patience is produced , whiles 4 
£112.77 Chriſtian is helped to conſider, (1.) That theſe 
aft: Fin: - Midi 6 th Mi f God 
bus, quan Afflictions come from the providence 0 
runvis re- that God, who is his Father, who ſends them 
bus mals, in love, "and for bis good, (2.) That hereby he | 


preclariſſ-"is confurmed to his Head; Feſus Chrift.(3.YThat | 


mas virtu- p 
res produ- there arc great and precious promiſes made unto ! 


cit, qualis them, and chat there ſhall be a graciow iſnt 
ef paticu. out of ther in due tirme. Nor is ifarely pro- 
tia, P. Aauced, but alſo increaſed and perfefted, for, « | 
"2 9a Habits are perfe8ed by Aﬀts : ſo are graces | 
Ana patience experience Þ This is the _ 
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goed Fruit, Now many and manifold ate the 
experiences, which Chriftians have by bearing 
afflictions, and thar, . 
(1.) 1n reſp of themſelves. Thus they ex- 
perience (1, How depraved their natare is, 
whereby ( if God ſhould leave them ) they 
would mwurmar and complain,quarrel and blaſ- 
pheme, in(tead of ſuffering patiently when they 
are afflicted. (2 ) How weak they are in them» ;, yy; exam 
ſelves, who would fink under the leaſt burden, ſumustar= 
if not ſupported by divine manu r1entency. (3.) In quamgue, 
What ſtate and condition they are [piritually,that dam are 
| matazquee 
they are the children of God, becauſe conformed to —— 
FeſmiChriſt in the Image of his [»ffe1i»gs,which yiges —_ 
all Gods chilaren are pred: ſtinated unto, Rom. B. tuderisgnon 
29. and becauſe tticy are exabled to bear them, rang : 
. A , £ : WMUS UVa 
as children, with patience, and ſubmiſſion. (4.) Iatilaxides 
What grace they have: though grace bein them, p,;-,0 
and known to be there by the Lord, yetir is not qui nonex® 
ſo well kx»wn to themſelves and others, as when erunt vim 
itis drawn out ; now afflictions are a notable tam quam 
- babent ad 
means to draw it oxt, and give them the experi- 

. \ To : | comburen- 
ence of it, (x) For we are like ſome kzvd of ſpices, aiſ 
who yield not their fragrant ſmell, nll they are cum pres 
beaten , we are like (y ) fire-ſtones, who ſoeW not- muntur 
their burning quality, till the 7 are r11b'd with ones dig/tif 

N Mart, 
+ ts in Joc, 
(2.) In reſpi& of God. They experience , », pyji. 
(1.) His Wiſedome, 1n ordering their : M:Ctions tidevideſſs 
for them in their nature, meuſure, and Continge Plin.Nar, 
ance. (2) His Power, and all ſuffici-xey,1n ws 37 
rpholding and ftrengthnivg of them. (3 ) His x rv 
Mercy, and goodnefſe, in paſling by their firm Gm, 
tics, and nor dealing in ſtrifFneſſe, and ſeverity, p, x36. 
S 3 with 
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with them.(4 ) His Faithfullneſſezin not leaving 
themin their ditre ſſes, not ſuffering them to be 
tempted above what they are able, and making « 
way for their eſcape, 1 COr. 10. 13. 

(3.) 1n reſpef of the ſufferings themſelves, 
they expertence what tvey are, and know bow to 
carry Under »ew troubles without fear and 
aread, and how to adviſe and comfort thole , 
who are in the /ike condition. (z) As 4 ſouldier 
who hath endured the brunt of many a battle,hath 
run through m:ny hazards, and endured many 
haraſhips, gets experience in Wargand i called an 
expert ſouluter, becauſe he doth not ſo mach fear 
aangers ana enemies, ana knows how to manage 
milutary affairs, which one that is raw and un- 
trained doth not ;, {o Chriſtians grow expert by 
the afflitions which they indure, and by being in 
ured to them, can tell the better how to deal with 
them, So that they will eſteem that a light 
burden, which others, that are but young be» 
genners, judge almoſt intollerable, and will car- 
ry away with eaſe, that which others groan, and 
are ready to ſink under. 

Ana experience hope | This 1s the third good 
a Heb. 13; Fruit. Hope, that as he hath been with them in 
FR troubles paſt:io he will be with them now(a)and, 
b PC.48ag 110207 leave them nor fcr/ake them for the fucure, 

2 © butwill be(&)their God and guide unto the death. 
{ Tim, 2, Thatthere ſhall be a» exdatlaſt of all their ſut- 
12. Fferings, andthata glorious end,(c)that having 
d James 1. ſuffered with Chriſt they ſhall reign with him ; 
It. (d} that havingendared temptation, and been 
. Rev.2.10. {airhfull unto the death, they ſhall receive the 

: __ Crown of Life , (e) that having come pt 


T Parenus 
in loc, 


|/ 
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ving 
obe | great tribulation , *and waſhed their robes , and 
"04 made them white in the blood of the Lamb, 


| they ſhall be before the T brone of God , and 
wer, | ſerve Him day and night in his Temple, 


wro | (F) that the rriall of their faith ſhould be found to 


and | praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appearing of 
le, | Chriſt, not according to their merit , but ac- 
aver |} cording to his gracious promiſe. 


bath | And hope maketh not aſhamed] This is the 
any | Crown of a Chriſtians hope,that ic thall not meer 
dan | with ds/apporntment, and end in hameand con- 
fear | feſion to him that hath it , as other hoprs do. 
wage | orlaly hope from men is often fruſtrated , be- 
#u-. | cauſe bottomed upon a ſlippery foundation, the 
words and promiſes of a mautable creature that 
in» | may aecerve; whence aroſe that German pro» 
verb, (g) That hope and expetation makes mar 
»y foils. The wicked hypocriies hope from God 
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g Sperare, 
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re multos, 


be» } himſelf,is ſure to be 4:/appornted, becauſe gronn- reddit 


| fone compared to the giving xp of the ghoſt, Job 
1 18, 20. to the fpigers web, which ſha! be cnt off, 
00d | Job8. 14. Thele hopes make aſhamed , but to 
doth not the hope o/ @ trae Chriſtian , becauſe, 
being ſet upon an unmoveable baſis , the iifal- 
lible word of the God of truth , and procceding 
ath. 1 fromehe full aſſurance of faich, and beirg che- 
riſhed and ſffrenothencd by the earneſ? of Gods 
ing | Spiritintheir hearts, it ſhall moſt certa nly be 
accompliſhed. Now lay all this rogether, and 
if thole who know the love of Chriſt do exter 
the © into tribulation Juſtifs:4 from Guilt and at prace 
of | with God, and betng in, can look throngh it to an 
Eternity of glory nuth j"yful hope and confidence, 
3 and 
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ded on their own vain and falſe opimons, there- 7c 
IIC,12:9Cs 
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and do reap ſo many ſweet frmits from it for the 


preſent, it need not be doxbred , but ſuch have 


wfficient to Keep them from faintin7 ina day 
* cry The other place ( which? ſhall by 
name ) is Roem.8.35, 37, 38, 39. Where we find 
the ApoſHe ſo far trom fainting under tribalg. 
tions, that he triumphs over them , upon the 
knowledge and ſenſe of Chrilts love, and that 
upon a doyble account. 

(1.) Becauſe a true believer is never the leſſe 
beloved by Peſus C briſt, notwithſtanding all bis 
ſufferings. What ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſe- 
cntion, oy famin, or nakeaneſ1, or perill,or ſword? 
verſe 35. that is, none of theſe ſhall , and verſe 
38, 39. Nether death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor beight, nor depth, nov any o- 
ther creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
lov of God, which i in Chrift 7eſus our Lord. 


 Whata Coraial 1s this to a Chrsftian, under all 


the evils and ex:mies which he meets wich , to 
conſider that wore of them can ſeparate him 
from the /ove of Chriſt, Hu eſtate, his liberty, 


his relations, his /ife,may. be taken from him,but } 


the love of Chriſt can ever be taken from him; 


He may have many and mighty enemies, Men | 


and Devi/s (et againſt him, bur ſeſus Chriſt is 
his friend, and will abide (o for ever, having lo- 
ved him once, he will never ceaſe loving of him, 
bur will love him to the end , John 13. 1, and 
this is his Cordial of frong conſolation tO cbear 
and r-fre/3 his pp in all that he exdxres. 

(2 ) Becaule 4 believer ſhall be _— 

| _—_ 


Ad ovoid Ota ets | © EN ee en a 
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and obtain 4 glorious Viftory after all his conflitts 
| throwgh Chriſt, verſe 37, Nay in all theſe things 


| we are more than congaerors , through him that 


1 loved ns: mark it, They are conquerors already, 


{yea pore than (oz if there be any thing more, or 


| better than conqueſt , ard viftery, they have it, 


| verrually, in and through Chriſt at prelent, and 


hi. Ot. ts. 


" I "TOY Ron 


| they ſhall be rea/ly lo, declared, and appear to 
j be ſo at laſt, Nor doth his ariſe from a dexbr- 


| fl opinion, or probable conjcttare , but froma 
| +1 P J : 
full perſwaſion, and aſſured confidence. T am 


| perſmadea, &c. verle 39.(g)perſwaded from the 
| anchangeable purpoſe of God, his infallible pro- 


miſe, and ſure covenant, from the coftly ſatis= 
faftion and conſtant interceſſion of Jelus Chrilt, 
and from the sxward teſtimony of the Spirit 
in my heart, which cannot faile. 

Thus | hope the marrey 15 ſufficiently cleared, 
and confirmed; Wherefore Chriftians, ſeeing 
you are told by our Saviour, T hat :n the world 
Jour ſhall have tribulation, John 16 33. and by 
his Apostles, T hat through much tribulation you 
wnſt enter into the Kingdom of God, Ats 14.22, 
and ſeeing you know not what tvil may be upon 
the earth, Ecclel. 11.2. nor how /oon you may 
be called zobear yoar croſs, in following after 
Chriſt, and bave your ſhare in great and much 


affiiftion;let me adviſe and per wade you to pre- 


pare for it; and becauſe the /ove of Chriſt ap- 


prehenaed, and appized by faith, is 10 excellent a 


| cordsal apainſt fainting ac tuch a time, le: me a- 
| gain b:-ſeech you, to labqxr after the knowledge 


| of the love of Chriſt, and.to know it more and 


| more. TO this end, be mych. and earneſt in 


d 4 prayer 


£24. - <> pn 6. 238 << 
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The Tranſcendency of Chriſts Love 
prayer for the plentiful efffion of this love inte 
Jour hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, given unto you, 
Ut totus figatnr in corde, qus totus fruit fixusin 
Cruce, T bat he who was wholly faſtened to the 
Croſs, may be wholly fixea #n your hearts, asthe 
(h) Father ſpeaks, Then come what will,what 
cax come,' you need not fear, you need not 
faint whatever you be ſeparated from, you ſhall 
not be ſeparated from Chriſt, and his /ove; and 
whatever conflits you have now, you ſhall be 
conquerors, more than conquerors 1n the end, 
through him that loved you, 

And thus I have,ar lalt, diſpatched this firſt, 
and 14ix Uſe ; There is ſomething to be ſuper- 
aided by way of Cantion and Comfort , with 
which 1 ſhall briefly conclude tae whole matter. 


— 


Set. 4. 


TY E next Uſe is by way of Caution. Take 
heed of de&i/ing and rejeFing this Love in 
the Offc rs of it by the Miniſtry ot the Goel. 
Hath the Zord 7eſxs thus loved you , and is he 
/tz1l at the c:f# of ſending (i) Embaſſaders to 
make fenders of love to you, and will you not 
accept them? fhall motions of love be made to 
your fouls from the Lord of Life and Glory (as 
there are in lis Word and Ordinances) and will 
you not hear ken ro them ? Doth he make Pro- 
clamaticn to all that will, (k ) to come and drink 
of the water of Life freely , (1) to buy wine and 
milk without mincy aud without price , tO taſt 
kow graciozs xd loving he is, and will you fill 


(m)/a7 
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(m) lay out your money for that which is not m verſe 2 
14d, and yorr labour for that Which ſatisfieth 
of ? Doth be (n)) and at the door, and knock, n Rey, 3; 
| the 0) waiting to be gracious to you, and beſtow his 20. 2 
the Ipveypon.you, even (p) till his head be filled 91a-30.i8 
chat $yth dew,and his locks with the arops of the night, Fang 
not {nd will you not open to him, and give him ad- 
hall Imiſſion ? will you (q) for the following of qJona,2,8. 
and lying vanities , forſake your owne mercy ? 
| be | Wilt thou, O covetous Worlaling , ſlight 
nd, Jang refuſe the love of Chriff, for the dung and 
droſs of this preſent world ?. Wilt thou, O vo= 
rſt, laptuous Epicure, preter thy Caps and Dueans, 


PF C—Io__ —_ —__—. _— _—..._as. 


per- thy baſe persſhing luſts, before it ? Wil chou,O 

vith J,mbitions wretch,choole an aery file of honoar, 

ter. Japreferment to ſome ſlippery place in the King- 

_  {Jdoms of this world, which are but Faxcies, and 

{Fallacies, before an intereft in this love? Alas! 

Firs, do you not know, that this (r) Lamb of r Rev. 6. 
God can be angry, that he hath Wrath as well as 16- 

ake | Love, and Wrath as infinite as bis Love, for 

oF: - | (s ) Who knows the Power of it ? according to bis 5Pſ.g9,1 


1 Fear fois his Wrath : and for whom can you 


= 
Ma: 
i lt —_. A 


imagine this Wrath to be reſerved, bur fer his RY. 
5tO {(t) enemies? and luch are they, who ſlight and (Nah. 1.2. 
not Þ{ refuſe his Love. Take heed then whar you do 


tO Take heed of flyz»g irom the arms of his Love, 

(as Jtill you fall headlong into the fire of bis Wrath; 

vill {if you have zefaſedand rebelled hitherto, yer 

now come i», and (uv) yield yoar ſelves to the << Mit 

nk | Lord, 'and be no more ftiff-necked. Now (x) kiſs 20.8. : 

md | the Son left be be angry. Take heed of perþiſ?- zPſ. 2.12; 

aft ing any longer in your _— and oppoſition, ? Job 36. 

Ul + for (y) Becawſe there is wrath, he may take you 18, Ig, 
away 
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The wearmbag of Chrifts Love 


away with a ftroak , and then a preat ranſom can. 


_ wot deliver ther; He mill not efteems thy riches, ”, 


not gold, nor all the forces of firength. Bux it 


he continue to exerciſe the (Z) riches of his good- | 


neſs in his forbearance and long ſufferingtomards 


you, and you go on to deſpiſe tt, andare not {,. 
led to repencance by it; know this from the Lord, | 


that you do but treaſure up wrath againſt the 
day of wrath , and revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God. Beware therefore betimesand 


(a) to day, whiles it is called to day , harden not | 


your hearts, but hear his voice, and accept of the 
offers 0 rw. waich are made unto you , leſt 
you feel At laſt by wofal experience, the truth of 


that which.you will not now believe , that (b) | 


It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 


lizing God, who 1n that great and reyrible day | 
will deal (1.) In pare wrath( without any mix- | 
ture of mercy or pity ) with thoſe who now de- | 
ſpife and refuſe bis love. (c)) He will laugh at | 
thur calamity, and mock when their fear cometh: | 
T hen ſhall they call apon him, but he will nt 


anſwer, they ſhall ſ:ek him early , but they ſhall 
not find him, Nor ( 2.) ſpall they ever be able 
toeſcape it. (a) Though they call tothe moun- 
tains to fall on them, and the rocks to cover them, 
that they may be hid from the face of him that 
fitteth on the Throne , and from the wrath x 


the Lamb, it ſhail not ſecure them. Nor (3: 


ſhall they be able to abide it , as it 1 unanoidables 
ſo it is intolerable. Wicked men (e) yeriſb 
from the way, if his wrath be kind'ed but alitt't: 
how then thall they abi: ir,wben it is through» 
ly kizdled ? when that(f) great day of his wrath 

1s 


OS are ord. AA KAN: 


| bowards the Children of Men. 
 £ome, who ſhall be able to ſtand ? for even of 


wſs of bis anger ? his fury is poured out like fire, 
Jong the rocks are thrown down by him, And the 
if+ng of all isthis, (4.) That chere will never be 
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reſent wrath it is ſaid, (g,) Who can ſtand be- g Nahum 
. Ire his indignation? and who can abide the firrce- 1+ 6. 


inſt the (9 end, or mi:sgation of it. The Wrath of God 

ghteows Jis often compared tO fire,and this wrath to come, 

ze5,and which I am ſpeaking of, is (h) wnquenchable þ Mar 

NG pane; fre, and the barxings of it (1) everlaſting burn- 12. © " 
of the mge. It 15 wrath that ſpall (k) abide upon wn. iIfa.z3.04 

2, leſt Jfe{Hevers, and never be taken off to eternity, F Jobn 3. 


-uth of Now (1) 1 gps that ferget God, and 7Þ(.c0.2. 


| light Jeſus Chrilt, and neglift the preat ſalva- 


of the | r2on which is offered to you ;, /eft he rear you in 
le day  preces, and there be none to «(liver you. Ore 
mize. { would think, chat what hath berz faid,, ſhould 
w de. | be ſufficient to ſtartle and awaken the moit ſecure 
what | fnners; And the Lord make ic eff« ual to that 
bs | endand prrpoſe,uato all ſuch, into whoſe hands 
[1 wot | this ſhall come. 
forall | 4 RIEL ; 
ably ; 
10Wne | Sect. 5. 
hem, | | 
that He laſt T/e 1s by way of Conſolation. The 7 
we > 9- 
ho conſideration of the greatneſs ot Chriſts p, eg 
(3. [ove may adminiſter abmndance of comfort tothe Conſolati- 
abli, | Sammts, who know it,{o as to have an intereſſain on tothoſe 
it, | it: If the loveof Chriſt be fo incomprehenſible, who have 
+#/-. {| as you have heard,then you need not fear to be |, right 
0 ſuppls Y : knowledg 
T1 »pP ed. Our wants and neceſſines Are ma, 
[4 J of the love 
-ath | And great, 1ts true, but there are »»ſearchable of Chriſt, 
is | Tiches of loyein Chriſt, from whence you may 
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The Tr anſcendency of Chrifts Love 
away with a ftroak , and then a great ranſom can. 
wot delsver thee; He will not ejteews thy riches, no, 
not gold, nor all the forces of firength. But it 
he continue to exerciſe the (Z) riches of his good- 
neſs in his forbearence and longſufferingtomards 
you, and you go on to deſpiſe tt, and are not 
led to repensance by it; know this from the Lord, 
that you do but treaſure up wrath againſt the 
day of wrath , and revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God. Beware therefore betimes,and 
(a) to day, whiles itis called to day , harden not 
your hearts, but hear his voice, and accept of the 
offers of grace, which are made unto you , leſt 
you fee! At laſt by wofal experience, the truth of 
that which,you will not now believe , that (b) 


It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the | 


lizing God, who 1n that great and terrible day 
will deal (1.) In pare wratb( without any mix- 
ture of mercy or pity ) with thoſe who now ae- 
ſpife and refuſe bis love. (c) He will laugh at 
thiir calamity, and mock when their fear cometh: 
T ben ſhall they call upon him, but he will nat 
anſwer, they ſhall ſeek him early , but they ſhall 
not find him, Nor ( 2.) ſhall they ever be able 


ro eſcape it. (a) Though they call rothe monn- | 


tains to fall on them, and the rucks to cover them, 
that they may be hid from the face of him that 


fetteth on the Throne , and from the wrath x | 


_the Lamb, it ſhail not ſecurethem. Nor (3+ 
faall they be able to abide it , as it is nnav0idables 
ſo it is #nzollergble. 
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Wicked men (e) y#r#/b 
from the way, if bis wrath be kind'ed but alittle: | 
how then ſhall they abi42it,wben it is through * 
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come, who ſhall be able to ſtand ? for even of 

efent wrath it 15 ſaid, (g,) Who can ſtand be- g Nahum 

re his indignation? and whocan abide the firrce- 1» 6. 

eſs of bis anger ? his fury is poured ont like fire, 

nd the rocks are thrown down by him. And the 

Fang of all 1s this, (4.) That there will never be 
gny end, or mi:igation of it. The Wrath of God 
's often compared to fire,and this wrath to come, 
which I am ſpeaking of, is (bh) wnquenchable 1p . 
fre, and the baryings of it (1) everlaſting burn- 12. 
ings. It is wrath that ſpall (k) abide Kpon un- i1Wa.z3.4 
We and never be taken off to etcrxity, * John 3. 
Now (1) confider this, ya that ferger God, and 
ſight Jeſus Chrilt, and neglitt the great ſalua- 
tion which is offered to you ;, /eff he rear you in 

eces, and there be none to atliver you. Ore 
would think, chat what hath berz laid , ſhould 
be /officient to ſtartle and awaken the moi; ſecure 
finners; And the Lord make it effe ual to that 
endand parpoſe,uato all ſuch, into whole hands 
this ſhall come. 


36. 
{ P{.50.22 
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He laſt V/e is by way of Conſolation. The Uſe 3. 


conſideration of the greatxeſs of Chriſts p, way of 


[ave may adminiſter abundance of comfort tO the Conſolani- 
Saints, who kvow it,{o as to have an jntereſn on tothoſe 
it. If the loveo* Chriſt be ſo incomprehenſible, Who have 
as you have heard,then you need not fear to be © rg 

9 knowledg 


ſupplied. Your wants and neceſſities are Many £ the love 
; and pyeat, its true, but there are wrſearchable of Chriſt. 


riches of love in Chriſt, from whence you may 
have 
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have enough for your ve/icf. Notwithſtanding 
all the communications, which have been made 
of Chriſt love to the Saints in all ages, and | 
generations paſt, he is as full asever , and will 
be as long as there 1s a. Sazxt on this fide htaves | 
to need him; he may be imparted, but cannat be | 
impaired , he is the ſame yeſterday , and to day, | 
«nd for ever Hebrews 13. 8. What is it thar | 
trowbles you, againſt which you may not find | 
ftrong Conſolation, from the love of Chriſt ? 
(1.) Is it Six that rroables you, ſo that you 
bewail it, and mourn and grieve forit, and go 
bowed dgwn all the day long hecauſe ofit ? 
Truly this is the 9»ly thing that can jultly cre- 
ate trouble to a Chriſtian, but this doth it xeceſ.. | 
ſarily, becauſe of the evil of it, nor canhe | 
claim a title to the love of Chriſt, ro whom {» 
is not grievoxs; for though the Goel tells us, 
T hat where fin hath abounded, there grace much | 
wore abounds, Rom. G6, 20, yetitisonly there, | 
where the fin that hath abownaed in the /i/e, in | 


| . : IT 04 
the commiſſionof it,doth abc:x4 in the beart,& | pity 
A conſcience,in coxtrition for it, & detcſtation of it, I, a, 


. Bur yet evenhere there 1s relief fromthe love of | ;, [ 

Chriſt, {o far as to keep you from dejc&ion & de- ; 
ſperation, though not from a dye ſenſe and deep 
hymiliation;for(1.)I5it the Guilt of your many 1 ;þ1 
and grect (ins, which affrights you ? Conſider, | , Ifo 
there is /ove exozz7h 1n Chriſt to pardon them, | ,* x 
Chriſts love can cover a m#u!ti:ude of ſin;, and | f@x 
will cover all the fins of pexitent ſinners: If mans 
love will do this, 1 Pet. 4.8. Prov. x0. 12, © 
mach more Chrifts, whoſe wayes ars not as ow {| Wo 
wayes, nor his thaughts as 0;r thonghts , for : | | 
obs | 
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' Shehbeavens are higher than the earth : ſo are bis 
ding tygyes higher than our Wwayes, and his thoughts 
nade \þay owrs, Ilaiab 55. 8, 9. be means his thoughts 

and Ind wayes of mercy, and ſo ſayes the Pſalmiſt 

will fxpreſly, Pſalm 103. 11. As the heaven 15 high 
aven bove the earth :. ſo preat ts his mercy toward 
ot be them that fear him. She wasa great finxer, of 

aa), Iwhom he ſaid, Luke 7. 47. Her ſins which are 
that | many are forgiven her : The exe of favour and 
love (as the (m) Arabick proverb hath it ) is 48 m Favoris 
rilt * I; he night to every fanlt, to hide and conceal it, oculus ve- 
you Ithat 3t be not ſeen, (2.) Is it the power of your !#t nox eft 
d go corruptions, which you groan ander, and deſire _ a 
deliverance from? There 1s love enough in yr prov 
Cre JChriſt to /ub4xe them, Mich. 7. 19. and by the yt citar, a 
ilaw of the Spirit of life , to make you free from Culy. A& 
n he | the laWv of fin and death, Romans 8, 2. love e- «f Obliv. 
1 fn nough to ſavHifie you throughont, and tho- P: 34: 
I roughly throughout, 1 Thel. 5.23. as well asto 
*uch juſtifie you. 

(2.) Is it Temptations from Satan , that 

trouble you ? There is /ove exoxgh in Chriſt to 
1,& | pity you, becauſe of them. He was in all points 


— 
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fir, | tmpted as we are, yet without ſin, and therefore 
pd is ſuch an High-prieft, as is touched with the 
Wi | 


feeling of our infirmities, Heb. 4. 15. love e« 


ep i mugbto help and ſucconr you in them, for, 7 
al | that he himſelf ſuffered being tempted, be is able 
ler, | alſo to ſuccour them that are tempted, Hebrews 
a5” 2.18, love enough to ſave yout out of them, 
nd | for, the God of Peace will bruiſe Satan under 
#5 1 your feet ſhortly, Romans 16. 20. 

'2« { (3:15 it the Snarcs and Dangers of this 
T : World, that rrowble you ? Know, that as he 
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The Tranſcendency of Chrifts Love 
trad love enongh to g5ve himſelf for ns , that he 


might redeem us from this preſent evil world, | 


Gal. 1. 4. ſo he hath (till /ave enowgh to make 
you partakers of his viftory, which he hath ob- 
tained over the World, John 16. 33. and to 
make you conquerors over it by faith,t John 5.4. 
and in the mean time to keep, you from the evil of | 


the world, though he dyth nor take Jou out of 


it, John 17. 15. 
( 4. ) Is it the Duties and Difficalties 
of your conrſe, which trouble you, not 
in themſelves, bur becauſe of your weakyeſs 
and i»firmity, by reaſon whereof you cannot 
deal with chem ? There is /ove exough in Chriſt 
to help your infirmities by his Spirit Rom.$.-6, 
to aſſiſt you tn your duties, Phil, 4, 13. to ſups 
port you wnder, and carry you through, all the 
difficulties of your pilgrimage , to be continually 
with you. and hold you by the right hand, to guide 
Jou with his counſullr, and at laſt receive youts 
glory, Plalm7 3. 232 24. 
(5.) Is it your Afﬀii4ons you meet with, 
that trouble you ? yetin Chrifts love you may! 
have peace and comfrt enough to chear you | 
amidſt all your Tri5zlations, John 16. 33+ 
There is Favonr enowgh in his love to anſwer 
all the frowns and 4i/pleaſures of men , Hownr! 
enough to anſwer a!l your abaſements;, Riches | 
enough to anſwer ail your poverty ;, Liberty e- 
wough to anſwer all your ourward reſtrams. 
Here is /ove enoygh to be your -aſe in pain, } 


your health in ſickneſs; your gain in loſſes ;} 
your peacein war; your joy in ſorrew; your} 
life in death : Ina word, here is love enough 0 

keep 


| 
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at he | keep you here, and to crown you hereafter; love 

world, | enough for this, and another wirld, even for all 

make { Ererniry. Onely /ook to ir by Meditation , 

b ob- } lay hold of it for your preſent ſubſiſtence by 

\d to} Faith, plead it by Prayer, and take heed of 

15-4.4 abuſing it by making it an occaſion to (in; 

vileſ}(n) If the grace of God be as Honey fax n Cim | 

t of | ſweetneſſe, do not make 4prey of it , and de- peu 

vour it all together , by any ungodly prattice , pe Yang Th 

vities | take heed of turning it into wantonneſſe , gn tum. 
not} Jude 4. by continuing in ſinnt, that grace 

eneſs | may abound , Romans 6. 1, for that. will be 

biccerneſs in | 
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